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THE | 
Author's Preface: 


' Need not tell the well- diſpoſed Kea- 
_ der, there being ſo. much ſaid and 
writ confional'y on this Argument, 
how nataral and d neceſſary it is f pafi all 
rational Creatures, to look bac 
all occafions to the Author of their Be 
F/ wo 5. that they may make him their hear- 
ty Let rakes ments for all the Benefits 
they. bave tved from him, and ſtill 
recommend themſelves, and all their cons 
cerns, to bis continued Grace and good 
Providence. Nor ſhall 1 go about to 
ſhew . bow much the publick Servict of 
G 0D in his own Houſe, u to be p WS. 
feed. before the private Doe of +32 
"at home ; there bei» =, 
ſon, 4s {I as 1 underſtand, to Ir the 
latter neceſſary, but only becauſe, in moſt. 
A3 Places 


The PREFACE. 
Places Chriſlian people cannot meet to- 
gether, at the Church every day, Mor- 
ning a1d Evening, to give to GOD the 
Glory that is due unto his Name. 

My Bufineſs is to defire him to remens- 
ber, how natural it is likewiſe to all 
Mankind to take ſuch good advice be- 
forehand, when they have any petitions 
or thanks to prefer unto earthly Gods, 
that they may be delivered in a decent 
a:d grave form of words, as well as af- 
iter a reverent manner : and to confider 
1b:ref:re with what ſober and prudent 
(are; all thoſe expreſſions ought to be 
i:eighed, wherein they preſent the hum- 
#le defires and grateful affeftions of 
their bearts, to the moſt high GOD, 
the Frernal Majeſty of Heaven and 
Farth, 

It hath not proved, I am ſure, an ho- 


nour to Religion, that men have learnt © 


#0 be leſs ſollicitous about the one, than 
they, are about the other. But ſuch have 
been the licentious rambles of their fan- 
Cy in ſudden Prayer, ſo bold and rude 
 bave their deſcriptions been of — 

| | God, 
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The PREFACE. 
God, ſo raſh their affirmations concerw 
ing him, or concerning themſelves, and 
ſo many untrue or doubtful things have 
| they uttered, that it is ſufficient, in my 
poor judgment, to bliſt the credit of that 
way of addreſs to him, as it hath done, 
alas ! with too many, the Credit of Chris 
ftian Fiety, which hath ſuffered fo ex» 
treamly by ſuch extravagance. 

T know there gre great numbers that 
will be ready to oppoſe me in this parti-- 
cular, \with whom T liſt not diſpute in 
this ſhort Preface. Let me only beſeech 
them to uſe ſo much moderation, as not 
to diſcourage honeſt-hearted People from 
performing their duty to GOD, by dif- 
gracing any longer, as they have been 
wont to do, all Book Prayers. Which if 
they have not the advantage ( as think 
they have ) of ſudden conceptions and 
expreſſions, yet are fo neceſſary in the: 
Church, that without them many per« 
ſons cannot pray at all: And' I hope they 
will confeſs, upon due deliberation; 
that though ſome few may have attained 
an habit of uttering their defires freely ; 

A 4 and 


The PREFACE. 

and becoming upon. any occafion, yet as 
the uſe of it before others 1s too apt to 
mini/ier to pride, vain-glory, and ſelf- 
conceit ; ſo moſt People are ſo defettive 
bath in their conceptions; and utterance, 
ar not to be able to diſcharge this holy 
Daty as they ought, without ſuch aff- 
flance as is bere offered them. 

How well I have performed what. I 
have wndertaken, 1 myſt leave to: the 
Tudgment of others. I am ſure 7 hawe 
proceeded with deliberation; and fudi- 
ed faithfully to avoid all affeledexprefe 
frons, fantaſtical alluftops, . infigyificant 
allegories, pretended wit, and. elegant 
conver fions of ſentences, and raſh age 
cation of the holy Scripture to my preſent 
purpoſe : which have. been. the. vices, 
_ of ſome forms though not ſo fre- 
quently, as well as of mens haſty imven- 
tons. 

LT have laboured alſo to gratifie the 
Reader, with ſome variety; not becauſe 
4 think it is always beſt to uſe it, but be- 
cauſe ſome weak and ſqueamiſh appetites 
wil. not be ſatisfied without it. And 
befides 


The PREFACE. 


befides Prayers for Families, I have 
compoſed a great many other for parti- 
cular. perfons ; wherein if I have failed 
in the clearneſs and perſpicaity of my 
expreſſion, it was much againſt my will: 
and being admoniſhed of dy my Friends, 
T will reform it, or any thing elſe that 
is amiſe, 
But the lewgth, or thu brevity of the 
Prayers ſure will not be accuſed, Sear j 
there are of both ſorts : that they who 
like not the one, may make uſe of the 
other, | | 

Some, 1 doubt not, will complain that - 
they find not a, Prayer for ſome' particu.” 
lar. want of theirs, not bere nawed; but 
that's a defeft which could not he reme- 
died, For I knew not where to flop, if F 
had extended my thoughts beyond thoſe 
wecefities which- are moſt common; and 
the reſt, I hope, may be reaſonably well 
ſupplied out of that, which I have dont 
to ſerve the ather. 

It is poſſible alſo that ſome may judge 


this whole Work to be but a needleſs | 


labour : fince they have the Book of 
| Common» 
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Common-Prayers at hand, which they 
can uſe at home as well as in.the Church. 
With theſe perſons I ſhall not contend ; 
but only deliver my opinion freely about 
this matter. Which is, that the reve- 
rence due to that Book will be beſt pre- 
ſerved, by employing it only in the pub- 
lick Divine Service, or in the private, 
where there is a Prieſt to officiate. Flows 
ever, the defign of it is not to furviſh 
the people with Prayers, for all thoſe par- 
ticular occafions, wherein devout Souls 
would make their requeſts to God. And 
the conſtant Opinion of pious. Drvines, 
in this and in other Churches, we ſee, 
by their Writings, hath been, that o-- 
ther Books of Prayers, which they have 
compoſed, are neceſſary for the Flock of 

Chriſt, befides their publick Liturgy. 
That which remains is only to intreat 
thoſe, who will make uſe of this Book, 
which is here tendred to them ; Firſt, 
to ſtir up their hearts tooffer their Frai- 
ſes; Thankſgjvings and Prayers wnta 
GOD, our heavenly Father, with fer- 
went. devotion of ſpirit. Aud then, 
xot 


The PREFACE. 


not to imagine the reading them out of a 
Book is any hindrance to Devotion ; 

rather a confiderable belp, and much bet» 
ter than truſting the memory even with 
a Form. For a man's mind hath nothing 
to do, when he hath the words before bu 
eyes; but wholly to intend it ſelf, to the 
raifing of its affetions unto the greateſt 
_ and ardency of defire, and love, 
axd joy, that it is able. 

But take heed, 1 beſeech you, inthe 
laft place ; leſt the performance of theſe 
holy Duties, with ſome affefion, deceive 
you in the neglet# of all the reſt. Our 
Prayers will be fruitleſs, if they be not 
attended with our ſerious ſtudy and ear» 
_ weſt labour, to attain that which we be» 
ſeech God to beſtow uponus; And there- 
fore with a fincere hatred of all fin; and 
a ſpirit armed with a hearty reſolution 
againſt it, invoke the Divine Grace for 
your aſhſtance. 

If you be true Chriſtian Soldiers, that 
manfully fight under the Banner of 
our Lord, cal to him for aid, with your 
Weapons in your hand. With a _ 


* 


The PREFACE. 
bent to conſider, defire God to enlighten 
you. And with an heart flored with the 
Treaſures of Divine Truth, beſeech him 
to quicken and enlrven you. And with 
cloſe and urgent Applications o them 10. 
Jour beart, entreat bim to you t0 
form and ſhape your whole Man, Spirit, 
Soul and Body, according to them. For 
God is not hard to be entreated, fince 
be entreats us to come tobim ;. yea, gives 
Pl deal of his Grace without ask= 
ing : but it is the faintneſs or inconſtan- 
cy of our endeavours to comply. with his, 
Grate and with aur owe, Petitions, that, 
mates them no more. prevalent. 

They. that had no other DireAor, but 
the light: of their own minds, ſaw this 
well exough, and were ſe ſenſible of this 
truth, that they were wont publicly. to 
declaim ( as we find in. Ariltides bzs O- 
ration to the Rhodians concerning Con- 
cord ) againſt the abſurd folly of thoſe 
"mms ris Who were perpetually 
55 Sroxadie xc jmportuning the Gods 
with their 'Prayers but would do no- 
thing for themſelves ; no, not. thoſe 
ny things 


The PREFACE. 


things which they knew the Gods 
had put in their power. | 
And in the ſame manner Demoſthe- 
nes iu one of bis Philippicks, chides the 
Greeks; comparing them to men, who 
ſeeing great ail-ſtones fall upon their 
heads, prayed that they t be pre» 
ſerved in ſafety ; but wonld-not rum 
away to ſecure themſelves from harm. - 
And therefore Clemens Alexandri- _ | 
nus juſtly commends the Wiſdom of 
thoſe, who made the Laws Lino. 
of the Famous Olympick ' 
rags ; By which be that entered the 
for a long time before ex» 
zo ſeats of alttvity, was 
efore be 


echt 


as to. contend for 
the Pres to bend over- gain the 
| Statuedf Jupiter, and to ſay this P 4 
O Gad, if 1.am ple py Frey 
ted and prepared, as 1 ah, for this I 
Combat ; vouchſafe in FF ries 4 


to grant the vi 
pgmens 10 5 


b be, may a man, 
approach to God, who, was CO and : 
kh a good conſcience, doth = : 
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he can both to learn his Will, and to 
exerciſe himſelf in good Works, that 
are pleaſing to him : for he ſhall have 
all that can be wiſh'd for the perfe- 
ing of his Salvation. Juſt as a Phyf- 
cian ( as be goes on ) reſtores health to 
thoſe who co-operate with his Medi- 
cines: ſo will GOD. give his Eter- 
nal Salvation, to them who work to- 
gether with him, both unto know- 
e, and unto well-doing. 

4 As for thoſe who do not live wel, it 
 . #s plain, ſaith he, in another place, that 
© 4 hom they do not ſo much as know 
*#*, * what things are moſt pro- 
fitable for themſelves. And if ſo, then 
it is manifeſt likewiſe that they cannot 
feb how to prayto wh to recerve good 
 _ things from him, being ignorant of 
* © what is good. Or if they hould recerve 
'" them, they would have no ſenſe at all of 
the gift, nor uſe it according to its worth 
| aud ienity; and that for the very ſame 
S: - rages becauſe they underſtand not its 
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Inſpire therefore, O God of all 
Grace, I moſt humbly beleech thee, 
both my heart and the hearts of all 
others who ſhall read this Book with 
fuch a godly Will, to endeavour 
zealouſly in all things to do what is 
well-pleafing in thy ſight ; that we 
may comfortably expe the conſtant 
and powerful Preſence of thy holy 
Spirit with us, to help us in the 
formance of our Duty, till -we 
ve perfected holineſs in thy fear. 
And the fincerity of that love to 
thee, which we profeſs in our Pray- 
ers, being teſtified by an unwearied 
obſervance of all thy commands ; 
we may be able alſo to wait with an 
humble confidence for thy falvati- 
en: who haſt graciouſly promiſed 
to reward our weak and ſhort obe- ; 
dience in this life, with inconceive- © 
able and endleſs joys in a better © 
World. Amer. | 
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ON THE 


LORDs DALY 
| In che Morning, 


Lmighty and Eternal 
God, the Lord of Hea- _ 
ven and Earth : we thy 
Creatures are here pro= 
ſtrare before Thee, to 

- expreſs our humble and grateful ſenſe 
of our dependance on thee, to hg-. © 
tz i Thee with or perro | 

$ ; and with' an 
chats wats ſelves, our Souls and | 
to thy Service. We are'un-' -_ 

worthy, we confeſs, to te admit. 2 

ljo ou = thy Majelly, "ns ", 


pn all the World proclaims with the 


V v 
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' can our thoughts or words add-any 


thing to thy greatneſs, happineſs and 
;glory : but ſince thou art pleaſed in 


_ thy infinite goodneſs to do us the ho- 


-nour, not only to admit, but to in- _ 
vite our addreſſes unto thee, that 
our Spirits may be bettered by lifting 
up themſelves to thee from whom 
we come, by meditating thy praiſes, 
by exciting our love, and paying 
-our acknowledgments to thee, we 
_ —_—_— and A receive 
this thy t grace avour to» 
wards us. S enadring withall, that 
it is but juſt and reaſonable we 
ſhould pay thee our Vows which we* 
made the Jaſt Night, being ſo graci- 
-oufly raiſed up in ſoundneſs of Body 
and Mind, to ſee the light of this 
Day ; which our Saviour hath made, 
that we may be glad. and. rejoice 
therein. erred tf 

We laud and magnike therefore, 
thy moſt holy Name, thy. infinite 
Power, Wiſdom and Bounty ;; which 


higheſt | 
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Sunday. Prayers for Families. 73 
higheſt Praiſes. | We-bleſs thee in be- 
half of /all. thy ;Creatures, -as. well as 
of our ſelves (to whom thou haſt 
gruen deminion over the 

works of thy hands) for the Pal. 145- 15, 
.eyes of all look unto thee, - © 


rar thou-giveſt them their meat in due 
Foo openeſt thy 'hand and ſa- 


| pr the defire of every living thing. 


But above all, we acknowledge thy 
ineſtimable- Benefits beſtowed upon 
Mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of 
thy Love, whom thou waſt pleaſed, 

4nfinite mercy, to ſend among - 
her in- our own likeneſs : to-aſlure-ys : 
of thy goodwill towards us, and to 2 


inſtru us in our Duty towards thee,. 


and to give us. hope of no leſs tham -; 
-jmamortal.life, by patient conpfinuatice””, + 
wa — 4 -doing. 

'We- -remember with al Ldankhls Þ 


we Prayers for Families. Sunday. 


Aſcenſion into the heavens, to fit on 
the right hand of 'the Majeſty on 
high; his Triumph over: all the 
Powers of Darkneſs ; and his Sove- 
reign Dominion over-all Angels, Au- 
| Per. + 1, {horities and Powers, 
(3% whom thou haſt made 
ſubje@ to him. - O God, how great 
was thy love to the finful Sons of 
men! which moved thee to paſs by 
| fuch innumerable offences where- 
by they had provoked thy ſevereſt 
diſpleature. How great was that 
love ! which hath honoured our mor- 
tal Nature with ſo high a Glory ; and 
committed the care of our immortal 
-Souls to one ſo mighty to ſave, and 
ſo full of kindneſs, and moſt:tender 
Charity towards us. O the greatneſs 
of thy love! which hath choſen.us 
'to be thy Sons and Heirs, together 
with Chriſt -Jeſus ; and fer fuch an 
High-Prieſt over thy Houſe. and Fa- 
mily, to make interceſſion-for us, to 
diſpenſe all Divine Bleſſings to- us, 
and ſend forth Angels themſelves 
$A. þ S &1 to 


Sunday. Prayers for Families. "3 
to be miniſtring Spirits for them who 
ſhall be heirs of Salvation. 0 
Who can underſtand the 
exceeding riches of thy Grace in 
{ending the Holy Gho't to be a Wit- 
nels of our Saviour's ReſurreQion 
and Exaltation; and to make us a- 
bound in hope, that we 
ſhall te one day raiſed 
ſrom the. dead, and carried to hea- 
ven, and kcep a pcrpztual reſt, af- 
ter our ihort Tabours here, with our ' 
Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, in his eter- 
nal Glory. 

O chat we could begin it this day, 
in devout Meditations of theſe things, 
in unſpeakable Joy and Satisfation 
of heart in the afareg hope and ex- 


Rom. 1s. 13. 


peRation of them, and in blefling;.. 1 
and praiſing. thee, who haſt given .-: 


us ſuch gocd hope, and everlaſting, 
conſolation. Lift up our minds, we 
pray thee, this Morning, above all - } 
theſe little things here below, . which: -' -: 
are apt to diſtra&t our thoughts, ani - } 
turn: away our eyes from that, has WF 

B 3 _ Veal. 


- 
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venly Bliſs. And keep them aboyein 
the ſerious contemplation'of it; till 
we be in love with it, and our hearts 
be fully bent and reſolved to ſeek it 
every day in thoſe ways wherein 
Jeſus hath gone before us, though it 
thould be with the loſs of all that we 
here poſſeſs. It is but meet and fit 
that we ſhould wholly quit our own 
Will, and devote our fclves to follow 
thine; eſpecially ſince thou haſt ſhown 
iuch unuſual kindneſs towards us, as 

| if we had been innocent, we durſt 
not have preſumed to-expect from: 
thee. | 
We are aſham'd, O Lord, to think 
that ever we have diſobeyed thee, to 
whom we ſtand fo deeply indebted, 
-- both as we are thy Creatures, and as 
*-- we are redeemed by the precious 
--* Blood of thy Son Jeſus. It grieves' 
” us, that we have tranſgreſſed any 
- of thy righteous and good Laws, by 
> Which it is our happineſs as well as 
- our duty to be governd. We ab- 
-- hor the thoughts of ever — 
3: "..g 
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them any more : beſeeching not on- 
ly thy gracious pardon, but thy ac- 
ceptance of our intire reſolution to- 
agree with thy Will in all things, for 
the time to come. We here again 
moſt ſolemnly dedicate all the Pow-- 
ers of our Souls and Bodies to. thy 
Service: deſiring unfeignedly that 
all the thoughts and deſigns of our 
minds, all the affetions and paſſions 
of our hearts, and all the ations of 
our life and converſation may be 
pure, holy, and unreproveable 1a thy 
fight, | 
For which end we moſt humbly 
implore the aſſiſtance of thy good: 
Spirit, which our Lord hath en- 
couraged us to hope thou wilt give 7 
' to thoſe that ask and ſeek it with- 
their whole heart. O let thy mery” 
cy be upon us according to:thy .- 
word, according as our hope” 1s in- 
thee, and our hearts ſincerely and 
ſledfaſtly ſer to keep thy Commands * | 
ments. Search us, 0 God, 
and know. our hearts : try 


<< <Y 
- $4 


woe 
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% Luke 21. 34+ 


E . ged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
IS and the inordinate cares of 


as, and Fnow our thoughts. And ſee 
if there be any way of wickedneſs in 
ns, and lead us in the way everlaſting. 
Fill our minds with awful and reve- 
rent thoughts of thee, as our Sove- 
reign Lord and Judge. Settle in us 
an immutable love to Thee; and 
the higheſt eſteem of thy favour and 
grace, as better than life it felf : That 
1o we may :{tudy above all things to 
approve our very hearts, and all our 
ations to thee: and feel the ſenſe of 
thy acceptance of us giving us grea« 
ter pleaſure, than all the World'can 
afford us. 

Make it our delight to praiſe thee, 
to call to mind thy loving kindneſs, 
ro offer to thee the ſacrifice of thank(- 
gi: ing, and to meditate on thy pre- 
cious promiſes. Help us to take heed 
#0 our ſelves,leſt our hearts 
be at any time overchar- 


Heb 213. 5. M8 
Jy this life : to have our con- 


- werſation githeut covetouſneſs, and to be 


coxt ent 


Sundav. Prayers for Families. 9 
content with ſuch things as we have ; 


To poſſeſs our Bodies in 
ſanftiffcation and. honour : 
To love our Neighbours as 


our ſelves: And as we 
would that others ſhould 


do to us, to. do even ſo to 


them: 'To' live peaceably, 
as much as in aus lieth, 
with all men : To put on 
the Ornament of a meek 
and quiet ſpirit . To take 


thoſe who have ſpoken in the name of 
our Lord,. for an Example of ſuffering. 


afftiftion, and of patience 


and when we ſaffer as Chri- 


ſtians, not to be aſhamed, but toglorifie: 
thee our God on this behalf. 

- And accept, good Lord, of all 
the praiſes and acknowledgments: 
of all:thy People met this Day to» 
gether, according: to thy Will:::and* {5 
aſſiſt: us .to render thee ſtill more: : i; 
hearty, and at{eRionate praiſes, in. .* 
that holy Adembly, -xo which we are: 7 
going.''to join _=_ ſelves, - ©: thats /5 


S. 


1 Theſf. 4. 4 


Rom. 13. 9. 
Match. T, I24: 


Rom. 1 2. 18.- 


1 Pet. 3- 4+ 
James 5. 12. 


1 Per. 4. 16, 
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all people on the Face of the Earth. 
were united together, likewiſe; in" * 
one Body to ſhew forth thy praiſe. \ 

O that thy ways: were known upon'. 

Earth, . thy faving health among all 
Nations. And that all Chriſtian: 
Kings eſpecially, may be filled with. 
thy Holy Spirit; and think it their 
Crown and their Glory, to be the-. 
devout Worſhippers and faithful Sub-. 
jets of the Lord Jeſus, the King of 


| kings, and the Lord of lords. O zbat- 


thy Priefts may be cloathed 


OS with righteouſneſs, aud thy 


Sajnts. ſhout aloud for. joy. That all: 
who are in diſtreſs and mifery may:. 
rejoice alſo, in hope that all afflidt- 
ens ſhall turn to their good, and af- 
oY terwards yield rhe peate- 

2. He. able fruit of righteouſneſs. 
O: Lord, hear us; and make thy 
Face ro ſhine upon thy Servants ;'thar: 
we- may. exter. into. thy, Gates with: 


| thank ſerving, aud into thy Courts with. 
> aato' thee, aad. bleſs. thy Nene 
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For the Lord is good ; his mercy is e- 

' verlaſting : and bis truth 
enbireth. to all generati- 
ons. Amen, Amen, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
fake ; in whoſe words we conclude- 
our imperfect Prayers. 

_ Our Father, &c. 


Pal. 100.4» 5 


At Night.” 


Lord moſt high , the Holy- 
One, who inhabiteſt Eterni» 

ty, who only haſt immortality, and 
art moſt bleſſed in thy own incom- 

prehenſible Perfetions. Thou: art to? 
be feared and loved, to be worfſhip-- 
ped and praiſed, by us and all reaſon-- 


able Creatures ; who have any knows +, 4 


ledge, how great, how mighty, ow 
wiſe and merciful thou art. Atl t _ 
Works praiſe thee, O Lord, -and wet E 
more eſpecially ought to dieſs thee: 5 
\whom thou haſt made to underftand 


- -moſt- adorable 8 7 
are far beyond the ns = 


"8 
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alt our thoughts. And we have yet 
2 more particular obhigation- to thee, 
for thy marvellous love in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, whom thou haſt ſent in great hu- 


mility. to. viſit us, who are but Duſt 


and Aſhes ; to make his abode among. 
us ; to teſtifie thy great love to us, to 
aſlure us of thy good-will, notwith- 
ſtanding our many offences; and to 
make us exceeding great and precious 
promiſes, to invite us to approach thee, 
and to encourage our obedience to- 
thee. We thank thee that he hath fea- 
td them with his blood z and that 
thou haſt confirmed them- by his. 
RefurreRion and Aſcenſion, and the 
coming of the Holy Ghoſt ; and haſt 
allo given us ſo, many happy oppor- ].. 
zunities. to acquaint our ſelves with. 


| - the truth and purity of the Chriſtian 


Religion: which comforts us in this 


"ate of mortality and miſery, with. 
© - the bleſſed hope of cternal life. 


Bleſſed be thy goodneſs for that 


|. greet;+conſolation- ; and: that. thou; 
* haſt ſhown: us. the way to it by: his. 


f th 
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Dodrine and Example; and afſfureſt 
us of the aſſiſtance of thy holy Spis- 
rit to- enable us to follow after him, 
to that Glory which he poſleſles. 
Blefſed be thy Goodneſs, that we: 
have felt it ſo often in our minds 
and hearts ; inſpiring us with holy 
thoughts, exciting in us devout af- 
feions and godly reſolutions, filling. 
us With Divine Joys, and with com- 
fortable expeAations of the Glory: 
that ſhall be revealed. We thank 
thee, that thou haſt permitted us. 
this. Day. to- attend upon thee, roge» 


ther with our Chriſtian Brethren, in+ 


the publick Duties of thy Worſhip: 


and Service. And that there we--. 4 
have received any good Inſtrutions,.”*: 
any holy. exhortation, and Chriſti»? 
an. encouragements, to proceed: andþ > --: 
go forward in- the courſe of 'well-- 
doing : and have begun-in- any mitt; ; 
ſure that eternal reſt, which we wait; 
for with all. the faithful; when we- -: 
ſhall praiſe, and: thank, and-love \thee: ; } 
our. heavenly Father better than we 
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| x4 Prayers for Families: Sunday. 
can do now, whilſt weare in theſe frail 
Bodies and abſent from the Lord. 
We can do no leſs than offer up 
apain our Souls and Bodies to thee, 
to be ordered and governed by thy 
bleſſed Will, and not our own : that 
fo we may be every day more prepa- 
red for thar happy State, and draw 
| nearer and nearer in the diſpoſition 
and temper of our Spirits to that im- 
mortal Bleſſedneſs. It is our fatisfa- 
ion, our ſecurity, the caſe and joy 
of our hearts, to be under the con- 
+ duc of thy unerring Wiſdom; to fol- 
low thy counſels, and to be deter- 
> mined in all things by thy holy Will: 
- who art ſo good, and haſt given us 
b:- large demonſtrations of thy a- 
* bundant kindneſs and good-willto us, 
s as-will not let us diſtruſt thy tender 
- of us ; whatſoever it 1s thou: 
would have us do or ſuffer in this 
- World. 
: : Þ: God, purifie our minds- and: 


— thoughts more perfetly, that we 


© 02 y never” conceive - amils of _ Y 
| - 
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but have right apprehenſions in all 
things: and: purifte all our paſſions. 
and afteRtions likewiſe, that we may 
entirely love thee ; and rejoice in'be 
ing beloved of thee; and humbly con- 
fide in thee, and abſolutely reſign 
our ſelves to thee, and be failed with- 
conſtant devotion towards thee 'our- 
Almighty Creator, and moſt merci- 
ſal. Redeemer. Poſſeſs our hearts 
with ſuch a lively ſenſe of our relati- 
on to thee on both reſpes, and of 
the honour thou: haſt done us in 
ferring us ſo much above the reſt of of 
our Fellow-Creatures; that we may 
ever —_ our ſelves _— to » # 
dignity of our Nature, and © our Roy. 4 
ligion. 
O that we may never rnd 
into a baſeand unworthy love of any- 
thing here below : nor be opprefled: © 
with the burden of the cares of this: 
life : nor fink. under. the weight of; 
any. affliction, nor be vainly pulled; - 
_ _upwith the greateſt fulneſs of carthe. 
ly Goods, it thou art pleaſed to:ban.-; 


"4.16 
ts » 


. ory 
4 __ 
- 

+2538 


x6 Prayers for Families. Sunday. 


ftow them on us. But aſſiſt us with 

IG thy Grace, to abhor that 

which is evil, and cleave 

#0 that which is\good. Diſpoſe us to 

a diſcreet and temperate uſe of all 

' the pleaſures of this World. Endue 
us with true modeſty and humility of 

Spirit, that we may mot think of our 

ſelves more highly than we 

Rom. 12-3-. owght to think ; but think 

_— foberly, according to the 

meaſure which thou haſt dealt unto us. 

Keep us from: being wiſe in. our own 

conceits - and enable us ſo to order 

© our ſelves, that oxr moderation may be 
7 known to all men. Make 
Et”, us kindly affeftioned one 
"Yo another in brotherly love : To de- 
light in.doing good; 70 fbew all meck- 
2 | weſs to all men : To render 
- Wn s fo all their Dues; Tribute 
met Ti to whom Tribute: is due, 
-£ to-whom Cuſtom, Fear to: whom 
Fear, Zimnour to whom Honour : and. 
-* io owe no Man any thing, but tolove one 
- avetber. Make us ſo happy, that we: 
3.26 53K may 
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Sunday. Prayers for Families. 
may be able to love our Enemies, #0 
bleſs thoſe that curſe us, | 

to do good to them that ——_ ode 
hate us, to rejoice with _ 

them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. Compoſe our Spirits 
to 2 quet and ſteady dependance on 
thy good Providence ; that we may 
not take too much thought for our life, 
abr be careſal for any 

thing : but by Prayer and WY" V 
ſupplication with thankſ+ 


giving, ſtill make known our requeſts to 


thee our God. And help us to pray 
always, and not faint : In 
every thing to give thanks, 
and offer up the Sacrifice 


Luke 18. 1. 
1 Theff. 5. 18. 


of praiſe continually : To Hcv. 13. 15 


paſs the time of our ſojourn- 


Ing here in fear : To bes 1 Pet. 1. 17. 


lieve thoſe things which we Rom. 5,2 
da not ſee, and to rejoice 

mn hope of thy Glory : To Luke 21-19. 
poſſeſs our Souls in pati- 


| " Phil.4. ryr2. 
ence > And to learn in , 


_ 


whatſoever ſtate we are, therewith to 


I 


£ 
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be content : Make us: know both how 
to be abaſed, and how to abound : eve- 
ry where, and in all things inſtruft as, 
both to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to ſuffer need : being en- 
abled to de all things through Chriſt 
which ſtrengtheneth us. That we feel- 
ing the joys of uprightneſs and inte- 
. grity of heart, our Religion may be 
the greateſt comfort and pleaſure to 
us, and we our ſelves an Ornament 
'», toour Religion. 

' O that wecould alway by an inno- 
cent, good and uſeful life, commend 
the DoQrine of God, our Saviour, 
to thoſe who converſe with us: And 
that the light of all Chriſtians did 


| <P ſhine before men, that others be- 


IF | en- 


olding their good works, might be 
moved to glorifie thee, and heartily 
to believe on the Lord Jeſus. Send 
forth thy Light and thy Truth into 
all the dark Corners of the Earth : 
That al! Kings may fall 

A _” '; down before him, and all 
 2Y'© » Nations ſerve him. And 
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endue them whom thou haſt placed 
in ſuch high Authority over others: 
with that Divine Spirit which was in 
him: that they may deliver the needy 
when be crieth , the poor alſo, and bim 
that hath no helper. That they may 
ſpare the poor and needy, and ſave and 
redeem their ſoul from deceit and wio- 
lence : and their blood may be precious - 
in their fight. . 
Bleſs theſe Kingdoms wherein we 
live; and as thou haſt long conti- 
nued to us the knowledge of thy 
Fruth': fo give us Grace to bring 
forth Fruit becoming the Goſpel ; 
that thou. mayeſt nor cut us down 
as barren Trees, which cumber the 
Ground. Lord fave the King, and: 
eſtabliſh his Throne in righteouſneſs, 
that we may ſee many happy days 
under his Government, and be com-' 
forted now after the time 
that thou haft plagued us ; 
and for the years wherets we have ſuf- 
fered adverſity. Proſper the pow 
endeavours of all thoſe that- faith-+ - 
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fully feed and inſtrut thy People ; 
and encreaſe the number of them. 
O that the Seed which hath . been 
ſown this day, may take deep, Root 
in all onr hearts, and bring forth 
Fruit abundantly : that being wt 

getful bearers, but doers 
of the word, we ma; be all 
bleſſed in our deeds. Help, us in all the 
Week follow, to {et a 
watch before our mouth ; 
' and to keep the door of our lips. Pie- 
ferve us, that our heart incline not to 
any evil thing, to praftiſe wicked works, 
with Men that work iniquity : but we 

may be always Followers 
| 2nPet-3-13. of that which is good ; 

x Thell 4.1. and as we have received 

how we ought to walk and 
pleaſe thee our God, ſo we may abound 
more and more. 

Protect us, we beſeech thee, and 
all our Friends every where, this 
Night, Grant us quiet and undi- 
+ Ffiurbed reſt and flzep: and awaken 
\--4a the Morning.theſe good Fhowges 


James 1.2 5,26. 


Pal. rgr. 3,4. 


- defigns and affeQions we now bow Þ 
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and deſires again in our hearts, that 
the words of our Saviour 

may abide in us, and we AHA 
in him; till we come to endleſs life 
together wirh him: by whom we 
are encouraged thus to addreſs our 
ſelves unto thee, and to continue to 
pray, as he hath taught us in his holy 
Goſpel, ſaying, 

Our Father, &c. 


_— — 


— 


A ſhorter Form of Prayer for the 
© Lord's Day Morning. 


() Moſt holy and eternally Bleſſed, 
The heaven, and the r__ 

heaven of heavens is thine, ane 
the earth alſo, with all that therein is. ' 


Thou art every where, and canſt 
not be excluded from any place : but 4 
are preſent to the greateſt ſecrets of © ® 


our Souls, and ſeeſt the cloſeſt and '-:1 
molt retired thoughts of our bearts, *} 
Thou knoweſt very well with what  : 


our ſelves before thee, and canſt-not 
be deceived by- any words: that. we 
are able to ſpeak in thy praiſe, ,whihſt 
"our hearts are far from thy fear. and 
"love. 

Behold, O. Lord, our hearts - are 
Full with'defires to-be poſſeſſed: with 
4 mighty reverent ſenſe of thee, and 
of all the benefits thou haſt bowed 
=.' _ onus: and to be lifted up to Hea- 
k  . aven in love to thee, and joy in thee 

F? yhillt we bleſs and praiſe thee, and 
<0 good-of thy Name: We here 
- remember | with _-all - humility and 
lneſs that thou art our Crea- 
" tex, and acknowledge thy care and 
JI _ 4 Li people, 
in. bleſſing ' and fanQaifying a day 
4 | thon "thy" {clf reſtedſt> from 
#3 s, that they might ceaſe 
. fro v all other 
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World. The beavens declare thy glory, 
0 God, and the firmament ſheweth thy 
handy-work. The Sun, the Moon, 
and all the-Hoſt of Heaven proclaim 
the greatneſs and ſplendor of thy Ma- 
jeſty. The whole Earth is full of thy 
rich Goodneſs : ſo is the S_ 
great and wide Sea, where- OE 
in 2 things moving innumerable, 
both ſmall and great Irving Creatures. 
| There is nothing but what ſpeaks of +_ 
thee ; and above. all, the Children 
< Men whom thou haſt Yor 
y made, and curiouſly ' w t, 
and 'imprefſed with thine own I- 
mage ; that they_ might underſtand 
thee and love thee, in all and above 
all things. 

The variety, the order, the lied- 
faftneſs of all thy Works in this 
World, abundantly utter thy . 
ble perſetions. But thou, O Lord by 
thy goodneſs in giving thy Son for 


us, and then raifing him up 
dead, and ſetting him: -at "X. 


hand, haſt given us new 
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wonder and praiſe ; and conſecrated 
a better reſt and holy day of rejoi- 
cing, wherein we ſhould behold the 
Glories of another World, and have 
before our eyes the happineſs thou 
intendeſt for us there, together with 
' all the excellent means which lead 
unto it. Thou piveſt us occaſion not 
only to reflet upon all the good 
things thou haſt provided for our Bo- 
dies; ( which we can never acknow- 
ledge enough : the very health and 
caſe of one Day deſerving the thank- 
fulneſs of many ) but we muſt alſo 
remember, that we are thy redeemed 
anes, and that thou haſt done great 
things for our Souls in thy Son Jeſus, 
who is entred into the heavens for us, 
and gone to prepare a reſting place 
for all thoſe that follow him. This 
exceeding Riches of thy Grace infi- 
nitely ſurpaſſes all our acknowledg- 
ments ; ſince all the Praiſes we are 
able ro render thee, are lefs than is 
due for thy temporal Bleſlings. 

' To this love we owe the know- 


ledge 
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ledge of thee, the true and only- 
God: our freedom from Idolatry, 
and" a vain converſation ; the true 
Principles of holy living ; the bene- 
fir of repentance; the promile of :a 
pardon ; the aſſiſtance of thy Holy 
Spirit ; the Miniſtry of thy Angels ; 
the hope of Immortal Life; and the 
Pledges our Lord hath left us of his 
endleſs love. To this we owe thy 
forbearance in the days of our igno- 
rance ;: thy unwearied patience to- 
wards us in a continual rebellion ; 
and thy earneſt entreaties of us, when 
we were paſſionately bent upon our 
own'deſtrution- Thou haſt ſear us, 
in much love, many holy InſtruQors 
and Guides to bleſſedneſs. We have 
had the Benefit of ſundry pious Ser- 
mons, good Examples, wholeſome 
Admonitions, and ferious Counſels df 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt,. and 
divers reſtraints of fear, and ſhame, 
and love; and thou ſtill purſueſt us 
with thy merciful kindaeks and be- 
{cecheſt us to attend to thy gracious 
N C invi- 
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myitations, - and receive thy Bleſli 'gs, 
and ,make - thee our Ghoice, ang be 
eternally happy in thy Divine fayour 
-and. hkeneſs. _ What ſhall we render 
-to' the 'Lord for all his Benefits to- 
, wards us ? | 

Q help us to manifeſt our real and 
unſigned defires ro make ſome wor- 
thy returns to thee, by our careful 

- 1mprovement of the holy opportuni- 
ty which thou this Day putteſt into 
our hands. O that our minds may 
be more enlightened to underſtand 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus: that our 
Wills may be more ſtedfaſtly reſolv'd 
to cleave unto it ; that our affections 
may be excited to a ſtronger and 
more ardent love to thee, and to a 
greater delight in thee; and all the 
* powers of our Souls diſpoſed to ferve 
thee art all other times, more chear- 
tully and readily, in all the Dutics 
of Piety, Soberneſs, Righteouſneſs, 
and Mercy. So that every Day may 
become an holy reſt to the Lord, by 
.. ceaſing ro do evil, and conſtantly do-Jj , 
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ing well : and we may gplorifie thee 
throughout out whole lite; in all our 
a@ions ſbewing forth thy- 
praiſes, who baſt called us, * © © 7 
out of darkneſs into thy marvelous light. 
And enlighten, Good Lord, the whole 
World with the Beams of thy glorious 
Goſpel." And diſpoſethe Hearts of all 
Chriſtian people,, among whom the 
Sun, of Ri reoulneſs (hath ſhone: ſo 
long, to walk as Children of the Light : 
That fo they may offer up unto thee 
this day moſt acceptable Sacrifices, 
for themſelves and for al-Mankind ; 
- and-be fitted and prepared by ſerving 

thee in + | onprpronde true holineſs 
| here, to ſhine forever, in his heavenly 
Kingdom, with Chrift Jeſus our Savi- 
our. By whom thou haſt given us a 
good hope in Thee, that thou wilt 
hear our Prayers, and-do for us above 
_ all thar we can ask or think; which 
; we humbly beg 1a thoſe holy words, 
__ which he hath raught us, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c. 


C 2 ZE Another 
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Another at N ight. ha F 


Moſt Bleſſed for evermare'; the 
Father of Mercies, and the God 
_ of all Comfort. Flow precious are thy 
' #houghts tous ward > How great is the 
- ſamm._ of them 2 Thou reneweſt thy 
; favours, contigually, andart an Pqu- 

ring upon -us le Benefits ; 
of which this. is not the” leaff, that 
thou giveſt us leave to come into thy 
Preſence, to.call thee Father,. and'to 
make known our requeſts to thee, by 
. Prayer and Supplication withThank(- 
giving. We accept, O'Lord, with 
all thankfulneſs this thy great grace 
and loving kindneſs to us; and are 
1 here- 8gain-pro(lrate before thee this 
, Evening, \to,acknowledge thy Good- 
neſs in making us ſuch excellent Crea- 
tures ; 'Capable.to know thee, and ac- 
knowledge thee, and love thee; and 
by being made like thee, to be eter- 
TY happy with thee. 


© Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be thy name, that we are 
now alive;''and that ' we: have lived 
ſo long in health, and fQrength, and 
peace, and plenty of all-pgood things :- 
whereas our Eyes might have been 
confumed with grief, our Bones ſore: 
vexed,” and we ' might have mingled 
our * Drink vWith' continual weeping. 
We are bound aunto'thee forthe free 
uſe of 'our underſtandings ; for the 
good inchnations we find 1n our Will ; 
tor any devout” affeRions which are 
flirring in our hearts; for all the ad- 
vantages we have had by our edu-- 
cation; good compaiiy, and holy ex- 
amples: and more eſpecially for the 
illumigations of the Holy Ghoſt by 
thy bleſſed” Goſpel ; the breathings: 
of” it frequently into our Spirits; the 
pow. : Ae haſt uſed-ro draw: 
wp = thee; ;*and the great-and preci- 

5 promiſes: whereby \thy love. un 
Chriſt eas conſtrains us to reſign our 
ſelves intirely to the obedience of thy- 
Precepts, 

We "ought Jikiwiſe to! > admire and? 


Is - praiſe: 
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praiſe thee, for-thy, Goodneſs to all. 
thy Creatures who live daily . upon 
thy bounteous/allowance. The eyes . 
PAL. 145. of all wait on thee, and 
thou giveſt them their food 
in due ſeaſon. Thon diftuſeſt thy 
Riefſings in ſeveral Streams to every 
one of them, according totheir needs. 
oat lod That thougiveſt them, they 
gather : thou openeſt thy 
hand, they. are filled with _ We 
ove thee the Glory of thy plentiful 
proviſion thou haſt made for them ; 
2nd more particularly admire thy 
great liberality to the Children of 
Men ; under :whoſe feet thou haſt 
- pur in ſubjeQion, all Sheep and Oxen; 
yea; and the Beaſts of the Field, fo 
Fowl of the Air, w the FifÞ of ts : 
" Sea, | and whatſoever paſſeth "4 ro reg 
the paths of the Waters. ord, 
we praiſe thee for thy Per? to: 
thoſe-who praiſe thee not themſelves. 
| Be thou adored and acknowledged 
- iathy Bovinty,. which/beſtows ſo ma- 
" ay Bleſſiogs unasked and  --" 
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and continues them notwithſtanding 
abundance of provocations, and moſt 
high offences that they have given to: 
thy merciful kindneſs. 

And let thy Goodneſs to thy 
Church be never forgotten by us, 
which thou haſt in all Ages prote- 
Red and defended: in a marvellous 
manner propagating the Goſpel of 
our Saviour, confounding its Oppo- 
ſers, and ſpreading it. by the: Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt over the face of 
the Earth. We thank thee for thy 
ſingular favour to theſe Countries 
wherein we live. To whom theſe 
glad-tidings of Salvation have reach- 
ed; and who have Tong enjoyed a 
more glorious light than many other 
places; and being delivered from 
the darkneſs of Popiſh Superſtition, 
and from: ſundry attempts that have 
been made to bereave us of this hap- 
pinels; and are again ſettled after 
many confuſions in a peaceable en- 
- joyment of. thy true Religion: : 
which thou- haſt alſo continued tq 

C 4 - WS. , 


us, though we have not brought forth 
Fruit worthy of the Goſpel of thy 
Grace. 

O that a'l thy undeſerved Gcod- 
neſs may have this effet upon us ; 
to make us heartily love thee, and 
devoutly worſhip thee, and zealous- 
ly obey thee, and ſtedfaſtly truſt and 
hope in thee for ever. That by a 
careful improvement of the knowledge 
of thee our God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom thou haſt given us 
all things that pertain unto Life and 
Godlineſs; we may ſtill enjoy this in- 
eſlimable treaſure, and all thy love 
to us M2Y at laſt be finiſhed in thoſe 
eternal joys, which he hath promi- 
ſed to the faithſul. And as we have 
been taught, exhorted and encoura- 
ged this Day out of thy holy Word ; 
and have likewiſe publickly acknow- 
ledged our obligations to thee, and 
made profeflion of love, and grati- 
tude, and dutifulneſs to thy Divine 
Megity : ſo help us all the Week fol-. 

wing openly to teſtifie the o_ 

an 
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and honeſty of our hearts, in all this, . 
by- a blameleſs - converſation; in all 
humility, meeknels, temperance, righ- 
teouſneſs, charity, and peace, With all 
them that call ow the Lord oat of a pure 
beart. - 
Bleſs our Sovereign, the Defender - 
of the Faith we profeſs, and all em- 
ployed+ under him, in- their: ſeveral 
. Offices : that they may belaſtruments - 
of continuing to us theſe holy oppor- 
tunities; With all other good things- 
that may make theſe Kingdoms hap» 
py. O that all our Friends may be: 
thine ; and if we have any Enemies, . 
Father, forgive them. Comfort and 
ſupport the ſick, the needy, and all 
other diſtreſſed perſons, with an im-- 
moveable belicf -" thy wiſe and good 
Providence ;: to - which - give them 
Grace patiently and obediently to re- 
ſign themſelves. And when all our 
ſenſes this Night ſhall be bound up- 
with ſleep, be thou, O Lord, our- 
Keeper : and after the refreſhment tof , 
that repoſe, and this holy- reſt from - 

C 5; our: 
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eur Labours,. raife vs'in the Mornin 

to return; unto them with: chearfu 
minds, and ready wills ; praiſing till 
and magnifying thy multiplied mer- 


cies. to us in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom 


we preſent our ſelves and Petitions 
to thee; ſaying further, as-he hath, 
taught us,. 


Our Father, &C. 


Another for the Afternoon, or a other 
time of that Day. 


Moſt Holy, Glorious, and Bleſ- 
ſed: Thy Name isexcellent in. 
all ite Earth ,. and thou- art for ever 
praiſcd-by all the Hoſt: of Heaven, 
who are never weary: of: thy Service. 
We thy Creatures, "Cinful Duſt and: 
Aſhes, have many times profelled it 
x our happineſs to join wich thoſe 
ons = 
worſhipping , and: loyin 
Theo, the: great Lord of alt; with 
pure: 
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pure hearts, in unity of Spirit, ſin- 
cere friendſhip, and brotherly accord 
one with another. We lave often: 
ſpoken great things of thee ; and de- 
clared' thy Service to be the ſweeteſt 
pleaſure, and one hour — in holy 
Meditations, devout AfﬀecRtions, and 
chearful Thankſgivings, to be far bet- 
ter than all. the time weſpend in other- 
employments. 

How much then, if we mean fin- 
cerely, and according to our words, - 
ſhould our hearts rejoice that' we 
may ſpend a day in thy Courts, and* 
are invited to a longer attendance on' 
thy Divine Majeſty, in the duties of- 
thy Worſhip and Service ? We arg' 
aſhamed that . any wearineſs ſhould: 
ſeize” on our Spirits; and that' it 
ſhould be irkſome- to us, to renew 
our thoughts and acknowledgments- 
of thy irifinite Goodneſs, Behold, Q: 
Lord, we are reſolved apain to ad-- 
dreſs our ſelves unto thee with praiſe 
and thapkſgiving, for granting -us 
ſuch happy opportunities to — 
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back to thee, the Author of our Be- 
ing ; to. lift up our Souls towards our 
Heavenly Country ; and unite them 
to the firſt and chicfeſt Good ; from 
whence we derive whatfoever we 
Have or hope toenjoy.. Beſeeching thee 
to. help us to draw near unto thee, 
with hearts full of wonder at thy in- 
comprehenſible Majeſty ; full of love: 
tothy moſt Wiſe and Almighty Good- 
neſs; full of thankfulneſs for thy Be- 
nefits ; full of defires to be what thou 
wouldf{t have us; and full of joy that 
thou wouldſt have us be fo happy, in. 
being made thy Children, Partakers. 
of a-Divine Nature, and Heirs of Im- 
mortal Life. 

- We admire thy Glory, O great- 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, which. 
ſhines in the whole Creation ;_ thy 
greater Glory in the Work. of our 
Redemption, by the miraculous. 
Birth, Life, Death, and ReſurreRion 
of Chriſt Jeſus; and the greateſt of all 
which we hope and wait for at his 
Appearing, when he ſhall come to. be 


admie 
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admired in bis Saints, and glorified in 
all them that Believe. Thou haſt 
done -great things for us already, 
thou haſt promiſed to do greater, 
and thou art daily performing thy 
Promiſes, and preparing us for the 
accompliſhment of them all, in the 
higheſt Bleſſedneſs. 

O God of all grace, make us wiſer- 
Stewards than we have been, of thy 
manifold Gifts and Graces, which we 
are intruſted withal. Help us care- 
fully to- husband this facred opportu- 
nity which thou continueſt to us, to: 
| the beſt advantage of our immortal 
Souls. Gather in-our thoughts from 
our ordinary buſineſs. Fix them on: 
thy felf; and hold them in the con» 
templation- of thy infinte Mercies, 
and of thoſe Divine Truths which: . . 
repreſent our Duty, and thy exceed=- 
ing love and kindneſs towards' us.. 
Chaſe away. all worldly affeQions;. 
and over-awe our Spirits with-a ſenſe- 
of thy divine preſence ;. that by ſer= 


ving. thee with a religious reverence: 
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this day, we may be diſpoled to walk 
in thy fear all the reſt of our lives: 
Having a grateful remembrance of 
thy benefits ; a deepand ſerious refle- 
Qion upon our own reſolutions, and 
thy gracious promiſes : an holy jea» 
louſe over our ſelves, leſt we ſhould 
be unfaithful' to them : and a pious 
care in all things to approve our ſelves 
the conſlant and diligent Servants of 
the Lord Jeſus. 

O that our thankſulneſs, and good 
afſeQions, and zealous deſires, may 
not end with our Prayers, nor con- | 
clude with this Day: But we may 
be poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſtrong and 
habitual ſenſe of thee, and of aur 
obligations to thee, that we may eve- 
ry Gay earneſtly and heartily ſerve 

e in all the ations of Chriſtian 
Piety, and- be unwearied in well-do- 
ing unto the concluſion of our lives. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, with 
all - other things which thou judgeſt 
neceſfry for us, or for thy whole 
Church ; whoſe Services this day we 
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humbly. beſeech thee, may be accep» 
table to thee; though the Merits and 
Interceſlion of Chriſt Jeſus, our moſt 
bleſſed:Lord and Saviour. 'To whom 
with-Thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
rendred, as is molt due, all Honour, 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe, with the 
moſt- affeionate and faithful Obes» 
dience, both now and for ever more.. 
Amen. 


Another: 


= Moſt holy, great and glorious: 3 


Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. 
To whom all the bleſſed. Company 
above, do with the higheſt admira® -- 
tion and love, give continual praiſe, 
and thanks, and honour, and wos- 
ſhip, and obedience; acknowledge- 
ing thou art above all that they. are 
able to ſpeak of thee, or aſcribe and 
render thee. Much more art. thou 
exalted above the. thoughts of ſuch 


poor Mortals as-we, who are cloathed 
with. Fleſh, and live far remote 


the 
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the Throne of thy glory. And yet, 
fuch is thy goodneſs, thou-:conde- 
fcendeſt to admit ; nay, to draw us to 
a Fellowſhip with thoſe holy Spirits ;. - 
that we may thereby be made happy 
and called thy Servants, though when 
we have done the beſt we can, very 
unprofitable. 

What is Man, that thou art mind- 
ful of him? What are the Sons of 
Men: that thou doſt at all conſider 
them ? Thou haſt crowned us with 
Glory and Honour here below, and 
raiſed us to a Dominion over the 
works of thy hands. Thou. haſt. 
endued us with underſtandings to: 
know thee, and with Wills to love- 
thee ;; whoſe moſt excellent Wiſdom, 
Almighty. Power, and | 
Geodneſs,we'diſcover in all thy works 
of; wonder. 

But what is ſinful man, that thou: 
ſhouldeſt ſo much regard him, as to 
ſead after him, to ſeek and fave him, 
when he was loſt 2 Lord, WhatGrace 
was this, that thou ſhouldeſt _ 
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ſafe to ſpeak with us,” and communi» 
cate any thing of thy mind ro fuch 
forgerſul and ungrateſul Wretches? 
But that thou ſhoaldeſt ſpeak to us 
by thy Son, and declare thy mindin 
ſuch words of Grace and Favour, and 
publiſh ſuch kind intentions to- 
wards us, and recover us with ſo 
much coſt, and purchaſe us. to thy 
ſelf with the precious bloud of thy 
Son Jeſus, and ſend thy holy Spirit 
to purifie us; that we might have 
thy Image renewed in us, and'be 
made fit Society fot thy ſelf again, 
and reſtored to immortal life : Lord! 
how much doth it exceed all btchef, 
hadſt thou not given us, in tender 
Mercy, ſuch abundant aſſurance of 
it ? 
. We have thoſe Reaſons to bleſs 
thee, which the Angels have not. 
We muſt admire thee; not only as 
the great Creator and Preſerver of 
all things, which we heartily do, 
and pive thee the Glory of all thy 
marvellous works : bur alſo as the 
Redeemer 
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Redeemer of Mankind out of a for- 
lorn condition, by the manifeſtation 
of thy ſelf in our fleſh, by the blood 
of thy Son, the conſtant breathings 
of the Holy Ghoſt, the light of thy 
Golpel, and an unwearied Patience, 
which harh waited on us, and pro- 
pounded to us no leſs happineſs than 
to fit together in heavenly places in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; who is advanced far a- 
bove all Principalities and Powers, 
and every Name that is named, 'not 
only in this World, but in that alſo 
which is to come. 

We praiſe thee, O God ; we mag- 
nific thy moſt holy Name ; we con- 
feſs our ſelves bound to thee above 
all other Creatures, that we have any 
knowledge of : for we are twice thy 
Creatures, -and thou haſt a double ti- 
the to all we have. O ſtir up all that 
is within us to bleſs thee, and love 
thee, and offer up the Sacrifice of 
thankſgiving to thee. Fill our hearts 
with joy and gladneſs, that we have 


another opportunity, wherein to re- 
COUnt 
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count thy Mercies to us to be further 
mſtruced in thy Mind and Will de- 
clared by our Saviour ; and tobe un- 
der the comfortable influences of Hea- 
ven,to cheriſh thoſe holy thoughts, af- 
{etions,and reſofutions,which are be- 
gun in us, and to promote our growth 
and encreaſe in all Wiſdom, Goodneſs 
and Vertue: | 
Poſlels us with ſuch a ſtrong ſenſe 
of thy continued love towards us ; 
that we .may teſtifie our true and 
hearty thankfulneſs for it, by atten» 
tive conſideration of all that we hear 
out of thy Holy Word ; and by laying. 
it up in our hearts ; and cſteeming it 
more than the greateſt Treaſures of 
this World : and endeavouring every. 
Day to have our Converſation as be-* 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. Thatſo' 
our Praiſes being not meerly words, 
but real deeds, and all the fruits' 
of righteouſneſs ; we may be bleſſed 
in our deed, and at lait here our 
Lord ſpeaking to us in thoſe gracious 
words, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
| inherit 
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inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the beginning of the World. And 
let thy merciful cars, O Lord, be 
open to the Prayers and thankful ac- 
knowledgments of thy whole Church. 
Which we beſcech thee to deferd and 
cleanſe : and becauſe it cannot continue 
in ſafety without thee, preſerve it ever- 
more by thy help and goodneſs. The 
whole Bady of it is governd and ſan- 
Rified by thy Spirit, whoſe Heavenly 
Grace we implore for all Eſtates of 
men in thy Holy Church ; that every 
Member of the ſame in his Vacation and 
Miniſtry, may truly and godlily ſerve thee, 
through our Lord andSaviourFeſusChriſt, 
Who was content to die for us; and 
is raiſed from the dead, and now lives 
for evermore to make interceſſion for 
us ;. to whom-with thee, OFatherof 
Mercies, and thy Holy Spirit, 'be eter- 
nal Praiſes. Amen. | 


#7 
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A Prayer for the Morning, when there 
is a Communion. 


() Moſt holy, holy, holy Lord God 
Almighty ; the Father of Mer- 
cies, the God of Peace and Comfort, 
by whoſe Power we, and all things 
elſe, were created, and by whoſe good 
Providence we are all preſerved: and 
maintained. Be thou eternally bleſ- 
ſed and praiſed, worſhipped and ſer- 
ved, with the moſt ardent love, who 
haſt made mankind fo like to thy ſelf, 
and ordered ſo many of thy Creatures 
to {erve us, and choſen rather to 
make us anew, and create «s again 
in Chriſt Feſus unto good _ oheſ. 2 
works, than let us be un- $75 20 
done by our ſhameful. diſobedience 
to thee. For thou baſt ſent thy on 
ly begotten Son into the z 
' World ( adoredbethy in- 392 326: 
conceivable love ! ) that whoſoever 
believeth in him might not periſh, but 
'' bave everlaſting Life. And —_— 
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laid down his Life for that end, and 
redeemed us by his Blood-from the 
hands of our. enemies; and trium- 
phed over them all moſt gloriouſly ; 
and 1n token thereof aſcended into 
Heaven ; and poſlcfſed the Crown of 
Immortal Lite, and fat down at thy 
rignt hand, and obtained Dominion 
over Angels, and Men and all Crea- 
tures. | 
We have felt the bleſſed fruits of 
his Death, and Reſurretion, and 
Royal Power, whereby he is able to 
=_ ſave to the uttermoſt all 
' 7+ 35: them that come to thee by 
him. Thy holy ſpirit hath breathed 
often into our hearts : we have been 
inſtructed in the Goſpel of thy Grace: 
and thy Servants, the Miniſters of 
thy Word, have not ccaſed to. call 
upon us, yea, to importune us to fol- 
low after our Saviour, to that hea- 
venly bliſs in which he lives. ' And 
now again thou vouchſateſt to us an 
happy opportunity to _ improve 'our 
{clves in Chriſtizaa Wiſdom, Devoti- 


on, 
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'on, and Holineſs ; and we have re- 


ceived thy kind invitations to the 
neareſt approaches to thy Divine 


Majeſty. 


-O fill us, we pray thee, with a 
lixely and ſtrong ſenſe of thy boun- 
teous Goodneſs, which hath been ſo 
many ways expreſſed towards us. 
Fill us with pious diſpoſitions to re- 
ceive more of it according to thy pre- 
cious promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus. Stir up 
in us ſuch thankful acknowledgments 


ro Thee, ſuch hearty reſolutions to 
obey Thee, ſuch earneſt deſires and 


longings to partake more and more 
of thy Divine Nature, ſuch love, de- 
light, and joy in well-doing, that our 
Souls may be lifted up above, to that 
glorious place where our dear Savi- 
our is; and we may comfortably ex- 
pe, and. be truly prepared: for, a 
bleſſed tranſlation thither at the great 
Day of his appearing. 

Our great unfruitfulneſs, we con- 
ſeſs, in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
may juſtly make thee deny thy gra- 

CIOUsS 
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cious influences from Heaven upon 
us. But, O God of all grace, who 
multiplieſt Mercy, and delighteſt in 
doing good, pardon us, and make us 
better; by the Bloud of thy Son 1n- 
rerceeding for us, and the power of 
thy Spirit working i in us. UYuicken 
our Souls to hear thy Holy Word 
with greater fear and reverence ; to 
ſing thy praiſes with greater chear- 
fulneſs and gladneſs ; to pray to thee 
with more earneſt affeQion and ſtea- 
dineſs of mind, to approach to thy 
holy Table with the deepeſt humili- 
ty and devotion of- ſpirit ; and to 
receive the renewed pledges of thy 
love,. to our very great encreaſe in 
Faith, and Hope, and Love, to Thee, 
and to all th? World : that fo this 
may be a good Day to our Souls, 
and we may be diſpoſed and enabled 
to ſpend the reſt of our Days better, 
as becomes the redeemed - of © the 
Lord, who have taſted how graci- 

ous he is, and who have received the 
earneſt of Eternal Life: O that our 
CONR- 
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converſation may be in Heaven, by 
the conſtant love and exerciſe of pu» 
rity, righteouſneſs, mercy and godlj- 
neſs: That we ever ſtudying to glo- 
rifie thee, our heaveoly Father, by 
bearing much of this g-:0d Fruit, may 
have the more aſſured hope, that thou 
wilt glorifie us with thy (elf. 

And inſpire, we beſeech thee, the 
hearts of all others that meet toge- 
th r this Day, to magnifie thy great 
and glorrous Name, with the like 
religious affections towards thee. 
Kings of the Earth, and 
all People ; Princes, and o— 148,115 
all Fudges of the Earth, 

Both young men and maidens, old 
men and children ; let them praiſe 
the Name of the Lord ; for his Name 
alone is excellent, bis Glory is above 
be Earth _ —_— Let them of- 

er to him the ſacrifice 

of thankſgiving, and fe 0 2c 
clare bis WG, with rejoicing. Let 
them preſent themſelves a 
living Sacrifice, boly, ac» 

D 


Rom, $2. 1. 


ceptable 
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ceptable unto him, which is our reaſon- 
able ſervice. 

Teach us all, O God, the way of thy 
Statutes ; and enable us 
to keep it unto the end. 
Diſpoſe our hearts to ſuch a love of 
all Chriſtian Vertues that we may ut 
ls on ( as thy ele Children 
12.6% *: Holy and beloved ) bow- 

els of mercies, kindneſs, 

humBleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long 
ſuffering, forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel again(t any ; even as Chriſt 
forgave us, incline us all ſo to do, and 
above all. theſe things put on charity, 
which is the bond of perfeFneſs. And 
let the peace of thee our God rule in our 
hearts, to which we are called in one 
Body ; and make us ever truly thankful. 
Hear us we beſeech thee, O moſt 
merciful Father ; and after we have 
perfeted holineſs here in thy fear, 
bring us all to compleat our praiſes 
. and . thankſgivings to thee, in the 
great Alembly of Saints'and Angels, 
, tr 0 Ug'1 


Pal. 119. 35. 


"_ —_— ge — _— Jm—m—_Y — 


Sunday. Prayers for Families. 51 


through Chriſt Jeſus our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour : 7o whom be 


Glory both now and for 2 Pt. 3 "0 
ever. Amen. | 


Our Father, &c. 


—_ 


— - —_ — —__ 


A Prayer at Night, when there hath 
been a Communion. 


() Eternally Bleſſed Lord God ; 
| the Creatour of the World, 
the Father, of Angels and Men, the 
King of Infinite Majeſty and Power, 
who ra do Bu thou pleaſeſt 
every where. The hea- 

Ven, Sha the heaven of © ras ir 
heavens cannot contain thee ; who art 
enthroned only ir. thy own Great- 
neſs, and crowned with the Glory 
of thy own uncommunicated perfe- 
ions: There is nothing can be ad- 
ded to thee by us or any other Crea- 
tures ; of whoſe Services thou haſt 
1,0. need, ſeclog thou 'art abſolute- 
ny D 2 ly 
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ly happy in thy ſelf, and give zo 
_ life, and breath, and 
= 17 75 all things. Butit is our 
perfection and happineſs to admire 
and praiſe thee whom we cannot 
comprehend; to love thee as much 
as we know thee; and to obey thee 
as much as —__ thee, _ a pers 
| fed heart, aud with a 
2 Chron. 20, iing mind; for the 
Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 
Sandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts. | 
We' praiſe thee therefore, O God, 
we acknowledge thee to be the Lord, 
We pive thee the Glory that is due 
unto thy Name: and with hearty 
love offer -up our {clves again intire- 
ly unto thee, whoſe we are, and for 
whom we were made.. Juſtice and 
oratitade, © fear and love, hope and 
intereſt, whatſoever hath any power 
to move our hearts, da. all prels, 
and mightily urge us canſtantly to 
devote and conſecrate oyr Souls and 
Bodies to thy faithful Service. We 
CAll= 
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cannot neglect. thee, unleſs we will 
caſt awav our ſelves ; nor fin againſt 
"thee, unleſs we will be our own 
Accuſcrs, Judges and Tormentors ; 
and throw our ſelves into the preat- 
e.t miſeries. Thou haſt been ſo good 
t) us; that if we ſhould not become 
good likewiſe, we muſt hate and ab- 
hor our ſelves ; who cannot but love 
and delight in thoſe, who ſhow us any 
kindneſs, and beſtow any benefits up- 
on us : though they are but thy Mi- 
n ſters and Servants, that have no- 
thing, and can do nothing, but what 
thou haſt ' given them, and inclineſt 
them to do. 

By thee we were formed and 
brought out of our Mother's Womb. 
And by a greater mercy were carly 
born again, and made thy Children 
in Chrilt Jeſus. We have been thy 
care ever ſince ; and been inſtructed: 
in -that Covenant of Grace ( into- 
which. at our. Baptiſm we were re» 
ceived) by the knowledge thou haſt 
given us of thy 'B'elled. Goſpel. 

D 3 Wherein 
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Wherein we read the” great love of 
our Saviour in dying for us; and 
rave the promiſe of his Spirit to 
ſanQifie and govern us; his holy 
Precepts for the Rule of our ations ; 
his glorious Example to excite and 
quicken us; and the hope of eternal 
Bliſs by his ReſurreRtion from the . 
dead, to encourage and comfort us 10 
well-doing, And in the mean time 
we enjoy the Society of thy Saints ; 
the Miniſtery of rhy Angels; and 
the direQion and aſliſtance of thy 
faithful Servants, thy Ambaſladors 
of Peace and Reconciliation with 
thee. 

All which Fruits of thy wonderful 
Love we have long enjoyed; and 
thou haſt this day entertained us at 
thy Table ; where thou haſt refreſh- 
ed us with the Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt Jeſus; the 
Earneſt of a bleſſed Reſurreftion, 
and the pledge of Immortality. Be- 
ſides innumerable good things, which 
thy moſt tender mercy hath been. 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed to beſtow upon our Bodies, 
to make our paſſage to that Bleſſed- 
neſs, through all the troubles and 
dangers of this Life, the more eaſe 
and delightful to us. And all this 
thou haſt done for. thoſe who have 
been too idle and uſeleſs, cold and 
dull, inconſtant, and ſoon weary of 
their Duty, forgetful of Benefits, and 
unfaithful to their own Promiſes. But 
_ thy Infinite Goodnels ſtill continues 
. todoit; to make us more diligent, 
more 2zeaious, More ſtedfaſt and im- 
moveable, more mindful of thee, and 
of our own holy Purpoſes, that we 
may be abundant, as there is reaſon, 
in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that our labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. 

And that is the moſt ſincere and 
fervent deſire of our Souls likewile, 
who here moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
by the Power of thy Holy Spirit to 
. preſerve in us a perpetual and affe= 
Qionate remembrance of all thy un- 
deſerved kindneſs to us. Stir up alf 

| 'Da4  w$hat 
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that is within us every Morning to 
bleſs and praiſe thy Holy Name : 
That by a renewed, ſerious acknow- 
Iedgment of thy Benefits, we may 
be more and more ſtirred up r9 love, 
and to all good Works. O that the 
Lord Jeſus may be always in our 
thoughts, and in our hearts; that 
we may make him our Pattern, as he 
is our hope! O that nothing may be 
ſodear unto us in this World, as his 
holineſs, his humility, his g-odnefs 
and Chariy, ms mcekneſs and pa- 
rience, his entire truſt in thee. and 
reſignation to thee, his delight to do 
thy Will, O God, in hope of that 
eternal Life, which thou 
who canſt not lye haſt pro- 
miſed to us. Fix our minds and affe- 
Ctions more ſtedfaſtly on that Glory 
wherewith he is crowned, by his 
obedient ſuffering of Death, that we 
may never/be weary nor faint in our 
minds under any ſufferings tor welk 
doing ; but continuing faithful to 
the Death, may alſo receive the 
Crown 


IM. 3. 
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Crown of Life. And be graciouſly 
pleaſed, O Lord, to fulfil the de- 
vout Prayers of thy Church, which 
have been this day offered unto thee 
for all Mankind; Eſpecially for alk 
Chriſtian people, for theſe Kingdoms, 
for our Sovereign and all the Royal 
Family, for our Spiritual' Paſtors and 
Governours, for all forts and condi- 
tions of men among us. Let al thoſe 
Supplications for Grace, Mercy and 
Peace ; together with all the Praiſes: 
and: Thankſgivings which have been: 
rendred for all thy Bleſſings, be 
ever acceptable in thy fight, Of 
Lord, our ſtrength and our Re- 
deemer. 

And particularly, we beſeect 
thee to accept of this our boun+ 
den Duty and Service ; pity our 
great weakneſſes ; pardon all our-. 
ſins and* negligences ; £1d deny us 


not the Grace of thy Holy Spirit,. - - 


which we have implored, to enable 
us to amend our lives according, to 
thy holy Word : But after thou haſt 

Ds Foe 
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refreſhed us with quiet fleep this 
Night, let us feel it moving our hearts 
ro the ſame holy thoughts, acknow- 
kdgments, defires and reſolutions 
Which it now works in us; through 
thy mercy declared to us in Chriſt 
Feſus.. In whoſe words we conclude 
our Prayers, ſaying, as he hath taught 
BS5 


Our Father which. art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom 
come > Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven : Grve us this Day our 
daily Bread: And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil, &c. 


(59) 
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Monday-Morning, 

E humble ourſelves, O Lord 

Y of Heaven and Earth, before 
thy glorious Majeſty ; we heartily ac-* 
knowledge thy Sovereign Dominion 
over us and all Creatures; we praiſe 
and magnifie thy eternal Power, Wif- 
dom, Goodneſs and Truth ; and we. 
render thee our moſt unfeigned thanks. 

- for the innumerable Benefits which: 
thou in thy Bounty haſt loaded: us: 
withal: Above all for the gracious: 
. Declaration thou haſt made of thy: : 
Good-will to us in Chriſt Jeſus 3 by 
whom thou haſt invited and encourae... . .* 

ged Sinners to return: to thee, and dim 7 MY 
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We bluſh to think of our ſhameful 
forgetfulneſs of thee, and ingratitude 
to thee ; to whom we owe all that 
we have in this World, and all our 
hopes in the next. We moſt humbly 
implore thy tender mercies in the 
forgiveneſs. of all our fins, whereby 
we have offended either in thought, 
word or deed, againſt thy juſt and 
holy Laws. For we are truly ſorry 
for all our miſdoings: we utterly re- 


hounce whatſoever is contrary to thy 


Will, and here devote our felves cn- 


tirely to the obedience thereof. Ac: 


cept, O moſt merciful Father, of this 
renewed Dedication, which we make 
of our whole .man, Body, Soul and 
Spirit to thee: And as thou doſt in- 
ipire us with holy reſolutions, fo ac+ 
company them always with the aſli- 
ſtance of thy Grace ; that we may be 
able every day to offer up our ſelves 


\.., more ſincerely, and more cheerfully 


to thee; with more pure affeQion. 


and hearty devotion, and ready dilpo® © |}. 
Rees 
Weg: 


* 

. 

6 - 

. «4 
* 

"4 ye” 


_ Jition to thy Service. 
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: 
. 
. 


- 
. "8 
= 


—_ 


Monday. Prayers for Families, 6x 


We adore thy great Grace which 
hath brought Salvation to us, and 
teach us that denying all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, we 

ſhould Irve ſoberly, righ- Tit. 2. 11, 12. 
teouſly and godly in this preſent World. 
We will endeavour, O Lord, to pre- 
ſerve a grateful ſenſe of thy mighty 
Love in our minds, and to follow the 
DoRrine and Example of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus ; as becomes thoſe who 
have ſuch a Llefed hope, and look for 
ſo great Salvation at the Day of his 
glorious Appearing. We defire a- 
bove all things ro be ſo pure and un- 
defiled, ſo meek and gentle, fo hum- 
ble and lowly, fo juſt and mercifal 
ſo peaceable and patient, contented 
and thankful as our bleſſed Lord and' 
Maſter was : And we hope that thou - 


wilt fulfil all the gracious. promiſes - 
he hath made to us, which we clteem; 


far greater Treaſure than th HERS 
of- Gold and Silver. They are: thei. 5] 
I - apport, the comfort, the fatisfaGiog*; ; - 
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that it may be to thy Servants accor- 
ding. to his word. 

Thou haſt mercifully kept us the 
laſt Night, bleſſed be thy continued 
Goodneſs, and raiſed us again to ſee 
the light of this Morning : Receive 
us likewiſe all this Day into thy pro- 
tection, to which we moſt humbly 
commit our ſelves. We truſt our 
ſelves and all belonging to us with 
thee our Creator and Redeemer. We 
fubmit to thy Orders, and are willing 
to do and ſufter what thou pleaſeſt ; 

Waiting for the mercy of 
| Jude 21. our Lord Chriſt Jeſus unto 
eterral life. 

And we deſire, thou knowelt, the 
Good of a!l Mankind, as well as our 
own, eſpecially of ail Chriſtian 
People : that they may all walk 
worthy of the Goſpel, and live to- 
gether in unity and godly love. For 
which end, we pray that all Chri- 
ſtian Kings, Princes and Governours, 
may be wiſe, pious, juſt and merci- 
full; endeavouring that all —— HY. 
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jeAs may lead peaceable lives under 
them, in all godlineſs and honeſty. 
And more particularly that our So- 
vereign may be bleſſed with a reli- 
+ gious, quiet, long and proſperous 
Reign : and that all his Miniſters of 
State, and Officers of Juſtice, may 
conſcientiouſly diſcharge the truſt 
that is repoſed in them ; ſeeking in 
their ſeveral places how to right 
the oppreſſed, to comfort the affli- 
&ed, to provide for the poor and 
needy, and to relieve all thoſe that 
are in any miſery. Bleſs all our ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors and InſtruQors : ſuc- 
ceed their labours ; and give us Grace 
to — their godly admonitions, 
to efteem them very high- 

ly in love for __ —_ agate. 
ſake z and to be at peace among oun 
ſelves. The ſame Bleſlings we crave- 
for all our Friends, Relations and Ac-._ 
quaintance; that we may. all live in 
erfect love and peace. together ; | 
thier, and to all men ſo faithiblly: 
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that we may give a comfortable ac- 
count of our felves, and rejoice to- 
gether at the great Day of the Lord 
Jeſus. In whoſe holy words we be- 
ſeech thee to help us ſtill more hearti- 
ly to offer up our deſires to thee. 


Our Father, &c. 


At Night. 
Ave; and moſt merciful Fa- 
m 


ther; by whom: we were 
ade, and in whom we live, move, 
and have our Being : to whoſe ten- 
der compaſſions we owe our ſafety 
the day paſt, together with all the 
comforts of this preſent life, and the 
hopes of that which is tro come.. We 
praiſe and” laud thee, O Lord, the 
Creator and Governor of the World. 
'We aſcribe all Greatneſs, Might, Ma» 
_ .* (feſty, Wiſdom, Riches and Bounty | |. 

: by-thee:; whom all the Hoſt of Hea-* | 
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ven continually admires and acknow- 
ledges with the moſt joyful reve- 
rence. We bow our ſelves likewiſe 
before thee, and worſhip thee, in an 
humble ſenſe, that we are nothing in 
compariſon with thee, and we have 
nothing but what we receive from 
thee. Unto thee do we Pſal. 75. 1. 
orve thanks, unto thee do Pal. 43. 4 
we give thanks, O God, ©*'9- 

our exceeding joy, who daily poureſt thy 
Benefits uf23 us, 

Bleſſed be thy grcat Goodaeſs, for 
the long healch, which by thy f-veur 
- we have enjoyed ; for our Food and 
our Raiment ; for our Peace and our 
ſafety ; for the ſociety of our Friends, 
and the love of our Neighbour ; for 
the ſucceſs thou haſt given to our ho- 
neſt labours after the things of this 
Life, and to our pious end-avours tO 


attain that Life which is immortal. -. ' 


We can never bleſs thee enough for 
that wonderful Grace, which tent Je- 
ſus Chriſt to reveal that eternal-lite 
. t0:1i5, and to diret.us in the ey 


”” Oo” 
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leads unto it ; by his dwelling among 
us, and by his dying for us, and by 
his riſing again to be the Lord of Lite 
and Gtory, and to ſend his Apoſtles 
to preach this glad-tidings of Salva- 
tion to the World. We thank thee 
with all our Souls, that we feel in our 
hearts any motion towards thee; and 
that we have made the leaſt Progreſs 
in thoſe Paths of Life, which thy 
Goodneſs hath laid before us fo plain- 
ly in thy 2o!y Gaſpel. 

Behold, O Lord, we preſent our 
{clves here before thee to be inſpired 
with-ſuch a vigorous and full fenſe 
of thy love, as may move us more 


powerfully towards thee; and put us 


forward with a greater- earneſtneſs, 
zeal and diligence in all our Duty, 
There is nothing in” Heaven or Earth 
that we can deſire, but to be beloved 
of thee ; who poſſeſleſt both, and 
art able to make thy Friends as great 
and happy as thou pleaſeſt. Aſlilt 
us therefore ſtill by thy Grace, to 


the recovery of ſuch a lively Image of : 


thee 
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thee in all righteouſneſs, purity, mer- 
cy, faithfulneſs and truth ; that we 
may know thou loveſt us. O that 
Jeſus, the Hope of Glory, may be 
formed in us in all humility, meek- 
neſs, patience, contentedneſs, peace- 
ableneſs, and abſolute ſurrender of 
our Souls and Bodies to thy holy Will 
and Pleaſure : That we may no longer 
live, but Chriſt may live in us, and the 
life we lead in the fleſh 
may be by the faith of thy 
Son, O God, who loved us, and. gave 
himſelf for us. 

The remembrance of that love is 
'moſt dear and precious to us. We 
cannot often enough make mention 
of ſo great kindnels, as his making 


Gal. s. 20. 


himſelf treely an Offering for our ins. 


It moves us again to offer up our 
ſelves ſincerely to thee, to dothy Will, 
O God, as our Bleſſed Lord and Ma- 
ſter did. We repoſe alſoan intire con-. 
fidence in thee, and ſtill truſt our ſelves 
with thee, who haſt »or 


ls 


Wn» * 


_ Condition they be; hight and low, 
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given him up for us all. We will hum: 
bly and reverently accept of whatſo- 
ever thou ſen eit us; and i every 
thing give thanks, which 


HTKs 7c... > i . 
zs thy will concerning us in 
Chriſt Jeſus. We hope thou wilt ne- 


ver leave us nor forſake us: but con: 
duct us ſafe through all varieties and 
changes of our condition here, in an 
unchangeable love to thee, and in an 
holy compoſire and tranquility of 
mind in thy love to vs, ti!l we come to 
live withthee, and enjoy thee for ever. 

And now that we are going to lay 
our ſelves down to ſleep, take us 1nta 
thy gracious protection ; and ſettle our 
Spirits in ſuch quiet and delightful 
thoughts of the Glory where our Lord 
Jeſus lives, that we may be willing to 


leave this World, and goto him : Who 


died for us, that whether 


| ct OCT IO fleep we ſhould 


' tive together with him. 


To his Blefling we comment all 
Mankind, of whatſoever Rank and 


rich 


M 
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{o 


* 
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rich and poor : that they may all te 
ſo happy as to do their.ſeveral Duties 
carefully, and to enjoy contentedly 
whatſoever is needful for them. And 
eſpecially we beſeech thee, that the 
courſe of this World may be ſo peacea- 
bly ordered by thy Governance, that thy 
Church may joyfully ſerve thee in all 
Godly quietneſs. We leave all we have 
with thee, eſpecially our friends, and 
thoſe who are dear unto us: deſiring 
that when we are dead and gone, 
they may lift up their Souls in this. 
manner unto thee, and teach thoſe 
that come aſter to praiſe, love. and 
obey thee : and that if we awake a> 
gain in the Morning, our mouths may 
likewiſe praiſe thee again with joyful 
lips, and we may ſtill offer our ſelves 
a more acceptable Sacrifice to thee 
through Chriſt Jeſus. Ju.whoſe words 
we beſeech thee to hear us, according; 
1 the fulleſt ſence and inteation of 
em." 


'PRAY- 


A 
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L L Honour, Glory and Prai 

be given to thee, O Lord, ou 
Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, 
by us, and by all the World. Thon 
art worthy of all our love, ſervice 
and obedience, being moſt excel- 
lent in thine own Nature, and of fo 
abundant kindneſs” to. us thy Cres 
tures, We moſt humbly therefore 
proſtrate our ſelves before thee this 
; Morning, 'to make thee our thankful 
&-  acknowledgments for all thy Bc 
Ip nefits, 'and - tender 'thee our moſt 
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'*, hearty and affectionate Service; and 
| oF upon thy Bounty for the cont} 
--nnance of thy Grace and 'Mercy tall: 
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us. Though we are not worthy, we 
confeſs, of the leaſt regard from thee, 
whom we have ſo much neglected, 
and whoſe love and clemency we have 
too often abuſed : yet we hope thou 
wilt accept of this ſmall oblation 
which we make of our ſelves, our 
Souls and Bodies, with unfeigned de- 
votion to thee. Pardon and forgive 
us, we moſt humbly befeech thee, all 
our palt offences ; the remembrance 
of which is grievous, and bitter to us; 
and vouchſafe us the Grace of thy 
holy Spirit to enable us to do thy 
Will with greater care and diligence 
for the time to come. Let it ever ac» 
company and afliit us, according as 
chou ſeeſt us ſincerely deſirous and 
ſtndious to pleaſe thee, in all the aQti- 
ons of an holy lite, in charity and 
temperance, juſtice and fidelity, mers :- 


cy and charity, meekneſs and humili-. 3 


ty, patience and contentedneſs, inno- © 
cency and peace; and in contiggny: > Ut 
Prayers, Praiſes and Thankigivin 5 Go We 
F thee; the Father of Mercies. in I 

er Lord. 
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We ſee how frail and. weak our 
Bodies and all their enjoyments are; 
and therefore we the more earneſ}ly 
deſire to have our Soulsenriched with 
thoſe immortal Treaſures of thy Di- 
vine Grace. O that we may never 
ceaſe moſt zealouſly to ſeek and pur- 
ſue them; and that we may think 
our ſelves happy enough in the poſ- 
ſefioa of tizem ; and may rejoyce in 
nothi:g ſo much, as in having our 
fruit unto holineſs, that 
in the end we may attain 
eternal life, Sufter not our Spirits to 
ſink too deep into the love of any 
the deareſt good, that we have in 
this World: But rather by all theſe 
earthly things, which thy Goodneſs 


Rom. 6. 22. 


affords to us for our ſupport, caſe and. 


delight, raife our minds and hearts 
to thoſe Caleſtial enjoyments which 
will yield us eternal plcafure and fa- 
tisfaQion. Set our affetions principal- 
ly on things above. Make us ſo wiſe 
- as to provide our ſelves Friends that 


never die ; and to be till preparing 


our. 
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our {elves by all Divine Qualities for 


their Company and Society : that fo 
they may receive us, when we remove 
hence,znto their everlaſt- 
ing habitations. 

Thus now we commend our ſelves 
this Day to thy moſt gracious prote= 
Aion, guidance, and bleſling : ho- 
ping that the ſame good Providence 
w hich preſerved us and our habitati- 
ons the laſt night, from fire, and in» 
numerable other dangers (for which 
we thank thee ) will guard usthis Day 
from all evil, and miſchief, and bring 
us in ſafety of Soul and Body to praife 
thee in the Evening. Help us thank- 
fully to receive and ſoberly to uſe 
all thy Mercies : quietly to do our 
own buſineſs, and bear our ſeveral 
burthens ; to be juſt in our dealings; 
innocent and harmleſs in our conver*” 
lation ; well-pleaſed with the proſpe= 
rity of our Neighbours ; deſirous of . 
the good of allthe World: cſpecially -. 
that they may all love, and: hos+ + >> 
nour, and join together ur niagnity+ ... ©. 


Luke 16. g. 


SS 


us. Comfort and relieve all 
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ing and praiſing thee, our Lord and 
Governour, whoſe Name is excellent 
mn all the Earth. 

More particularly, we implore thy 
mercies towards theſe Kingdoms 
wherem we live. Remember not a- 
gainſt us our high provocations. Spare 
us, good Lord, and have patience with 
us; if - perhaps we may bring forth 
better fruit, becoming thy holy Go- 
{pel, and all the care thou haſt taken 
about us. Endue our Sovereign with 
much Wiſdom from above, that he 
may always diſcern what 1s moſt pro- 
fitable for us, and earneſtly purſue it 
to the urmoſt of his power. Bleſs 
him in his Relations ; in his Coun- 
{cllors; in his Judges, and all other 
Officers; in all the Nobility, Cler- 


£y, Gentry and Commonalty of the 


Realm: that every one of them may 
yprightly and zealouſly do rheir Du- 
ty ; to the maintenance of thy true 


' Religion, and the encreaſe of Picty, 


Honeſty and. brotherly Love _ 


a+ ©, = os 


TY, So er. . fe Ww 


Tueſday. Prayers for Families. 75 


that are in any diſtreſs, trouble or an- 
guith, cither of body or mind. And 
give us tender and pitiful hearts to- 
wards them, ready to help and eaſe 
them according to our abilities ; That 
we following the example of our 
merciful and compaſſionate High- 
Prieſt Chriſt Jeſus, may have now 
the benefit of his interceſſion for us, 
and at laſt be admitted into the high 
and holy place where he is. In whoſe 
bleſſed Name and Words, we conclude 
our Prayers. 


Our Father, &c: 


—_ tl. —— ——_——— 


At Night. 


E fall down before Thee, O - 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, © 


and worſhip thee in the _— Bits. | «4 


mility of our Souls ; acknowledgi 
that we are thy Creatures, who 1 


Ez mera © 


. » F ' ” 
". __— . ” 


and Mercy, all our 
of thee, our :oſenſibleneſ of thy 


bee "nncy if our obedience, and- patti- 
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merable bleſſings and favours which 
thou haſt conferred upon us, out of 
thy mere Bounty and Goodneſs. We 
owe our lives to that alone, and all 
the comforts of them; together with 
all the hopes we have hereafter, ei- 
ther in this World, or in the other. 
And bleſled, for ever bleſſed be thy 
merciful kindneſs, for giving ſuch 
alericur hopes by the Lord Jeſus: 
By his Death and ReſurreQion ; by 
his Aſcenſon, and being enthroned 
at thy right-hand; and by the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt to be a Witneſs 
of his Majeſty and Glory. We re- 
Joice, O Lord, in that great ſalva- 
tion which thou haſt ſent unto us . 
and cannot but be {till praiſing thee, 
whele love _ {ſo abounded to 
wards us beyond all our thoughts and 
defires. Pardon, we moit humbly | 
beſecch thee, out of the ſame Grace 
paſt Negles 


Benefits, our careleſneſs, or incan- | 
"mT T3 
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cu'arly whatſoever we have done or 
om.tted this Day, contrary to thoſe 
holy purpoſes and reſolutions wherein 
we ſtand engaged to tee. 

And vouchiale us the afſiftince of 
thy holy Spirit to enable us to per- 
form thoſe Vows better, which here: 
we renew of greater gratitude, and 
more chearful and ſtedtaſt obedience 
to thy Divine Majeſty for the time to: 
come. Awaken our minds to frequent 
and ſerious refleftions upon thy un- 
deſerved and moſt bountiful Mercies: 
towards us. Touch our hearts with 
ſuch an ingenuous and dutiful'ſenſe of 
them, that our Wills may be over- 
come to yield themſelves wholly and' 
abſolutely. to thee. 

And that we may feel them con- 
ſtantly provoked to love and good' 
works, help us ever to ſet our Lord 
and Maſter by whoſe name we are 
called, before our eyes; and to. ad- 
mire his unſ potted purity, his conde- 
feending humility, his tender-hearted- 
: SLY» his meeknels of wiſdom, his-- 
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hearty truſt in thee, and reſignation 
tO thee, his forgiveneſs of injuries, his 
patience under reproaches and cruel 
torments, his peaceable and conten- 
ted Spirit, his acknowledging thee in 
all things, and ever ſeeking thy Hoe 
nour and Glory : that being in love 
with ail theſe, and valuing them more 
than life it ſelf, we may never ceaſe 
our endeavours till this Image of our 
ceareſt Lord and Maſter be formed 
in our hearts. 

O Lord Jeſus ſavourably behold 
theie holy defires, wherewith our 
Sculs aſpire towards thee. Preſerve 
and maintain them ; encoutage and 
encreale them ; make them reſtleſs 
_ and unwearied till they be accom- 
_ pliſhed in the enjoyment of this great 
bleſſednels. 


Thou who haſt begun a good work | 
in us, finiſh and complkat it, we 
moſt humbly and earneſtly beſeech 
thee. Give us thy Grace continually 
for our ſeaſonable relief and ſuccour, 
_ that we perſevering in well-doing, 
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may have a ſolid and lively hope in 
our Death, of coming to ſee thee in 
that high and ho!y place where thou: 
liveſt and reigneſt for evermore. 

As for all the things of this life, we 
moſt heartily referr our ſelves to thy 
Fatherly Wiſdom and Goodneſs. O- 
Lord God Almighty : truiting thou 
wilt order for us that which 1s moſt 
conven.ent, and bleſs our honelt di11- 
gence with ſuch a competent portion 
of them, that we may have the more 
leifure to give continual praiſe, ho- 
nour, bleſſing and thankſgiving to thce 
whole mercies endure for ever. 

Accept, we pray thee, of our thank- 
ful acknowledgments ar this time, for 
thoſe which this day hath added to 
the re:t of thy Benefits, which thow: 
laſt been continually heaping upon- 
us ever ſince we wee born. And let 
all the people of the earth praiſe the: 
Name of the Lord, which is highly 
exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. 
O: that all the Kingdc ms of the World: 


would become the Kingdoms of our...” 
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Saviour Chriſt: and that all they who 
acknowledge his Authority, would 
religiouſly obey his holy Laws ; that 
all Wars, oppreſſion and cruelty may 
cea'e among Chriſtian people, ard 
they may hve together in brotherly 
love and unity : Make our Sovereign 
and all his Realms happy by a great 
encreaſe of true knowledge, godli- 
neſs and vertue every where. Bleſs 
all our Friends ; forgive our Enemies ; 
rcquite ail the kindnefs of our Bene- 
fteQors ; comfort every one of thy 
deſolare and afflied Servants : and 
turn their mourning and heavineſs in- 
to joy and gladneſsat the laſt. 

And now that we are going to re- 
poſe our felves; keep us, we beſeech 
thee and all belonging ro us, in ſafe- 
ty. Refreſh our wearied Spirits with 
- comfortable reſt and fleep; and when 
we awaken again in the morning, di- 
ret our thoughts immediately to 
thee, our merciful Prefſerver ; and 
| help us to imploy' all our renewed 
| treogth to thy Honour and Glory, ac- 


cording... 
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cording to thy Will declared by Chriſt 
Jeſus: in whoſe bleſſed Name and 
Words we commend our ſelves to'thy 
infinite Mercies. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom 
come : Thy Will be done in Earth, as- 
it is in Heaven: Give us this Day our” 
daily Bread : And forgive us our treſ= 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us: And lead us not into temp». 
tation, but deliver us from evil, &c. - 


( 82 ) 
PRAYERS 
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 Wedneſday-Morning, 


O Moſt-great and mighty Lord, the 
Poſſeiiour of Heaven and Earth. 
All the Angels worſhip and adore thy 
incomprehenſible Majeſty with. the 
humbleſt reverence; and rejoice in 
rendring Praiſe, Bleſſing, and Thank(- 
giving to Thee, the Father of Spirits : 
= "For thou haſt created all things, and 
--..” 18 Wiſdom haſt thou made them all, 
=. and ſpread thy tender Mercies over 
all thy Works. It is no leſs our hap- 
..  ._ pineſs than our Duty to join our 
=. hearts and voices with that heaven». 
x. - by Hoſt, moſt gratefully to acknow- NF. 
- =. ' edge tby Bounty to us among the Þ- 


£8 
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reſt of thy Creatures ; and thy parti- 

cular grace and favour in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt merciful Savi- 

our and Redeemer. We can never 
ſufficiently- admire that love which: 
oave him to die for us, and hath made 
+ | him the Lordof Life and Glory ;. that: 
he may be the Author of Eternal Sal- 

vation to all thoſe that obey him: All 
the love we have 1s too little to give: 
thee, to whom all our Services are: 
due by a former title. Our higheſti 
Praiſes fall infinitely ſhort of thy moſt 

excellent Majeſty ; and we areaſha- 

med of the moſt affetionate thanks: 
we can render to thee for thoſe ins- 


conferred on us, and ſo long conti>- 
nued to us. ae - 


How much | greater reafon- then» + 
have we to be abafhed at out ſhame=- 4 


ful. ingratitude and diſobedience /to-: 
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thy Divine Majeſty ; for. which we © 1H 
are heartily ſorry, and do now moſt- '' *-2 
3 earneſtly repent vur. ſ{clves of it; uns | 2 
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be more faithful to thee for the time 
ro come. Pardon us therefore, Good 
Lord, and receive us unto thy mercy. 
Accept of our renewed Vows to ſtudy 
and to do our Duties conſcientiouſly, 
towards thee and towards all men. 
And as thou haſt excited thoſe holy 
deſires and purpoſes in our hearts, fo- 
enable us to perform them conllantly_ 
in the who'e courfe of our life. 

Our bleſſed Saviour hath told us, 
thou wilt as readily give thy holy 
Spirits to them that ask it, as a Parent 
will give Bread unto his hungry Chil- 
dren. O Father of Mercies, lect it be 

Anto us according to his Word. Che- 

* Kiſh theſe little beginnings #8 Good- 
neſs which thou feeſt in our Souls? 
and proſper all our endeavours to at- 
rain a* greater meaſure of it. And 
fince at the beſt we are but unprofi- 
table Servants, and can- do no more 
than was our Duty to do: enable us. 
to do every thing which thou. haſt. 
commanded us, heartily, with good-- 
- Fil, and true love ih Op PRs SE & 
IP £ 4 | 
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We know this 1s all that can, in: 
the leaſt, commend us to- thy free 
grace and favour ; and therefore we. 
moſt humbly again devote our ſelves- 
to do thy Will, with a cordial affe- 
Rionto it. We would ever approach: 
unto thee with delight and- pleaſure: 
and feel it the joy our hearts to 
think of thee, to praiſe thee, to give: 
thee thanks and to offer our ſelves 
with abſolute refignation-to thee. O: 
that Mercy may always pleaſe us as 
it pleaſeth Thee! that we may be- 
irialy juſt and righteous; may cheer- 
fully paſs by injuries ;. freely deny: 
all defires of ſinful pleaſures; wik- 
lingly ſubmit to thy fatherly corre- 
Rions; and perform the Duties of 
our ſeveral Relations, with fingleneſs 


of heart. Render us ſo mindfuliof: _ 
the great love of our Lord and Ma». - 


ſter Chriſt, that we may be zealouſly: 

concerned for his Glory, and uſe our- - 
F utmoſt diligence to do him and his 
F - Religion ſome honour in the World  _ 
I Dvlighting - ro Commenmorate his:  - 
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Death and Paſſion, making a joyful 
Sacrifice of our Souls and Bodics to: 
him, and deſiring moſt earneſtly that- 
his Xingdom may come, and all Man- 
kind ſubmit themſelves to his Govern-- 
ment. 

Fulfl, moſt merciful Lord, all our- 
Petitions; and as thou haſt mighti- 
ly protected us, and ' our dwellings, 
this laſt Night from fire and thieves, . 
and whatſoever might diſturb our re- 
poſe ( bleſſed hs Gooineſs ) ſo ac- 
company us all this Day with thy 
Blefling : that we may pleaſe the in 
Body and Soul, and be ſafe under thy. 
defence ; who art nigh to: all thoſe 
that call upon thee, that call upon thee 
in truth. 

And O-that all thoſe who are for- 

fal of their Duty to thee, may be 
awakened to a lively. ſenſe of all thy. 
Benefits, -and fill- the whole World 
- with thy praiſes.. Stir up eſpecially the 
minds of all Chriſtian people, to en«- 

quire after and follow the Truth, . as- 
ir. is is in Jeſus: abandoning, ang" | 
and: 
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and wickedneſs and exerciſing them- 
felves to have conſciences void of of- 
fence towards thee, and towards all 
men. And diſpoſe the hearts. of all: 
their Kings and Princes, to makethem- 
ſelves the greateſt examples of Chri- 
ſtian Piety to all others. Bleſs theſe- 
Kingdoms, and endue our Sovereign: 
with fuch excellent Wiſdom and holy 
Zeal for thine honour and glory ; that. 
we may ſee many good days under 
his Government. O that true Reli- 
gion, Juſtice, Mercy, Brotherly kind- 
neſs, and all things elſe that are praiſe- 
worthy may ſo flouriſh among us;. 
that we may enjoy the Bleſſings 
Peace and Plenty, and there may be: 
no complaining in our Streets, 

We recommend to thee all oup 
Friends-and Neighbours; all the poor;. 
the ſick; and other afflicted perſons;. 


deſiring thoſe mercies for them which-- - /- 


we ſhould ask for our ſelves, were:we- - - 
in their condition : 0 God, whoſe ne 
ver-failing: Providence ordereth all. 
things both in heaven and. carth.; put _ 
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away from them and us, we humbly be- 
fſeech thee, all hurtful things, and give 
us thoſe things which be profitable: for 
#s, according to the large Declarations 
which thou haſt made of thy abun- 
dant Goodneſs to Mankind in onr 


' Lord Jeſus. In whoſe words we con- 
clude. our humble. ſupplications unto: 


thee ;. ſaying, . 
Oar Father, &c. . 


At. Night. 


* A_Lmighty and everlaſting God; : 


the Sovereign Lord of all Crea« 


tures in Heaven and Farth;- and our 


moſt merciful and gracious Father in 
thy Son Chriſt Jeſas. We moſt hear- 
- tily acknowledge that our Beings 
+. and allthe comforts of -them depend 


on thee, the Fountain of all Good. ' 
We have nothing but what we have | - 
Fe thence: end- is owning. ins 
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tirely to thy free and bounteous love- 
O moſt bleſſed Creator; and to the 
unſearchabie-Riches of thy Grace, O 
moſt bleſſed Redeemer. 

To thee theretore be given by us 
and all Creatures, whom thou hait 
made to know how great and how 
good thou art, all Honour, Glory, 
and Praiſe; all Love, Service, and 
Obedience, as long as we have any 
Being. Jt is but meet, right, and our 
bounden Duty, that we ſhould at all 
times, and in all places give thanks 
ants thee, O Lord: and devoutly re- 
f1gn both Soul and Body to thee, to- 
be abſolutely governed and ruled ac” 
cording to thy holy will and pleafure. 
We are heartily ſorry that we have 
not done it from the very Beginning, 
of our lives till this time. We-are 
aſhamed to think of our injuſtice and. 
ingratitude, in following our- own 


defires ſo long, and rendring our b 


felves, no ſooner, moſt humbly obe» 

-vient inall things to thee. Qur hopes. - 

2 only in thoſe infinite. ie... 
3 LR which 
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which have ſpared us notwithſtand- 
ing, and opened our eyes to fee our 
errors, and touched our hearts with 
ſome (enſe of our Duty. 

And we hope in them not only for 
a Pardon, which we carneſily im- 
plore according to thy gracious Pro- 
miles made in Chriſt Jeſus, but for 
the Power of thy Holy Spirit, to fur- 
ther and promote thoſe godly reſo- 
lJutions, which we feel already in our 
hearts, to live as becomes thy Crea- 
tures ; and as. becomes the Diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who were early de- 
dicated to thee, and have often ſince 
vowed themlelves to thy ſervice. As 
thou baſt made us to underſtand the 
reaſonableneſs and goodneſs of 31 
thy Laws, ſo incline our Wills to be 
more and more in love with them; 
till they be writ upon our hearts. 
Stir up our Wills to love them exceed- 
#ply, and to cleave unto them as our 


very life. Let thy Grace continually 


' Prevent and follow us to keep alive 


fach a powerful ſenſe of thee, and of 


Wedneſda y. Prayers for Families. 91 


thelove of our Lord and Saviour in our 
mind; that we may naturally fear and 
reverence thee, and ftudy to be ap- 
proved of thee, and beloved by thee, 
and account it our higheſt perfeion 
and happineſs to be like thee. : 
O that it may ever be the joy of 
our hearts to be Righteous, as thou art 
Righteous; to be Merciful, as thou 
our Heavenly Father art Merciful; to 
be Holy as thou who haſt called vs art 
Holy, in all manner of converſation ; 
to be endued with thy Divine W1l- 
dom, and to refemble thee in Faith» 
fulneſs and Truth : O that the me- 
mory of our h'efſ&d Saviour, and his 
admirableexample may be always dear 
unto us: that we may chearfully fob 
low him in his Humility, Meekneſs, 
Patience, Contentednefs, Peaceableneſs, 
and Delight to do thy Will, O God, 
in every thing as he did. Accept, we 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, of theſe 
deſires of our Souls after thee; And 
graciouſly aſſiſt and ſtrengthen them, 
» according as weunfejggedly offer them 
vp unto thee. 6 AC> 
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Accept likewiſe of our thanks for 
thy merciful preſervation of us al! 
this day : by which we are come in 
fafety to the concluſion of it, and are 
here before thee with a new load of 
thy benefits upon us, added to other 
innumerable Bleſſings which thou 
haſt formerly betowed. We are bold 
again likewiſe to commit our ſc]ves 
unto thee this night ; and to truſt in 
thy merciful protetionand care over 
us, When we can take no care of ' our 
ſelves, or any thing elſe belonging to 
us. Defend us from all the powers 
of Darkneſs, from all evil Men, from 
Fire and all ſuch fad accidents: And 
raiſe up our Spirits, together with our 
Bodies in the morning, to ſuch a vi- 


. gorous ſenſe of thy continued Good- 


neſs, as may provoke us all the day 
ng to anunwearied diligence in well- 
doing. 

And the ſame mercies that we beg 
for our ſelves, we deſire for the reſt 
of Mankind ; eſpecially for all thoſe 
who. are called by the name of Chriſt. 


O that 
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O that every Member of that Body, 
of which he 1s the Head, may dotheir 
Duties with all fidelity, according to 
the ſeveral Offices to which thou haſt 
aſſigned them. That Kings may be 
tender-hearted, as the fathers of their 
Countries; and all their Subjects 
may be dutiful and obedient to them 
as their Children ; That the Paſtors 
of the Church may feed their Flock 
with true Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ing. and the People all may ſubmit 
unto them, and follow their godly 
Counſels ; that the rich and mighty, 
may have compallion on the poor 
and miſerable ; and all ſuch diſtreſſed. 
People may bleſs therich, and rejoice 
in the proſperity of thoſe that are 
above them. Give Husbands and 
Wives, Parents and Children, Ma» ' 
ſters and Servants the Grace to be- 
have themſelves ſo in their ſeveral 
Relations, that they may. adorn the 
DoQtrine of God our Saviour in all 
things-; and being an honour to his 
Religion here, may receive immortal - 

honour _ 
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honour and glory hereafter from the 
hands of Chriſt Jeſus; in whoſe ho- 
ly Name and Words we continue to 
beſeech thy Grace and Mercy towards 
us, and all thy People every where ; 
ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come : Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven: Give us this Day our 
daily Bread: And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil, &c. 


' a degree of being, that we are capa» 3 
| ble to look back ro thee from whom. *z 
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Thurſday-Morning, 


Lord, the high and holy One, 
whole Glory is a- 

above the earth and hea- 
ves, Wethy Creatures proſtrate our 
ſelves in the humbleſt adorations of 
Thee: aſcribing to Thee all Power, 
Wiſ-lom, Riches, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion ; and acknowledging that 
to Thee of right belongs all Worſhip, -- 2:3 
Bleſſing, Thankſgiving and Praiſe ; ---:; 
together with all Honour, Love, Ser- : 
vice and Obedience for evermore. 
Bleſſed be thine Omnipotent Geod- 
neſs which hath advanced us to ſuch 


Pſal. 148. 13. 
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we come; to know thee, to love thee, 
to acknowlecoge thy great bounty to- 
wards us, and to. reſemble thee in 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. . A!l that is 
within us bleſſeth thy Holy Name for 
breathing into us immortal Spirits, 
that we may eternally admire thee, 
praiſe thee, love thee, and joy fully 
render thoſe grateful acknowledge- 
ments which we owe unto thee. We 
can never ſufficiently magnifie thy 
mercies towards us; eſpecially thoſe 
in the Lord Jeſus, 1n whom thy Grace 
hath ſo exceedingly abounded, as to 
ſurpaſs not only our deſerts, but the 
largeſt of our deſires. 

Bleſſed, bleſſed, for ever blefled, 
be thy Fatherly Goodneſs, who haſt 
ſent him from Heaven ſo unexpected- 
Iy to viſit us vile Wretches, who dwell 
in Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation 
is in the Duſt. Lord! what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him? or the 
Son of man, that thou didſt thus viſit 
him 2 We thank thee according to 
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tom of our hearts for his manifeſta- 
tion in our Fleſh ; for the charitable 
teſtimonies he gave of his love to 
Mankind in the courſe of his life ; 
for that aſtoniſhing Grace in ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to die for us ; for his 
olorious Reſurretion and Aſcenſion 
ro Heaven ; for'the Sovereign Power 
and Authority which thou haſt g- 
ven him at thy Right-hand ; for his 
compaſiionate interceflion for us ; 
and the aſſurances we have received 
of his being the King of Glory, and 
of his continued kindneſs to us, by 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt: We 
will never ceaſe to bleſs thee for that 
great Salvation, which was firſt preach» 
ed by the Lord, and was 
confirmed by them that 
heard him; and for the witneſs which 
thou bareſt to them, both with ſigns aud 
wonders, and with divers miracles and 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according ta 
thy own Will, © | 
We rejoice in the light of thy ho- 

. ly Goſpel ; that we ſee the way-to'be - 3 
"4+4, IR F happy.” -. 
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happy both by the Doarine and Ex- 
ample of thy Son Jeſus; that we have 
the encouragement of his precious 


promiſes ; and ſuch good hope of re- 
miſſion of ſin, and eternal life in the 
.day when he ſhall judge rhe World in 


righteouſneſs. O how much are we 


bound unto thee, for that comforta- 


ble hope which thou haſt given us, 
of ſeeing, our dear Saviour in all his 


Glory, and being there were he 1s, 


and reigning with him for ever ! We 
ggain render thee our moſt hearty 
thanks, for that everlaſting conſola- 
tion and good hope through Grace, 
given us : and for all 


" thoſe benefits I:kewiſe, which thou 


-convenient and delightiul ro us. 


art pleaſed to beſtow upon us, to 
make our ſtay here on Earth the more 
We 
are every way obliged to thee, be- 
yond all that we are able to expreſs or 
conceive. Thou feedeſt us and cloath- 


.eſt us; thou preſerveſt our health, 
+  - ;andour ſtrength; thou haſtdeliyered 
-.us from ingumerable dangers; and | 


when, 


6, - . 
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when thou haſt chaſtiſed us, it hath 
been in great mercy and clemency, 
and not according to our deſerving. 

| © that all the World would ſhew 
forth thy praiſe, and devote them- 
ſelves to the ſervice of our Lord. Let 
all Kings of the Earth ſubmit them» 
ſelves unto him, and glory in the 
Name of his obedient Subjects. High 


and low, rich and poor, let them * 


praiſe the Name of the Lord, from 
rhis time forth and for evermore. For 
great ts the Lord, and greatly to te 
praiſed; eſpecially #n the aſſembly of the 
Saints, and by thy Church and Houlſc= 
hold ; which we beſeech thee to keep, 
and to continue in thy true Religion. 
As thou ſheweſt to them that be in error 


the light of thy truth, to the intent that _ 


. they may return into the way of righte« 
ouſneſs ; ſo grant unto all them that are 
. admitted into the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's 
Religion, that they may eſchew thoſe 
things that are contrary to their Projeſ- 
fron, and follow all ſuch things as are 
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Accept, moſt gracious God, of 
theſe unfeigned deſires of us thy Ser- 
vants ; who for our parts, intirely 
dedicated our ſelves, both Souls and - 
Bodies, unto thee, reſolving in all 
things to walk worthy of thee, who 
haſt called us to thy Kingdom and 
Glory, and bleſſed us alſo with many 
other good things which make this 
life to-be a more eaſie Paſſage to a 
better, We will never forget how 
much we are indebted to thee : but 
ſtudy to expreſs our grateful remem- 
Þdrance of thy mercies, by living ſo- 
= berly, righteouſly and god- 
If, 2. 12, 13. / . hi reſent World ; 

y zu T1118 pre : 

looking for that Bleſſed hope, and the 
vlorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Favour, we 
pray thee, theſe holy purpoſes with 
the conſtant aſſiſtance of thy good 
Spirit; that we may be ableto accom- 
pliſh that we have begun, and to per- 
et holineſs in thy-fear. Help usto 
add to our faith, wertue ; 


fate nas 


bs x1.<t08. . 
"8 a. y_ and t0. Verfue, knowledge ; 
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aud to knowledge, temperance ; and to 
temperance, patience ; and to patience, 
godlineſs ; and to godlineſs, brotherly- 
| kindneſs * and to brotherly-kindye(s, 
charity. That theſe things bein? in us 
and abounding, they may make us to be 
neither barren, nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Preſerve us this day eſpecially ; that 
we ſwerve not preſently from theſe 
pious reſoiutions; Bur may give ſuch 
a proof of their ſincerity, by our 
being  ſtedfait and immoveable in 
all well-doing, notwithſtanding any 
temptation to rhe contrary ; that we 
may have the better hope we ſhall 
perſevere to the very end, through. 
| thy continued Grace in Chriſt Jeſus 5 - £3 
in whoſe words we defire all that thou: 
ſeeſt neediul either for our Souls or 
Bodies, for our ſelves or others, fay+ 


m_ -. 4 


Our Father, &C. * 
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At Night. 


E are here again proſtrate he- 

fore thee, O Lord of - Hea- 

ven and Earth, to join our ſelves 
with all that holy Company, who reſt 
ISS... day and night, ſaying, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 

Almighty, which was, and is, and is 
to come. Thouart worthy, 0 Lord, to 
receive glory, honour, and power : for 
thou haſt created all things, and for 
thy pleaſure they are and were created. 

Bicllcd be thy divine goodneſs, which 
hath made the Children of Men bur 
little lower than the: Angels ; and 
crowned us with ſuch glory and ho- 
nour, that we are capable to accom- 
pany that heavenly Hoſt in givirg 
continual thanks and praifeunto thee. 
Praiſed be thy Name that we are now 
alive; and that we have the uſe of 
our reaſon and underſtanding ; and 
enjoy ſo:many of the comforts and. 
conveniences of this preſent life ; and 


'have * 
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have attained a good hope throvglt 
Chriſt Jelus of being immortally 
happy-- 

O how great was thy love which 
ſent him into the World to cirect us 
in the way to that happineſs by his 
holy Doctrine and Life ; and to be a 
propitiation for our ſins by his death, 
and to be the firſt that Aa 
ſhould riſe from the dead, "IE 
and ſpould ſhew light unto the ma 
We rejoice 1n that light of life ; 
molt chearfully devote our rol ro: 
be the faithful Diſciples ©f him, the 
Prince of Peace, the Lord of Life ard 
Glory. It is our happineis as well as. 
our duty to be governed by him, and 
obey his commands. We are ſenſible 
that they are all equal, juſt and good ; 
and that thou hait done us an infinite 
kindneſs, in teaching us to deny un. 
podlineſs and woildly luſts, and to: 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly -* 
in this preſent World. 


And therefore we here again moſt + 


;egetly ſurrender our Wills to thine; 6-6 
' F. 4. * defi- 8 
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deſiring that we may unchangeably 
cleave unto it, with the greateſt and 
moſt intire love and affection to all 
1's Commands, O that there may 
abide for ever in us ſuch a ſtrong and 
powerſul ſence of thy mighty love 
towards us in Chriſt Jeſus, as may 
'onſrain us freely and willingly to 
pleaſe thee in the conſtant Exerciſe of 
Pity and Devotion ; Righteouſneſs 
and Mercy; Temperance and Cha- 
{t tr; Meckneſs and Patience ; Truth 
and Ficeiiry ; together with ſuch an 
hun ble, contentcd, and peaceable Spi- 
rit, 2s may adorn the Religion of our 
Lord and Maſter. O God, that theſe 
ho'y cefires and inclinations may ne- 
ver die, nor Janguiſh in our hearts : 
Lut be kept alive in their vigour and 
force, by the perpetual inſpirations of 
the Holy Ghoſt. | 

We wait upon thee for that Pro- 
miſe of our Saviour, to aſliſt and 
promote our fincere endeavours, to 
preſerve our Souls unblameable in 
the love of thee our God, and e 
| 2 


Thurſday. Prayers for Families: 105; 


all Mankind. We heartily deſire the. 
proſperity and welfare of every one 
of them, as well as our own. Othar 
they were all ſo wiſe and happy as to 
acknowledge and ſubmit themſelves 
to thee, by obeying thy holy Laws: 
Eſpecially we deſire that all Kings 
and Princes may become our Saviour's 
Subjes; and conforming themſelves. 
to his Will, may be rendred thereby 
moſt excellent Examples to all other 
Men. Endue our Sovereign with: 
abundance of the Spirit of Counſel 
and Judgment, and the fear of our 
Lord. Make him happy in wiſe 
and faithful Minilters ;.in loyal and 
peaceable Subjects; and in the good 
ſucceſs of all his Enterprizes for the 
honour of Religion, and his Peoples : 
tranquility. We commend to thy 
mercics '#!}. our Friends, Relations, 
and Benciacors: celiring that all who 
have done us-good, may be requited - 
an hundred fold here, and obtain at: 
laſt eternal life. And all that have-: 
done evi] to us, as we heartily forgive 


b, 
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them, ſo we earneſtly defire they may 
obtain thy gracious pardon. Tope- 
ther with theſe we remember hkewiſe 
all that are in affliction, whatſoever 
it be eicher of Soul or Body ; to whom 
we wiſh eaſe and comfort, and ſeaſon- 
able relief; that they may rejoice in 
the end, for the days wherein they 
have ſeen adverſity. 

In theſe holy thoughts and deſires 
we now are bold to commend our 
{:Ives to thy proteCtion this Night ; 
who haſt preſesved and bleſſed us 
{ we molt thankfully acknowledge ) 
a'l the day paſt. We repoſe our 
ſelves in the belief of thy good Pro» 
vidence; with which we intruſt our 
ſelves, and all belonging to us. We 
would lay down our ſelves to ſleep, 
with hearts full of love to thee, and. 
humble faith and hope in thee : de- 
firing we may awake again in the 
ſame manner, and find that we are 
ſill with Thee. Diſpoſe us, good 
Lord, by the rett thou givelt us, all 


ways to ſerve thee more zealouſly 
wuh 
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with our renewed Spirits: that after 
the few days and nights we have to 
paſs in this World, we may come to - 
thy eternal re(t rogether with Chriſt 
Jeſus. In whoſe: bleſſed Name and 
Words, we ſtill recommend our ſelves 
to thy ſervice. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom: - 
come : Thy will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven: Give us this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs: 
againſt us : And lead us not into-temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil, &c, 
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PRAYERS 


FOR 
FAMILIES. 
' . Friday-Morning. = 


() God, moſt Bleſſed for. ever : 
whoſe the World 1s, and the 

fulneſs thereof ; who need'l} not any 
thing that we cangive thee, for thou 
oiveſt us. whatloever we. enjoy. We . 
proſtrate our ſelves before thee to make 
ſuch poor expreſſions as we are able 
of the fenſe we have of thine infinite 
bgunty to us. Ir is but fir and meet 
that we ſhould acknowledge and praiſe 
thee, though we can thereby add no- 
thing unto thee. Ir is. our happineſs. 
to:have a- prateſul. remembrance of 
thy: Goodneſs to us: and- to be knit 
unto thee in. hearty love, and:dutiful: 
aftcRion all the: days of our life, & 72 
We | 
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We thank thee therefore, O Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, who haſt loaded 
us continually with thy Benefits. They 
are great and many, more than: we- 
can number ; both towards: our Bo-- 
dies, and towards our Souls ; for the 
comfort of this life, and our ever= 
laſting Salvation ir the life to come. 
For ever adored: be thy love in Chrilt 
Jeſus, who haſt given us an un-- 
doubted teſtimony of thy fatherly. 
care and providence over us: and en-. 
conraged us, though we have offen- 
ded thee, to addreſs our ſelvesto thee, 
with good hope of thy gracious ac- 
ceptance of us into friendſhip with 
thee again. 
We love thee, O-Lord, above all: 
things. We freely offer our Spirits;:  - 
Souls and Bodies to Thee, with moſt! - 71 
fincere devotion,. and the heartieſt; 
afſetion-to thy Service. There is no-_ bp. 
thing we deftre-and long for ſo'muck,, 
as to have a lively fenſs of thy mat-: 


£:vellous. love -always: poſſeſing our: 3 
F acts: that may fill conſtrain ugto- | © 


love. bw 
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love thee, to obey thee, to truſt in 
thee, to be content with the portion 
thy love allots unto us, and torejoice 
even in the midſt of all the troubles. 
of this lite. 

We cannot chuſe, O Lord, when 
we ſeriouſly think of what thou haſt 
done for us; but ablolutely commit. 
our ſelves to thee, and intireiy con- 
fide in thee for the, time to come. 
Since thou haſt ne? ſpared thy own Son, 
© "FRE but delivered him up for 

(3% as all, how ſhalt thou not 
with him alſo freely give us all things 2 
We depend upon thee eſpecially for 
the Grace of thy Holy Spirit; for the 

wer of which in our hearts exciting . 
theſe holy deſires and godly refolutr 
ons, we moſt humbly thank thy Di-. 
vine Majeſty, O that we may feel it 
perpetually bearing us up by the 
{ſtrength of our moſt holy faith, and 
by the. power of love- and hope, 
above all the temptations which at 
any time aſſault us. That we may 


keep our ſelves unſpotted from the 
World 3 
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World ; and no appetite of pleaſure, 
of Glory, or of Riches may ever car- 
ry us from our Duty : but we may 
ſtill cleave to thee in Righteouſneſs, 
Purity, Humility, Charity, and alt 
other Divine Vertues, of which our 
Lord hath given us ſo great an Exe 
ample. | 

For his ſake we hope for a favour- 
able acceptance of theſe our prailes, 
acknowledgments and prayers. For 
we muſt be ſtill beholden to thine In- 
finite Goodneſs, for the leaſt regard 
to any thing that we can do, who are- 
but unprofitable Servants. And we 
wait upon the ſame Goodneſs for thy 
Bleſſing to accompany us all thisday ;. 
that we may do nothing, but what 
we know is pleaſing to thee, and may 


' be ſo. proſpered, proteRted and affiſted . 


by thine Almighty Power, that we / 
may return with our hearts fyll of: 
love and thankfulneſs to Thee in.the 
Evening, again to praiſe and magnifie. 
thy continued kindneſs to-us.- 
Unto. which we commend - maoſt 
__  beartily 


baitly the reſt of Mankind : defiring 
that they may all know thee, the true - 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent ; whom to know is eternal life. 
And O that all Chriſtians would walk 
worthy of thy high and heavenly Cal- 
ling : that others ſeeing their good 
Works, may be invited thereby to 
acknowledge and glorifie thee our 
heavenly Father. More particularly 
we deſire ſuch an encreaſe of Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, to all Chriſtian Kings 
and Princes, that: all their Subjects 
may praiſe thee for the ſenſible Fruits - 
of their- care and good Government, 
and ſuch a plentiful Portion of the 
Spirit of thy Grace to all Chriſtian 
Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons ; that 
they may be eminent Inſtruments of 
thy Honour, and their People's good 
by the Authority of their, Doctrine 
and their godly Example. Make our 
Sovereign and us all happy 'in each 
other ; by the faithful diſcharge of our 
ſeveral Duties, 1n the places wherein 

= molt high Wildom hath fer us. G | 
An 
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And we deſire the comfort of thofe. 
that mourn, the eafe of thoſe that are 
in pain, the health of the fick, the 
releaſe of poor Priſoners and Captives, 
the quiet and fatisfa&tion of thoſe that 
are in trouble and anguiſh of mind, 
and the true content of all m-n in 
whatſoever condition they are : that 
we may be all continually giving 
thanks to thee, the Father of mer- 
cies, for the joy thou' haſt ſet before us, 
and the hope we have, by running 
our Chriſtian Race- with patience to 
come to that bleſſed place into which 
Teſus our forerunner is already entred 
for us. By whom we continu? to 
deſire, in his own words, that thou 
-mayeſt be glorifted every where in 
our well-doing ; ſaying, as he hath 
taught us, 


Our Father, &<c. 
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LORD, the Almighty Crea- 

() tor and Governour of the World. 
Pl 104.2, 4408 great and manifold 
i 19+-*4 are thy works? in wiſdom 
baſt thou made them all. The day is 
thine, the night alſo is 
thine : thou haſt prepared 
the light and the Sun. We thy Crea- 
tures, a ſmall part of Mankind, pro- 
ſtrate our ſelves before thee this E- 
vening, in the humbleſt adoration: af 
thy Divine Majeſty : praifing thy 1n- 
comprehenſible Perfe&tions, and ren- 
dring Thee our Thanks for all the Be- 
nefits thou haſt beſtowed on the whole 
World, eſpecially on us whom thou 
haſt called ro the knowledge of thy 
Grace in Chriſt Jeſus. It is a marvel- 
lous love wherewith thou haſt loved 
us. Thou haſt not dealt fo with all 
People; and as for thy great and pre- 
cious promiles. they have not known 
them, 


Plal. 74. 16, 
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We are bound therefore more par- 
ticularly to offer up unto thee conti- 
nually ſpiritual Sacrifices by Chriſt 
"Jeſus, and to Jaud and bleſs thy great 

and glorious Name in the behalf of 
our ſelves, and the reſt of Mankind : 
among whom thou haſt left innume- 
' | rab'e teſtimonies of thy careful Pro- 
| vidence, in that thou doſt * 
them good, and give(t them my is 
Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Sea- 
ſons, filling their bearts with food and 
gladneſs. We praiſe thee, we bleſs 
thee, we magnifie and extol thy wiſe 
and powerful Goodneſs, we than« 
thee for thy never-ceaſing Bounty to- 
wards us; eſpecially that thou haſt 
vouchſafed to ſend Jeſus Chriſt to re- 
ftorz us by his appearing among us, 
and his humbling himſelf to the Death 
for us, and his glorious ReſurreQion 
from the Grave, and Aſcenſion or 
high, to a bleſſed hope of thy mercy 
unto Eternal Life. X 
. We can do no leſs than devote our 
$ ſelves, Souls and Bodies, eternally to. 
: ping _ thee?! 
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thee : returning what we have recei- 
ved from thee, back again with the 
greateſt love, and molt grateful ac- 
knowledgments. Accept we pray 
thee, O moſt gracious and merciful 
Father of this ſmall Oblation we make 
thee, of our moſt hearty and unfeign- 
ed reſolutions to worihip and ſerve 
thee in the conſtant exerciſe of Righ- 
teouſneſs, Mercy, Meekneſs, Paticnce, 
Humility, and Purity, with whatſo- 
ever 1s lovely and of good report. 
And we humbly beg thy holy Sp:rit 
may conſtantly accompany us; ena- 
bling us to think of theſe things, to 
cleave unto them, to delight in them, 
and to perſevere in a free and willing 
performance of all our Duty towards 
Thee, and towards -all Men, to our 
lives. cad. $2206 | 

And we moſt heartily deſire. the 
reſt of Mankind may at laſt be ſo 
happy as to come acquainted with 
the exceeding riches of thy Grace in 
Chriſt: © O, that t#y ways 


_ P&gl. 67. 2. may be. known upon corth, 7 
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and thy ſaving health a- 
mong all Nations : that 
all the Gentiles may rejoice with thy 


Rom. I 5,10,6, 


People, and we may with one mind and 


one mouth glorifie thee our God, even 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
O that all Idolatry and ungodlineſs, 
all cruelty and filrhineſs, all rapine 
and violence, may be aboliſhed and 
rooted out of the Earth ; and true 
Piety, Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, and 
brotherly Kindneſs may flouriſh in 
the room thereof. For. which end 
we beſeech thee endue all Kings and 
Princes, eſpecially thoſe that are 
Chriſtian, with a great ſenſe of thy 
' Sovereign Authority over all ; that 


they may humbly obey thee, as they _ 


defire others ſhould obey them : 
and govern all' their People with 
great Wiſdom, Uprightneſs, and a 


render compaſſionate Care of - their 


Welfare. O that no Covetouſneſs, 
Ambition, or Revenge may rule in 
-any Hearts, provoking them'to. War 

.-\and Blood-ſhed ; but there may be 
WE; great 
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great peace in all Lands by obſerving 
the holy Laws of the Prince of Peace, 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

More particularly we recommend 
unto thy Bleſſing, theſe Kingdoms 
wherein we live : beſeeching thee 
to- be merciful to our fins, in giving 
us Grace to repent of them, and to 
bring forth fruits meet for repen- 
tance'and amendment of life. Bleſs 
our Sovereign, and all that are em- 
ployed under him, either in Spiritual 
or Civil Atairs, with all thoſe Gra- 
ces which arc neceſſary for the right 
diſcharge of their Duties in ſuch 
high places. Proſper all their pious 
endeavours for the good either of 
Men's Souls or outward Eſtates ; that 
true Religion and Vertue encreaſing, 
and all Ungodlineſs and Vice beiog 
put to ſhame, we may become a re- 
Bowned Nation, and a praiſe in the 
Earth. We commend to thee allo, 
© Father of Mercies, all thoſe who 
are in a diſtreſſed and ſorrowful con- 


. dition : moſt earneftly Scting FH 
ſon- 
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ſeaſonable relief and comforc ; with 
their releaſe from thoſe troubles, when 
thou pleaſeſt. 

And now that we are going to 
lay down our ſelves to ſleep, we 
put ur ſelves and our habitations, 
with all that belong unto us, into 
thy moſt gracious proteQtion : hope- 
ing thou wilt take care of us, when 
we cannot ſo 'much as think, how to 
ſecure our ſelves from any danger 
that may approach us. Thou haſt 
been our Helper, Keeper and De- 
fender, therefore under the Sha- 
dow of thy Wings will we ſtill re- 
joice. 

When we cloſe our eyes, ler theſe 
holy thoughts of thee, and affeRi- 
ons towards thee, ſtill remain- in us, 
and poſſeſs our hearts; that they 
may awake again with us in the 
Morning, and ſend up our Souls 
in renewed love, and thanks, and 
praiſe to thy Divine Majeſty by 
our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer 
Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe words we 


CON- 
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continue to implore thy mercies to- 
wards Us. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
ballowed be thy. Name : Thy Kingdom 
come : Thy Will. be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven: Groe us this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgzve them that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us fromevil, &c. 


(x22 .) 
PRAYERS 


FOR 
FAMIUCIES. 
Saturday-Morning, 3 
| () Lord ; all thy Works praiſe 


'thee, and declare the greatneſs 
of thy Majeſty, Power, Wiſdom and 
Bounty which ſurpaſs all underſtan- 
ding. Thou art good unto all, and thy 


tender mercies are over all thy works. 
Thou art holy in all thy ways, and 


righteous in all thy doings : and keep 
eſe truth for ever. Thy Kingdom 
is an everlaſting Kingdom, and thy do« 
minion endureth throughout all Genera- 
tions. We all decay and peri(h ; the 
Heavens themſelves wax old like a gars 
ment-: but thou art the ſame, and thy 
years ſhall have no end. | 
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and moſt willingly joyn our hearts 
and voices this Morning, together 


with all the Hoſt of Heaven and 
Earth, to laud and praiſe thy glorious 


Name; and give thanks unto thee, 


whoſe 1 mercy endureth for ever. We 
think our ſelves happy that we know 
thee; and that we live under the care 
and providence of thine Almighty 


and moſt wiſe Goodneſs; and that we 


have a good hope, not only of thy 
bleſſing and favour here, but of life 
for evermore. 

Blefſed be thy Name for ſending 
thy Son Jefus to give us theſe hopes, 
by his Death, and Reſurrection, and 
Aſcenſion to Heaven, and the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt. Bleſſed te 
thy Name who haſt trained us up in 
his Religion, and given us the medns 
and opportunities to know t! at love 
of thine which paſſes knowledge. We 
thank thee for all the bleſſed operati- 
ons and motions of thy holy Spirit in 


-Our hearts : and that thou haſt ſoear- 
- Hy enclined us to fear thee, and love ] 
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thee, and place our contentment and 
ſatisfaction in thy love and favour, 
which is better than life it ſelf. And 
that thou haſt alſo added a number of 
other mercies, for our comfortable 
ſubſiſtence in this World : having gran= 
ted us fo long health, peace and plen- 
ty; a great many Friends, loving 
Relations and Acquaintance; and con= 
tinued the enjoyment of them to this 
day, though we be ſo unworthy of 
the leaſt of thy favours. We thank 
thee O God, that now thou haſt gra» 
ciouſly-renewed thy kindneſs unto us, 
in protecting us the laſt Night from 
all the powers of Darkneſs, and every 
evil accident, and raiſing us up this 
morning in health and fatety to praiſe 
t:y Goodnels. Sy 
More eſpecially we praiſe thee for 

any ſenſe we have of theſe thy mer-. 
cics : humbly waiting on thee for the 


Enerealo of it, and for thy gracums 10 
| pardon of all vur uathanktulnefs and | 
undutiful behaviour towards. thee.z. - -. 
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deſire, and will endeavour to amend. 

And for that end we implore the 
help of thy holy Spirit, which our 
Lord hath encouraged us to ask of 
thee ; and told us thou wilt not deny 
to thoſe that earneſtly ſeek it, and 
continue to knock importunately at 
the Gate of mercy for it. We believe 
all his Promiſes to be faithful and 
true; and therefore humbly depend 
on thy mighty Power to ſtrengthen 
and enable us to do our duty towards 
thee, and towards all men ; with care 
and diligence, and zeal, and perſeve- 
rance to the end. Endue us, good 
Lord, with a Spirit of true and fervent 
Devotion to thee our Creator and 
Redeemer : with upright, juit, and 
Charitable Hearts to. all our Neigh- 
bours: and with tempcrate, content- 
ed and humble minds, in every con- 
dition and ſtate of life, unto which 
thou ſha!t pleaſe to call us. 


| _  Heſpus to be 'meck and gentle in 


r ' converſation ; prudent and dif- 
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an] uſeful in every relation ; obſer- 
vant of thy fatherly Providence 1n 
every thing that befals us ;. grateful 
for thy Benefits ; patient under thy 
chaſtiſements ; and readily diſpoſed to 
every good word and work. Preſerve 
in us a conſtant remembrance of thine 
all ſeeing eye; of the many Promiles 
and Vows we have made of fidelity 
to thee ; of thine ineſtimable love in 
Chriſt Jeſus, whereof thcu haſt given 
us ſo many pledges ; and of the great 
account we mult give to him, the 
Judge of all, at the day of his ap- 
pearing : That ſo we may continue 
fiedfaſt and unmoveable, and be abun- 
dant in the work of the Lord ; knowing 
that our lahour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lord. 

D:liver us, we beſeech thee, from 
all inordinate cares and deſires ; from 
72in hopes and caulcleſs fears : and fo 
diſpole our hearts, that death it felt 
may not be dreadful to us: but. we 
may welcome it with a chearſulcoun- 
tenance, when and howſoever it ſhall 7 
approach. mT EES © 
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O thar our hearts may beſo firmly 
ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the true Re- 
ligion, and our minds kept ſo free 
from all deluſions ; that nothing may 
airight us, or ſhake our conſtancy : 
Burt we may rather chule to die, than 
diſhonour our Saviour who died for 
us. Werefign our ſelves to thy Wif- 
dom and Goodneſs, who knowelt 
what is belt for us : hoping thou wilt 
never ſuffer us to be tempt- 
ed above what we are able, 
and wilt with the temptation alſo make 
a way to eſcape, that we may be able to 
bear it. 

We commend unto thee, likewiſe, 


3 Cor. 10. 13, 


all Mankind, eſpecially thy Church 


and choſen Pcople : theſe Kingdoms 
more particularly, of which we are 
Mcmbers ; that we may be all faith- 
ful to our Lord Chriſt, and zealous of 
good Works. Bleſs our Sovere-gn his 
Councellors, his Miniſters, and all 


. employed in publick Bufinefs, whe 


ther-Spritual or Civil; that they may 


-* (be conſcientiouſly induſtrious, and 


what- 
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whatſoever they do may proſper for 
the good of all thoſe who are commit- 
ted to their Charge: Be gracious to 
all our Friends, and thoſe who are 
dear unto us. Keep us all in thy tear, 
and love, and obedience, while we: 
live; and make us willing to die, and 
to be with Chriſt, which 1s beſt of 
all. Guide us, Good Lord, and go- 
vern us by the ſame Spirit of Wif- 
dom and Goodneſs, that we may Le 
{o united to thee here, as not to be 
eternally ſeparated, when thou art 
pleaſed to order our departure henre: 
But that we all at laſt may have «;; 
happy meeting in the other and bet- 
ter World ; to dwell with thce in love 
and joy, that ſhall never die, through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Bleſſed Lord and Sa-- 
viour, in whoſe words we ſtill be-- 
{cech thee to hear us, 


Our Father, &c. 


G 4 
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At Night. 


Az honour and glory, thanks 
{ A and praiſe, love and ſervice be 
7endred by us and all other reaſona- 
ble Creatures to thy great and glo- 
rious Majeſty, O Lord ; who haſt 
brought us into the World ; and pre- 
ſerved our life moft tenderly to this 
moment ; and made it eafie and com- 
tortable to us by more mercies than 
we can number. And to all the for- 
mer haſt added thoſe of this Day, 
which we have paſſed in peace, and 
health, and ſafety ; bleſſed be thy ne- 
ver-ceaſing Goodneſs. Above all we 
acknowledge thy unconcetvable love 
1n Chriſt Jeſus, by whom thou haſt 
made * a gracious proviſion for our 
Sou's and their everlaſting happineſs 
in the other World : Having ſent him 
to us with the Promiſes of eternal life ; 
! and to be the way and direftor to it ; 
- — and given him to die, that he might 
-- Acal his promiſes with his blood ; and 


raiſed . 
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raiſed him again from the dead, that 
our faith and hope might be in thee, 
O God. 

Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei« 
ther did enter into the 
heart of Man the things 
which thou halt prepared for them that 
love thee. We love thee, O Lord, 
and give our felves, both Souls and 
Bodics to thee : moſt earneſtly defi- 
ring to be inſpired with ſuch a ſenſe 
of thy infinite Goodneſs, that we may 
love thee more, and ſerve thee better ; 
with all our heart, and with all our 
foul, and with all our ſtrength. 

We confeſs, we have not walked 
worthy of the great Benefits we have 
received; and therefore may jultly. 
fear thou ſhould ſt with-hold thy ten- 
der mercies, and fhut up thy loving: 
kindneſs in diſpleaſure. Bur the de-- 
ſires and holy reſolutions thow haſt 
wrought and continueſt in our Souls, . 
to amend and become ſtill more fruit-- 
ful in all good works, encourage us - 
to: liope in thee for Pardon thro' the- 

4 i & $Y& Llood-, 


1 Cor. 1. 9. 
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blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; and for the al- 
ſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, to enable 
us to accompliſh that which we in- 
tend and purpoſe, to grow more and 
more in Wiſdom and Knowledge; 
and in Righteouſneſs and true Roli- 
neſs, | 
O that this Image of thine may av- 
pear every day fairer and mcre beau- 
tiful before thee, and in the ſight of 
all Men! That fo we may adorn the 
Religion we profeſs ; and be a good 
Example unto others ; and have a ſo« 
lis foundation of peace and comforr 
in our own hearts; and be able to. 
hope in thee for thy future mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, even untoeternal life. 
We commend our ſelves to : thy 
wonted Grace; and in a ſenſe of what 
thou haſt done already for us, and 
what thou haſt promiſed to do, de- 
pend on thy Goodneſs for what thou 
feſt profurable and conducing to our 
chicteſt good : referring our ſelves 
wholly to thy wife will and pleaſure ; 


and reſolve contentedly to ſubmir 
t0 
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to thy appointments, thankfully to 

receive thy. mercies, and to reſt ſatis- 
fied with our portion, . whatſoever it: 
be thar thou ordereſt for us. Make 

us but ſtedfaſt in thy faith and love, 
unwearied in well-doing, patient and 

conſtant under all ſuflerings, full of: 
a lively hope in thy mercy, and wil-- 
ling to die when, and as thou-pleaſeſt ; ; 
and we have enough. 

In confidence that thou heareſt us, . 
and art every where, and never ſlum-- 
bereſt nor ſleepeſt ; we commit our- 
ſelves to the cuſtody of thy watchful 
Providence this Night : to be ſecured: 
and protected by thee, when wecan- 
not at-all attend to our own preſerva»- 
tion. May it pleaſe thy. Goodneſs to 
give this whole.Family a comfortable - 
reſt and repole; to defend this habita- 
tion, and all about us from- fire:-and : 
juch like fad accidents ; todeliver us - 
from the power of evil Spirits; and of 
evil men ; and to raiſe us.in health.and: \ 
chearfulneſs to praiſe thee, and to glo»- 
rifie thee, both in Soul and Body rhe 
next day. ” They 
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Then will we fing 'of thy power, yea, 
Pal. 56.16.19, * will fing aloud of thy 
mercy in the morning : be- 
cauſe thou haſt been our defence, and 
our refuge at all times. Unto thee, O 
our ſtrength will we ſing : for God is 
our defence, and the Gd of our merey. 
Pal. 11: 1: We will praiſe the Lord | 
with our whole heart, in 
tbe aſſembly of the upright, and in the 
Congregation. Fort 1s a 
good thing to give thanks 
anto the Lord, and to fing praiſes unto 
thy Name, O moſt high, to ſhew forth 
thy loving kindneſs in the morning, an 
thy faithfulneſs every night. | 
The earth is thine, and the fulneſs 
Pl. 24,1, Fhereof ; the World, and 
| they that dwell therein. 
Let all the People praiſe thee, O God ; 
let all the People praiſe thee, O that all 
the ends of the World would remember 
and turn unto the Lord ; 
x 22:27" and all the kindreds of 
| the Nations worſhip before- 
kim, Fer the-Kingdom is the Lord's p 
and. 


Pal, 92. hk 
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and he-is the Governour among the Na- 
tions. Bleſs eſpecially all Chriſtian, 
Kings and Princes, that it may be aw 
abomination to them to 
commit wickedneſs ; and 
their thrones may be eſtabliſhed by righ- 
teouſneſs. And incline the hearts of 
all thoſe who have any authority in 
theſe Kingdoms to love and hold faſt 
thy crue Religion, and to live accord- 
ding to it ; that by mercy and truth the 
King may be preſerved : 4 be 
and his throne be upholden © 
by mercy. Let him faith- 


Prov. 16. 12. 


fully judge the Poor, that his Throne 


may be e(tabliſhed for ever. 

We heartily deſire the caſe, peace, 
and ſatisfaction of all thoſe who are 
10 pain, trouble, and perplexity : and 
that all poor miſerable People may 
find ſupply of their wants from thy 
Bounty, and the Charity of thoſe on 
whom thou haſt beſtowed plenty and 


abundance. We humbly alſo wait 


for thy Bleſſing upon all our Relati- 
ns.and Friends ; truſting in thee for 
| ſuch 
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ſuch a-meaſure of health and all other 
good things as thou judgeſt uſeful for 
us ; and Elpecially that the Lord Je- 
ſus will deliver us from 
every evil work, and pre- 
ſerve us to his heavenly Kingdom : To 
whom be Glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


1 Tim. 4. 8. 


Our Pather which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom 
come : Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
zt is in Heaven: Give us this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us : Aud lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil, &c. 
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A ſhorter Morning Prayer for any Day. 
in the Week,” when there is not time 
by reaſon of ſome extraordinary oc- 
caſtons, ſor the other. 


Moſt great and glorious God, 

the Sovereign of the World :: 
upon whom we continually de- 
pend ;. to whom we owe all the love, 
the ſervice, and the praiſe that we 
are able to render to all eternity. 
We adore thy infinite Mercy, from: 
whence we have received ſo many 
Bleſſings for the comfort of this life ; 
and by which we have a ſure H 
of good things in the life to come. 
Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs which hath 
not ſuffered us to wander without 
inſtruction, after the fooliſh deſires 
of our own hearts: but haſt clearly 
ſhown us where our happineſs lies. 
We receive with all thankfulneſs 
thoſe holy words', which teach us 
the bleſſedneſs of poverty and con- 
tentedneſs of Spirit ; of meeknels and 
humility 
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humility of mind; of hungering and 
thirſting after righteouſneſs ; of mer- 
Cifulneſs and purity of heart ; of peace- 
ableneſs, and patient ſuffering, for 
doing the will of our Lord Chritt. 
' Othat we may have grace to la- 
bour always to be of the number of 
thoſe bleſſed Souls, that never ſer 
their hearts on any thing ſo much, as 
theſe heavenly Vertues ! O that we 
may ever think and feel our ſelves, 
happy, in the comfort of thoſe great 
and precious promiſes of being made 
the Children of the higheſt, the Heirs 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and at 
laſt of ſeeing thee our God. It ſuffices, 
O Lord, that we have theſe glorious 
hopes hereafter : which make us be- 
lieve, thou wilt not let us want what 
is neceſſary for us, whilſt we conti- 
nue here. We commend our ſelves, 
with an humble confidence, to thy 
watchful Providence this day : beſeechs. 
ing thee to guide and aſliſt us, that in 
all our deſires, words and ations, we 


may. keep our ſelves innocent, and 
undefiled 
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undefiled before thee, and be diſpoſed 
to do all good, as we have opportunt- 
ty. 
f And we heartily deſire that all Man- 
kind may be filled with the ſame de- 
votion to thee : and eſpecially that all 
Chriſtian People may glorifie thy 
Name, and be joyful in thee. And the 
greater any are in Dignity and Pow- 
er, raiſe their Spirits to the greater 
pitch of Wiſdom, Mercy and Piety : 
That they may right thoſe that ſuffer 
wrong ; and defend thoſe that have 
no Helper ; and provides for the eaſe 
and comfort of all miſerable Creatures, 
to the utmoſt of their power. In 
this ardent charity we commit both 
Souls and Bodies to thee ; beſee@hipg 
thee to increaſe our love to thee, and 
to all men, till we be fit to berranſla- 
ted ro theRefpgion of love and joy, and 
perfect ſatisfaction, through Chriſt 
Jeſus : who hath taught us, when we 


pray, to ſay, 


Our Pather, &c: 


Another 
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Another ſhort Prayer for the 
Mormng. 


Bleſſed God ; be thou acknoledg- 
ed, praiſed and loved by us, and 
all the Children of men ; on whom 
thou poureſt continually thy Benefits, 
They are great and many : we know 
not the ſumm, nor underſtand the va- 
lue of them. The Angels themſelves 
admired thy love to us in Chriſt Je- 
ſus; and are become miniſtring 
Spirits to them, who are Heirs of Sal- 
vation. We enjoy the continual Fruits 
of thy watchful Providence; by which 
we have been kept in peace and 
ſafety the laſt Night, and are raiſcd 
this Morning in health and ſtrength, 
both of Body and Mind, beholding 
all things belonging to.us, juſt as we 
left them with thee, when' we went 
to ſleep. | 
Accept we muſt humbly beſeech 
thee, of this poor tribute of praile, 
and thanks ; together with the hear- 


ty} 
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ty Oblation of our Souls and Bo» 
dies, which we here dedicate again to 
thy ſervice. Vouchſafe us the conti- 
nued aſſiſtance of the Grace of thy 
Holy Spirit; to enable us to make 
good thoſe Vows thar are upon us, 
of obediently keeping thy holy will and 
commandments, and walking in the 
fame all the days of our life. Pardon, 
good Lord, all our breaches of this 
Sacred Covenant. Deal not with us 
according to our ſins, neither re- 
ward us after our iniquities : But 
in the multitude of thy tender mer- 
cies pity our errors and wander« 
ings; and help us againſt our iofir- 
mities. 

Give us leave this Day to put our 
ſelves into thy powerful proteRion, 
and to depend on thee for thy mer- 
citul guidance and aſiſtance ; that 
we may be more faithful to thee 
in the diſcharge of our Duties, and 
never {werve from the rules of So- 
briety, Righteouſneſs, Charity and 
Godlineſs. So ſhall we return with 
joylul * 
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joyful hearts to praiſe thee in the 
Evening: and teach thoſe who ſhall 
come after us, to continue thy praiſes 
in the next Generation. Amen, for 
thy mercies ſake in Chriſt Jeſus ; in 
whoſe words we preſent the earneſt 
deſires of our hearts, for our ſelves, 
and all our Brethren ; ſaying, 


Our Father, &Cc. 


A ſhort Prayer for the Evening, when 
there is no time for the longer. 


God; we thy Creatures, who 

have taſted liberally of thy 
Bounty many ways, and been bleſled 
in our ſeveral employ ments, and mer- 
cifully preſerved from {ſeveral dan- 
gers this day, are here met to join to- 
gether in moſt hearty thankſgivings 
to thy Divine Majeſty ; wiaich with 
one accord we offer up unto thee. It 
is the greateſt happineſs of all, we ac- 

| knowledge 


P—_— \— Koſs a —H— —_—_ 


* wes %g RVXRYI 


Prayers for Families. I4T 


knowledge, that we have any ſenſe of 
thee in our minds; any love to thee 
10 our hearts ; any remembrance of 
thy benefits; any holy diſpoſitions to 
obey thee ; and any hopes that thou 
wilt pardon our fins, and make us 
Partakers of eternal Life. 

All thar we deſire of thee, O Lord, 
is the continuance and encreaſe of this 
happineſs : that we may be poſleſled 
with a ſtronger ſenſe of thy Majeſty, 
thy Sovereign Power, thy unſearch- 
able Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Truth ; - 
and be filled with a more ardent leve 
to thee, and to all righteouſneſs; and 
delight to do thy Will in every thing, 
and rejoice ia hope of thy Immortal 
Glory. As for all the things of this 
life in a grateful remembrance of thy 
many palt mercies, we intirely truſt 
thee for the time.to come : reterring 
our ſelves to thy Wiſdom.; and re- 
ſolving to be content with that por- 
tion, which thy good Prdvidence is 
pleaſed to allign us. Help us but to 
be fledfaſt and immoveable in the 
work 
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work of our Lord, to bring forth all 
the fruits of the Spirit, /ove, joy, peace, 
long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meekneſs, and temperance ; and we ſhal] 
think our ſelves rich enough, and well 
provided for in every ſtate and condi 
tion of lite. 

In theſe holy thoughts and deſires 
we commend our ſelves to thy graci- 
ous: proteation this Night ; hoping to 
find them freſh and lively in our Souls, 
when we awake in the Morning : and 
deſiring withall the happigeſs of the 
reſt of the World, that they may 
know thee, and acknowledge thee, 
and be guided unto, and walk in the 
way that leads to everlaſting life, 
through Chriſt Jeſus our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer. In whoſe powerful Name, 
and Comprehenſive words, we conti- 
. nue to pray as he hath tavght us ; 


ſaying, 
Our Father, QC. 
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Another for the Evening. 


N an humble and thankful ſenſe, O 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, of our 
intire dependance on thee, and of the 
Duty we owe thee, and the many pro- 
miſes and vows wherein we ſtand en- 
aged to rhee, we fall down before 
thee this Evening, and with all reve- 
rence, worſhip thy Divine Majeſty : 
Giving thee the Glory that is due un- 
to thy Name, and acknowledging thy 
multiplied mercies to us, particularly 
thoſe of this Day; to the concluſion 
of which thou haſt now ſafely brought 
us, with new reſolutions in our hearts 
to continue for ever in thy faith, and 
tear, and love, and obedience. 
Itis but juſt and reaſonable, and 
we feel likewiſe, by daily experience, 
that it is our happineſs, to keep thy 
Commandments ; and to maintain 
chearful thoughts of thee, and an hear- 
ty friendſhip with thee, by comply- 
ing in all things with thy Holy Will. 
O 
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O pardon our folly, moſt gracious 
God, in forſaking at any time that 
' Perfect Rule, to follow our own un- 
ruly defires. Pardon us, we beleech 
thee, for we know not how to par- 
don our ſelves ſuch ingratitude to 
thee, and cruelty to our ſelves. Tt is 
the grief of our hearts, that we have 
in the leaſt offended thee ; and our 
moſt earneſt, unfeigned defire to be 
preſerved hereafter in an exact con- 
formity to our Rule in every thing, 
Yea, we would delight to do thy Will, 
O God, and take ſuch a pleaſure in all 
the/adts of righteouſneſs, mercy, meek» 
neſs, and gentleneſs to our Neighbours ; 
and in praiſing and acknowledging 
thee, the God of all Grace, and living 
m an humble ſenſe of thy Bounty 
and our own undefervings, and in a 
temperate and thankful uſe of all thy 
Bleſſings ; that we may have the 
continual feaſt of a good conſcience, 
and the conſtant comfort and fatisfa- 
Qion of having thee always for our 
Friend, and our gracious Father in 
Chriſt Jeſus. bo, 
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O thou who art the Inſpirer of ſuch 
holy counſels, deſires and purpoſes, 
keep them for ever in our hearts. 
Encourage, ſtrengthen and encreale 
them, that after the refreſhment of a 
quiet ſleep this Night, we may feel 
them lively and powerful in the Mor- 
ning : and with renewed joy, we 
may ſtill devote our ſelves to thy 
tairhful ſervice. O that our Friends, 
and all thy people in every place, may 
partake of the ſame mercies we defire 
tor our ſelves : and howſoever we are 
ſevered one from another 1n this 
World, grant us an happy meeting at 
the Day of our Lord, in whoſe words 
we pray thee to hear us. 


Our Father, QC. 
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A Prayer for the Morning to be ſaid 
| by any Perſon alone. 


O Moſt holy, bleſſed and glorious 
'Majeſty of Heaven and Earth :; 
who art before all things, becauſe 
they all receive their Being from thee ; 
and who art of thy ſelf, infinite in all 
perfetions. Before thee who art ſa 
great and incomprehenſible, I moſt 
humbly proſtrate my ſelf this More 
ning ; rejoicing in rhis happy liberty 
which rhou vouchſafeſt me, of reti- 
ring my thoughts a little from this 
Worid, to look up unto thee, theFa-- 
ther of my Being. 
| adore and pfaife thy eternal Pows 
er, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. I hear- 
tily acknowledge the Duty which F 
| H 3 owe 


— —— 
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I owe thee, both as I am thy Crea- 
ture, and as Iam a Chriſtian. I be- 
wail all my negles of it, my back- 
wardnelſs unto it, or coldneſs in it. 
I intrear thy gracious Pardon, and 
engage my lelf, for the time to come, 
more heartily and firmly to thy obe- 
dience : beſecching the Grace of thy 
Holy Spwuit to.enable me to perform 
all thoſe engagements which are 
upon me: And Bleſſed: be thy Fa- 
therly Goodneſs, which hath ſo often 
prevented me with that Grace. Towe 
to it all the good thoughts and in- 
c/igations that are in my heart; all 
thoſe motions that I feel in my Soul 
towards thee, as my chiefeſt good ; 
with all theeffes and fruits of them 
in my Life and AQtions ; which en- 
courage me to hope in thee for the 
conſtant help of it, to further me :n 
well doing unto the end. 

O thou who haſt ſent thy Son 
from Heaven to dwell among us, 
who haſt not ſpared his Life, but 
given him up fos us all ; who haſt 
raiſed - 
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raiſed him from the dead, and made 
him Heir of all things ; who haſt gi- 


ven him all power in Heaven -and/- -+-4 


Earth, that he may bleſs us and dt 
us good ; deny not the defir:s of a 
Soul that offers up it ſelf intirely 
in ſincere affeation to thy Service. 
But aſſiſt me ſo mightily from above, 
that I may make thee my conſtant 
acknowledgments likewiſe , for the 
ſenſible fruits of his Life, Death, Re- 
ſurretion and Exaltation produced in 
my heart : growing more and more 
in all Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Purity, 
Humility, Goodneſs, and every 0+ 
ther Divine Vertue. For which end 
preſerve me always in ſuch a ſerious 
temper of mind, that the ſenſe of 
my Duty to thee, may make me al- 
ways ready and forward to it ; and 
the ſenſe of my weakneſs, may make 
me watchful and diligent; and the 
ſenſe of my former negligence, ex- 
cite me to be fervent in Spirit; Md the 
goodneſs of thy commands may ren- 
der me more fruitful and abundant 
H 4 in 
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in the work of the Lord ; and the 
great darger [| have efcaped, and the 
bleſſedneſs before me, may provoke 
me to perſevere mo!t patiently in all 
vell doirg, with joy and thankful. 
neſs. So t! zat I may belike to Chriſt 
Jefus my gracious Lord and Maſter, 

and do h:m honour here in this 
World ; and walk worthy of the great 
Privileges he hath beltowed on me, 
and make grateful returns for all the 

vaſt precepts I have had from thy moſt 
bounteous mercy. O thar all my ac- 
knowledaments, and pious affeRtions 
may be turned into ations of holinels 
and piety; and all my aQtons Tay 
be ſpirited with Zeal; and all my zeal 
be rcgulated with prudence; and 
my Prudence be veid of ail guile, 
and joyncd with perfc intcgrity of 
heart: that adorning thy molt holy 
Faith and Profeſſion, by a religious, 
upright, charitable and diſcreet con- 
verſz2tion whilſt I am here, I may re- 
ceive approbation and praile, at the 


Day of the Lord Jeſus, and be num- 
bred 


hn _ 
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bred among thy Saints in Glory ever- 
laſting. 

This,O Lord, is the ſumm of all my 
deſires. Diſpoſe me, by every thing 
thar befals me, for Eternal Life, and 
it ſufficeth. 1 w holly leave my con- 
cerns in this life to the wiſdom of thy 
Goodneſs ; that thou mayeſt order 
what thou jucgeſt to be fitteſt for me: 
I truſt thee w:th my (:lf, and all I 
have ; hoping thou wilt preſerve me. 
from all things hurttul, and lead me 
to all things profitable for my Sal- 
vation. 

The like 1 wiſh to all the World; 
that Unbel.evers may be tranſlated 
out of the Kingdom of Darknets, 1n-- 
to the Kingdomot thy dear Son; and 
they who are called by the Name of 
Chriſt may depart from all iniquity. 
Inſpire all Kings and Princes ot the - 
Earth, eſpeciaily our Sovereign, with 
great Wiidom and Charity ; and ſhake 
them like to thee, the Lord of all : 
who art good ' unto all, and picafed 
in mercy, Endue all our paſtors and 

Hs5 Guides. 
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Guides with true knowledge,piety and 
zeal ; and give me, and all Chriſtian 
People Grace to receive their inſtru- 
Etions with a meek, humble and obe- 
dient heart. 

Thou knoweſt the ſorrows, trou- 
ble and perplexities of all aiflited 
perſons; for whom I implore thy com- 
paſſionate relief. Support them with 
a lively faith and hope in thy preci- 
ous promiles, diſpoſe them thereby to 
2 more {triCt obſervance of thy holy 
commands; and convert their preſent 
ſufterings into endleſs joys; when 
they have brought forth the peacea- 
ble fruit of righteouſneſs. And whiltt 
thou art pleaſed to continue to me 
that eaſe, plenty and proſperity which 
I enjoy ; fill me with ſuch a ſenſe of 
thy undeſerved Goodneſs, that I may 
be the morercady tc do good to thoſe, 
who are in miſery ; and by a ſober 
and moderate uſe of thy Bleſſings, be 
prepared to endure patiently whatſo- 
ever change thou ſhalt be pleaſed to 
order for me, into a worle condition, 
Preſerve 
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Preſerve me all this Day in inno- 
cence, and in love to thee and to all 
men. And fince m_ : 
my ways I acknowledge **9v: 3: 6. 
thee ; do thou dire = xo. 
paths, and teach me to guide my af- 
fairs with diſcretion. Thou art my 
hope and my confidence ; my fatis- 
tation and my peace; my glory and 
my joy ; therefore never leave me 
nor forſake me, but conduct me ſafe- 
ly by thy counſel throngh all the bu- 
lineſſes and enjoyments, through all 
the temptations and troubles of this 
life, to that bleſſed place where our 
Lord Jeſus liveth and reigneth witlz 
thee, in the unity of the fame Spirit, 
World without end. Amer. 


Our Father, GC. 
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A Prayer for the Evening. 


Lord,: the Creator of the World, 

and the Redeemer of Mankind : 
Who knowefſt all things, and canſt do 
what thou pleaſeſt; and witt do that 
which is belt for thy Children ; and 
haſt done us a world of good already ; : 
and promiſed to do more for us, it 
we be obedient, than we can ask or 
think ; and haſt given us the greateſt 
aſſurance of the truth of thoſe pro- 
miſes by thy Son Jeſus ; Who died 
for us, and whom thou haſl raiſed 
from the dead; and given him the 
promile of the Holy Ghoſt, which he 
hath poured forth abundantly, to ſhed 
abroad thy love in our hearts. | fall 
down betore thee in the Jowlieſt man- 
ner, to expreſs my fear and reverence 
of thy Almighty Power; my admi- 
ration of and ſubmiſſion to thy un- 
{earchable Wiſdom ; my hearty love 
and thankſul acknowledgerpent of 
thy wondrous Goodneſs ; my trult 
k and 
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and confidence in thy faithful promi- 
ſes ; with my readineſs, and ſincere 
purpoſes to perform all obedience to 
thy holy commands. 

There is nothing, O Lord, ſo af- 
Aictive to me, as the remembrance 
that I have any time offended thy So- 
vereign Authority. I am heartily 
ſorry for the breaking of any of thy 
facred, righteous and good Laws. I 
abhor the thoughts of doing ſo again. 
And proteſt eternal enmity ro all that: 
is contrary to thy blefied Will ; ad- 
d:Ring my ſelf with moſt hearty affe- 
ion to thy true and faithful ſervice. 
Pardon me therefore, moſt gracious 
and merciful Father, and accept theſe: 
holy reſolutions which thou haſt in- 
ſpired me withal. Stfengthen, I be- 
ſeech thee, and further them with thy- 
continued Grace, that no ſudden de-- 
ſires, vehement inclinations, ineffe- 
ual purpoſes, no nor partial per- 
formances, may deceive and-lead me 
into a falſe opinion- of my-ſelf ; but I 
may bring forth actually, and with a- 

| conſtant: 
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conſtant Spirit, all the Fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, which are by Chriſt Jeſus 
to the Praiſe and Glory of thee, my 
God. Poſſeſs me with ſuch a deep 
and ſtrong ſenſe of thy ſfupream Au- 
thority over all, of the obligations [ 
have to thee, and the great xindneſs 
thou haſt done me in engaging me to 
be thy Servant; that Religion may 
be the very buſineſs of my life, and 
my greateſt Pleaſure may be to pleaſe 
thee in every thing, and my higheſt 
Deſign to attain that bleſſed immor- 
tality, which Chriſt Jeſus hath pro- 
miſed. 

O lift up my affections more and 
more to thoſe things above, where 
he is: That Heaven may have my 
. heart whilſt this world hath my Bo- 
dy ; and I may have perie& content- 
ment of mind in well-doing and pati- 
ent ſuffering ; and the good hope I 
have of being eternally beloved of 
thee, the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
may make me rejoice evermore. Free 
me from all inordinate cares for the 
things 
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things of this life, from all diſtruſt of 
thy good Providence ; from all repi- 
ning at any thing that befals me: and 
enable me in every thing to give 
thanks ; believing that all things are 
ordered by the greateſt reaſon, and 
ſhall work together for good to thoſe 
that love thee. 

I doubt not of thy Fatherly afle- 
Rion to thoſe that ſtudy, in all ſin- 
cerity to approve themlelves unto 
Thee : and therefore {till reſolved to 
leave my ſelf intirely to thy wiſe 
Counſels, that thou may'ſt diſpoſe me 
into ſuch a condition as thou ſeelt 
beſt for me in this World. Remem- 
ber me but of my Duty ; quicken and 
excite me to it ; ſtrengthen me 1n the 
doing of it ; ſupport me under all diſ- - 
couragements ; adviſe me in all diffi- 
cult caſes ; aud comfort me with a 
Redfaſt belief of thy Holy Word ; and 
I ſhall ever be giving thanks and praiſe 
unto thee, who dealeſt ſo bountiſully 
with me. 

Into thy hands I commend this 
Night 
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Night, both Soul and Body, which 
have been mercifully preferved in 
{afety all this Day. I repoſe my ſelf 
in the belief of thy watchful Provi- 
dence ; and that thou giveſt thy An- 
gels charge over us, and art about our 
Beds, and about our Paths, and ſpieſt 
our all our thoughts. O continue 
theſe holy thoughts and deſires in me 
till 1-fa!l aſleep: that thou mayſt have 
2 Soul full of love to thee 1n thy cu- 
ſtody ; and I may receive the light of 
the Morning, it theu prolongelt my 
life, with new joy in thee, and thank:+ ' 
ful afieion to thee. 

I moſt heartily deſire l\kewiſe, O 
merciful God, the good of the whole 
World. Pity the follies of Mankind : 
deliver them irom their ſins, and from: 
their miſeries. Hear the groans - of 
every part of the Creature, that is 
yet ſubxeR ta the bondage of corrup. 
tion, and bring them all into the glo- 
rious liberty of thy Children. Hear: 
the daily Prayers of the Catholick 
Church. Free her from all foul: and 
GiVi- 
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dividing errors: Let the truth, as it 
is in Jeſus, prevail, and peace be in 
all her Borders. O that all Chriſtian 
Kings and Governours may follow 
aſter peace and enſue ir. Make thy 
Miniſters the Meſſengers of Peace : 
and diſpoſe the hearts of all Chriſtians 
to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. 

Enlighten the minds of all Jews, 
Turks and Infidels with the know- 
ledge of thy Truth. Give repentance 
unto Sinners, and encreaſe of Grace 
and ſtrength to all thy faithful Ser- 
vants. Reduce thoſe that wander 
out of the way : raiſe up thoſe who are 
fallen: confirm and ſertle thoſe that 
ltand; and grant them a ſtedfaft re- 
{olution to perſevere in faith, love and 
obedience. Relieve and comfort alt 
thoſe that are in any diſtreſs. Make 
the Ezrth to bring forth her increaſe 
in due Seaſon. And let alt honeſt and 
induſtrious Peopte be ſucceeded and 
bleſſed in their labours. 

Remember all thoſe to whomTam 
indebted 
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indebted for my Birth, Education, 
Inſtrution or Promotion : Thou who 
art rich in mercy, reward and re- 
compence their care and love. Grant 
forgiveneſs and charity to all my Ene- 
mies. Continue good will among all 
my kind Neighbours. Support the 
Sick in faith and patience. Aſliſt 
thoſe who are dying and leaving this 
World. Fit them tor a better place ; 
receive the Souls which thou haſt re- 
deemed with thy Son's moſt precious 
Blood, and fanctified by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and give us all a glorious re- 
ſurretion _ and eternal life. Amer. 
Amen. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
ballowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come : Thy Will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven: Give us this Day our 
daily Bread: And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us : And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil, QC. 


A 
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A ſhort Prayer to be uſed by any one 
alone in the Morning. 


Adore thee, O Lord, the Poſſeſſor 

of Heaven and Earth : who ſur- 
paſſeſt all our thoughts, and doſt us 
good beyond all our deſires There 
is all reaſon that I ſhould acknow- 
ledge thee continually ; that I ſhould 
worſhip, and praiſe , and love, and 
obey thee, whilſt I have my Being. 
[ cannot but witneſs againſt my ſelf 
whenloever I negle&t thee ; much 
more when I oppoſe thy moſt high 
Authority, by doing contrary to thy + 
Laws. For thy 1Almighty Goodneſs 
gave me my being ; and by that alone 
have I been maintained and liberally 
provided for : yea, it hath born with 
me very paticntly in my rebellion, and 
uſed extraordinary means to make us 
Friends, and ceales nut its intreaties 
after many unkind denials ; but con- 
tinues to importune me, till my heart 


conſent to yield it ſelf intirely to thee. 
I can- 
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I cannot with-hold my ſelf, O Lord, 
from thee when I confider what thou 
art, and what thou eſt been to me ; 
ſuch a tender, gracious and compaſiio- 
nate Fathzr, as my greateſt affeRi- 
ons cannot find words to expreſs. [ 
muſt again ſurrender Soul and Body 
into thy hands, which have been ſo 
long, ſo lovingly ſtretched out to- 
wards me: relolving to ſtay with 

thee, and never to depart away from 
thee. 

For the more I know of thee, the 
more I find that I maſt needs love 
thee: and the more |l love thee, the 
more [ deſire to love thee, and to re- 
ſemble tice, and to be beloved of 
thee. O that I may fee! the power 
of thy love ſo great in my heart, that 
it may govern the reit of my paſſions 
and atleRions : and nothing in the 
Worid may tempt me to diſpleafe 
thee, but every thing provoke me 
more to love thee, and delight in 
thee, and obey thee, For whom 2s 


there in Heaven that T can defire but 
thee, 
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thee, or on earth beſides thee ! who art 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the Xing 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords; who 
only haſt immortality? and deſigneſt 
by thy Son Jeſus to raiſe us ſinful Duſt 
and Aſhes, to a Kingdom, Glory, Ho- 
nour and Immortality in the Heavens. 

I moſt earneſtly beſeech thee that 
this ſenſe of thee may accompany. me 


whereſoever I go, and in whatſoever - 


I do this Day: That approving my 


ſelf to thee in ſuch a godly, ſober, - 


righteous, charitable and prudent be- 
haviour, as may adorn the Goſpel of 
my Lord and Maſter Chrift Jeſus ; I 
may have a greater aſſurance of thy 
good will towards me, and an un- 
doubted hope of thy mercy in him to 
Eternal Lite. ' In whoſe moſt bleſſed 
Name 'and Words I humbly recom- 
mend my felf, my Friends, and all 
thy Servants to thy infinite Charity ; 
ſaying as he hath taught. us, 


Our Father, &c. 


Os nin we wo 


4” Another 


=” 


-- 


- 
we 29. 
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Another for the Evening, 


Leſſing, Glory, Honour and Praiſe 
again -returned to thee, O 
Father of mercy, from a molt thank- 
| ful heart ; which offers up it ſelf alſo 

in *holy devotion to thee. Who art 
any Sovereign Lord, my moſt loving 
Saviour, my Deliverer and Beneſa- 
rat the ere of all the good 

ogs Tenjoy at preſent, and the hope 
of . Soul for ever and ever. Blel- 
kd - thy renewed. kindneſs to me 
this Day paſt: both to my {elf and 
my 'Relations, to my Soul and my 
Body, in my tranſactions with men, 
and in the liberty thou alloweſt me 


© of alreſſes to thy ſelf. Pardon, good 


Lord, whatſoever hath cogent 


©. in thought, word, ,or deed, 
ry to my Duty: And qrcept 0 thoſe 


6: iatentions, and rr pur- 
- > poſes, mh were, and 

”; ways be in my heart to ſtudy to ap- 
3 Þ vemy ſelf to thee im all welt-doi 
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It is but juſt and reaſonable that I 
ſhould follow thy Will, and not my 
own : and in a grateful ſenſe of what 
[ have received from thee, I ought to 
be moved to employ all the powers 
of my Soul and Body for thee. But 
ſuch is the Goodneſs of thy Will, 
that it is for my eaſe and re and 
oreateſt happineſs, to be abſolurel 
led and governed by it. I am fenfſt- 
ble, O Lord, how much I am indebt- 
ed to thee for teaching. me by gar 
Jefus, and alſo ſtrongly xp Ber 
to exerciſe my ſelf to all godlineſs, 
purity, righteouſneſs, humility, good- 
neſs and truth. And accordingly I 
thank thee, above all things, for his 
holy inſtructions and example ; for 
the hope thou halt given us by his 


Blood, that thou wilt be ſo merciful}. -'Þ 


to our fins, as not to deny us the 
power of thy Holy Spirit to enable 
us to follow hin aod obey his Com © 


mands ; and for that exceeding FLY 
and precious Promiſe whick he 
given as of Immortal Lite , to-en-" 


courage + 


: = 
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courage us to follow him willing'y 


and chearfuily, even to the Death. 
Q that I may fcela lively and ted. 
faſt Faith in his Word, continually 
working with great power in my 
heart ; exciting me to an unwearied 
diligence, and zeal, and love, and pa- 
tient continuance in my duty towards 
thee, and towards all Men : That fo 
my hope in thee may grow and in- 
creaſe, and I may joy fully expe that 
hour which ſhall tranſlate me hence 
to the eternal happineſs of the other 
World. And during my ſtay here, 
I commend my ſelf ro thy good Pro- 
vidence, which hath hitherto been 
ſo tender of me. I truſt thee whol- 
ly with my felf, and all belonging to 
me : and am willing in every thing 
to be diſpoſed of, as thou ſeeſt good. 
. This Night I flee unto thy Almughty 
ProteQion ;. hoping thou wilt keep 
me ſafely, and whetherI awaken inth.s 
or the other life, I ſhall (till be prai- 
ſing thee ; whoſe mercy endureth for 
ever, Amen ; for Chriſt Jeſus his ; 
y 


wn = To Wo; "By ws 


for particular Perſons. 169 


by whom thou haſt encouraged me 
to hope in thee, and tavght me to 
call thee Father ; ſaying, 


Our Father . which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom 
come ;* Thy will be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven : Give us this Day our 
daily Bread : And forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
azainſt us : and lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil, QC. 


170 


T# AT time which is wont to te 

ſpent in the Church, in talking or 
looking about, before Divine Service be- 
iu ; may be better employed in private 
Prayer, to diſpoſe us to join with grea- 
ter ſeriouſneſs in the Publick. And in- 
deed our buſineſs being there withGed 
alone, and that Place being ſeparated fer 
Sis Service only; the cuſtom which now 
eniverſally prevails, of entertainingDiſ= 
courſe one with another, is very undecent 
(10 ſay no worſe) and ought to be refor- 
med. We have other times and places 
enough to conferr with cur Neighbours : 
and therefore have no temptation to 
pervert the uſe of this : whi.h is ſet a- 
part for devout intercourſe with God, 
and none elſe, by ſpeaking to bim in 
Prayer and Praiſes, and hearing him 


ſpeak tous in his holy Word. It is fit to. 


felence all other ſpeech; and therefore 
bere follow ſome helps for that purpoſe : 
which T hope all good Chriſtians will em 
deauour to uſe or imitate; and not de- 
ſpife this loving Admonition. 
PRE 


PRIVATE PRAYERS 
IN THE 


CHUR CH. 


A ſhort Prayer before Divine Service 
begins. | 


Ehold, O Lord of Heaven and 
Earth , a Soul proſtrate before 
thee ; deſirous to be filled with ſuch 
an awful ſenſe of thy Divine Maje- 
ſty. that no other thing may inter- 
poſe it ſelf, while Iam in thy pre- 
ſence. Fix my inconſtant thoughts 
in a ſtedfaſt attention,to thy moſt 
Holy. Word. Inſpire me with de- 
vout affetions, when L-fert forth 
thy praiſe, and render thanks for all 
thy Benefits. And excite in me ſuch 
fervent deſires for all thoſe things, 
which 1 ask of thee ; that I may feel 
my ſelf better diſpoſed by theſe Ad- 
dreſſes to thee, to every Chriſtian 
I 2 Duty 


I/E gay 


HAF. 
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Duty the reſt of this Day ; through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and Saviour 


Amen. 


anther. 


N an humble and thankful ſenſe 

of thine infinite Goodneſs, which 
honoureth us ſo much as to ſpeak to 
us, and give us leave to ſpeak to 
thee; I bow down my ſelf before 
thee, O moſt high and holy Lord, 
the Creator of ihe Worid, defiring 
my mind may be poſleſled with ſuch 
great thoughts of thee, whom the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain, 
and who openeſt thy hand and filleit 
all things with good, that I may molt 
revercntly worthip thee ; and affei- 
onately acknowledge thy Bounty ; 
and ſet my keart open to receive thy 
holy Word; and my mouth may 
praiſe thee with joyful lips. Silence 
all other thoughts and deſires in ime, 


while I am here in thy preſence. _ 
itt 
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lift up my heart ſo towards Heaven, 
that I may feel it united to that glo- 
rious Company above ; who perpc- 
tually praife thee, and rejoice 1n thee; 
and do thy Commandments hearken- 
ing to the voice of thy Word. Which 
[ humbly beg in the Name of Chriſt 
Jeſus, which is ever dear unto thee ; 
and by whom thou haſt promited to 
hear us. Amen. 


Or thoſe words of the Prophet David 
(which you read, Pſal. 5. 7 17. 1. 
118. 28. 119. 47, 48, &c.) may 
be alittle altered in this manner : 


N the mul:itude of thy mercies I 
come into thy Houſe : and in thy 
ſear will I worſhip toward thy holy 
place. Attend unto my cry, O Lord, 
and give car un'o my Prayer that go- 
eth not out of feigned lips. Taou 
art my God, and [ will praife thee ; 
thou art my Ged, and I will exalt 
thee. And I will delight my ſelf in - 
thy Commandments which I have lo- 
"RN -3 ved 
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ved. My hands alſo will 1 lift up to 
thy commandments which 1 have lo- 
ved 1 and I will meditate on thy Sta- 
futes; Let thy tender mercies come 
alſo unto me, O Lord ; even thy bal- 
vation according to thy Word. Look 
upon me, and be merciful unto me, as 
r300 uſeſt to do to thoſe that love thy 
Name, Order my ſteps in thy Word : 
and let not any iniquity have domini- 
cn over me. Amen. 


—_Z 


A tuner Prayer in the Church, when 
there is time for it, before the begin- 
ning of Divine Service. 


Caſt down my ſelf, O Lord, in 

an holy fear and humble adorati- 
on of thine incomprehenſible Maje- 
{ly, who filleſt Heaven and Earth ; 
but delighteſt to make thy ſelf more 
peculiarly preſent to thoſe that ac- 
knowledge and praiſe thee, and are 
deſirous to be filled with a conſtant 


ſenſe of thee, and intire love to thee. 
Bleiled 
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Bleſſed be thy infinite Goodneſs , 
which hath incouraged ſuch Wretch- 
es, as | am, by the declaration of thy 
guvod will to us in Chriſt Jeſus, by 
thy moſt gracious invitations and pre- 
cious promiſes, and by the long ex- 
perience I have had of thy kindnel(s 
to approach unto thee, O Lord moſt 
High. 

I accept moſt thankfully of this- 
freedom and liberty of acceſs with con» 
fidence by the faith of Jeſus ; and am 
here to join with the reſt of rhy Ser- 
vants in extolliing and magnifying 
thy eternal Power, Wi:dom ad 
Goodneſs ; in giving thanks to thee 
for thy innumerable Bicſlings ; in 
hearing thy moſt holy Word ; and: 
making our humble Suppl.cations , 
for the continuance of thy undeſer- 
ved grace and favour toward us. 
Compole mine and every one of our 
thoughts, to the mo! (ilent admira- 
tion of thee : Strike our Spirits with 
a reverend apprehenſion of the ſur- 
paſſing Greatneſs and Glory of thy 


I 4 _ - Ma» 
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Majeſty : Raiſe our affeQions to the 
higheſt pitch of love and gratitude to 
thee: bow our wills to the moſt cheer- 
ful ſubmiſſion to all thy holy com- 
mands: and touch us with an unſpeak- 
able joy, when we read and hear thy 
exceeving great and precious promiſes. 

Vouc.ifate, moſt loving Father, the 
power of thy holy Spirit to attend 
upon me; to draw my mind from all 
other things, and to give me ſuch a 
lively traſt of the pleaſures of thy 
Houle, as may make me ever delight 
to attend upon thee here, and walk 
with thee in every other place with a 
perfect heart. That ſo my own hear? 
uot condemming me, 1 may 


3 Joh.3.21,21. 
have more and more Cconx- 


 fidence towards thee, that whatſoever 


I ask I ſhall receive of thee ; becauſe 


- keep thy Commandments, and do thoſe 


things which are pleaſing in thy fight ; 
truly my Soul waiteth upon thee ; from 
Pſal. G2. 1 thee cometh my ſalvation. 
6. 1. Hear my cry, O God, and 
attend unto my prayer, on 

tie 
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the honour of our Lord Jeſus, and 
the love thou beareſt to him ; who . 
hath bid us ask, and we ſhall receive 

ſeek, and we ſhall f nd ; knock, and 
it ſhall be opened unto us. Let it be 
to thy Servant, I moſt ardently be- 
teech thee, according to his Word. 


Amen. 


Another longer. 


Lord of Heaven and Earth, who 

art infinite and incomprehen= 
{ible in thy Being, eternal in thy du» 
ration, and unchangeable in thy Na» 
ture: who canſt do what thou wilt ; 
and delightelt in doing us good. By 
thy Power land ali Creatures were 
made; by thy Wildom we are go- 
vern'd; by thy Goodneſs and Bour® 
ty we are provided for ; under thy 
Sovereiga Dominion we live ; and 
unto thy Majeſty we owe all reve- 
rence, ſervice and faithful obedience. 


I adore and humbly worthip thee. ' I 
"0 acknows 


178 Private Prayers 


acknowledge my ſelf bound by innu- 
merable ties to fear thee, to love 
thee, to praiſe thee, and to ſerve thee 
with all my heart,,and ſoul, and 
firength. Bleſſed be \thy Goodneſs 
that I have any hope thou wilt accept 
of ſuch a worthleſs thing as my love. 
Bleſſed be thy Goodnets I admire at 
whe riches of thy Grace, that thou doſt 
not reje all the ſervice that I can 
tender thee. Nay, it is to kealctibed 
ro thee alone, that I am alive ro wor- 
fhip thee, and have the Dcors of thy 
Houſe ſtand open to me; and that [ 
have any heart to enter into it, to 
ofter up ipiritual Sacrifices by Chriſt 
Teſus 

: Q Ged, I offer thee hexe my whok 
* * - -felf, which is all due to -rhee, be- 
cauſe I received it all from thee : be- 
ſeeching thee moſt earneſtly ro make 
me feel that I am not mine own any 
longer, but thine ; by taking, off my 
thoughts and affetions from all other 
things at this preſent, and filling me 
with ſuch a:reverend apprehenſion of 
| thee, 
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thee, ſuch hearty devotion to thee, 
and heavenly joy in thee ; that I 
may every Day offer up my ſelf to 
thee more holy and more pure, more 
meek and merciful, more humble and 
thankful, more chearſully diſpoſed . 
to every good work, and better pre=- 
pared to bear a part in the Praiſes and. 
Services of the glorious Company 
above. | 

Thou knoweſt the weakneſs of: 
our Nature, how ſoon our thoughts: 
are tired and apt to ſtart aſide when 
we direct them towards Heaven : 
Vouchſafe me therefore the aſſiſtance: 
of thy ,Hoiy Spirit to compole my 
mind to rhe moſt ſerious, the moſt: 
earneſt, the moſt devout and chear- * 
full attention in all Parts of- thy . 
Divine_Service. That I may have: 
the livelieſt tenſc of thy glorious Per-- 
fetions when I praiſe thee ; and the: 
molt delightful remembrance of thy | 
Mercies, when I give thee thanks .. 
and the moſt thirſty deſires co be cons" 
formed go thy Will, and to feel: more 
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and more the influences of thy Grace, 
when [ hear thy holy Word, and pre- 
ſent my Prayers and Supplications 
before thee. | 
Accept, O Bleſſed God , of this 
go0d will and fincere affeRtion that 
I have to thy Service ; though per- 
tormed with broken and diltrated 
thoughts, and with too great liſtleſ- 
neſs and dulne(s of Spirit. And help 
me continually to out-grow this 
weakneſs, and to preſent thee with an 
hezrt more quiet, calm and fit to re- 
ceive thee ; more perfect and intire 
in ardent love to thee, and more ſet- 
tled and fixed in thee, as its Chiefeſt 
joy and happineſs; That fo all the 
reſt of the actions of my life may be a 
more conſtant and even performance 
of my Duty, according, to the com- 
mand and example of my Bleſſed Lord 
and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. In whoſe 
Name it is that I am bold to approach 
into thy preſence : believing the 
Power and Autaority thou haſt given 
him over all, to bleſs us, and ro do 
7 F_ 


A 
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for us exceeding abundantly aboye 
all that we ask or think. By h:imbe 
Glory unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
in the Church, thoughout all Ages, 
World without end. Ames. 


At the concluſion of Divine Service af- 
ter theſe words, The Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


Say, Amen, with the heartieft and moſ# 
earneſt affeition. And add ſome ſuch 


words as theſe : 


Leſſed be thy Name, O God, for 

the good hepe which thy infi- 

nite Charity kath given us, by thy 
great Grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and the 
p.entiful communication of the Holy 
Ghoſt. O let thy mercy be upon me 
according asI hope in thee. ' Preſerve 
me alway in thy love, through thar 
abundant Grace in thy Son Chriſt, 
and the powerful preſence of thy 
Holy Spirit work in. me mightily, this - 
Day and ever. Or 
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Or after The peace of God which pa(- 
ſeth all underſtand, Sc. you may 
ſay as the Apoſtle St. Paul (2 TheſC 
3. 16.) and the Pſalmiſt, 115. 12, 
13,18. 


"OW the Lord of Peace himſelf 
| V give me Peace always , by all 
means. The Lord be with us all. The 
Lord hath been mindful of us, he will 
Bleſs us. He will Bleſs them that fear 
him, both ſmall and grett. And we 
will bleſs the Lord from this time forth, 
- and for evermore. Amen. 


—— 


A ſhort Prayer for the Lord's Day, or 
any other, to be uſed at home before 
Morning Service. 


\ 
Lord , the Almighty Creator 
of the World, and the mer- 
ciful Saviour of Mankind ; who art 
above all our thoughts, and excelleſt 


the Praifes of the: higheit : Angels: 
| Thos. 
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Thou art greatly to be feared in the Aſ- 
ſembly of thy Saints, and to be bad in 
reverence of all thoſe that are about 
thee. I moſt humbly defire leave to 
joyn my ſelf with all thoſe holy ones, 
to worthip thy moſt glorious Majeſty 
to expreſs the due ſenle I have of all 
thy benefits (by paying thee my moſt 
thankful acknowledgments for them) 
to make thee the belt Oblation I am 
able and devote my felt intirely to thy 
obedience. 

Since thou haſt graciouſly inclined 
me to go into thy Houſe, and there 
to ſet forth thy praiſe, to declare thy 
loving kindneſs, to reſign my ſelf to 
thy Will, to recommend my ſelf to 
thy Wiſdom, to ſubmit to thy Go« 
vernment, to approve the Juſtice and 
Goodnels of all thy Laws, to profeſs 
that 1 am thy Servant, to renounce 
all thy Enemies and to teſtifie my con- 
tinued purpoſe to follow thee againlt 
all the temptations of rhe World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil : be pleaſed, good 
Lord, to pardon all my former fail- 


lings 
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ings, and at this preſent to accept my 
holy intentions, and to inſpire me 
from above, that I may chearfully 
perform all theſe ats of Devotion to 
thy Divine Majeity. 

And vouchſafe more fully to in- 
form me in my Duty, to correct and 
amend what is amiſs in me, to encou- 
rage and ſtrengthen-my good reſolu- 
tions, and to afliſt me in all well-do- 
ing. Fill me with a great love to thee, 
and to my bleſſed Saviour; to thy 
holy Word, and to all holy Duties ; 
to Chriſtian People eyery where, and 
to all Mankind. Perfe&t me in Wif- 
dom, in Ho!ineſs, and in Goodneis. 
By all thy inſtruQions, by all thy 
mercies, by all- thy chaſtiſements, . 
and by all my prayers, praiſes and 
thankſgivings ro thee, the Father of 
Mercies ; make me ſuch as thou canſt 
love and delight in, and reward at the 
Great Day of the Lord Jelus. Amen. 


+ A ſport 
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A ſhort Prayer at home, after we are 
come from Church, before Dinner. 


; I Adore thee ag1in, O Lord of Life 


and Glory ; I acknowledge my 
dependance on thee. I thank thee- 


for thy mercies, which thou never 
ceaſeſt to heap upon me. Accepr, I 
beſeech thee, of that dedication [ 


have made of Soul and Body, with 


praiſes and thankſgivings unto thee 
in the publick Congregation. Be 
merciful to all my fins; and endue 
me with the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 
to enable me to preſent my ſelf, when 
I appear again before thee, a more 


holy and devout Sacrifice unto thee ;. 


ſtedfaſtly reſolved, and chearfully 


ed by thy WH. 
For which end be pleaſed to ſettle 
and root in my heart a ſtronge. be» 
liet of thy Holy Goſpel, and to fix 
my thoughts and affteQions upon that 
unſeen happineſs and bliſs _— our 


; | me 
diſpoſed, in every thing to be order=, -+ | 
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Saviour 1s ; That nothing here below 
may either allure or affrighr me from 
my Duty, nor ever make me remils 
or negligent 1n it ; but I may be zea- 
lous of good works, fervent in Spirit 
ſerving my Lord, from whom I ex- 
pet the reward of an immortal [n- 
hericance. 

Preſerve in me always a Religious 
ſenſe of thee. And make me now ſo 
thankful and ſober a Partaker of the 
refreſhments of my Body, that tfley 
may not damp the Devotion of my 
Joul : But I may rather return to 
worſhip thee with greater chearful- 
neſs and gladneſs of heart, after rhou 
haſt added the good things of this 
World, to thoſe of the other ; ac- 
cording to thy abundant love in Chrilt 
Jelus. Ames. 


A Prayer in private, &c. 187 


A Prayer in private before the 
Evening Service. 


| God who art rich in mercy to all 
that call upon thee, and haſt bid 
us pray without ceafing, , T\uq 1 
and rejoyce evermore. In 
obedience to thy command, and en-. 
- couraged by the Goodnels of thy Na- 
ture, thy gracious Invitations, thy 
moſt precious Promiſes, and the long 
experience that I and others have had 
of thy Bounty, I am bold again to 
approach into thy preſence ; to re- 
new my requeſts unto thee, to bleſs 
thy holy Name, to make profeſſion 
of my love to thee, and readineſs in 
all things to obey thee. Quicken my 
thoughts and affeQions, O Lord, ro 
2 free and joyful attendance on thee 
in all holy Duties : that no dulncfs 
nor wearineſs may ſeize upon my Spi- 
rit ; but ſuch a fervent love to thee 
may poſſeſs my heart, as may render 


ail the employmeats of Religion my *' 


delight, 


wed . 
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delight, and the doing thy Will both 
now and alway my greateſt plea« 
fure. 

And paſf, by, I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, all my unwilling indiſpo- 
ſitions. Accept of ſuch ſervice as 1 
am able to render thee. And diſpoſe 
me by all my Addreſſes to thee, to 
be more circumſpe&t and watchful, 
more diligent and induſtrious, more 
forward and zealous in the perfor- 
| mance of - every part of my Duty. 
That being led by thy Counſel, go- 
verned by thy Spirit, and preſerved 
by. thy gracious Providence, I may 
at laſt be admitted into the Company 
of the Bleſſed ; there to perfect my 
praiſes and acknowledgments , and 
to receive the reward of patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing;through Chriſt - 
Jeſus. Whoſe grace be with my Spirit. 
Amen. 


Another 
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Another after the Evening Service is 
done, as ſoon as there is opportunity 
to retire alone. 


Acknowledge thy manifold Bleſ- 
ſings, O Lord, which are renew- 

ed upon me every moment, I owe 
my life continually to thee, with all 
the comforts of it. It Thad no more 
to thank thee for, but the mercies cf 
this Day, they are ſo many, ſo great, 
that I could never thank thee enough 
for them. Thou takeſt care of my 
Body, and of my Soul. Thou feed- 
eſt me at thy Houſe, and at my own. 
Thon letteſt me taſte the Bread of 
Life which came down from Heaven, 
beſides the many ſupports and re- 
freſhments which thou affordeſt for 
- this natural life. Several of thy Crea- 
tures loſe their lives to preſerve mine, 
and thy dear Son hath not thought 
it too much to hy down his precious 
Life for my fake. Thou ſpeakeſt to 
me, and givelſt me leave to ſpeak to 
thee 
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thee. Thou inſtrufteſt me in my 
Duty, and hait made thoſe things my 
Dury, which are really my happineſs. 
Thou engageſt me to do my ſelf good 
here by promiſing a greater good 
hereafter. | 

I praiſe thee ; IT thank thee; and 
will be ever ſpeaking good of thee. 
And it is a new favour that I may 
thus praiſe and bleſs thee, both in the 
Aſſemblies of thy People, and in my 
own retirements. O give me an heart 
to delight in it, and in all other duties 
of a Chriſtian Life. That obeying 
thy holy Goſpel in all things, and 
being never weary in well-doing,l may 


find thy unwearied Goodneſs extend, |} 


ing it ſelf to Immortal Life and Bliſs 
through Chriſt J:ſus. 


O bl:{&d Jeſus, that thy holy Laws *Þ* 


may be more deeply engraven on my 
heart! O that every truth, I have 
learnt this day, may be ſo faithfully 
preſerved and kept in mind ; as to 
become the Rule of my Life, or the 
ground of my hope, and a powerful 

| mo» 
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motive to univerſal and uniform obe- 
dicence to the end of my days. O'! 
that the remainder of my days may 
be the better for this day : and the 
holy reſt we obſerve here on Earth 
may be a beginning of the eternal 
reſt which we wait tor at thy ſecond 
coming. Amen, Come Lord Feſus. 


_— 


—  —— 
pt n——_ 


A Prayer upon any Feſtrual in remem- 
Brance of our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
wviour, to be added to the foregoing 


Devot1on. 


Moft glorious God, the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Fa- 
ther of lights, from whom 


cometh every good, and a 


*$- every perfed gift ; with who there is 


no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of change. 
Thop always waſt, and ever wilt be 
happy without us, or aoy of the prai- 
ſes that we or any other Creatures are 
able to render unto thee. Burt it is 
our Duty, our perfection, and high 

| Pri- 
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privilege, conſtantly to acknowledge 
thee, with joy and exaltation of Spi- 


rit ; in remembrance of thy infinite 


Bounty to us and to all the World. 
Every Day tells us how good thoy 
art, and every one of thy Creatures 
. calls upon us to magnifie thee, and 
love thee, and ſerve thee; who haſt 
made ſo many of them to ſerve us. 


But this Day gives us occaſion to re. 


member thy more ſpecial and extraor- 
dinary kindneſs to us the Children of 
men ; which calls for our higheſt and 
moſt exalted praiſes, to be jJoyned 
with tho& of the bleſſed Company 
above, who are never weary of giving 
honour, glory, bleſſing and thankſpt- 
ving to thee ; not only in their own 
behalf, but even for thy Goodneſs to 
us thy unworthy Creatures. 

O how great was that love, which 
an Angel came to givenotice of ! and 
which a multitude of an heavenly 
Hoſt celebrated with Songs of Praiſe, 
when thou ſenteſt thy dear Son in the 


likeneſs of ſinful fleſb, and inthe form 


a oO RR I” I _— Jy \ ” 0 «a. 
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of a Servant, to miniſter to our nece(- 
ſities, to relieve our miſery, and to 
be the way to everlaſting life! O the 
Riches of thy Grace, that after Man- 
kind had forfeited all the Rights of 
thy Creatures, and had contemned 
and deſpitefully uſed many of thy 
Meſſengers, thou wouldſt in much 
mercy create us again unto good 
works, and for that end appear thy 
ſelf moſt gloriouſly among us, in the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 

I thank thee, O Lord, that thou 
haſt aſſumed our Nature unto ſuch a 
nearneſs to thee, as we are not able to 
underſtand. 1 thank thee for the glad 
tidings which Jeſus hath brought us 
from Heaven, that thou wilt be re- 
conciled unto us, and admit us again 
into thy favour: and that he hath 
fulfilled all righteovuſneſs ; and ſhown 
us in our likeneſs what thou art, and 
what thou would(t have us to be.. I 
thank thee for the redemption which 
he hath wrought for us by his blood. 
And I rejoice in the Victory whict 

A he 
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he hath got over Hell and the Grave 
by his Reſurretion from the dead ; 
and in his glorious Triumph, when he 
aſcended up on high, and led capti- 
vity captive ; and in his Royal Pow- 
er wherewith he was inveſted when 
he ſat down at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high ; and in thoſe pifts 
which he received for men, even for 
the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them. 

Bleſſed be thy Eternal Goodneſs, 
which hath made him a moſt merciful 
and compaſiionate High Prieſt ; and 
given us ſo great aſſurance that he is 
become the Author of eternal falvati- 
on unto all them that obey him. 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs , which 
hath ſent the Holy Ghoſt ; and con- 
tinued to us a Succeſſion of Paſtors 
and Teachers, to be the Guides of our 
Souls, and to miniſter to us thoſe 
pledges of thy love, which our Savi- 
our hath left us, in the Communion 
of his Bedy and Biood. 

O God, that my heart could aſcend 
up 
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up to heaven in theſe devout medira- 
tions, and in ardent love to thee, who 
halt loved us in ſuch a marvellous 
manner ! O that it might never come 
down again to this World, but with 
deſires left in it aſpiring towards Hea«» 
ven ! Touch my Soul ſo powerfully 
with a ſenſe of theſe things, that with 
an hearty and zealous affection it may 
ever look towards thee, and towards 
my dear Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus. 
O fix mine eyes on him, as he was 
here on Earth, that I may learn of 
him, his humble and meek obedi- 
ence to thy commands : and as he is 
now in Heaven, that I may truſt him 
tor the performance of his precious 
promiſes, aud patiently wait till he 
carry me to that glorious place where 
he is enthroned. 

Since he appeared among us to Je- 
ſtroy the works of the Devil, and 
died to redeem us from all ſin, and 
roſe again that he may bleſs us in 
turning every one of us from our ini- 
quities, and 1s made Lord of all that 

K 2 he 
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he may govern us by his Laws, and 
reward and puniſh us according to 
our works ; preſerve in my mind, [ 
beſcech thee, a conſtant and lively 
ſenſe of this great end of his whole 
undertaking for us : That he may ſee 
the fruit of the travail of his Soul 
in me, @d my Whole life may be a 
ſerious ſtudy and endeavour to imi- 
tate him, by purifying my ſelf as he 
15 pure. 

O that thy fear and love, and an 
holy joy in thee, may preſerve me 
this day from abuſing any of the 
good things which thou alloweſt me 
for the refreſhment of my Body. Give 
me ſuch a ſavour and reliſh of thy 
Divine Truths revealed to us in the 
Goſpel, that I may not glut my ſelf 
with any ficſhly enjoyments, as if I 
knew no pleaſure more excellent. But 
raiſe up my mind by them to better 
delights : that I may enjoy them with 
thankſgiving to thee, with Bowels of 
mercy to thoſe who are in need, with 


a taſte of ſpiritual and heavenly Joys, 
an 
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and with hunger and thirſt after the 
fulneſs and perlefion of thoſe joys, 
when our Lord Jeſus ſhall come to 
ſhow us his Glory, and entertain us 
with eternal ſatisfaRion in his incom- 
prehenſible love. Amen. 
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Moſt holy and eternally bleſ- 

ſed; the God and Father of 
cur Lord Jeſus Chrift, by whom I am *' 
encouraged to come unto thee. And 
how ſhall I come, O Lord, but in the 
loweſt proſtrations of my Soul and 
Body ; with mine eyes full of tears, 
and tny heart full of grief and ſorrow, 
tecauſe I have been ſo undutiſul to 
thee, whoſe Grace and Mercy hath fo 
exceedingly abounded towards us ! 
When I caſt mine eyes upon my Savi- 
our, and upon my ſelf, with the reſt 


of the Children of men; I am aſto- 
nilbed 
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niſhed at the wonderful Greatneſs of 
thy love, which ſurpaſſes the thoughts: 
of Men and Angels. 

For what were we that thou ſhould- 
et make thy dear Son a man of for- 
row's, and acquainted with grief, for 
our ſake 2 That he ſhou'd become 
poor and mean, not having where to 
lay his head; and endure likewiſe 
cruel mockings and buffetrings ; and 
be ſpit upon and abuſed ; yea, ſorely 
wounded and bruiſed ; and drink that 
bitter Cup, that vile and accurlſed 
Death of the Croſs, where he ſhed 
his moſt precious Blood, and gave 
himſelf a ranſom for us! 

O Lord !. what was the whole Race 
of Mankind worth, that thou ſhou!ld- 
eſt purchaſe them with ſo dear a 
price? and by the obedience of thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus uato the Death, grant a 
pardon for their rebellion 2 and ſeal a 
new Covenant of Grace in his bloog ? 
and bythe fame blood conſecrate him 
to be an High Prieſt with Royal Pow- 
er 1n the Heavens, to give repentance 
K 4 - and 
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and remiſſion of fin; and all this, fo 
freely, that we did not ſo much as de- 
fre it, nor did it enter into the heart 
of men to conceive, that thou ſhould- 
et be fo gracious to them 2 

O Blefſed God, how rich is thy 
Gocdneſs, that lets us withal enjoy a 
great plenty of worldly good things ; 
much of that caſe and pleaſure which 
was denyed our Saviour? and yet we 
are Sinners, and he had no fin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth : yea, 
ve are ungrateful Sinners, ſo far from 
Leirg ſenſible as we ought of ſuch 1n- 
finite loving kindneſs ; that we may 
juſliy ſear leſt this Goodneſs of thine 
which w as deſigned to ſave us, ſhould 
through our unthankfulneſs and neg- 
I'gence, prove the occaſion of our 
greater ruine. 

[ moſt heartily bewail, O moſt 
merciful Father, my thameful forget- 
fulneſs of ſo great benefits, or my cold 
and dull remembrance of them. I 
lament all the errors and miſcarriages 
of my life, which are the more het- 


nous, * 


in the Morning. 20T 
nous, Tacknowledge after ſuch a plain 
declaration of thy diſpleaſure againſt 
fin, and of thy marvellous love to us 
Sinners. I am afflicted for the hard- 
neſs and ſtupidity of m7 heart, which, 
alas! is often-times little pierced and 
wounded when I refle& upon his for- 
row and. pain, and anguiſh for the 
fake of Sinners: and for the liſtleſneſs. 
and backwardneſs of my will, to give 
up my ſelf abſolutely to him, who: ſo 
willingly gave himſelf an Offering for 
our ſins. I bluſh to remember how 
weak and ſhort my thoughts have 
been ;. how tranſient and. ineffeual 
my paſſion when I have meditated on 
his bloody death. and ſuffering : And 
am confounded when I think. how 
ſuddenly I have ſtarted from thoſe 
holy parpoſes and' reſolutions, which: 
the ſenſe of his love hath ſometimes 
begot in my heart. 

{ cannot but accuſe and.condemm 
my felt here in tby preſence : but I 
likewiſe condemn every ſinful defire 
dhat is (till remaining in me, to die 
K's and: 
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and be crucified together with bim. Þ 
would have nothing contrary to thy 
Will, to have any power, or live any 
longer in me, and therefore here yield 
up my felt intirely into thy hands, to 
be conformed in all things to Chriſt 
Jeſus who dyed for me. Fix my 
thoughts ſo copſtantly upon his dying 
love, and affet my heart ſo mightily 
therewith, that I may cheerfully un- 
grgo any pains to be made like unto 
him in his humility ; in his obedience; 
wm his reſignation of himſelf to thy 
wiſe will and pleaſure ; in his pati- 
ence ;. if} his meekneſs, in his charity, 
and forgiveneſs of his enemies; 1n his 
_ Willingneſs to quit all things tor thy 
Names ſake, and to truſt both Soul 
and Body with. thee, in. well-doing 
and contented ſuffering, whatſaever 
it- be that thou requirelit of me. 

I deſire not to live, O: Lord, but 
tat I may live to him that died tor 
me. TI retuſe no approaches, no 
verty, No pain or trouble, if thy will 
«annQt other ways bs accompliſhed: 

| wa 
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by me. Do what thou pleaſeſt with 
me, ſo that I may be but perfected in 
holineſs, and obtain thy gracious par- 
don through the redemptioa that is 
in Jeſus. 

I believe the virtue and power of 
his Sacrifice to be everlaſting ; and 
that when he bad by himſelf purged our 
frns, he ſat down on the right hand of 


_ the Majeſty on high, and therefore [ 


look for the conſtant aſſiſtance of thy 
good Spirit, which he hath bid me- 
ask in his Name, to enable me to pu- 
rifie my ſelf, and to tread in the ſteps: 
of his humble, meek and patient Chas» 
rity ; that ſo I may be preſented un-- 
blameable and unreproveable in thy 
fight at the Day of his Appearing... 

.; Great 15 the Wiſdom of thy love- 
wherein thy Grace hath abounded to» 
wards us in Chrift Jelus ! Great are ' 
the encouragements which thou haſt 
given. us, by. his laying down his life 
tor. us, that he might rake it: again 
aad. live for evermore ! Great 1s the. 
boldneſs that we have /0-enter into the 


holteft: 
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holieſt by the bloed of Jeſus ; by a new 
and living way, which he hath conſecra- 
ted jor us through his fleſh! Give me 
the Grace, | belſeech thee, wiſely to 
conſider and ponder the merciful de- 
ſgn of thy Grace ; to walk cireum- 
ſpitly and exatly,as the redeemed of 
the Lord, as an Heir of his tove, that 
hopes to fee him in immortal glory. Q 
that the comfort and joy of this hope, 
to ſee Jeſus, who was fo ſcorned and 
abuſed, fitting upon his Throne, and 
triumphing over all his enemies, may 
fo raiſe and enlarge my mind by the 
power of ir, that I may overlook and 
deſpiſe all the petty temptations of 
this World : looking ſtfl ſtedfaltly 
unto him, and following him with 
unmoveable reſolution ; till I come 
to poſleſs that which I hope for, and 
rejoice eternally in his love. 

Hear me, O Father of Merctes, and 
deal gracioufly with me far beyond 
all my thoughts and defires, for his 
ſake, who is the Author and the Fi- 
nifſher of our Faith, who died once for 


us, 


=. 7. WW 
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us, and now lives for ever to make 


; interceſſion on our behalf : by whont 


all honour, praiſe, thankſgiving, love 
and obedience be rendred to-thee by 
me, and by all Mankind, both now 
and for ever. Amen; 


am_— OP Ne Ive 


A Prayer on Good-Friday in the 


Evening. 


—_— I 


| () Moſt holy, moſt gracions, the 


only wiſe God, moſt bleſſed for 
ever. We cannot conceive the great- 
neſsof thy perfeRions, nor » there 
any thing to which we can compare 
them. Thy holineſs is more unſpot» 
ted than the light of. the Sun-: Thy 
Goodneſs ſpreads ir ſelf more largely 
than its Beams : thy Wiſdom: pierces 
into thoſe Secrets which are buried in 
darkneſs; and rhovgh all things alter 
and wax old, yet thou: art the ſame 
unchangeable Being, whole years 
have no end. How ſhall ſuch a vile 
Wereicl as & am nalie the Ms 


206 A Prayer on Good-Friday 


look towards thee, and ſpeak unto: 
thee, who art ſo great, ſo: glorious, 
and dwelleſt in light not to be ap- 
proached ? | 

Adored by thy wonderful love,who 
haſt encouraged our approaches to- 
thee, by humbling thy ſelf to look 
down upon us, atid by appearing gra- 
ciouſly ro us inour own Fleſh. Blef- 
fing, Honour, Glory and Praiſe be e-- 
ternally aſcribed unto thee ; whodidſt 
not abhor us, aad utterly caſt us out 
of thy fight, when we had turned our 
backs upon-thce ; but ſent thy only 
begotten Son into the World, to call 
us again unto thee, yea, beſeech us, 
and oblige us, by laying. down his- 
own lite tor us, to return uato thee 
and live. | 

No thought can comprehend the 
unſearchable Riches of thy Grace ma- 
nifeſted vnto us 1a the Lord Jeſus, 
who was pleaſed to be vilely entreat- 
ed, and ſhamefully uſed, to ſuffer the 
reproach of the Croſs, and-to ſhed his 


deareit Blood ;. that. we might not 
ſuffer 
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fufter the pain of Eternal Death, but 
be reſtored to the dignity of thy chil- 
dren, and advanced to honour, glory 
and immortality together with him. 
Thou haſt found out a way to mani- 
feſt thy moſt tender love to us, with 
out the leaſt ſuſpicion of approving. 
and loving our fins; and to preſeve 
thy Sovereign Authority, without de- 
{iroying thoſe who were in rebellion 
againſt it. Thou haſt ordered ſuch a 
chaſtiſement of our iniquities, as might 
ſave and deliver us, who deſerved to: 
be puniſhed : and ſo diſpoſed the means. 
of our redemption, as to pardon and 
amend us both at once. 

O the Wiſdom of thy Love, which 
hath made him to be fin for us, who» 
knew no ſin, that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs 
of thee our God is him? OQ the riches. 
of thy Grace, which hath abounded-: 
to us in all wiſdom and prudence ! 
Healing us by his ſtripes, 
and condemning fin in the 
fleſb by kys [acrifice for fin; 


2 Cor. 5. a1. 


1 Pet. 2. 24«- 


and: 
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Rom.8.;. 41d making him a curſe 
ig for us, that we might in- 
* 3-15 bherit ableſſing, and re- 
rerve the promiſe of the Spirit, through 
faith in him. I ſee, O Lord, how in« 
finitely Fam indebted to thee, I be- 
hold the deſign of thy wiſe Goodneſs 
m g:ving him for us, that he might re 
= deem us from all iniquity, 
+2. 14. | : 
| and purifie us to himſelf 
a peculiar People, zealous of good works. 
I thank thee with all my Soul, for 
his bearing our Sins in his 
own body onthe Tree, that 
we being dead unto fin, ſhould live unto 
righteouſneſs, There is nothing I can 
more deſire than by doing righteouſ- 
ks >. neſs, to become righteous 
even as he is righteous. 
Aſſiſt me, I beſeech thee, to attain 
this end. of his death and paſſion, by 
the power of that Holy Spirit which 
he hath thereby purcl:aſed for us, and 
hath likewiſe promifed to us, and 1s: 
able to bleſs us withal. 


2 Per. 2. 
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[ dread to think that his precious 
Blood ſhould be loſt and ſpilt in vain 
for me ; that ſo great a price ſhould 
be caſt away; wherewith thou haſt 
brought me to glorifie thee with my 
Body and Spirit which are thine. O 
God preſervein me ſuch a hvely fenſe 
of his grief and ſorrow, of his pain 
and anguiſh; that I may bitterly hate 
the cauſe of all his torments,: and look 
on every fin, as the moſt fearful curſe 
that can befal me. Preſerve in me a 
conſtant ſenſe of the great value of my 
Soul, for which he paid fo dearly, and 
a great eſteem of that purity, righte- 
ouſneſs and goodnefs, for the reſtoring 
of which he made himſelf of no repu- 
tation, and took upon him the form 
of a Servant, and was obedient to 
Death, even the Death of the Crols. 

And eſpecially raiſe me to a great 
heighth of love and gratitude to thee, 
and of hope and —_ in thy in- 
finite mercies ; of which we have ſuch 
ſtrong aſſurance, by his being del#- 
vered for our offences, and 
raiſed 


Rom. 4. 25, 


o 
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raiſed again for our juſtification. Make 
me more and more in love with that 
lowlineſs of mind, that tender and 
compallionate charity, that mecknels, 
patience and forgivenels which ſhone 
tn his Sufferings. And ſubdue my 
will ſo perfetly unto ſuch an abſo- 
lute, quiet and ready ſubmiſſion to 
thy holy Will in every thing ; that 
my hope in thee may encreale exceed. 
ingly ; and not only ſo, but 
T may alſo joy in thee my 
God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 
by whom we have now received the 
arouement. 

Hear, Good Lord, the Pravers of 
the whole Church, which thou haſt 
purchaſed with thine own blood. O 
that every Member thereof may 
{erve thee purely and orderly in the 
Rank and Condition wherein thou 
haſt placed them, to their mutual 
benefit and comfort, and to the con- 
vidion of thoſe who are Enemies 
er Strangers to the Name of the 


Lord Jeſus ; that they ſecing our 
good 


Rom. 5.11. 
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good works may glorifie thee our 
heavenly Father, and acknowledge 
that thou art among us of a Truth. 
Bleſs all the Miniſters of Religion or 
Juiltice; and endue them with a grear 
love to the honour of our Sav.our, 
and with a great zeal to make his ho- 
ly Laws underitood and obſerved. 
That as he gave himſelf 
for his Church, that he 
might ſandtifie and cleanſe it with the 
waſhing of water by the word, and pre- 
ſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 
baving ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing : So all that name the Name of 
Chrilt may depart from all iniquity, and 
endeavour to be holy and without ble- 
mi(ſh, and be found of him in peace at 
the Day of his appearing. And in 
particular, 1 beſeech thee to repicniin 
our Sovereign with a great meaſure. 
of the Grace of thy Holy Spirit ; that 
he may make all his Subjects joyful 
by his pious and prudent care, to pro- 
mote their wealth, peace and godli- 


neſs. Let thy Prieſts alſo be cloathed 
with 


Eph. 5. 26, 27. 


212 A Prayer on Good-Friday, &c. 


with righteouſneſs, and all thy Saints 
ſhout aloud for joy. The Lord make 
them to encreaſe and abound in love one 
towards another, and towards all mey; - 
to the end he may eſtabliſh their hearts 
unblameable in holineſs, before God , 
even our Pather, at the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all his Saints, 
I Theſl. Ze I. 

Now unto him that loved us, and 
waſhed as from our fins in his own blood, 
and bath made us Kings and Prieſts 
unto God and his Father ; to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. Rev.r5. 6. 
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HO U art tobe praiſed, O Lord 
of Heaven -and Earth, in all 
thy works of wonder, which declare 


the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of thy Mas» , 


jeſty, Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
throughout the World. One genera- 
tion praiſes thy Works to another, 


F 


and declares thy mighty Acts; eſpeci-. 


ally the manifold Wiſdom of thy in- 
comprehenſible love in the ſalvation 
of Mankind by Chriſt Jeſus, who hath 
brought us the glad tidings of peace 
and reconciliation with thee, and the 
promiſe of immortal lite and glory, if 
we will be obedient to thee. 

An innumerable company of holy 
Souls have in all ages ſince moſt thank- 
fully received and acknowledged 
this 
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this thy grace avd tender mercy ; be. 
ing obedient to the very death, and 
leaving us an excellent example of 
pure love to thee, and conſtant affe. 
Ction and hearty devotion, and ardent 
zeal for the honour of our Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus: 1 add my poor 
tribute of praiſe and thanſgiving to 
all that hath been rendred unto thee, 
O God ; whoin the beginning com: 
mandeſt the light to ſhine out of dark- 
meſs, and haſt now ſhone into the hearts 
of thy holy Ones, to give the light 
of thy Divine knowledge in the tace 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thanks be to thy infinite Goodneſs 
as for that glorious manifeſtation of 
_ thy ſelf in our fleſh, and the eternal 
redemption that the Lord Jeſus ob- 
tained for us by his Blood, and the 
power and dominion which thou haſt 
given him at thy right hand after his 
Reſurre&tion from the dead, and his 
compaſſionate interceſſion on our 
behalf : fo tor all thoſe Gifts which 
he gave unto Men; whereby he made 


ſome 
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ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets , ſome 
Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers. 
for the perfetting of the Saints, for the 
work of the Miniſtry, and the edifying 
of his Body. Bleſling, Honour, Glo- 
ry and praiſe be to thee, O Father of 
mercies, for all thoſe great inliru- 
ments of the Holy Ghoſt, the illuſtri- 
ous Miniſters of thy Grace, the Am- 
baſſadors for Chriſt, and the bleſſed 
Champions of his holy Truth, who 
have communicated the light of thy 
glorious Goſpel to the World, and * 
overcome the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
by the blood of the Lamb, 


3 Rev. 1% 17: 
and the word of their teſti- 


, X þ . - 
mony, not loving their lives unto the 


death. 

Adored be the mightineſs of that 
Grace, which out of the 
mouth of Babes and Suck- 
lings ordained ſtrength. Glory be to 
thee, O Chriſt, whoſe - 
ſtrength was made per- 
te in weakneſs. Glory be unto thee, 
who did(t commit this heavenly 7rea+ 

| ſure 


2 Cor. 2.9. 


2'Cor. 2.9, 
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: Cor.q. 9, Jute unto earthen veſſels ; 
2Cor. 6.4,5. who approved themſelves 

the Miniſters of God in 
much patience in affliftion, in neceſſities, 
in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſon- 
ments, in toſſings to and fro, in labours, 
in watchings, in faſtings, that the ex- 
cellency of the power might be of God, 
and not of Men. , 

I heartily ſubmit to the power of 
that Divine Truth, for which they ſaf- 
Phil. 3. 8. fered the loſs of all things, 

and connted tbem but dun 

that they might win Chriſt, and be found 
in him, And I rejoice that thou haſt 
had ſo many faithful Servants who 
have loved thee, O Lord thou lover 
of Souls, more than their own lives; 
molt earneſtly defiring to be inſpired 
with the very ſame Spirit which was 
in them, that I may leave ſome exam- 
ple though never ſo ſmall, of hearty 
and univerſal obedience, to thoſe that 
ſhall come after. 

Accept, good Lord, of my fincere 


reſolution to be a follower of them 
even 
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even as they were of Chriſt, in pureneſs» 
in knowledge , in long- ſuf- 
fering, in kindneſs, in love 
unfeigned * That my re- 
joycing may be thu, the *? Gor. 6. 6, 7, 
teſtimony of my Conſcience, 


1 Cor. 11. t« 


x 0 Cor. 1. 12. 
that in ſimplicity and god:- OR OY 
ly fincerity , not with fleſh _ _ DN 


ly wiſdom but by thy grace, 
Thave had my converſaticn co, 1. x. 
in the World; providing 

for honeſt things, ot only in the (right 
of our Lord, but alſo in the fight of all 
Mex. Make me con.'ant and coura- 
ftous in the profeſſton of thy Holy 
Truth ; and to be willing to paſs 
through honour or diſhonour , through 
good report or evil report tor the Lord's 
ſake, hoping that if the ſuffer ings of 
Chriſt abound in me, my conſolation alſo 
[hall abound by Chriſt. 

Stir me up, I beſeech thee, and 
quicken me that I may ſtew the [ame 
diligence that thy Saints have done, 
to the full aſſurance of 
hope unto the exd,; that 1 

L may 


H:b 6. 11,12. 
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may not be ſlothful, but 


a follower of them who 
throuzh faith and patience inherit the 
Promiſes. How (hall T eſcape if 1neg- 
let ſo great ſalvation, which at firſt 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was 
coxfirmed by them that heard him, God 
alſo bearing them witneſs with figns and 
woreders, and with divers miracles of 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own 
will 2 O continue the mighty aſliſt- 
ance of that Divine power with me, 
that behaving my ſelf /o holily, juſtly, 
\ Theſ. . 10, 4nd unk{gmeably as they 
Tho did, I may reſt at laſt to- 
* te 0-7 gether with them, when 
our Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
Heaven with his mighty Angels, to be 
glorified in his Saints, and admired in 
all them that believe. 
And now preſerve me this Day 
from diſhonouring that worthy name, 
whereby we are called ; 
J Thef f knowing how we ought to 
3753 follow them, who behaved 


ot themſelves diſorderly among thoſe 
that 


H-b. 2. 3,4,5- 


OS Sa. Se Bro, rnd or ind I a. BE * 
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that believed. That by this reſt from 
my ordinary labours, I may not learn 
idleneſs, nor grow weary of well- doing ; 
but be better diſpoſed in my mind by 
all the refreſhments of my Body, to 
do my Duty in the place and relations 
wherein thou haſt ſet me, with greater 
chearfulneſs, fidelicy and dil:gence ro 
tieend of my Days. O that it may 
be my higheſt pieaſu'= to attend on 
thee, and praiſe thee in theaſſemblies 
of thy 5aints. Give me {ucha ſentible 
delight and joy in re:ding an? medi- 
tating of thy holy Word, and in the 
remembrance of all thy Mcrcics, taat 
nothing in this World may make me 
forget the [weetneis of it : burevery 
thing may excite ime more to praiſe, 
extol, and magnifie ti:y loving kind- 
neſs to me; anu to expreſs my thank- 
fulneſs in a tree- and ready obedience 
to thy commands ; ti!l 1] be made fit 
to be admitted into the company of 
the bleſſed, there to praile thee, World 
without end, Amex, 


oe A 


A 


PRAYER 


Upon the 
DAY of ones BIRT H. 


EZ Moſt mighty Lord, the Former 
' and Preſcrver of all things: All 
thy works praiſe thee, and declare 
thy infinite Greatneſs, Wiſdom, gnd 
Bounty ; and call upon us likewiſe to 
magnifie thy Name with our conti- 
nual Praiſes and Thankſgivings. I 
humbly bow my ſelf before thy glo- 
rious Majeliy who inhabiteſt Eterni- 
ty ; acknowledging that it is but a 
little time fince I was not ; and that 
I am not gone down again into filence 
is to be aſcribed only to thy Omni- 
potent Goodneſs, which brought me 
into being, to praiſe thee among the 
reſt of thy Creatures, 

I thank thee, O Lord, by whom 7 
was fearſnlly and wonderfully _ 
an 
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and curiouſly wrought in _.. 
my Mother s Womb. T hou og "0" 
art he that took me thence: 
thou didjt make me hope 
when I was upon my Mo- _ 
ther s Breaſt, By thee I Plal. 71. 6. 
have been ho!den up ever 

fince;»an 1 moſt carefu'ly provid. d ſor, 
when I could not think at ail of thy 
teader mercies toxards me. AnJ there- 
fore now thit Iam groan to the uſe 
of my reaſon, my praiſe ouzht to be 
co tinaally of thee. O bleſs the Lord, 
my foul, and all that is 
within me Bleſs his holy 
Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
forget not all his benefits, While I live 
will T praiſe the Lord; T yp, al 
will finz praiſes. to my | 
God while I-have any Being. 

Pardon, I beſcech thee, my ingra- 
titude, in that I have no earlier re- 
membred thee my Creator, i» whom 
T live and move ; and who giveſt me- 
all things richly to enjoy. Accept 
ef my untcigned Reſolutuons to pre- 
L 3 ſerve: 


Plal. 103.1, 2; 
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ſerve hereafter a more grateful ſence 
of thy great Goodneſs to me, and to 
glorifie thee with my Body and with 
my Spirit, which are thine. Vouch- 
ſafe me the Aſſiſtance of thy heavenly 
Grace, that Imay return them back 
unto thee pure and undefiled ; full of 
wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding ; 
ſull of love and devout affteRion to 
thee ; full of all good works and the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, = which thou 
haſt created me again 6 
Epheſ 2. 9: C558 Teſus, that 7 ſboul# 
walk in them, 

Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt ſent - 
him to give me a new and better liſe. 
Tthank thee for all the helps and com- 
forts of his Religion. O that my heart 
may be poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſtrong 
belief of it, and ſuch a fincere love to 
it, that I may feel indeed that I am 
born again, and made a new creature : 
meditating daily of thy mercies ; 
breathing forth my Soul to thee, in 
Prayers, and Praiſes, and Thankſgi- 
virgs ; walking in the Spirit of geod- 
weſls 


ones Birth-Day. 223 


neſs, righteouſneſs and 
truth ; ph proving what SO” Bp 
is acceptable to our Lord. 

All the thanks and ſervices, I ac» 
knowledge, that I am able to render 
to thee, are nothing worth : but the 
longer [ live, I moſt earneitly deſire 
the more hearty, and the purer they 
may Le; and the more I may be ena- 
bled ro do for thy honour anc giory. 
If thou ſuffereſt me to continue in 
this life another Year, O that in the 
conclulion of it, I may preſent my {clt 
utto thee again more improved in all 
:that is praife worthy. The time paſt 
is too much ro have miſpent ; O that 
I may ſuffer no more of my preci- 
ous hours to run waſte, but that they - 
may all be.taken up, and carefully 
laid out in welk-doing. 

Help me diligently to husband ſo 
great a treafure,which thou intruſteſt 
me withal, and to employ 1t in order 
to a. bleſſed* Eternity. . Let not the 
care.of this World, and the 
 Deceitfulneſs of Riches, and 

WS. L 4 the 


Mark 4. 19. 
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the laſis of other things entring in choke 
thoſe good ſeeds which thou haſt ſown 
11 my heart, ſo that they become un- 
fruitful > but enab'e me as 1 grow in 
\ cars to encreaſe alloin love. joy peace, 
long ſuffering, faith, meek- 
n?(s, temperance, and all 
other f:uits of ty Kcly Spirit. 

And fince I have Leen thy care fo 
long, 7 will [1]! hope in thee continu- 
PAL 17 16 «ly, that I ſhall yer praiſe 
KL as. thee more and more. Catlt 

. we not off if I | veto the 
time of cld Age, forſake me not when 
my ſtrength faileth. O God thou haſt 
taught we from my youth, and hither- 
io / have declared thy wondrous works. 
_ Told me up (till, and 7 
135, 219 ſhall be ſafe. Order my 

\ fiepsimthymord : and let 
not any iniquity have dominion over 
me. That fo if the evil days come,and 
EccleC 12 1 | The years draw nigh, when 
' * 1 ſhall ſay, 1 have zoplea- 
ſure in them; | may 'rejoyce 1a the 1e- 


Cal. 5. 21. 


 memLrance of a wcll ſpeor lite, and 


having 


*. .-- _ _ 4 bh TH 
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having a good hope in thee, the day. 
of. my death, may be better 1, 
than the day of my birth. _T 

O that Death may never ſurpriz2- 
me, . nor find mewunprepared. Help 
me to walk alway fo. circumſpealy. 
and to be ſo mindful of my latter end, 
that when Death comes, it may be'no- 

Otranger to me ; but I may entertain: 
It as an Acquaintance, and a-Friend :. 
and. with the ſame chearfulneſs put 
off my Body, and hay it down: in the: 
Grave, that I put off- my Cloaths and: 

lay my ſelf down in my Bed; Icom-- 
mit my ſelf intirely- to thee, both.now. 
and ever; waiting for thy Mercy in: 

Chriſt Jeſus, ar that great Day, when: 
thou ſhalt awake us out of the Duſt, 
O that I may then be numbred among, 
the Juſt, and ſtand at the right hand 

of my atop" ry that joyful 

voice, Come ye bleſſed o 

my Father, pms. F I. 

Kingdom prepared for you from the foun«- 

dation .of the World. Amen. 


L.5 Thas: 
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TH AT we may be ſtedfaſt, unmo- 
weable , always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, here follow particu- 
lar Prayers for that Grace ; and, incaſe 
of any failing in our Duty, for repentance, 
and pardon, and for an heart truly ſen- 
fible of the Divine Goodneſs, aud more 
confiderate and careful for the time to 
Come. 
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A 
EFAATY ER 
| F OR | 

RESOLUTION 
IN 


W E LL-DOING. 


Moſt bleſſed God, the Fountain 

of Wiſdom, Power, Strength, - 
and all-other Perfeions': from whoſe 
Bounty, I have formerly received, and 
at preſent- enjoy innumerable Bleſ- 
ſings ; and have no hope for the fu- 
ture, but: what ariſes from the fame 
everlaſting Spring of all good which 
is never weary of deriving its bene» 
fits unto us. T ought/in a ſenceof my 
intire--dependance--upon' thee, . to be 
very humble; very thankful ;, ex- 
ceeding; folicitous-for. thy favour, and: 


deſirous of thy gogd Will ; Nr - © 
or 
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for my negleQs of thee;. aſhamed of 
the pitiful returns 1 have made to 
thee; and moſt peremptorily reolved, 
and zealouſly bent to approve my ſelf 
hereafter to thy divine Majelly, inall 
well-doing. 

Accordingly. I am naw proſtrate 
before thee, ro implore the continued 
powerſnl preſence of .that infinite- 
Grace, to which I owe theſe holy 
thoughts that are. in my mind, and. 
by which alone I can Lope to perform 
and accomplith rhem. . Poſſeſs me; O- 
God, with ſuch a full and lively ſenſe 
of thy - undeſerved and : uhwearied 
love and kindneſs to me; un paſling 
by ſo much ingratitude, and-{o many _ - 
tranſgreſſions ;. in aying; on me ſuch. 
itroog and manifold: obligations to- 
Le happy by obeying thee; and in af- 
fording me ſuch powerſut afliſtances. 
ro attain that happineſs; that I may 
love thee proportionably. with a more- 
conſtant and ſledfaſt afftetion, and 
jeel an unaltcrable wilk ſettled in-me, 
to do the Dury thoy.requueſt of me, 

| 4 anto 


** 
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into whatſoever ſtate .and condition 
of Lije thou ſhalt be pleaſed to diſpoſe 
me, 

When we have loved thee all that 
we can, I am ſenſible we have loved 
thee but alittle ; becauſe we and all 
that.we can. do. are fo inconſiderable.. 
How ſmall a thing then is it, how 
poor and contemprible, that we return. 
unto thee ; when we love thee not ſo. 
muchas we are able! O blefled God, 
cauſe ſuch a. delightful ſenſe of thy: 
Goodnefs.to fall upon my heart,, and 


of. my Soul may ſtrain themſelves to.. 
love:thee, and unite themſelves unto 
thee, in.an-unalterable choice of thy 
Will, to be the fole Governour of all 
my. deſigns, and defires, and actions... 
throughout the whole courſe. of my. 
life. I love my telf moſt, 1 ſee when I, 
love thce.iatirely ; and ſerve my ſelf, 
by doing thee all faithful ſervice. In: 
union with thee I amat reſt and peace; 
and in canilant - adherence to thee 
caaliſts. my ctcrnal ſafety and wel | 
| 0. 


to abide with me, that all thz powers. - -: 
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To thee therefore, with 'the deli. 
berate and full confent of my will, E 
devote my felf ; reſolving to love and 
ſerve thee, with all my Heart, and 
with all my Soul, and- with all my 
Strength. I vow unto thee, as I have 
done often, all fincere Obedience ; 
and proteſt againſt every thing that 
is contrary to thy holy commands, as 
contrary alſo to my own ſenſe and 
judgment, to my moſt ſober and fe- 
rious thoughts, and to my moſt ad- 
viſed counſels and reſolutions. They 
all acknowledge how :jult and reaſo- 
nable, how good and 'pleafant, how 
profitable and beneficial , how ho- 
nourable and glorious it is to be-a 
Doer of thy Will, which beſides the 
preſent contentment and fatisfaQion' 
of it, hath a great recompence of re- 
ward. 

O preſerve ig my mind a conſtant 
remembrance , how dearly j;I am 
bought by the precious Blood of thy 
Son Chriſt ; how carly t was dedica» 
ted to thy Service; how often __ 

nce 
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fince found abundant cauſe to deter - 
mine I would be thine ; how Thave 
condemned my ſelf for the breach of 
thoſe holy purpoſes, and what great 
ſatisfaction of mind I have had in the 
keeping of thy Commandments : 
That fo 1 may never wilfully offend 
againſt ſo many forcible reaſons obſt- 
ging me tomy Duty ; but be ſway- 
ed by them, notwithſtanding all the 
temptations of the World, the Fleſh * 
or the Devil, to perſevere in areſolved 
obedience to thee for ever. 

And by the power of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, I beſeech thee to make them clear- 
er, ſtronger and more effeQugl; that 
I may have the ſame thoughts, paſli- 
ons , inclinations and purpoſes now, 
which 1 ſhall be apt to have when E 
come to die. For which end, help 
me often to place my ſelf before thy 
Judgment-ſeat, and to conſider that 1 
mult give an account for all that E 
have received; for thy holy[Goſpel ; for 
thy Divine Inſpirations ; for the coun- 
ſcls and exhortations of thy — 

7 
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for all the means and helps of grow- 
ing better, and for all the.encourage- 
ments I have even from the good 
things of this life which thy Bounty 
beſtouw's-upon me. That by a careful 
preparation for ſuch. a reckoning, 1 
may be kept cloſe and ſtedfaſt to my 
Duty ; in hope of that excecding glo- 
rious reward, which our Lord will 
below upon all his faithful Servants, 
at the Nay of his Appearing. Amen. 


hn df 


Another to the ſame effedt. 


Moſt great. and glorious Maje- 

ſty of Heaven and Earth : who 
art of unſpotted purity, and in whom 
there is not the leaſt ſhadow of 
change. I know that all the reſolutt- 
ons of thy Wiſdom are molt ju't and 
equal ; and I cannot chuſe. when I 
am in my right mind, to be guided 
by any thing elle but thy holy Will : 
who defigneit, I fee, in ail the reve- 


ations thou haſt mage of thy f{clf to 
us, 
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us, to make us hike to thy own moſt 
bleſſed Nature. I do here own and 
acknowledge moſt heartily the righ- 
tcouſneſs and goodneſs of ail thy 
Laws; I admire tie Jovelincfs of thy 
Image in wiidom, righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs ; 1 loath my own delor- 
mity Whi:ſt Iam unitie to thee. I 
implore thy renewing Grace as the 
grea-eſt Bleſſing I can receive from 
thee; and [| bind my felt to the fa.th- 
ful improvemear ot ir, as the weight» 
tieit emp!oyment of my life. 

I am abundantly 4atisfied in the de- 
claration thou haſt made of thy. gra» 
cious purpoſes towards us. I renounce 
all thoughts aad deſires that are con- 
trary thereunto ; and reſolve that 
holineſs and eternal life ſhall be my 
deſign and ſtudy. I expe no par 
don, O my God, but in ways of fſo- 
brizty, righteouſneſs and godlinels. 
| hope for a bleſkd immortality, only 
by patient continuance in well do- 
ing. I conſent to every part of thy 


holy Goſpel; and add my teſtimony 
ta 
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to the truth of its words, that none of 
thy commandments are grievous ; but 
thy yoke is eafie, and thy burthen light. 
] hope, O Lord, by thy Grace I ſhall 
never contradict my ſelf, by diſown- 
ing in my practice, theſe free and (e- 
rious Profeſſions : But that I ſhall e- 
very Day fo call to mind my own 
proteſtations and reſolutions, as to 
continue with an unwearied diligence 
in ſtedfaſt obedience to thy commands, 
and to grow ſtil] ſtronger in the Grace 
of the Lord Jeſus. 

O that every ſuch Addreſs as this 
unto thy Divine Majeſty, may leave 
a greater ſenſe of thee, anc of my Du- 
ty, and of my happinefs, and of my 
manifold obligations and repeated 
promiſes upon my heart. That Imay 
always go out of thy preſence with 
my mind more towards Heaven ; 
with lower thoughts of all the enjoy- 
ments of this life ; with a greater re- 
liſh of piety and holineſs ; and more 
paſli onate deſires to become every 


way ſuch as thou caaſt approve, and 
love 
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love, and delight in for ever. And 
alfiſt me, I humbly beſeech thee, fo 
conllantly ffom above, thar whatſc- 
ever good thoughts are at any time 
in my mind, they may grow to fixed 
Principles : and all heavenly affeQi- 
ons may become a new nature, and 
the conſtant temper of my Spirit : 
and all my purpoſes and reſolutions 
may advagnce into a ſerious practice 
and exerciſe of godlineſs : and all the 
ations of an holy lile may grow more 
free, cheerful, vigorous and full of 
delight, till they be compleated in 
everlaſting bliſs, through Chriſt Jeſus. 


Amen, 
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FRATER 


AFTER 


Relapſe into any $1. 


Caſt down my ſelf before thee, O 

moit holy Lord of . Heaven anJ 
Exrth, with an humble , ſorrowful 
and . penitent heart, adorirg thy infi- 
nite Grace, which ſufers tuch a vile 
and miſerable Sinner to approach 1n- 
to thy preſence. I am thine indeed, 
dedicated long ago to thy Service, 
which I have ſiace choſen, as the moit 
perfet freedom ; But ſo much the 
greater reaſon E have to be abaſhed 
before thee, and to be aſtonithed at 
thy forbearing mercy ; which pro- 
longs the life of ſuch an one as I am, 
who have been ſo falſe to thee, and 


to my own reſolutions. I remember 
un 


| 
| 
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m the bitterneſs of my Soul, how ma- 
ny obligations thou haſt laid upon me 
to obſerve and obey thee ; how often 
[ have acknowledged the juſtice and 
goodneſs of thy precepts ; and how 
frequently I have promiſed and vow- 
ed to conform my ſelf unto them ; 
and what great and precious promi- 
{es thou haſt made to me of invalua- 
ble Bleſſings : And yet; Wretch thar 
I am, I have been drawn aſide from 
thy ways by eafte and ſlight tempta- 
tions'; and for a ſmall and momentany 
p'eaſure or gain, * have ,,, 
ventured the lols of thy the particular 
favour, which is better 

than life it ſelf. 

O God, that thou ſhouldeſt have 
patience with fo perfidious , ſo un- 
orateful, ſo ſenſeleſs a Creature as [ 
am ! That thou ſhouldeſt permit me 
to ſce the light of the Sun, and haſt 
not condemned me to utter darkneſs 
in weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing 
of teeth ! but that thou giveſt me 
leave to look towards Heaven, and 
that 
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that I have an heart to ſpeak unto 
thee, and ſtill may call thee Father, 
ſaying, Father, I have ſinned again(t 


thee, and am no more worthy to be cal. © 


led thy Son. O the Riches! O the 
unſearchable Riches of thy Grace! I 
can never ſufficiently admire thy. ex- 
ceeding great long-ſuffering towards 
me in Chriſt Jeſus ; nor ſufficiently 
abhor and loath my ſelf for my foul 
revolt from thee, who art ſokind and 
gracious ; eſpecially if I ſhould till 
contiriue to abuſe ſuch tender mercy 
and compaſſion towards me. Tribu- 
lation and anguiſh, indignation and 
wrarh , I acknowledge, is the due 
portion of thoſe that do evil : and 
if thou ſhouldeſt abandon me, and 
caſt me out of thy ſight, I muſt con- 
feſs that thou art righteous, and that 
I reap but the truit of my own ways, 
and ſuffer the deſerved puniſhmear of 
my late iniquity. 

But thou, O God, delighteſt in mer- 
cy, and there is forgive- 
neſs with thee, that thou 
mayeſt 


Pal. 130. 4: 
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mayſt be feared. Thou 
haſt {worn that thou de- 
fireſt not the Death of a S.nner ; but 

rather that he ſhould return and live ; 

And haſt ſent thy Son Jeſus, with 

the moſt endearing Arguments of the 
greateſt love, to perſwadeus to return 
unto our Duty. Behold, O Lord, I 
return with grief and afflition of 
Spirit that 1 have offended thee; 
deteſting the thoughts of doing the 
like again, and reſolving to be more 
careful and diligent, and circumſpect 
for the time to come. O let me live 
to the praiſe of thy Omnipotent 
Grace, enabling me to perform theſe 
reſolutions in a more (tri and exa&t 
obedience to thy holy commands, the 
reſt of my days: 

Mercy , mercy, I moſt earneſlly 
beg, O Father of mercies, for the ſake 
of him that died for me ; not merely 
for the Pardon of my fins, bur for a 
Divine Power to enable me to ſubdue 
them. I delire not thy infinite Good- 
nels to bear me out in rebellion 


againſt 


Ezek. 18. 32. 
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againſt thy righteouſneſs, purity and 
truth ; but that by thy Goodneſs [ 
may be Partaker of them; that my 
repentance may- be accepted ; and 
that it may be hearty and ſtedfaſt, 
never to be repented ef. I deſire no 
peace, quiet and eaſe in my heart, but 
in a conſtant and reſolute oppoſition, 
of all the temptations of the World, 
the Fleih and the Devil; and in the 
hope I have, that through thy graci- 
ous aſſiſtance it ſhall be victorious. 
O ſettle me, I beſeech thee, in this 
holy diſpoſition, that I may preſerve 
an entire friendſhip with thee hee. 
after, by an happy agreement with 
thy w.ll and pleaſure in every thing. 
And for that end make me ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the power 
of his might : That te- 
ing ſenſible of my own great weak- 
neſs, I may , more earneſtly depend 
upon thy aid from above, by an 
humble and vigorous Faith in thy 
Almigh'y Goodneſs. Maintain ſuch 
a Clear light in my mind, that may 
keep 


Ephel. 6. 10. 
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keep me from being deceived with 
the vain ſhadows and empty appear- 
ances of ſatisfactory pleaſure in any 
thing of this World. Fortifie my will 
with the power of thy Divine Love, 
that may overcome all ſenſual atfeQi- 
ons that ariſe in me at any time a» 
gainſt thy ſacred commands. And 
poſſeſs me with ſuch a lively hope of 
thoſe good things which Chriſt hath 
promiſed in the other life, that may 
make me active and zealous, ſtedtaſt 
and unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that my labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord, | 

Thou knoweſt the Secrets of all 
hearts ; let thy mercy, O Lord, te 
upon me, according as I deliberately 
and ſincerely chuſe to cleave unto thee 
with purpoſe of heart. O AQs 11. 23» 
caſt me not away from Phil. 51.9, 10, 
thy preſence; and take *": 
not thy holy Spirit from me. But hide 
thy face from my fins ; and blot out all 
wine iniquities. Create in me a clean 


M heart, 
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heart, O God, and renew a conſtant ſpi. 
1it in me. Make my heart to be ſound 
Pl. 119. Bo. in thy Statutes, that I 
Plal. 19.13,14. may never be aſhamed, 

Keep back thy Servant 
alſo from preſumptuous ſins ; let them 
not have dominion over me ; Then ſhall 
T be upright, and I (hall be innocent 
from the great tranſgreſſion. The words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart ſhall be accepted in thy fight, 0 
Lord, my ſtrength and my Redeemer. 
Amen, Amen. 
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A 


THANKSGIVING 
TO THE 


Divine Goodneſs 
FOR 


Any hope oft a PARDON 


After ſuch 


RELAPSE. 


Eternally moſt bleſſed God : the 

Fountain of all good ; from 
whence all Creatures derive whatſo- 
ever they enjoy. They are all poor 
and indigent things, full of neceſſi- 
ties and wants, which are continual- 
ly ſupplied out of thy fullneſs. But 
the wants of our Sculs are the moſt 


JamentaBle : becauſe, beſides the po- 
.yerty of Creatures, we have made a 


M 2 great 
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great many necds to our ſelves by our 
wilfu! departure from thee, in whom 
we live, and move, and have our be- 
ing. We ſland in need of thy Par- 
don, of thy converting Grace, and 
the greater ſupplics of thy Holy Spt- 
rit; which we know not how with 
any confidence to expe. But that all 
| theſe wants are not too big for thy in- 
finite Goodneſs to relieve; and that 
thou haſt been pleaſed moſt compallt- 
onately to conſider our miſerable con- 
dition, in ſending Chriſt Jeſus into the 
Werld, and filling him-with all the 
Treaſures of thy Grace and Mercy, 
that he might diſpence them to us, 
according to our ſeveral neccſlities. 
. O how excellent isthy loving kind- 
neſs, O God! how ſurpalling is thy 
love! that will paſs by the inſolent of- 
fences of thy Creatures againſt thy 
high Authority, and Sovere:gn Good- 
neis ; and not let them ceternally pe- 
riſh without a remedy, in that for- 
 lorg, condition intp which they have 
brovghe themſelves? Blelſcd,. for 


- ever 


w- 
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ir BY ever bleſſed be thy ſparing Mercy, 
n | which hath delivered Chrift Feſus for 
. | or offences ; and teſtifi:d thy accep- 
r= B tance of his Sacrifice of himſelf, by 
d | raifing him again for our juſtification: 
i- B Blſ{ſed be thy Name for the gracious 
declaration which thou haſt made, 
That if any man fin we 
have an Adwvacate with 
thee, Chriſt Fefus the righteous, who is 
the propitiation for our fins. | molt 


1 John 2.r, 2+ 


- thankſully receive thele glad tidings,. 


2 which are worthy of all . _ o 
. acceptation, that Teſus Ren 
Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sins 
mers, Thanks be to thy tender mercy 
which hath reſtored us to a poſſtbilt- 
ty of recovering thy Grace and fa- 
vour. The ſmalleſt hope of it I ac- 
knowledge , is more valuable than 
the greateſt abundance of all the en+ 
joyments and pleaſures of this pre- 
ſent life. 


What praiſe therefore, what love,. 


what obedience am I bound to ren- 


der unto. thee, who haſt given me 
M 3 ſuch 
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Inch 2 good hope of peace and recon- 
ciliation with thee ; and thereby de- 
livered me from the horror of my 
own guilty mind, remembring that 
have adventured to oppoſe my will to 
thine ; I ought for ever with the moſt 
zea'ous devotion of a grateful and 0- 
bedient heart to admire and ſtand a- 
mazed at thy inconceiveable Grace, 
which will not ſtritly mark what is 
done amiſs ; but accept of our repen- 
tance and amendment, inſtead of an 
intire and conſtant performance of 
our Duty to thee. O the heighth, the 
depth, the length and the breadth, of 
thy love in Chriſt Teſus ! which 15 the 
ſatisfaction of our heart, and the joy 
of cur lives ; which would otherwiſe 
be intolkcrably grievous and burthen- 
ſome to us, whilſt we remember that 
Wwe are Sinners. 

Fil me, O Lord, with a moſt ar- 
dent love to thee, now that I here 
cfter up my (clf, in truth and finceri- 
ty of heart, to be wholly diſpoſed 


by thee. Behold, O Lord, my = 
ics . 
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lies at thy feer : I would have no wilf 
of my own. but deſire only that thy 
will may be done. And fill me witlr 
a holy tear of thee, that thy indui-. 
gent. mercy may not make me remils, 
and negligent, and preſumptuous a- 
g1in to offend thee: but a perpetual 
{.nſe of my new obligations to thee, 
in reviving my hopes, which I had 
forfeited, in thee may render me more 
watchſul, more diligent, mcrecarneſt 
and {olicitous, more humble and di- 
ſtruſtful of my ſelf, and mcre fervent 
to implore the powerful ſuccours of 
thy Divine Grace. 

O that it may be as natural to me 
to pray to thee, as it is to breathe. 
And thou, who filleſt the hungry with 
good things, pour into me life, and 
ſtrength, and vigour ; and in a con- 
ſtant dependance on thee, and hear- 
ty endeavour to do thy will. Srrex- 
then me with might by thy 
Spirit in the inner man c: 
That notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt 


temprations, wherewuh I may be a{- 
M 4 ſaulted: 


Epheſ. 3-16. 
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ſaulted, and notwithſlanding the 
weakneis and feebleneſs of my own 
So'rit ro rel:{t them, I may perſevere 
courageouſly in well-doing unto the 
end ; and finiſh my courſe with joy ; 
and Jay my felf down to reſt in an 
hoiy hope, that I ſhall enter into a 
ſlate of ſafety and ſecurity from all 
danger, and remain for ever in the 


joy of cur Lord, Amen. 


—T 


A Prayer for the Divine Grace. 


( } Moſt bleſſed God, the high and 
_# mighty One, who inhabiteſt 


Eternity ; ang art what thou-always 
wait, and ever wilt be, the moſt per- 
ſet Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 
Truth ; the Fountain of all the perfe- 
tions that are in us, we ought to ad- 
dreſs our ſelves. to thee in the Great:- 
eſt humility of Spirit ; having nothing 
ro preſent thee withal which we can 
call our -own ; and being unable by 


ail our righteouſneſs to profit thee, 
who 


the Drvine Grace. 249 


who ſtandeſt in need of none of thy 
Creatures. But alas! O Lord, we 
have robbed thee of that which we- 
have received from thee; and are lo 
far from giving thee any thing of' 
ours, that we have not returned to- 
thee that which 1s thine. 

O the miſerable condition there-- 
fore into which we have brought our” 
ſelves ! who are not” ſo. much as fit” 
to receive any more from thy Divine” 
Bounty ;. and which is+- worſe, have: 
been too unwilling to partake of thy 
favours! O thy infinite love in Chriſt: 
Jelus, which hath beſtowed the rich-- 
eit Grace upon us, whether we would i 
or no! Thou haſt honoured 'our- na» 
twe with thy Divine Preſence, id wel-- 
Jing 10 it... Thou haſt delivered hinr- 
ro die for our fins. Thou haſt given 
us a bleſſed hope in thee, by his Re-- 
furretion from the dead. Thoa haſt: 
ſent him to bleſs us, in aq, ww" 
turning every one of us 
from our iniquities ; And given him' 
all power in Heaven and Earth ; .thar 
= TE, he- 
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he may ſuccour and ſirengthen us 
when we are tempted, and enable us 
to overcome. 

[ thank thee with all my Soul, for 
this abundant Grace, ſo freely and 
undeſired, conſerred upon us. Which 
encourages me to hope in thee, now 
th:it thou inclineſt my heart towards 
thee, and haſt givea me a thankful 
ienſe of thy love, and ſome will to 
'obey thee, and holy reſolutions to 
cleave unto thee in well-doing ; that 
thou wilt not deny me the conllant 
allſtance of that good Spirit which 
our Saviour hath bid us ask of thee, 
to ſtrengthen, confirm and ſettle what 
.thou halt begun to do for me, in a 
peric& love and ſtedfait obed.ence to 
all thy holy commands. 

O Gcd of ail Grace and might, 
the root of our life, and power and 
ſirength ; without whom all good 
deſties and purpoſes wither and die; 
withdraw not the ſweet influences of 
thy Holy Spirit from thy unworthy 
. Servant, who intirely confides in me 
a , 


W3 I 
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and hath no hope but in thy infinite. 
Mercies. Remember not againſt.me. 
former iniquities ; let not my late: 
back-ſl:ding and return to- folly cut: 
me off from the communication of 
thy Grace ; which is wont to preſs 1n-- 
to thoſe Souls that open themſelves. 
to receive it, and ſeriouſly thirſt after 
it. My Soul thirſteith for thee, O! 
God; that I may be more firmly uni- 
red to thee, and be made more exact-- 
ly like thee,. in unchangeable righte- 
ouſneſs, purity. and goodnelſs. | 

Cheriſh and increaſe the moſt faint: 
but ſincere motions, which thou ſeeſt 
in me towards a more compleat pars. 
ticipation of thee. And eſpecially 
preſerve in mea full confidencein thy. 
Almighty Love, as ready to accom- 
pliſh the delircs and endeavours:-of-all 
thoſe, who yield up themſelves unto} 
i, in hearty willingneſs to be govern-- 
ed by it. That being born-up by: this. 
ſirong hope in thee, my helper, and: 
excceding great reward,. no:tempta-- 
tion may be able to prevall-over. me: 


but: 
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but 1 may walk ſtedfaſtly and evenly 
with thee ; in all conditions and cir- 
cumitances of life. Make me feel fo 
mach of the comfort of this faith, -and 
love, and hope , .and .#bedience,. re- 
viving, me to a delightfuliſenſe of a 


bleſſed Immortality ; that whatſoever 


allurements cr diſcouragementsI mect 


withal in this World, they may only 
provoke-me to give a greater proof 
of all theſe in a conſtant adherence 
to my Duty ; and occaſion. the en- 
creaſe of my unſpeakable joy and fa- 
risf2cion. 

And en'arge my heart thereby to 
ſuch a rgeafure of Chriſtian piety, that 
F may not only be innocent and harm- 


lefs, bur forward alſo to do us good ; 


and not only te contented with my 
Portion, but rejoyce in our Lord al- 
way : and rcjoyce not only to do'thy. 
wil!, but to ſuffer alſo for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, knowing that great ſhall 
be my reward in Heaven. Bleſs my 
endeavours to add 7o faith, wertne ;. 
| and to vertue, knowledge, and to know- 
ledge, 
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ledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 
patience ; and to patience, 
godlineſs ; and to godli- 
neſs, brotherly kindneſs ; 
and to brothezly kindneſs, charity : That 
doing. thefe things, F may never fall ; 
But an entrance may be miniftred tome 
abundantly, i8to the everlaſting Kingdom 
of our Lord and* Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. 


—_— 


2 Pet. FJ. 5,6, 
7, 10, 11. 


A ſhort Prayer when any. man's. occaft- 
ons call hins to a place where he fears: 
danger. 


'D; Almighty God ; who art every 
where, and more eſpecially 
preſent ta thoſe Souls that look up. 
unto thee, with an high eſteem of thy 
favour- and grace, and with hearty. 
deſires to continue in thy love by pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing. In 
this humble faith in thy Divine Good- 
neſs, and with a due fear and reve- 
rence of thy glorious Majeſty, I'pro- 
firate my Soul and Body before thee ; 
to 
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to put my ſelf into thy moſt gracious 
protection, and to beg the powerful 
aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, to pre-- 
ſerve. me whereſoever 1 am, in a duti-- 
ſul obſervance of all thy holy Commands, 
I am ſenſible, O Lord, that we live 
in a world of temptations, and: that 
our nature is weak, and ready toyield: 
to them ; and that our afteftions- are: 
apt to wander after vanity,. and that: 
fudden paſſions oftentimes tranſport: 
us from our duty. But I know with- 
al, that a ſenſe of thy all-ſeeing eye, 
and of the hfe ro come and of the re- 
wards and puniſhments which thou- 
wilt render according. to our Wwors ;. 
will certainly ovzer-awe all ſinful mo» 
tions in me, 14nd break the force of the: 
ſtrongeſt temptations that aſſault me. 
And therefore, the greatcr the danger: 
is the more earneſtly I ſue unto thee, 
to be poſleſſed with a- piercing ſenſe, 
and lively remembrance of theſe- 
thiogs, which may abide with me al- 
way ; and eſpecially this day, in every 
place and company into which. I ſhall 
come, Q-. 
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O that I may not be ſo forgetful of 
thee, and of mine own good, as for the 
{mall and momentany pleaſures of this 
world, to hazard the loſs ot ghoſe 
great and eternal joys, which we ex- 
pect :n the other life. But enable me, 
O moſt gracious God, fo to behave 
my ſelf, that when I have paſſed 
through all the. employments and ac- 
calions of this day, I may bring my 
ſelf back again into thy preſence, ſo 
pure and undeftled ; that } may be- 
zin thoſe joys that are to come, in 
cheerful praiſes of thee; and in a com- 
fortable ſenſe that thou dwelleſt in 
me, and art leading me by thy holy 
Spirit to immortal happineſs, through 
Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


A Prayer for ſerious and effeftual confi- 
deration; the better to eſtabliſh all: 
good reſolutions. | 


Moſt glorious Majeſty of Hea- 
ven and Earth: who art above 

the higheſt of all our thoughts, and: 
mucly, 
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much more beyond all our words. But: 
that thou art great and mighty, we 
know by thy works of wonder which 


we behold: And the admirable dif- 


poſure and government-of all things 


tell us that thou art infinitely -wiſe 


and knowelt all things. We ſee how. 


good thou art, by the large provis 
fon which thou haſt made for all thy 


creaturesevery where. Thy Precepts- 
teach us how juſt and holy thou art ;, 
and by thy Promiſes we know that- 
thou. art graciotis and bountiful ; and- 
by thy threatnings that thou -hateſt: 
iniquity ; and by thy executing. of: 
- both, that thou art faithful and true, 
and wilt ſave the godly. and puniſh: 


evil doers. 


When we conſider all this, wemay. 
juſtly. wonder ar our ſelves, that we: 
ſhould not fear thee, and reverence - 


thee, and love- thee, and ſeek. thy 
love and favour above all things 3 by 
ſtudying to pleaſe thee: in univerſal 


obedience to thy bleſſed will; which. 


deſigns to employ thy Almighty 


Pows - 
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Power to make us fo great, ſo happy, 
and fo glorious. And there is no 
other reaſon, I ſce, why we are no 
better afteRted towards thee, but be- 
cauſe our thoughts are excecding 
ſhort, and light and vain ; and we ſo 
ſeldom conſider and deeply ponder, 
what we confeſs, thou art, and in 
what relation we ſtand to thy Divine 
Majeſty. | 

Vouchſaſe therefore, O God of all 
grace, to awaken my mind to a more 
lively and ſtedfaſt remembrance of 
thee, my Creator , my Redeemer, 
my daily Benefaor, and my moſt 
loving and tender hearted Father, in 
Chriſt Jeſus. O that no day may paſs 
without ſome ſerious and conſiderate 
thoughts of thoſe things, which fo. 
nearly concern my everlaſting wel- 
fare. And by thy powerful preſence 
with me, enlighten my mind to a 
clearer ſenſe of them. Quicken and. 
enliven that ſenſe, I humbly beſeech. 
thee, and make it ſo-ſtrong and mo- 
ving ; that it may preſs upon my __ 
and: 


258 A Prayer for 
and afieions, till it overcome me to 
ſurrender Soul and Body abſolutely 
unto thee. 

Pardon all my former negleas of 
thee ; and let them not hinder the 
influences of thy holy Spirit upon me, 
by which I mav be changed into thy 
Image and likereſs. SanCtifie my un- 
derſtanding, that I may rightly con- 
ceive thy holy Truths, and fully ap- 
prehend them. Sanciftte my memo- 
ry, that I may keep in mind all that 
I know of thee, and of thy bleſſed 
Will revealed to us in Chriſt Jeſus. 
gSandtifie my will, that I may chear- 
ſully embrace, and entirely conſent 
to thine, in all things. And ſanctifie 
all my afte&tions, that I may love 
thee with all my heart, and ſoul, and 
ftrength ; and delight in thee more 
than in all the contentments of this 
life ; and hope more for thy glory, 
than all worldly preferments ; and 
fear thee more than the greateſt Po- 
tertate 'upon earth ; and take more 
care for my ſoul and eternal things, 
tian 
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than for this body and all its momen- 
tany pleaſures ; and hare all tin more 
than my greateſt enemies ; 1a, help 
me to love mine enemies ; to do good 
to them that do evil to me; to bleſs 
them that curſe me, and pray ior them 
that deſpitetully uſe me. 

For which end, ſanQifie all my 
Paiſlions ; that 1 may be angry at no- 
thing ſo much, as that | have dif- 
pleaſed thce ; and in an holy indigna- 
ticn at my ſelf, and in revenge oi my 
former negligence and diſobedience, 
may. be more ſtrict and levere in the 
performance of all my duty for the. 
time to come. Sanctifie me through» 
out in body as well as ſpirit ; that I 
may polleſs it -in holineſs and honour : 
and all my ſenſes may adminiſter oc- 
caſions to my mind, to remember 
thee, to praiſe thee and to blcſs thee, 
who every way ſo liberally providelt 
for me. Sandtifie all my converſation 
with others, and all the employments 
of this life ; that I may ſtill be hea- 
venly minded, and have a reſpe to 


' 
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my lait end, and everiaſting good- 
SanGifie all the Bleſſings of health, 
and ſtrength, and peace, and plenty, 
and friends ; yea, and all the croſles 
and afflictions of this life ; that they 
may make me more ſerious and con- 
ſiderate, and help more perfeQly to 
purifie my ſpirit, and diſpoſe me for 
the happineſs of the other world. 
Raiſe me, O Lord, to fuch an ex- 
ceeding great delight in theſe holy 
thoughts and meditations ; and cn- 
tertain me with ſuch a bliſsful ſenſe 
of thee, when I addreſs my ſelf unto- 
thee, that IT may rather be unwilling 
to depatt from thy preſence, than 
weary of converfing with thee. AnJ 
when I return to my other employ- 
ments again, O that my mind-may be 
often looking back towards thee, my 
God, my exceeding joy ; deſirous to- 
be always with thee, and longing to 
enjoy thee in unchangeable love and 
- perfe&t likenefsto thee: Unto which 
I moſt humbly beſeech thee to bring; 


ae, for thy mercies ſake declared in 
_ Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus, who lives for ever to 
make interceſſion for us. A4men. 


H E better to preſerve a conſtant ' 

ſenſe of God in the mind, and pious 
diſpofitions in the heart : Here follow 
certain ſhort Ejaculations (as we are 
wont to call them) in which, upon ſeve- 
ral occaſions, any man may life up his 
Soul to God : and if he do it fervently, 


may find it of great effeft. 


CORR 


EFJACULATIONS. 


When he awakes in the Morning be 
may ſay, 


] L 41D me down and ſlept, Iwaked 

for the Lord ſuſtained me, Plal. 3. 5; 
How precious alfo are thy thoughts un- 
to me, O God 2 how great is the ſum 
of them 2 if I would count them, they 
are more in number than the ſand ? 
when I wake, I am ſtill with thee, 1» -Jþ 
139.17, 18. | 


meh 
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When he is dreſſing himſelf, 


O how beautiful is the ornament 
of a pure, humbl-, meek, patient and 
charitable ſpirit! Heip me, O God, 
to put on the Lord Jeſys, in theſeand 
all other Vertues. 


When he- goes into the Church, 
or his Cloſer. 


My heart is fixed, O God, my heart 
is fixed; I will fing and give praiſe, 
Pfal. 57. 7. 


When he- begins'any buſineſs 


My help cometh from the Lord, which 
made heaven and earth, Plal. 121. 2. 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with my 
ſpirit, 2 Tim. 4. 22. 


When he goes forth-of his doors. 


Hold thou up my goings in thy paths, 
that my footſteps ſlip not, Plal. 17.5. 

Order my ſteps in thy word : and let 
not mine imiquity have dominion over 
me, 119.133- Give thy Angels charge 
per me,to keep me in all my ways,9 1:11. 
When 
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When he walks abroz:d, and bcholds 
all things round about him, he may 
ſay as it is, Pſal. 104. 24. : 
O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! . 

in wiſdom haſt thou made them all : the 

earth is full of thy riches, &c. | 
Ar Meals. 

O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good. 
He jilleth our hearts with food and glad- 
eſs, Pſal. 24. 8. Ads 14. 17. 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily load- 
eth us with benefits, Pfal. 68. 19. 

At Candie-light. 

Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us, Plal, 4. 6. Or, 

God be merciful unto us, and Bleſs 
us, and cauſe his face to ſhine upon uf; 
Pfal. 67. r. | 

When he goes to Bed. 

I will both lay me down in peace and 
ſleep : for thox, Lord, only makeſt- me 
dwell in ſafety, Plal. 4.8. 

He that keepeth me doth not ſlumber. 
The Lord is my keeper : The Lord us 

defence, who neither ſlumbers, nor 
thrss Pfal. 121. 4, 5. | 
1q- 
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In the Night-ſeaſon. 

O happy ſouls, that reſt not day nor 
night, ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, whichis, and 
zs to come | Rev. 4.8. 

O great God ! the darkneſs hideth 
not from thee ; but the night ſhine as 
the day : the darkneſs and the light are 


' both alike to thee, Pfal. 1 39 I2. 


My ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied as with 


marrow and fatneſs ; and my mouth . 


ſhall praiſe thee with joyful vo : when 
T remember thee upon my bed, and me- 
ditate on thee in the night-watches. Be- 
eauſe thou haſt been my help ; therefore 
in the ſhadow of thy wings will 1 rejoyce, 
Pſal. 63.56, 7. 
On a Sick-bed, or in other affliction. 
1t is the Lord, let hin do what ſeem- 
eth him goed, 1 Sam. 3. 18. 

It is yood that «a Man ſhould both 
hope, and quietly wait for the ſalvation 
of the” Lord, Lam: 3.26. | | 

Bleſſed be the. Lord for my Jong 


continued health, and a'l .his other 


benefits. Let the remembrance of 
| thy 


thy former mercies refreſh, my ſoul, 
and encourage my hope, and ſtreng- 
then my patience, with quiet reſigna: 
 tionof my ſelf to thy good pleaſure. 
| At the point of Death. 
\ T1 have waited for thy Salvation, 0 
= #+ % -—_raboapdi" 
Into thy hand, O Father I com. 
mend my.felf, who breathedſt into. me 
the breath of life. Lord Feſus recezve 
my ſpirit, which thou haſt redeemed 
by thy precious blood, and fanQified 
by the Holy Ghoſt, _ > 
When he hears a paſling-bell. - 
Perily every man at his beſt ſtate 
zs altogether Vanity, Pal. 39. 5. 
O teach me ſo to number my days, 
that I may apply my heart unto wiſdom, 
99. I2. | 
In a time of plague. 
+0 Lord, corrett us, but with judg- 
ment : not in thine anger leſt thou bring 
«s to nothing, Jer. 10. 24. 
In time of War. 
O Lord,.ariſe, help us and deliver 
ws for thy Names fake. | 
Z N From 
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From our enemies defend us, O 
Chriſt. Graciouſly look upon our 
affliction. 


King 4/a cried unto God in this man- 
ner, when he was going to give 
battle to a million of enemies. 


Lord, it is nothing with thee to help 
whether with many or with them that 
have no power. - Help us, O Lord our 
God, for we reſt on thee, and in thy 
Name go againſt this multitude, 


2 Chron. 14. 11. 
In any other publick Calamity. 
Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thy heritage to reproach, Joel 2. 17. 
A great Offender may otten ſay with 
the Prodigal. 
Father I have finned againſt thee, 


and am no more worthy to be called thy 
ſon. And with the Publican. 


God be merciful to me a finer. 


After any merey received. 
What ſhall 1 render unto the Lord 


for 
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for all the benefits that - he hath done 
unto me ? Plal. 116. 12. 

Every day will 1 give thanks unto 
thee, and praiſe thy name for ever and 
ever. Pſal. 145. 1. 


I ſhall mention no more, becauſe 
1 would not invite the Reader to 
make this ſort of Prayer too com- 
mon. For by that means, it wil! be 
in danger to grow cold, and loſe its 
force and efficacy, by growing faſhio- 
nable. To that purpoſe I remember 
a devout Prelate of our own (Biſhop 
Hal) ſomewhere delivers his judg- 
ment about this matter. But if any 
one find that he can with profit turn 
his thoughts this way, upon all occa- 
fions, he may eaſily invent more Eja- 
culations. The meaſure of them 1s, (as 
that forenamed Perſon ſpeaks) 7o pre- 
ſerve our hearts in a conſtant, tender 
and godly diſpoſition; which ſhall be 
further attuated upon all opportunities, 
by the exerciſe of our mote enlarged and 
fixed devotions. | 
N 2 A 


2.68 

A Prayer for Submeſſion to God, in 
caſe of any great loſs in.a man's 
Eſtate, Relations or Friends. 


Moſt Holy, holy, holy; the 
Supreme Lord and Governour 
of the world : who art unſearchable 
in thy Wiſdom, unſpotted in thy Ju- 
ſtice, and irreſiſtible in thy power ; 
whoſe goodneſs hath no bounds, but 
what thy wiſe and holy will gives un- 
to it; and art immutable in theſe and 
all other perfections, the great God 
moſt bleſſed for ever. It is moſt rea- 
ſonable and agreeable to our nature, 
moſt profitable and convenient to our 
intereſt, moſt ſatisfactory and ſuitable 
to our wiſeſt choice, by an abſolute 
and quiet ſubmiſſion in all things to 
thy Sovereign Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, to declare our fear and re- 
verence of thee: our unfeigned love 
to thee, and defires to pleaſe thee ; 
our truſt and confidencein thee; -and 
ready diſpoſition to obey thee. -. 
Thou art too great, I know, to 
delight 
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delight in grieving us thy poor crea- 
tures; and haſt other ways of pro: 
curing thy own pleaſure, than by our 
miſery, pain and torment, And 
therefore, in a full perſwaſion of thy 
unerring Providence over us, and in- 
finite Charity towards us, I here moſt 
humbly and freely reſign all my 
thoughts and defires unto thee : 'ſub- 
mittiog my ſelf entirely to thy, Or- 
ders, and refolving by thy gracious 
aſſiſtance to reſt contented with 
whatſoever thou appointeſt. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord FF ies 
hath taken away ; bleſſed */ © 
be the Name of the Lord. Bleſſed be 
thy Name, who haſt continued to me 
fo long, the enjoyment of ſo many 
good things. Bleſſed be thy Name, 
that I had any thing to part withal, 
whereby I may teſtifie my faith in 
thee, and affection to thee. Blefled 
be thy Name, that I have any of the 
comforts of this life ſtill remaining, 
and that they are not all taken-away 
from me. I have nothing too:great, 
N 3 Or 
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or too dear to be reſigned to thee: 
from whoſe bounty I received all [ 
have; and who art my beſt, and my 
eternal friend. 

O that no repining thoughts may 
ariſe in my heart, to diſorder and diſ- 
compoſe my duty towards thee, or 
towards my neighbour. But help me 
rather to think wherein I have offen- 
ded thee; and carefully to amend it; 
to place my affeions more ſtedfaſtly 
on thoſe unmoveable things which 
are above; to lay up my treaſure and 
hope in Heaven; and to prepare my 
ſelf by perfeAing my purity, and 
thankfulncſs, and patience, and all 
other vertues, to be tranſlated thi- 
ther, where our life is hid in thee 
with Chriſt Jeſus. 

I thank thee, O Father of Mercies, 
that thou haſt given us ſuch everlaſt- 
ing conſolation, through thy Grace, 
in him. Every day will I bleſs thee, 
and I will praiſe thy Name for ever 
and ever; for thoſe exceeding great 
and precious promiſes whi _ 

g 
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haſt given us to ſupport and comfort 
us, in all the troubles of this life; In: 
creaſe:my faith, ſtrengthen and:con- 
firm my hope; lift up my ſpirit con- 
tinually to that bleſſed place where 
Jeſus is ; that I may rejoice in hope 
of that immorrcal life, when all tears 
ſhall be wiped from our eyes, and 
there ſhall be no fighing nor ſorrow 
any more; but [we*who , 7 
are tiow parted aſunder] je uſed only in 
ſhall mect rogether to + bp of 
acknowledge, with eter Fins 7 Ree 
pal praiſes, thy wiſe and | 
merciful providence; which by ways 
moſt contrary to our deſires, hath 
_—_ us to endleſs and undiſturbed 
iſs. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, the weak- 
neſs and frailty of our nature, -and 
therefore vouchſafe me the conſtant 
afliſtance of thy good Spirit, { for 
which I depend upon thee ) to enable 
me to continue in this humble, quiet 
and-dutiful ſubmiſſion to thee : wait- 
ing for that peaceable and joyful re- 
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poſe, in the eternal reſt which thon 
haſt prepared for thy People, through 
thy mercies in Chriſt Jeſus: By whom 
all glory, honour, love and obedi- 
ence be rendred to thee, by me and 
all mankind, both now and for ever. 
Amen. 


A Prayer which a pious Soul may uſe, 
that is fall of doubts, aud much trou- 
bled in mind. TIT 


Lord, the Father 
of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort. | acknowledge 
and adore thy eternal Power, Wits 
dom and Goodneſs. I render thee 
my moſt hearty thanks for all the 
benefits thou haſt freely beſtowed 
on me, from my firſt coming into the 
World until this time. Mary, O Lord 
my God, are thy wonderful works, which 
thou baſt done, and thy thoughts, which 
are to us-ward, they — reckoned 

up in order unto thee: if 


| Fl 40,5, 1 would declare and ſpeak 
of 


2 Cor, 1, 3, 
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of them, they are more than can be 
mumbred. Above all | bleſs thee for” 
that great demonſtration of thy love 
and good-will to 'mankind in Chriſt 
Fefus, whom thou haſt ſent into the 
world to fave ſinners : and for bring- 
ing me to the clear knowledge of him, 
faith in him, and ſome love; I hope 
towards him, and unfeipned affteRtion 
to thy holy will, geclared to us in. 
his bleſſed Goſpel. 

O God, thou haſt taught me frony 
my youth up, and hitherto been mar- 
vellouſly gracious to me. Hide not; 
I beſeech thee, thy face now from: 
me ; and put not thy Servant away 
in diſpleaſure. Thou haft been- my 
help, leave me not ; neither forſake- 
me, O God of my ſalvation; But for 
Jeſus Chriſt his fake I'humbly intreat 
thee to pardon- and paſs by all my 
neglets of thee, and unthankfulne(s 
to thee, and offences againſt thee. 
And as I here fincerely devote and 
dedicate my whole ſelf, Soul and Bo- 
dy, to thy Service; ſo help me, O 

"BY N 5 my. 
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my God, and further me in the per- 
formance of my Duty, by the Grace 
of thy holy Spirit. To thee all hearts 
are open, and from thee no Secrets 
are hid : deal with me according to 
the earneſt deſire and full purpoſe of 
my Soul, to conform my ſelf in all 
things to thy holy Will. 

Settle in me an unmoveable Faith 
in thy infinite Mercies, a conſtant love 
and chearful affetion to my Duty, and 
a readineſs of heart to obey thee, and 
to ſubmit to thy wiſe appointments in 
every condition. The whole Earth 
is full of thy mercy : thou openeſt. thy 
hand and fatisfieſt the deſire of every 
living thing : O refuſe not the hum- 
ble defires of my poor Soul, which 
gaſpeth aſter thee, even as the thirſty 
Land. Thou who giveſt to the Beaſts 
their Food, and to the young Ravens 
when they cry; O fatisfie me early 
with thy Mercies, that I may rejoice 
and be glad all my days. Compoſe 
my broken and diſturbed thoughts; 
quiet my troubled and diſordered Spi- 

it; 
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rit; and” appeaſe all the ragings and 
tumults there; by a ſweet ſenſe of thy 
molt tender mercies, which have been 
ever of old, andendure continually. 

Baniſhi from: me all cauſleſs fears 
and jealoufies ; deliver me from all 
unprofitable ſadneſs and dejeQions of 
Spirit; keep me from raſh judging of 
my ſelf and much more from char- 
ging thee fooliſhly. Beſtow upon me 
a cheerful Spirit, by an humble hope 
in thee; and by referring my ſelf 
wholly to thee. Endue me with 
ſuch wiſdom and uprightneſs, that I 
may neither neglet my Duty, nor 
ſuſpet thy gracious acceptance of 
me. Give me an hearty zeal to do- 
the beſt that 1am able; and a ſettled 
perſwaſion, that thou requireſt no 
more of me. 

Defend me, O my pracious God, 
from difhonouring thee, and my Re- 
ligion; by diſtruſting thy Goodnels, 
and calling thy loving kindneſs in 
queſtion towards thoſe that are ſin- 
- cerely bent to pleaſe thee. —_ 
4 
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all troubleſome imaginations from 
me, and give me a clear. underſtand- 
ing of thee, and of my ſelf. Or when 
I am in darkneſs and confuſion of 
thoughts, grant me ſo much light and 
Judgment, as not to conclude my ſelf 
forſaken by thee, but to reflet upon 
thy long-continued favours to me, and 
many deliverances of me ; that fo I 
may - reſolve ſtill to hope in thee, to 
bear my preſent trouble patiently, and 
to reſign my will abſolutely to thy 
good pleaſure. And, good Lord, en- 
able me to look beyond theſe Clouds, 
to that bleſſed ſtate whither my Savi- 
our is gone ; in which there is no 
darkneſs at all; and in an humble 
hope of coming to the ſame place 
where he is, to content my felf with 
any condition whilſt I am here, fo 
far remote from that ReÞgion of 
Light and Glory. 

Hear me, moſt loving and merciful 
Father, I moſt humbly beſeech. thee. 
Pity my great dulneſs and deadneſs 
of heart. Strengthen my _ = 
ecble 
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feeble endeavours. Supporr my fain- 
tirig Spirit, and cauſe it humbly to 
hope in thee for ever. Confirm and 
eſtabliſh every good thought, deſire 
and purpoſe which thou haſt wrought 
in me. Perfe& that which thou haſt 
n. Make me to grow in Wit- 
dom, Faith, Love, and willing Obe- 
dience, Condu@ me hereafter fo e- 
venly and ſteadily, ſo peaceably and 
quietly, ſo cheerfully and ſecurely in 
thy ways; that I may glorifie thee 
whilſt 1 live, by encouraging others 
to accompany me in thy Service. 
And when I come to die, may re- 
ſign my Soul unto thee with an un- 
diſturbed mind; in an holy hope al- 
ſo of a joyful ReſurreRion of the 
Body, at the Great Day of the Lord 
Jeſus ; to whom be Glory and Domi- 
ron for ever, dmen. 
A Prayer to be ſaid by others for one 
that is troubled in Mind. 
God, the only hope, the Re- 
fuge, the comfort and fatisfa- 
Qion of our Souls; Ot whoſe on 
nes 
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neſs and tender mercy all the World 
hath ſo many teſtimonies, and we 
our ſclyes have had ſuch long experi- 
ence, that we are encouraged there- 
by, though moſt unworthy, to make 
this humble addreſs to thy Divine 
Majeſty. | 
* Thou ſeeſt, we know, and pitieft 
the miſery and torment of this affli- 
* or ber, © Spirit ; none of his* 
s or groanings ars 
hid: from thee; But to expoſe alſo our 
Charity and compaſſionate Concern- 
ment for him, we are bold to recom- 
mend him to thy favour, as a great 
objet of the Bowels of thy mercy, 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus. 

We ought indeed, above all things, 
to admire thy moſt wiſe Goodneſs, 
629 BY which hath ſet forth bins 

PP”, @ &- 8 propitiation, 
through faith in his Blood ; and invited 
even the greateſt Sinners to return un- 
to thee and live. Bleſſed, eternally 
bleſſed, be thy great and glorious 
Grace, which hath ſcant us- ſuch glad 

Ot 
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tidings of peace and reconciliation, 
and aſſured hope; that if we obe- 
diently believe thy Holy Goſpel, 
thou wilt be merciful to 
our fins, and remember 
our iniquities no more. O Father of 
mercies, who openeſt the eyes of the 
blind, and 4 ew. 
that are bowed down; 0- has 94 
pen the eyes of this thy Servant, that 
he may ſee thy marvellous love re- 
vealed in Chrift Jeſus. Touch his Spi- 
rit with ſuch a powerful ſenſe of it, 
that he may both heartily and ab- 
ſfolutely conſent to be agg by 
thy Laws, and likewiſe be rev 
ved with a comfortable belief of the 
truth of all thy precious promiſes. 
Free him from all confuſion of 
thoughts, and beſtow on him a clear 
and diſtin apprehenſion of all things 
belonging to his peace. And as thou 
baſt wrought in him a fear of thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, and many holy defires 
after thee; and perſwaded him, we 
hope, to be willing ia all things to 


tive 


Heb, 8. 12, 


—— 
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live godlily : ſo poſſeſs him with an 
humble belief that thou wilt always 
enable him to do :accordingly ; and 
never fail to ſtrengthen him againſt 
all the power of the enemy, till he 
hath got the victory, and triumphs 
in hope of thy ſalvation. 

Raiſe vp his Spirit, moſt mighty 
Lord, by the power of a moſt ſtrong 
Faith in thine Omnipotent Goodneſs - 
which delights to cheriſh the leaſt 
gaſpings and pantings in us after true 
Righteouſneſs. Bear him up by this 
above all the Clouds wherein he is 
encompaſſed, into a clear Heaven of 
light and joy. Quiet and appeaſe all 
his tumultuous paſſions, that he may 
ſilently liſten to thy voice in thy holy 
Matth, 11. 28. Golpel, ſaying ; Come 
unto me all ye that labour, 


aud are heavy laden, and I will give 


you reſt. 


Thou who: fearcheft the hearts, 
knoweſt that he unfeignedly fubmits 
himſelf to the yoke of thy Laws. It 
5s the preſent grief and afflition _—_ 

u 
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Soul that he is no more perfely ſub- 
x>'to it. O refreſh him with the 
belief, that thou art more deſirous 
than he, that there ſhould be a per- 
fe& reconciliation of his very nature 
and diſpoſition to thee: and that 
therefore thou wilt not deny him the 
aſſiſtance of thy mighty Grace to help 
him to fulfill thy whole good will and 

pleaſure. | 
O that he may take courage from 
this hope to begin to do thy will ; and 
continuing in well-doing, and grow- 
ing more and more in ſtrength and 
power to perform his Duty, he may be 
delivered from all flavith fears, and 
jfealouſies, and diſtruſt of thy Divine 
Goodneſs. Eſpecially keep him from 
deſpair of thy mercy, as the greateſt 
diſhonour to thee, and to thy abun- 
dant Grace in the Lord Jeſus. _. 
O thou who didft invite even thoſe 
great Sinners, who by wicked hands 
took and crucified thy > a 
Son, to repent and be bap- "TOW 
rized for the remiſſion of fins : lift up 
| this 
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this dejeted Soul to an humble con: 
fidence in thee: that thou wilt not de- 
ny him the ſame mercy. And as thou 
haſt ſworn that thou haſt no pleaſure 
in the death of the Wicked, but that 
he ſhould turn from his evil way and 
live : ſo be pleaſed, Bleſſed God, to 
make him Enfibly feel his Soul is 
turning to thee ; fince he can find-no 
comfort and ſatisfaction, bur only in 
thy love and favour, which he e- 
ſteems better than life it ſelf. 

And that he may obtain thy par- 
don, help him from bis heart to for- 
#*'s one that bath 


Matth. 18. 3 gem fe inſt 
"© 29 Freſpaſſed againſi him. 
take 19-3. And if he have taken any 


thing from any man wrong fully,grant him 
Grace to reſtore it _ b. - 0 Live 
MG alms likewiſe of ſuch things 
_ Ui: 4» as be bath,and to break off 
q ” bis fins by righteouſmeſs, 
and Bis iniquities by ſhewing mercy to 
the poor ; that thou ke m__ in 
mercy, mayſt be favoura- 

= 03- o.nts him, and he may 


fee thy face with joy. Hear 
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Hear us, good Lord, and give eve- 
ry of us Grace, to walk exattly, and 
to keep pure Conſciences, void of of- 
fence, towards thee, and towards all 
men ; thar ſo we may live and die in 
peace ; looking for thy mercy in Chriſt 
Jefus, unto Eternal Life. Amer. 


Another for a Perſon in the ſame 
condition. 


Lord, the Father of Spirits, the 

Lover of our Souls : who art 
pleaſed beſt in our love and hearty 
8ffeftion to thee ; and wouldeſt have 
us delight our ſelves in the thoughts 
of thee, and rejoyce continually in 
thy holy name. Give us leave to ren- 
der our humble thanks to thy Divine 
Majeſty, for this knowledge which 
thou haſt given us of thy bleſſed Na- 
ture; and in imitation of it to re- 
commend with moſt ferveot. Charity 
this deſolate and afflicted Soul to thy 
tender Mercies He is filled with 
trem- 
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trembling rhoughts and frightful ap- 
prehenſions of thee. The dread and 
terror of thy diſpleaſure hath over- 
whelmed his « 37 Fi. is troubled, 
and bowed down greatly; 
: ha be goeth mourning Sl is 
' day long. O that thou wouldeſt be 
pleaſed fo to repreſent thy ſelf unto 
him that. he may be poſſeſſed with 
the fame fenſe which thou haſt 
wrought in our minds ; that thou art 
Love, and defireſt ro be loved, and 
— 4) ſerved by all. that worſhip 
nee. | 
Thou haſt graciouſſy wrought. in: 
him already a Lake of his Duty to- 
wards thee. Great ſorrow over- 
flows his Soul for his neglets of 
thee, and offences againſt thee.” And 
out of this depth he ſighs and groans, 
and cries unto thee with earneſt de- 
fires, and purpoſes, tolive more holily 
for the time to come. Awaken his 
mind, good Lord, to vefy ſenſible and 
thankful refleftions upon this Grace, 
which thou haſt begun to ſhew = 
e 
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Bleſs all the pious counſels and inſtru- 
Qions which thou likewiſe vouchſa- 
feſt unto him to the encouraging of 
his hope in thee, that thou who haſt be- 
gun a good work in him, — 
wilt perf ett Fg until Ser 
the day of Jeſus Chriſt, _. 

—w oe... 9 
thy Majeſty is, ſo is thy Mercy: and 
that thy power delights to ſhew it ſelf 
in doing good unto thy Creatures : e- 
ſpecially to the humble, the thankful, 
and the willing perſons who are ready 
to ſubmit themſelves to thy bleſſed 
Will. 

O that this Divine Faith may baniſh 
all thoſe fears that drive him from 
thee : and that he may rather ſear 
leſt he ſhould offend thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty, by not confiding in thoſe pro- 
miles of mercy, which thou haſt 
made in thy Holy Goſpel to all retur- 
ning ſinners. O that all his thoughts 
and care hereafter may only be to 
make his purpoſe of pleafing thee in all 
things, ſerious, hearty and unfeigned : 
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believing that thou wilt graciouſly 
accept ſuch holy reſolutions, and cer- 
tainly further and ſucceed rhem as the 
effe of thine own inſpirations. 
Suffer not his Spirit to be oppreſ- 
ſed under the ſenſe of his great weak- 
neſs; or diſcouraged, though he fall 
ſhort of his preſent holy deſires, pur- 
poſe and endeavours : but bear him 
up in a ſtrong perſwafion, that by 
ſincere, conſtant and unwearied di- 
ligence in well-doing, he ſhall at laſt 
obtain the Victory ; through the 
power of thy Holy Spirit affiſting of 
him. Make him ſee how reaſonable 
it is moſt gratefully to acknowledge 
thy Infinite Mercies, if after much 
pains, many conflits and long pati- 
ence, he may recover a ſtate of triend- 
ſhip with thee, Thar ſo he may not 
ſpend tus time in dexRed complaints, 
nor ever faint in his mind, or de- 
ſpond in the Chriſtian courſe: but 
ſtill purſue the compleat maſtery 
over himſelf, in aſſured hope that 
thou wilt be with him, and never 
leave him or forſake him. We 
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We bleſs thee for that inſtance of 
thy exceeding Grace to the chiefeſt of 
Sinners, which thou gaveſt in thy ho- 
ly Apoſtle of us Gentiles : ho was a 
Blaſphemer, and a perſe- 
cator, and injurious ; but 
for this cauſe obtained mercy, that in 
him Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew forth all 
long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them 
which ſhould hereafter believe on him 
fo life everlaft ng. 

Above all we bleſs thee for our 
Lord Jeſus himſelf, whom thou ſent- 
eſt in our Fleſh, that he might ſave 
Sinners. We bleſs thee for all the mi- 
raculous Cures which he wrought 
on miſerable Creatures, whereby he 
demonſtrated his great Charity to- 
wards us: For the gracious Procla- 
mation he hath made of thy pardon- 
ing mercy : and for the univerſal in- 
vitation which he hath given to eve- 
ry one, that is athirſt, to 
come and take the waters of 


life freely. 


x Tim, 1, 13,16 


Rev, 22, 
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3d 447 4 We thank thee for'his 
** Death upon: the ;:Croſs, 
Luke 23. 34 that he :might- make a 
AQs 5, 3r. - Propitiation for the ſins 
_ _ World : for 
is great loye in praying 
Matth.25.28. then for his bittereſt ene- 
Heb. 2, 192 nies, that they might be 
forgiyen:: for his reſurre- 
Rion and exaltation at 
thy right hand, to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance and for- 
giveneſs of ſins: and that, he hath 
given to his Apoſtles, the Miniſtry of 
reconciliation ; and admitted us into 
a Covenant of mercy and forgivenels, 
by baptiſm into- his Name ,- and hath 
Jeft us the Cup of. Bleſling, which 
is the new Covenant in .his Blood 
for the remiſſion of fins; and, given 
Power and; Authority ..to his Mini- | 
ſters to abſolve all thoſe who hear- | 
tily repent, and unfeignedly beheve 
his holy Goſpel. We. thank thee,.O 
Lord, for the aſſurance we. have 


that he lives for ever to make interceſ- 
on 


2 Cor, 5. 18, 


Heb. 4. 153 
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fron for us, and is able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all thoſe that come to thee 
by him : and that he 5 a merciful and 
aithful High-Prieſt, to make reconct- 
kiation for the fins of the people ; be- 
ing touched with a feeling of all our 
miſeries. 

We cannot doubt, O Blcfſed Gad, 
of thy gracious intentions and deſires 


. to pardon us, and to make us better, 


when we ſeriouſly meditate on all 
theſe teſtimonies of thy Divine love ; 
and on that eaſe and gentle Yoke, 
which thou layeft on us, to love thee 
with all our heart, and our Neigh- 
bour as our ſelves: and on the pro- 
miſed aſſiſtance which we have hopes 
of from above, to inſpire, enliven 
and ſtrengthen us, . to all well-doing 
and patient ſuffering, 

O that this languiſhing Soul may 
likewiſe feel the comfortable - influ- 
ence of all theſe heavenly Truths re- 
viving and cheering his Spirit into a 
good hope in thee ; that; thou wilt 
mercifully accept the .oblation_which 

| he 
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he is willing to make of himſelf to 
thee, and allo conſtantly enable him 
to offer himſelf with greater affeQi- 
.on and more pure devotion to thy 
- Service. Scatter all the Clouds that 
darken his mind, and lift upon him 
the light of thy countenance. O Give 
him the comfort of thy help again, 


Pal, 5e 12, 


I43+ (Is 


4 To 
85. 67 


» Thefi,1.11, 


3 Tim 1, 34+ 


Amen, O God of all Grace : Fulf/l in 


and eſtabliſh him with thy 
free Spirit. Quicken him, 
O Lord, for thy Names 
ſake : oe thy righteouſneſs 
ſake bring his ſoul out of 
trouble. Put gladneſs in- 
to his heart, and revrve 
him again ; that he and we 
may rejoyce in thee. Amen, 


him all the good pleaſure of thy Good- 
neſs, and the work of Faith with power - 
that the name of our Lord may be gle 
rified in him ; according to that Grace 
which was exceeding abundant, with 
faith and love which is in Chriſt Fefus : 
To whom be Glory and Praiſe for ever 
and ever, Amen, ft, 
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HE N fickneſs arreſts any per- 
ſon, it is time for him pre» 
ſently, in the very begining of it, to 
ſearch and try his ways : ſorrowfully 
to confeſs the fins of which he finds 
himſelf guilty, with a full purp-ſe of 
amendment; to adviſe with his Siri= 
tual Guide; "and before bis Spirit be 
feeble and broken, to. recomment! bime 
ſelf heartily to our Bleſſed. Saviour, b y 
and Blood ; therein making a comme- 
rece rving the communion of his Body 
moration of his | wonderful | tove, and 
devoting bimſelf again to his Service. 
And having; ſet bis Houſe "in order (as 
the Prophet ſaid' to Aezekiah, Iſa: 38. 
x.) and ſettled his Eftate, to acknows- 
ledge GO D's great Goodneſs to' him 
bitherts, and to fabmit” hiniſelf wholly 


to his) you! HY in » JO Manner as 
followeth:.: > 


A Pra yu in the beginning of a Sickneſs. 


=P the -Bovercign of- the 
World 2: _- doſt that"! thok 


plea- 
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Plal. 125, 6 Peaſe in heaven and in 
earth; anddelighteſt moſt 
in as of Bounty, as all thy Works 
every where declare ; and art full 
Ecclus. 2.11, of compaſſion and mercy, 
Jong ſuffering and very þi- 
tiful, and forgrveſt fins, and ſaveſt in 
time of affliftion. | acknowledge my 
ſelf among the reſt of thy Creatures, 
to be moſt deeply indebted to thee : 
whoſe life thou haſt prolonged to this 
time in much health, and plenty and 
peace ; together with the enjoy ment 
of ſpiritual bleſſings in the Lord Jeſus. | 
I thank thee, and praiſe thee, -all that 
is within me bleſſes thy Holy Name - 
to whoſe wiſe and good Providence I 
wholly refer my ſelf for the time to 
come; - placing my intire truſt . and 
confidence -in thy- Almighty Good- 
neſs, Faitffulneſs and . Truth; which 
endures for ever. 

-I ought to receive with. all thank- 
fulneſs whatſoever- comes from thy 
hand ;. and believe -that to oy 
for me, which thy infinite /Wudc p 

; LS. n 
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and kindneſs orders and allots for my 
Portion. Accordingly I accept with 
all humble and dutitul affeQion, this 
thy fatherly chaſtiſement. I acknow- 
ledge thy care of me, and ſubmic to 
what thou: wilt be pleaſed to' lay up- 
on me. If thou thinkeſt good to ex- 
ercile me with a longer ficknels, and 
eo let the preſent indiſpoſition of my 
Body proceed to a greater dilorder ; 
not my will, but thine, O heavenly 
Father, be done. 

I only wair on thee for the comfort- 
able Preſence of thy Holy Spirit, to 
ſupport my ' Soul by faith, and hope, 
and patience, under all the pains 1 
may endure. Lay no more upon me 
 O Father of Mercies, than I ſhall be ' 
able to bear ; and lay upon me what 
thou pleaſeſt. -Free me, for the pre- 
ſent from all murmuring and repining 
thoughts; and for the tuture, make 
the ſickneſs and anguiſh of my Body 
a bleſſed inſtrument to purge my Spt- 
rit more perfetly from all pride and 
vanity, from all covetouſneſs and 

O 3 world- 
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worldly mindedneſs, and from all in- 
ordinate.Jove of any of the pleaſures 
of thus lite. 

I believe, O bleſſed Jeſus, that thou 
liveſt for ever, who ſufferedſt and 
diedſt for us: and that thou haſt a 
great compaſſion towards thoſe, who 
would gladly follow thee though it 
be through Sufferings. Behold, Q 
Lord, | commend my ſelf to thy 
mighty love, deſiring above all things 
to be made conformable to thee, in 
meekneſs, in humility, in patience, in 
inte reſignation to God s holy will 
and pleaſure, and in perfedt fatisfaci- 
-on in his fatherly love and kindnefs, 
whatſoever my condition be. 

I am ſenſible, O God, that I have 
not employed my time to the utmoſt 
advantage of my Soul, and to thy ho- 


nour and glory ; but have waſted ma- | : 


ny precious hours, and feyeral ways 
* yere reckn PegleRed my Duty to- 
»p the ſins ym>z Wards thee *, and been 
mey have con hut an unprofitable part 
2 of this World, ſo that | 
am 
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am not worthy to continue any lon- 
ger in it. But I hope thou wilt vouch- 
fafe me thy gracious pardon, and re- 
ceive me to mercy, if thou calleſt me 
hence (for into thy hands, O-Father, 
I commend my Spirit, who halt re- 
deemed me by the precious Blood of 
Jslus Chriſt : } And that if thou pro- 
longeſt my days on Earth, [ ſhall ſerve 
thee with greater diligence, and ſtri- 
nels, and zeal and cheerfulneſs, to the 
end of my life. 
| deſire not to live, but that I may 
perfeRt holineſs in thy fear, and ſe- 
cure to my ſelf, by. doing more goad,. 
an happy entertainment into the So: 
ciety of the Bleſſed, in the other 
World. I fee already the emptineſs 
and inſufficiency of all enjoymeants 
upon Earth. AZ fleſh is graſs, and all 
the goodlineſs of it, as the 
flower of the field. The 
graſs withereth, the flower - "ag II9, $0 
fadeth: But thy Word 
ftandeth faſt for ever. In thy word” 
therefore, O Lord, and gracious'pro- 
O4 miles, 


Iſa. 40. 7, 
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miſes, is my hope. This 1s my - comfort © 
in my Afﬀudion. 

And my perfect contentment, I ſee, 
lies always in thy love and favour a- 
lone; which is better than life it ſelf. 
O ſettle me in a certain and unmove- 
able poſſeſſion of it, by what means 
thou pleaſeſt. Do but love me, and 
preſerve me in a lively ſenſe of thy 

good will towards me, and diſpoſe of 
me as thou thinkeſt- good.. 7» the 
multitude of my thoughts 
Plal. 94. 19. jw 

r within me, thy comforts 
Rom. s. 2» ſha} delight my Soul. | 
ws wall rejoyce even in the 
Plal. 23.3; Midſt of tribulations, and 
lory in thy holy name, who 
AY» makeſt of this work to- 
gether for good to them that. love thee. 
Though. I walk through the ſhadow of 
death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 
with me ; thy power, and tender care, 
they ſhall comfort me. 

Accept, Good Lord, of theſe my 

defires and Reſolutions, Hear me, 0 


Ged and have mercy upon me. = 
e 
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be thou my belper ; for Cliriſt Jeſus- 
his fake, my ever bleſſed Redeemer. 
Amen. 
T will be ſeaſonable here to put the 
Devout Reader in mind, that whey 
he is in diſtreſs, and defires Mercy of 
GOD; zt ought to excite his charity 
to others that are in miſery, and diſpoſe 
bim to ſhew mercy to them, For though 
that be not Canonical Scripture which 
we read, Tob. 12. 9. Alms doth 'elt- 
ver from death; ye? this zs: With 
the merciful, GOD will ſhew him- 
ſelf merciful. (P/al. 18. 25.) Befſed 
is he that conſidereth the poor ; the 
Lord will deliver him in time of rrou- 
ble. (Pſal. 41. I, 2, 3.) If he do not 
preſerve him and keep him alive; yet 
the Lord will ſtrengthen him- upon 
the bed of languiſhing ; he wil' make 
all his bed in hus fickneſs. Therefore as 
thou recommendeſt thy ſelf to GOD, 
and defireft others to pray with thee, fo 
remember that, Prayer is good with 
faſting, and alms, - and.righteouſnels, 
Tob. 12. 8. | 
Os A 
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A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family, 
| with the Sick Perſon. 


Lord, the Father of our Spirits: 
who grveſt to us and all crea- 
ture', life and breath, and all things. 
We finful duſt and aſhes, bluſh to 
lift up our eyes unto Heaven, when 
we conſider our vaſt diſtance from 
thee ; and refle&t upon thy unſpotted 
holineſs, and our impurity ; thy in- 
finite wiſdom, and our wretched fol- 
ly, thy power, and our weaknels ; 
thy Eternity of life,- and our ſhort 
continuance. We are but of yefterday 
Job 8. 9. and know nothing, becauſe 
our days upon earth are a 
Pal. 39. 3. ſhadow, When thou with 
Job 25.6 rebukes doft correft may for 

miquity, thou makeſt his 
beauty to conſume away like a moth : 
Sarely every man is vanity. 

But fo great is thy condeſcending 
grace, that thou haſt aſſared os thou 
wilt not deſpiſe ſuch Worms as we 
are 
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are. Nay, thou haſt encourageg 
us, bleſſed be thy goodneſs, to ap» 
proach unto thee with fome confi-: 
dence, that thou wilt mercifully 're- 
ceive us, though we have highly of- 
fended thy Divine Majeſty : Having 
ſent thy dear Son into the world to 
ſave ſinners ; to purifie our natures; 
to endue us with a divine underſtand- 
ing, to ſtrengthen our weakneſs; and 
to comfort us with the hope of an - 
zmmortal life. | 

Behold, O Lord, the oblation which 
we make to thee of moſt thankful 
hearts, devoted to thy fervice ; whoſe 
love and tender mercies have ſo ex- 
ceedingly abounded towards us. We 
will praiſe thee, and glorifie thee as - 
long as we have any being, for this 
great ſalvation which Chriſt Jeſus 
hath brought to light by his reſurre- 
Aion from the dead to an eternal King- 
dom in the Heavens. We are humbly 
bold to oy in thee, that thou who 


haſt not ſpared thy own RY = 


Son, but delivered him up 


for 
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for us all, wilt with him alſo freely grve 
. ws all things, O thou Father of mer- 
cies and God of all comfort, who haſt 
not thought a Crown of everlaſting 
life and glory too much to promiſe us: 
we believe that thou wilt not deny 
vs what is needful and fit for us, both 
for our ſouls, and our bodies, in our 
paſſage through this world to that ho» 
nour, glory and immortality. 

In this confidence we more parti- 
cularly recommend this thy ſick ſer- 
vant to thy infinite and moſt compal- 
fionate mercy. Settle in 
* bis foul a ſtedfſaſt faith, 
that thou doſt not willingly grieve the 
children of men ; but intendef good 
to him, by this Af:Rion And now that 
other pleaſures and enjoyments fail 
him, repreſent thy (lt effeRually un- 
to him as his true happineſs and ſatis- 
faction. Whereinſoever he hath neg- 
leed thee, or committed any offence 
againſt thee, make him deeply (enſi- 
ble of, and heartily ſorrowful for, his 
folly. And as he earneſtly deſires _ 

on 


* Oy ber. 
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don and forgiveneſs of thee ; ſo work 
in him a ſerious reſolution to live more 
circumſpeatly and exaQly in time to 
come. Afliſt him graciouſly, O Lord, 
that he may give a proof of his ſin- 
cere intentions hereafter, to ſubmit 
himſelf in all things to thy will, by 
bis patient ſubmiſſion to thy — 
correqion now. O that he may 
quietly, ſo- meekly, ſo humbly and 
cheerfully reſign his will unto thee, 
to ſuffer what thou inflicteſt ; that he 
may be the more diſpoſed readily to 
deny his own deſires, in doing what- 
ſoever thou commandelt. 

For which end make him throughly 
apprehenſive of thy Sovereign power 
and authority over all creatures. Pol- 
ſels him with a great reverence of thy 
wiſdom and juttice; with an intire 
confidence in thy goodneſs, and cha- 
rity; and with a thankful remem- 
brance of all thy paſt mercies to him; 
which have been innumerable ; that 
ſo he may the better indure what thou 
layeſt upon bim at preſent ; and ever 
chufe 
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chuſe to follow thy direQions, and 
fubmit to thy orders, and love thy 
commandments, and delight to do 

Bleſs and fucceed thoſe Remedies 
that are uſed for the reſtoring him to 
his former health ; that he may live 
to perform his holy purpoſes. Or if 
thou haſt otherwiſe appointed, accept | 
of them graciouſly ; and diſpoſe him 
to return back bis ſpirit willingly unto 
thee who gaveſt it; and with great 
humility and deep ſenſe of his own 
undeſervings to expe thy mercy de- 
clared in Chriſt Feſus, who hath fo 
highly merited of thee. Fix his mind 
ſtedfaſtly upon him, who hath led the 
way through the grave unto heaven : 
that he may not be affrighted with 
the approaches of death ! bur looking 
beyond it to that high and holy place 
where the Lord Jelus is, may rejoice 
m hope of thy eternal glory. 

And give every one of us in our 
beſt eſtate of health, to conſider per- 
petually how frail and weak we s oh. 
£ 
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that ſo we may not abuſe our ſelves 
by an intemperate uſe of any of the 
pleaſures of ſenſe ; nor load our minds 
with the cares of this life : nor ſpend 
our days in a vain purſuit of the ho- 
nour and glory of this world : But 
may paſs all the time of our 

ſojourning here in fear ;and 2 ” EP 
live ſo ſoberly, righteouſly 

and godly in this preſent world, as be- 
comes thoſe who expe ſhortly to 
give an account to thee, who wilt 
judge all men according to their 
work. Hear us, O Lord, we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee, through Chriſt 
Jeſus our merciful and compaſſionate 
High-Prieſt; who fits at thy right 
hand, and lives for ever to make In- 
terceſſion for us. In whoſe Name we 
continue to recommend our ſelves, 
and friends, and all thy people to thee, 
as he hath taught us ; ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


394 
A Shorter. 


WE proſtrate our ſelves before 
thee O Lord of Heaven anJd 
Earth; acknowledging that we are 
but duſt and aſhes at the beſt, and 
have made our ſelves finful duſt and 
aſhes; utterly unworthy to ſpeak un- 
to thee, either for our ſelves or for 
others. We moſt humbly andearneſt- 
ly beg thy gracious pardon; and be- 
ſeech thee, tor Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, 
to accept of our unfeigned ſorrow for 
what is paſt,. and of our ſincere pur- 
poſes by thy gracious aſſiſtance (which 
we know thou wilt not deny us) to 
live more foberly, rig\\teouſly and 
godly for the time to come. | 
More particularly we implore thy 
grace and favour towards this thy fick 
ſervant, in whom we ſee how weak 
and frail we all are. Work in him * 
» a true and hearty re- 
aiens pentance for all the ſins 

he hath committed, in thought, word 
or 
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or deed, againſt thy Divine Majeſty. . 
Give him a lively and ſtedfaſt faith in 
thy Son Jeſus, who died for our of- 
fences, and was raiſed again for our 
juſtification. Fill him with a revive- 
ing hope of that immortal life, which 
he hath purchaſed and promiſed ; and 
with a powerful ſenſe of thy fatherly 
love to him, and tender care over 
him in the moſt afflicted condition. 
Let him feel thou loveſt him, by thy 
heavenly ſupports and comforts vouch» 
ſafed to him from above; and by be- 
ſtowing on him perfe@ patience, . and 
abſolute ſubmiſſion to thee, during 
this ſickneſs. | 

We know there is nothing impol- 
ſible with thee, but that if thou wilt, 
thou canſt raiſe him up, and grant hins 

a longer continuance in this world. 

'O that it may be thy gracious plea- 
ſure to reſtore him to us ! may it pleaſe 
thee to fave him and deliver him, for 
thy goodneſs ſake, O Lord. Bleſs all 
the” means that are uſed for his preſer- 


vation, and make them efteQtual. Re- 
buke 
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buke bis diſeaſe by thy all powerful 
Word, and command it to leave him. 
And in the mean time, help him meek. 
ly to reſign bimſelf to thy wiſdom, and 
humbly to confide in thy lovirg 
kindneſs; and quietly to wait upon 
thee, for caſe and refreſhment at 
preſent, and for perfet health and 
ſtrength at laſt. 

Which we earneſtly beſeech thee, 
in thy good time to beſtow upon him, 
for the ſake of him who is the Reſur- 
reftion and the life, the Healer and 
Repairer of our decayed Nature, the 
Saviour both of foul and body, our 
commpaſlianate Interceſſor with thee, 
who can have a feeling of all our In- 
firmities and Miſeries, and we believe 
is always ready to ſuccour thoſe who 
in all their troubles make him their 
Refoge: To whom, with thee, O 
Father Almighty, in the Unity of 
the ſame eternal Spirit, be all honour 
and glory, thankſgiving and praiſe, 
ſubmiſſion and reverence, love and 


obſervance, chearful ſervice and 
hearty 
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hearty obedience, both now and for 
evermore. Amen. 


_— 


_— — — 


A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family or 
Friends, when a Sickneſs continues 


long. 'S 


Ehold, O Lord, thy poor unwore- 
thy ſervants, who here moſt 
humbly bow themſelves unto thee ; 
| acknowledging that we deſerve not . 
to live, nor to have the leaſt regard 
from thee in our diſtreſs, whom . we 


fo much negleted when we enjoyed 
our hearts deſire. Be merciful unto 
us O Lord, be merciful unto us, for 
the fake of him, who ſhed his own 
moſt precious Blood for the ſalvation 
of returning ſinners. We come unto 
thee with forrowful hearts, bewailing 
our fooliſh wandrings from thee ; and 
with ſincere love, vowing more faith- 
ful obedience hereafter to thee. 
Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs that we 


have ſuch good hope thou wilt we 
ca 
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caſt us off ; but reſtore us again into 
thy grace and favour. -It encourages 
us to hope in thee alſo for this thy ſick 
ſervant, here lying under thy band in 
great weakneſs of body. Look gra- 
ciouſly upon him (or her) O Lord, 
and row that his outward man is much 
decayed, ſtrengthen him, we beſeech thee 
fo much the more by the grace of thy holy 
Spirit in his imvard man. Give himun- 
feigned repentance for all the errors 
of his life paſt ; a ſtedfaſt faith in thy 
Son Jeſus; a comfortable aſſurance of 
the truth of all his precious promiſes ; 
a lively hope of that immorta[l-bliſs, in 
which he reigns for .evermore; and 
a ſtrong ſenſe of thy fatherly love to 
him, and care over him, under this 
fore and grievous afflition : which 
may make him heartily love thee, 
and entirely confide in thee, and ab- 
ſolutely reſjgn both foul and body 
to thy wiſe diſpoſal. 

We know there is nothing too 
hard for thee ; but that, if thou wilt, 
thou canſt bring him up, even mw 

rac 


£ _— a. Av. ___ w—_ 
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the Gates of Death, and grant him a 
longer continuance among us. May 
it be thy good pleaſure, O moſt gra- 
cious God, ſtill to continue him / 
Spare him, O Lord, and deliver hims 
alſo ſpeedily from this miſery, under 
which he hath ſo long groaned. Bleſs 
all the means that are uſed for. hs re- 
covery ; and for the ſupport of bx 
ſpirits; and give him refreſhment, 
during this tedious ſickneſs. Releaſe 
him from his pain, or grant him ſome 
eaſe; or elſe increaſe and ſtrengthen 
his patience. Help him, in remem- 
brance of thy paſt loving-kindneſs, 
to truſt in thy goodneſs, and ſubmit 
to thy wiſdom, and bear with an e- 
qual mind, what thou thinkeſt fit to 


lay upon him: that he approving 


himſelf to thee, in theſe and all other 


| vertues, while thou tryeſt him by (o. 


fore an afflition; may ſay at the 
laſt, it was good for me that I was in 
trouble. d | 
Unto thy "infinite Mercies we. re- 

commend-h/_; and to the compaſlio- 
{2 nate 
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nate kindneſs of our Lord Jeſus. Who 
we hope will hear all the Prayers of 
hu friends for bim every where; and 
ſend his good ſpirit to be bis Com- 
forter, and hs good Angels to be hi 
Guardians; and diret thoſe who are 
to adviſe and preſcribe the means of 
his reſtauration, and bring him to 
praiſe thee again in the Aſſemblies of 
thy Saints on earth; or if thou haſt 
otherwiſe diſpoſed in thy wiſe Coun- 
els, to praiſe thee in the great Aſſer- 
bly of Saints and Angels in Heaven ; 
> dh Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
only Saviour ; to whom with thee 


and obedience, world without end. 
Amen. 


A Prayer to be ſaid by the Family or 
= whes the fick: IWp3 wants 


A 


Dored be thy Love, thy wor 
derful Love, O [moſt gracious 
God, who haſt fo:many ways. _—_ 


and thy holy Spirit, be all praiſe, love' 


2 ew aw > fu Wa 
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0 | fed thy 'bounty towards us. - Thy 
ff Mercies in Chriſt Jeſas turpaſs all our 
I | thoughts. Nor are we able to num- 
* | ber all the other bleſſings, thou haſt 
| beſtowed on us. How much do we 
* i owe thee, for the quiet ſleep of but 
one night! We ſee in this thy poor 
| 8 afflicted ſervant, how much we ought 
' 8 to thank thee for this fingle bleſſing ; 
that our eyes, when we would cloſe 
them, are not held waking. 

Pardon, Good Lord, our foul in- 
gratitude for this and all the reſt of 
thy undeſerved Mercies.” And be 
pleaſed graciouſly alſo to viſit bim *, 
who ſllJanguiſhes oh ,,, ,. 
bs lick bed ; looking up : 
to thee, from whom cometh our help. 
Renew his waſted ſpirits with com- 

fortable ſleep. Compoſe him to a 
ſweet and undiſturbed reſt. Refreſh 
4im thereby ſo ſenſibly, that he may be 
reſtored to ſuch a degree of ſtrength, 
as may make him able, in ſome mea- 
fare, affeQionately ro acknowledge 
thy goodneſs, when thou haſt dealt 
fo bountiful with him, Or 
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Or if thou delayeſt to beſtow that 
bleſſing on him, O God, that in the 
multitude of hs thoughts within him, 
thy comforts may delight hz ſoul. If 
he be ſtill toſſed upon a weariſom 
Bed without any reſt, O that bs 
mind may reft and repoſe it telf in the 
boſom of thy deareſt love ; and "may: 
feel the moſt © ſenſible conſolations 
from Heaven, not only quieting, but 
greatly rejoycing hs heart. Preſerve 
the uſe of his underſtanding- and let 
the enemy have no advantage of him: 
but make him able to fay, 7 will wait 
hos patiently for the Lord, til 

1 be encline his ear unto me 
and hear my ory. 

O hear his prayer, 0 Lord, and give 

ear anto His cry. O ſpare 
Pla 39: 1% him chat ke, —_ 


TY ftrength before he go hence 


and be no more. 
Amen, 'for Jeſus Chriſt * his ſake, 
P 


> ow 


— — — 


he dhe... 29 3. A. a. 


—_ 


_— 
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A Prayer fo be Jaid by the Family or 
Friends, when the fick perſon grows 
light headed. 


Lord, look down from Heaven 
in much pity and compallion, 
upon this thy afflicted Servant ; who 
is not able now to look up unto thee. 
The ſadder * his condition 
grows, the fitter object it is 
of thy infinite tender mercies. Who 
accepteſt, we believe, of the Submi(- 
fion he made of bimſelf, in the begin» 
ning of his ſficknels, to thy Almighty 
wiſdom and goodneſs: And therefore, 
fiace it is thy pleaſure to ſuffer his di- 
ſemper to proceed to this dangerous 
extremity wilt no leſs graciouſly love 
him, and delight in him, than if he 
could ſtill give vp 4z/elf to thy blef- 
ſed will. 

And hear, O moſt merciful Father, 
our prayers in hzs behalf. Excite them 
allo to a greater ardency than ever 
for him, now that he can no longer 

P ' com> 


E Or ber. 
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commend himſelf to thy mercies. Par- 
don, -Good Lord, pardon all hzs fins. 
Impute not to h;m any of bis former 
« follies. Lay- not to hs charge his not 
improving, or any ways miluſing of 
his reaſon and underſtanding. Which 
we earneſtly, but humbly intreat thee 
-to reſtore to him, together with ſuch 
a meaſure of thy divine grace, as may 
.quicken and alſliſt him then to employ 
bis thoughts to the beſt purpoſes : e- 
ng of thy mercies, 
in ſtudying thy praiſe, and in exhort- 
ing all others to love thee, and truſt 
thee, and ſincerely obey thee. 


And while be remains thus depri- 
ved of his reaſon, be pleaſed to quiet 
and compole his ſpirits, or to prevent 
all furious motions there, or quickly 
to abate ſuch viokent paſſions, if any 
ariſe. For which end be pleaſed to 
remove all frightful Imagioations far 
from him; and ſuffer not the evil one 
to approach him ; preſerve him from 


doing any harm, either to h:mſe/f, or 
t0 
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to any other. Forſake him not, 0 Lord. 
0 our God, be not far from 
him. Make haſte to help Plal-38.21,226 
him, O Lord, ozr Salvati- pai, 40, I7« 
ou. He u poor and needy, 
but the Lord thinketh on Pal. 58.7, | 
him : Thos art oar helper 
and deliverer, make no Pal. 99, 13; 
tarrying, O our God. So | 
will we all give thanks unto thee for 
ever. We will be ſtil praifing thee ; 
and ſhewing forth thy loving kindneſs 
to thoſe who ſucceed us. That they may 

ſet their hope in thee our God ; and not 

forget thy works, but keep thy command- 
ments. 

Amen, Amen; make us all fo hap» 
py for Jcſus Chriſt his fake. Amer. 


A Prayer to be ſaid by any Pious pere 
ſor for a Sick Neighbour. 


Moſt gracious God, who by thy 
5on Jelus halt kn 1 us all roge- 
ther 1a one body: ihat v4 ſhyuals love 
FP 2 one 
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one another ; and whether one member 
ſuffer, all the members ſhould ſuffer with 
it, or one member be honoured, all the reſt 
ſhowld rejoyce with it : I humbly implore 
thy tender mercies towards N. N. of 
whoſe affiifted condition I deſire to 
have a compaſſionate ſenſe and feeling, 
Look graciouſly upon 
him *, O Lord, and vi- 
fit him with thy ſalvation. Vouch- 
fafe him ſuch conſolations from above 
as | ſhould deſire for my ſelf, were 1 
tn bis eſtate. Give him a true peni- 
rent heart for all the offences he hath 
at any timecommitted: togerher with 
a lively faith in thy Son Jeſus, who 
came :nto the World to fave ſinners. 
Give bim the comtort of a holy hope 
that thou accepteſt his repentance, 
and faithtul devotion to thee. Sup- 
port him by this hope under all b;s 
pain, and enable him patiently to 
ſubmit to thy fatherly correction. 
Send him help now in time of need 
both for hi ſoul and for hs body. 
Bleſs the means of hs recovery. _ 


* Or Her. 
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if it be thy good pleaſure, reſtore him 
ſpeedily to bs former health ; roge- 
ther with a ſerious reſolution in bs 
heart, to ſerve thee more zealouſly 
all his days. | 
Or if thou haſt otherwiſe reſolved 
in thy wiſe Counlels, deliver him from 
the tear of death ; aſſiſt him-in his laſt 
agony : give him an cafe and cheer- 
fal paſſzge our of this lite ; and ſend 
thy holy Angels to condudt him into 
reſt and peace with oar Lord Jeſus. 
To whom with- thee, O Father of 
mercics, and-thy holy Spirit, be gi- 
ven all honour, glory and praiſe, by 
all creatures in heaven and earth, 
from this time forth and for ever- 
more. Amen. 


F the Diſeaſe proceed to ſuch an ex- 
tremity, that in all appearance the 
Soul is ready to depart, there is a Com- 
mendatory Prayer appointed in the 
publick Offices of Devotion, to be ſaid 
Z the Miniſter, whoſe afiſtance then 

ure will be defired. And befides, the 
P 2 fick 
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fick perſon bimſelf, as long as he is able, 
may thas recommend bis ſoul unto At- 
mighty God. 


—— 


A Prayer when a Perſon % givi 
up the Ghoſt. rt, 


Refign my ſpirit, O God, moſt 

chearfully into thy hands ; hope- 
10g to find mercy with thee through 
Chriſt Jeſus. 1 know no other name 
under Heaven whereby I may be fa- 
. ved, bur thine alone, O bleſſ=zd Jeſus; 
who waft dead, and art a- 
trove again, and liveſt for 
evermore. | come unto thee, O Lord, 
confiding in thy moſt precious promi- 
ſes, (which I believe are faitbful and 
true as thou art) for pardon and for 
immortal life. 

Accept | beſcech thee, of my moſt 
hearty thanks, for all thy mercics to 
me, from the beginning of my life to 
this moment. Pals by all my mgrati- 
tude and diſobedience. Receive me 
into 


Rex. rt. 38. 


An 4d of Refrgnation, &c. 7319" 
into the company of the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfett, to give thee thaoks 
for ever. 

And as [ defire to find mercy with 
thee ; ſo I forgive all my enemies 
Beſeeching thee likewiſe to forgive 
them, and to bleſs and comfort all 
my friends, and to make thy whole 
Church glorious : and to bring us all 
at laſt to live rogether in everlaſting 
love and joy, through Chriſt Jeus. 
Ames. 


bk — — — 


An AT of Reſignation when 8 Friend 
15 Dead. 


[| AJore thee, O- Lord, I bow my 

will, with my whole ſoul, to 
thee; whoſe Fudgments are unſearchable, 
and whoſe ways are paſt finding out. | 
believe thou intendeſt to do me geod, 
even by denying my earneſt, and ſo 
often repeated deſires. 7 will Bleſs the 
Lord therefore at all times. The Lord 
P 4 gave, 


wan 
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gave, and the Lord hath taken away : 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 

| have rece:ved innumerable good 
things from thy hands, O Father of 
Mercies, why ſhould I not receive 
thoſe that are evil ? The Cup which my 
Father hath given me, ſhall I not drink 
zt 2 Thumbly take it from thy hands, 
© my God, and ſubmit to thy wile 
diſpenſation. I return to thee back 

again, that which thou ſo lovingly 
beſtowedſt upon me; with my moſt 
hearty thanks for lending me the en- 
joy ment of it ſo long. Do but par- 
don all my ingratitude, all the omiſ- 
fions of my Daty, and whatſoever [ 
have done contrary to it; and [ ſhall 
endeavour to rejoice in thee always, 
and ftill to be praiſing thee under the 
ſharpeſt chaſtiſements, which are leſs 
than | deſerve. 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that I am 
not without hope of this gracious par- 
don. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that 
thou haſt not taken away thy holy 
EM from me. Yea, bleſied be that 
Good 


when aFriend is dead. 32+ 
Goodneſs, that hath left me fill (o 
many- worldly Blefſings, which ma- 
ny want, and have loſt their deareſt 
Relations too. It is of the Lord's. 
mercy, that lovers, Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, together, with all other 
comforts of this life, are not quite 
gone away foom me, and removed 
into darkneſs. Blefied be God, that 
I am not groaning on a ſick Bed; and 
that I languiſh not under the moſt te- 
dious pains [bled be God that I want 
not my daily bread, that I am not op- 
preſſed with debt, that 1 lie not in pri- 
ſon, or am not turned out. of doors, ba- 
ving no certain dweiling place] Yea, 
bleſſed be God that all: my days have 
not been ſo miſerable, as ſome few 
have been. Bleſſed be God that the 
days which I and He*, +, 
(who hath now left me) 
{peat together, were - not all bitter- 
neſs and ſorrow ; but were-ſweetned 
by the enjoymeat of many, very ag- 
ny good things. | 2 
OQ.my Soul, never ceaſe ts bleſs the 
P 5 Lord ; 
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Lord, forget not all his benefits. E- 
ſpecially his great love, his exceeding 
great love in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom 
he hath provided a remedy for all 
our griefs, and comforted us with the 
hope of another and better life, 
where there is no death, nor any pain 
or ſorrow, but all tears ſhall be wi- 

away from our Eyes. 

To thee I flee, O bleſſed Feſus, who 
art my beſt and my Eternal Friend. 
To thee who knoweſt our frame, and 
canſt have compaſſton on our infir- 
miries, moſt humbly befeeching thee, 
to bear me up under this fore affli&i- 
on, in a thankful remembrance of all 
thy mercies. Yea, draw up my heart 
thereby more towards Heaven; where 
thou, my life, art {where | hope my 
Husband, Wife, or Friend is] where [ 
tope to be when thou ſhalt eall me 
away from hence : There to Ging thy 
Praiſes with inceſſant joy, in the com- 
pany of all thy Saints, and of the ho- 
ly Angels. Amer, Amen. 


A 
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A Prayer when there is fome hope of 
2» Sick Mavs's Recovery. 


We: caſt down our ſelves before 
thee, O Father of Mercies, 
and God of all comfort, to implare 
thy Grace and favour towards this thy 
Servant ; who ſtill lies under thy hand 
in great weaknels of Body. We thank 
thee, O Lord, that be* ,, 

is no weaker ; but though 

he be brought very low, we have ſome 
hope thou wilt raiſe þim up again, | 
Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that he is 
not gone down into filence, and hath 
not made his B-d ia the Duſt. Bleſſed 
be thy Goodneſs. 


O thou Preſerver of men, who haſt 

n to revive and quicken him a- 
gain; go on to perfe&t that which 
belongs to hs Cure, and forlake not 
the work of thy own hands. Repair 
all the decays in h&s outward man 
that hs mind may alſo recover its 
former 
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former ſtrength, to praiſe and bleſs 
thy Goodneſs to him. 

* And viſit h;m.in the mean time with 
thy heavenly conſolation from above. 
Fill him with comfortable thoughts 
of thy love and of the tender, com- 
«Paſſionate care, which our Lord Jeſus 
takes of all his affli&ed Servants. En- 
due bim ſtill with more patient ſub- 
miſſion to thy Will. And enable him 
both quietly to wait upon thee, till 
thou h-'ſt finiſhed his recovery ; and 
alſo to continne ſtedfaſtly reſolved to 
ſerve thee more faithfully with his re- 
ſtored ſtrength, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 
By whom, and with whom, in the 
Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all honour 
and Glory be unto thee, O Father Al 
mighty, World without end. Amen. 


A thaskſeiving for the beginning of 
a Recovery. | 

() Moft great ard mighty Lojd 

who Kieſt and makeſt alive, whe 


Erinze | 
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bringeft down to the grave, 
and bringeſt up again. We 
thy poor Creatures (moſt infinitely 
obliged to be thy faithful Servants) 
who have ſo often ſorrowtfully caſt 
down our ſelves before thee, to im- 
plore thy mercy towards this our af- 
flited Friend ; do now molt joyfully 
fall upon our Knees, to thank thee 
with cne accord, for the gracious au- 
dience thou haſt given to our Prayers. 
Deſiring to have our hearts raiſed to 
as great a degree of fervent love to 
thee, as they were of paſſionate de- 
fires that thou wouldeſt 
ſpare him * from going 
down to the grave. 
Bleſſed be God, who hath not turned 
away our prayer, ner his mercy from 
us, Bleſſed be God for preſerving 
our dear Friend, who is ſtill in the 
land of the living, Bleſied be thy 
wonderful Goodneſs ( which we will 
never forget) who haſt, in ſome mea- 
ſure, turned our heavinels into joy, 
and our mourning into gladneſs. ws 
| — 5 


1 Sim. 2. 8, 


* Or Her, 


326 A Thankſgiving for 

ſed be thy Goodneſs, who haſt bee 
to lift him up from the'Gates of Death 
and reſtored h:m to fome degree of 
health. Yea, bleſſed be that  Good- 
peſs, which did not forſake him in hs 
fickneſs; but viſited bim with com- 
forts from above, ſupported him in 
patience and ſubmiffion to thy Will, 
ſent him ſeaſonable relief, and pro- 
fpered the endeavours of thoſe, who 
conſulted for bjs preſervation. 

We hope we ſhall never ceaſe to 
fpeak of thy loving kindneſs; but be 
ftill praiſing thee, whoſe mercy en- 
dures for ever. Who we hope alſo 
will proceed to conſummate thy mer- 
cy towards him by raiſing him up to 
praiſe thee together with us, in per- 
fet health of Body, and vigour of 
Mind, and cheerſulneſs of Spirir. 

For which end be pleaſed ſtill to 
dire and bleſs the Medicines that are 
preſcribed for the perfeting of bis 
Cure. Succeed them, O Lord, that 
be may be able at laſt to go into thy 
Houſe, to offer thee an oblation with 


great 
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great gladneſs ; and to bleſs thy holy 
Name for thy wonderful] works to- 
wards him, and towards the Children 
of men : through Jefus Chriſt our 
Bleſſed Saviour, to whom with thee, 
and the holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory, World without end. 4- 
men. 


FF God be pleaſed to reflore the fick 

perſon to a ſtate of Health, publick 
Thankſgiving onght to be rendred to Al. 
mighty GOD for it. And together 
with the Sacrifice of Praiſe, which is 
the fruit of our lips (Heb. 13.15, 16.) 
be ought not to forget to do good and 
to communicate to them that are in 
miſery: for with ſuch Sacrifices GOD 
is well pleaſed. And 7o preſerve a 
grateful remembrance of GO D's mer- 
CY ; bere follows a Form of Thanſgi- 
ving to be uſed in private by himſelf, 
and by his friends, that are concerned 
t bis Recovery. 
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A- Thankſgtving after Recovery from a 
Sicknels, to be ſaid by the Perſon 
himſelf who is reſtored to health. 


God, the Fountain of Life and 

of all good;: who art conti- 

nually more and more pouring forth 

thy benefits upon us. I thy poor 

Creature, whoſe life thou haſt merci- 

fully fpared when I deſerved to be 

cut off, proſtrate my ſelf in an hum- 

ble ſence of thy Divine Goodneſs, to 

render thee my moſt hearty thanks, 

and to renew my vows, which I made 

in the day of my: diſtreſs. 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all 

that is within me, bleſs his 

Plal. 103-12 holy name. Bleſs the Lord 

3, 0c. | 

Plal, 24.8. O my ſouh and forget not 

Plal. 118-17, aff bs benefits. Who for- 
18. : a + a 

giveth all thine iniquities : 

who healeth all thy diſea- 

fes. Who redeemed . thy 

life from deſtruition : who crowneth 

thee with loving kindneſs and tender 


Wercies, 


Plal.'11r._1 
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mercies. Who ſatisfieth thy month with 
good things : fo that thy Touth is re- 
newed like the Eagles. The Lord is 
\ merciful and gracious, ſliw to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy. He will not 
always chide; neither will he keep his 
anger for ever. He hath not dealt with 
me after my fins; nor rewarded me ac- 
cording to my iniquities. But as far 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt; ſo far 
hath he removed my tranſgreſſions from 
me. O taſte and ſee my Soul, hw 
gracious the Lord is : bleſſed is the man 
that truſteth in him. I ſhall not die, 
but live, and declare the works of the 
Lord. The Lord hath chaſtened me 
fore : bat he hath not given me over 
unto death. 

I will give thanks therefore unto the 
Lord with my whole heart; ſecretly a- 
mong the faithful, and in the Congree 
gation, | can do no leſs than dedi- 
cate this new life, which thou haſt 
beſtowed upon me, intirely to thy 
ſervice; reſolving to employ more vi- 


gorouſly all thoſe powers of Soul and 
Body, 
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Body, which are fo graciouſly refto- 
red unto me, unto thy Honour and 
Glory. 

For which end I moſt earneſtly de- 
fire to have a lively ſence preſerved in 
my mind, of thoſe things which were 
molt powerful to move my heart to- 
wards thee, -in the time of my fick- 
neſs. O that this World may ever 
appear unto me, as it was then repre-- 
ſenred to my mind ! That I may ne- 
yer ſet my heart too much upon theſe 
periſhing enjoyments, and ſhort fatis- 
fatians; nor ever negleR theſe, whoſe 
favour and grace I then ſought fo 
carveſtly as my chiefeſt good : but 
remembring how little comfort | 
could find in any thing here ; what a 
joy it was to have any hope in thee, 
the eternal God ; and how that i my 
beſt eſtate I am but altogether wanity 
I may moſt ferioufly apply my elf 
to work out my ſalvation with fear and 
trembling: and give all diligence to 
ſettle « Redfaſt hope 1n thee, that ne- 


ver may. be ſhaken. 


Make 
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_ _—_— to GN that 
my days are but like a ſba- 
x no declineth, and gr ng "we 
that I wither like the graſs. © 
But thou, O Lord, ſhalt endure for e- 
ver, for thou art the ſame, and thy 
years ſhall have no end, That lo | 
' may neither ſeek my happineſs in this 
dying life, but in thy endleſs love and 
favour ; nor be ſlothſul in , 
-  Gafineſs; But fervent in ; 
BW /pirit. ſerving the Lord. 
. Bleſſed be thy goodneſs that I feel 
"WH theſe haly thoughts and deſires ftill 
| remaining in me. Excite me, | hum» 
8 bly befcech, thee continually to renew 
them, that no Day may pals with- 
out ſerious refkRions upon thy pati= 
ent and long ſuffering kindneſs to- 
wards me ; upon the ſhortneſs of this 
life; the uncertainty of all earthly 
comforts ; and the happineſs -of ha- 
ving a good hope in thee, by ſtedfaſt 
continuance in well-doing. And 
tet theſe thoughts be fo deeply im- 
printed in my heart; that my affe- 
ions 


bk. T 
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Qions may be weaned thereby from 
all things here below, and fet on 
things above, where Chriſt is at thy 
right hand. 

O that I may defire and covet thoſe 
heavenly things for my Portion more 
than I do to eat and drink, or enjoy 
any other pleaſure of this life. Make 
me to rejoyce in them more than in 
a whole World of other comforts : and 
to ſtand in greater fear of loſing them 
than I do to die, or endure any miſe- 
ry. Preſerve in me, good Lord, ſuch 
a ſober and conſiderate diſpoſition of 
mind that I may never be proud, 
who am, I ſee, but Duſt and. Aſhes: 
nor confident of my own ſtrength and 
power, which - is but weakneſs and 
vanity: not diſtruſtful of thee, who 
art ſo gracious and merciful, as well 
as mighty, toſave. Sutter me not to 
fink under any diſcouragements, who 
have the everlaſting arms under me, 
the Wiſdom of Heaven to dire and 
guide me, and the infinite Treaſures 
of Goodneſs to ſupply all. my necel- 
fities, And 


— 
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And more particularly, I beſeech 
thee to give me grace by my late con- 
finement, weakneſs, dulneſs, want of 
appetite and reſt, to learn to value 
very highly the benefits of liberty, 
ſtrength and quickneſs of all my ſen- 
ſes ; and to bleſs thee more than ever 
| have done, for the conſtant refreſh- 
ments of my food in the Day, and 
of undiſturbed fleep in the Night, 
together with the reſt of the plea- 
ſures of life, to which thou haſt re- 
ſtored me with my health. 

Make me Perfealy contented in a- 
ny ſtate and condition, whilſt I enjay 
ſo great a bieſlingas that, which com- 
prehends ſo many others in it. And 
when thou art pleaſed to take it again 
away from me; O that I may be 
able to be contented then alſo, in a 
remembrance of all thy paſt kindneſ- 
ſes to me, and of a well-ſpent life, and 
careful improvement of this renewed 
kealth - and in hope of thy continued 
mercies to me in Chriſt Jeſus, even 
to eternal life, To which I hum» 
bly 
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bly beſeech thee to bring me by an 
unchangeable love and cbedience to 
thee in all the changes and alterations 
of this mcrtal life; for his ſake who 
loved me and gave\himſelf for me 
To whom with thy felf, in the Unity 
of the {ame Spirit ; be glory ever- 
laſting. Amex. 


— 


A Thankſgiving to be ſaid by the 
Family. 


Moſt holy, great and glorious 
God, the Almighty Creator 
of Heaven and Earth; who upholdeſt 
all things by the word of thy power, 
20d governeſt the whole World with 
admirable wiſdom, juſtice and mercy, 
Thou deſerveſt the higheſt acknow- 
ledgments of all rhby Creatures. The 
Praiſes of Angels are not worthy of 
thee ; nor any of their rhovghts equal 
to thy infinite Majeſty. What can we 
vile Creatures :hcn ipeak of thee; or 
what thoughts thall we frame of rhy 
Per- 
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PerfeQions 2 Eſpecially of the tran- 
fendent love, which hath moved thee 
in. much compaſlion to conſider our 
weaknefles, and help our infirmities 2 
Thou baſt raught us by our Lord Jefus 
what we ſhould think of thee; having 
vouchſafed to dwell among us, and 
make thy ſelf viſible unto us, not only 
2s the moſt Wiſe and Mighty ; but as 
the moſt Holy, Righteous, Gracious 
and Merciful Lord, who deſigneſt the 
oreateſt Bleſſings to us. 

But now that we fee thee, we have 
the greateſt reaſon to abhor our ſelves 
io Duſt and Aſhes; when we conſider 
how unhke we are unto thee in thoſe 
excellent qualities, wherein thou haſt 
made thy ſelf known unto us ; and 
bow unthankful we have been unto 
thy Divine Goodneſs, which haſt ſo 
ſtrangely condeſcended unto us ; who 
are unworthy of the leaft regard from 
thee. And yet ſuch is thy tender mer- 
cy and pity towards us that thou haſt 
declared thy ſelf willing to entertain 
even the greateſt Sinners into thy fa- 
vour, 
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vour by - making them better. We 
our ſelves have received innumerable 
tokens of thy great clemency, pati- 
. ence and torbearance. And now lately 
thou haſt been pleaſed to give us a 
new inſtance of thy loving kindneſs, 
and of thy deſtre to win our hearts 
unto thee in reſcuing one of us from 
going down into the Grave, and 
reſtoring him to health and ſtrength 
apain. 

The living, the living, O Lord, ſhall 
praiſe thee as we do this 
day : Yea, we wall Heſs 
thy name as long as we live, 
Plal, 104. 33. and fing praiſes unto thee, 
as long as we have any be- 
Plal. 86.12.13 9g. We will praiſe thee, 
Plal. 118: 149 O Lord our Ged, with all 
's- our heart : and glorifie thy 
Name for evermore. For great is thy 
mercy towards us: and thou haſt deli- 
wvered the foul of thy ſervant from the 
loweſt Hell. The Lord is our ſtrength 
and our ſong : and is become our ſalua- 
tion. The woice of joy and bealth is in 
OUT 


Iſai. 38. 19. 
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our dwellings : the __——_—_— | 
Lord Pirie. mighty things to paſs. 

O that there were ſuch an KL 
every one. of us, as ta ſtudy ſeriouſly 
to know thee better, to meditate con- 
tinually on thy Benefits both to our 
Souls and Bodies, to love thee intire- 

and to endeavour to be like unto 
= whiclks is the defign of thy 
Goodnels- rowards us. Empty cur 
hearts of all other things; and make 
room for thy ſelf to dwell there, in 
_ righteouſneſs and true holi- 


Diſpoſe every one of us to follow 
Jeſus Chriſt our Maſter in /owlineſs, 
patience and charity; and _ 
to be ordered by the gover-" prayer-Book 
nance of bis Holy Spirit; in the Come 
ſeeking always , his Glory, rome 
aud . ſerving bins duly in our vocation 
with king Help us ſo to em- 
ploy our time in our health, proſpe- 
rity and pleaſure, that we may have 
nothing to trouble us in the time of 
iakocks, affliction and forrow : Bue 

Q we 
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we may quietly and chearfully bear 
what thou layeſt upon us; footing: 
unto - Jeſus, who for the joy that was 
ſet before- him, endure the Croſs, deſpi- 
fing the ſhame, and i ſet down at thy 
right band. 

O Bleſſed Lord, deny vs not the 
conſtant aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to cheriſh, confirm and ſtrengthen 
our holy -reſolutions; to ſucceed our 
pious endeavours; to give us a quick 
4enſe of all thy mercies, and a lively 
remembrance ot all thy fatherly cha- 
Niſements; whereby we may be more: 
and more excited to diligence, watch- 
fulneſs and zeal in thy Service. Pre- 
ſerve us from a ſlothful and negligent 

it; and awaken in us fuch a ſenſe 
.of thee, and of our Duty to thee, that 
we may fearch after thy will diligent- 
Iy and believe ir heartily, and pra» 
Qife it carefully, and watch apainſt 
all temptations heedfully, and pray 
fervently and frequently, and ponder 
feriouſly and thoroughly all the in- 
fruRtions we have have received _ 

ce, 
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thee, and our many and great obli- 
gations to thee. ak 

O that it may be our choice to at- 
tend on thee; and that our hearts 
may be ſtill with thee, when our ne- 
ceſſities require our attendance to 
other things | That ſo we may not be 
too deeply engaged in the affairs of 
this lite, to the prejudice of the,crex- 
nal life of our fouls ; but we may gp 
on to make it our great buſineſs ta 
be truly godly, according to the Par- 
rern which our Lord haih left us; 
till we be fit to be. lifted upto that 
high and holy place where we believe 
he is, and ſee the Glory which thou 
haſt given him. 

Now to him that holdeth our ſou! 
in life and ſuffereth not 
our feet to be moved; to *'al- 66. 9. 


the God of our ſatuation WS” C 
to whom belong the iſſues 
from death, who hath 30. it. 


turned our heavineſs into Jude 25. 

joy, and put off our mourning, an 

Lirded us with gladveſs; to him that 
VU 2 _ oth 


249 AO Prayer for a Sick Child. 
doth wondrous things, the only wiſe 
God our Saviour, be 4 and Majeſty 
Dominion and Power, both now and 
ever, Amen. 


A Parent's Prayer for a Sick Child. 


Lord by whoſe infinite Good- 
neſs I was brought into this 
World, and by whoſe indulgent care 
I have been continued here unto this 
time, in the enjoyment of a great 
many Bleſlings, of the leaſt of which 
I am unworthy. I thank thee that to 
all other comforts of this life thou 
haſt added the pift of this Child; 
whom thou haſt preſerved in its Birth 
and ever ſince, by a marvellous Pro- 
vidence, I am ſenfible that all I have 
is thine; and that I am but intruſted 
with this, as with all other good 
things, which I muſt return to thee 
whenſoever thou a 

Lord afliſt me with the Grace of 
thy Holy Spirit (which I know thou 
arf 
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art more ready to give than any other 
Bleſſing) that I may reſign this Child 
to thee, if thou art pleaſed now to 
call for it; with an humble, content- 
ed, patient and thankful Mind, belie- 
ving thou knoweſt better what is 
good for me, than I do my ſelf; and 
wilt certainly recompence ſuch meek 
and quiet ſubmiſſion to thee, with as 
good or better enjoyments than thoſe 
thou takeſt away. But if thou think- 
eſt good ſtill to prolong its days, and 
continne it with me; (which I moſt 
humbly beg of thy Divine Majeſty ) 
Bebold, O Lord, the unfeigned pur- 
pole of my heart, faithfully to diſ- 
charge my truſt, and to bring it up 

in the fear and nurture of our Lord. 
Endue me with Principles of true 
Wiſdom and Prudence, that I may 
educate it aright. Help me to give it 
a good Example; and to uſe all dili- 
gence that it may ſerve is generation 
according to thy will, and at laſt be re- 
turned back to thee, wiſe, and pure, 
and juſt, and good; fir for the com- 
Ws. pany 
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pany of the Bleſſed in endleſs life. Un- 
to thee, O Lord, I moſt heartily re- 
commend both it and my felt ; whoſe 
wiſdom knows where it is beſt to 
place thy Creatures, whether in this, 
or in the orher World; and whofe 
Goodneſs d*:{1gns to make us happy 
in both. To thee, the only wiſe and 
good God, be all Praiſe, Honour, 
Glory and Thankſgiving ; with Fear 
arid Reverence, Love andchearful O- 
bedience, both now and eternally. 


Amen. 
ER E folow Prayers and Thankſ. 
gruings on ſundry other occafi- 
ons, which we may meet withal in the 
rourſe of our life. In which it will be 
fit JPY to acknowledge GQD, 
and implore his mercy towards us. And 
-Jet it be remembred, as I ſaid be- 
fore, that it is a part of Chriſtian Piety 
to take care that alms and afts of cha- 
" rity to others accompany our addreſſes to 
* God. They are then certainly moſt ſeaſo- 
able, when we defire ſpecial favours goon 
im 
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-hims or return thanks for them. And 
 bereby (as old Tobias ſaid, 4. 9, 1.) 
We' lay up a: good treaſure for our 
ſelves againſt the day of neceſſity. 
For alms is a good gift unto all them 
that give it in the ſight of the moſt 
High. 


_— e___ 
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A-Prayer to be uſed by one that is going 
a long Journey, 


; God, who art alike. preſent un- 
to all places; who preſerveſt 

man and beaſt, for thou art - *y 
good to all, and thy tender  T17 
mercies are over .all thy Pal 145.9, 
works, Al. thy works: ſhall = 
praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy Saints 
h Foal bleſs :thee. They ſhall ſpeak of the 
. glory of ' thy kingdom, and declare thy 

Lago 

Bleſſed be thy Name for the know- 
- ledge thou haſt-given me,. of thy wiſe 
ad merciful | Providence: encompal- 
"ing. all:Creatures. | [And more porge 
Q 4. cularly 


Dk 
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cularly I rejoyce in the revelation 
which thou haſt made of thy Father- 
ly love and care over us the Children 
of Men, in Chriſt Jeſus : who mates 
bis Angels miniſtring Spi- 
Heb. : alt» : . 
- Plal. 18, 30, 7775 for them, that are heirs 
of Safvation, In an hear- 
ty belief of thy holy Goſpel, and a 
fincere reſolution to be obedient unto 
it in hope of that eternal life, I com- 
mit both my ſoul and body to thy 
moſt gracious proteQion : who art the 
defender of all them that put their traſt 
#n thee. 

I truſt thee, O Lord, with my ſelf 
and all belonging to me, I entirely 
depend on thy geodneſs, to be with 
me, and proſper me in the way that 
goa Give thy good Angels charge of 
me: and eſpecially accompany me 


with the ce of thy holy Spirit, 
to e my foul in ſafety, from all 


evil thoughts, defires or paſſions, that 
may any way betray me in word or 
deed, to offend thy Divine Majeſty. 
- Peliver me from the danger of any 


evil 
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evil company into which I may fall : 
that I may not frame my ſelf ro the 
humours of profane perſons,. bat by 
pious and diſcreet behaviour rather 
reprove them. And give me grace 
thankfully to embrace the company 
of thoſe who are good, If I be bleſſed 
with it: that I may rejoyce in. their 
ſociety, and improve it tomy increaſe 
in wiſdom or pious affeftions towards: 
thee. 

Bleſs this habitation: alſo, which.I 
leave and all remaining in it: that 
at what diſtance ſoever we'be one 
from another, we” may all live and 
walk in the fame Spirit of Faith, and: 
Love, and Holinefs. Give us an hap- 
py meeting together again in this 
place, if.it be thy. good will and plex- 
fure, to pay thee the vows which [ 
make of greater care and diligence in 
thy ſervice and preater charity tt-- 
wards all my neighbours. Howſo- 
ever, in the end of our pilgrim 
| bring us all rogether into that ble #1 

reſt which thou haſt prepared for thy- 


Q5 ; peopte,, 


> 3M Prayers for one 


people, after all their travels and [a 
* bours, through thy mercy in Chriſt 
| Jefus. To which I commend my felf 
and all mine, both now and for ever. 
Amex. 


 —————_. 0 OY CO Wo 1 
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A ſort Prayer in ones Inv, or at the 
end of the Journey. 


Leſked be thy goodneſs, O Lord 
| my Creator and continual Pre- 
ſerver, by which I have been Jed in 
fafety to this place; and am not-only 
alive, but ſound and unmaimed. To 
thee, O God, will I fing and give 
praiſe, who haſt dealt ſo boantifully 
_Plt:116.1, Pith me. For thou baſt de- 

livered my foul from death, 
Tt, 9 mine eyes from tears, and 
| Gen. 15.1. my feet from falling. I love 
the Lord, becauſe he hath 
| heard my woice, and my ſup- 
; Plications. Becauſe be hath inclined his 
y©ar unto me, therefore will T call upon 
$im as bong as live. . I will walk «jo 
| Wy 


I7,T, 


Bj 
el; 
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eats a bs 1 oth 
in me, 1 beſeech " a* 
braiice of -Jll-thy 'mer- 
pats all-tfioſe Holy 'relotiohs | 
5 Excit& ir H6"'! TIRe'me 
ſtill into _- Almighty proteQion. 
. Continue _me in thy _fear, and love, 
and faithful obedience. That, ha- 
*viog finiſhed this-jonrney in peace, [ 
may return to'the phace from whence 
. I came, full of thanktu] affgRzogs to. 
_ Thee, and zcaloufly "TPO fo Þ 
form. ny Vows, in a carefil c 
| of all 


* iphtls 


JJ 


duties, which my lacs ond 3 


Teations require of me. And enable 
\ Es me, god Lord, evert6 perform-them 
- with hrnelſs of eart.and good 
wall; as" Xcomes the ſeryant. of Chriſt - £ 
©"Jefus. OE 
To the fame merciful Providence 
__ Which hath watched over me all this - 
.i8aY; [ commend my felf, and all-my 
Relarions,/and” Friends every* where, - 
v/fl: night; 'Beſceching thee” to —— 
ND -: 


: OO —C—o 
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| ken ig. me. inithe. morning, the 

love, and- thankfulneſs, and (Na. 
eonfidence, which I S find, . and 
deſire ever to have, in my heart to- 
wards thee, my gracious Father, Sa- 
wviour. and. 'deliverer. To whom: be 


WarF honour and; prails. willing. 


ct _— - Os 


- te. A... — —_— —__ 
_ 


A. Prayer. in caſe of any hurt from 
. Thieves, or etherwiſe. ... 


Moſt merciful Father far fo 1 
. ought ever to acknowledge 
'thee, without whom, one of the ſmal- 
Jeſt creatures.cannot fallto the ground, 
and. to whom we are of 
more yalue-rhan | NY, © = 
them, I bumbly. and meekly 
my ſelf to this crols in my Way, which 
thou in- thy wiſdom haſt ſuffered to. 
befall me. F know that thou art a- 


ble ta make even this, Pee all other 


work together. , good , 
therefare I beſeech Ver [Ml 


- Kate; 20, 29. 


| aco 
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cicufly. to pardon my fins which de- 
- ſerve greater puniſhment, and to pye- 

ferve my EA Ha in ſafety wool 
murmuri re at thy pro- 
vidence, - a tedfat faink and Hall 
thee, and. an abſolute reſignation to 
thy holy will and pleaſure, and I ſhall 
not ceaſe to_ bleſs thee, and to ſpeak 
good of thy, Name. 

Help me to learn by this to live.in 
nt ſenſe of the uncertainty of 
all worldly hopes, to ſet my affections 
more perfetly on unchangeable .en- 
joyments, and to place my happineſs. 
only- in-chearful obedience and con» 
tented patience, in all eſtates and con- 
ditions of life. I remember that we 
are all but * pilgrims and ſtrangers 
whilſt, we arg here ; ſubje@, to many 
. ther changes and. chances in this. 

mortal life. And therefore. whatſoc- 
ver 1, or thoſe I have left at home, 
may farther ſnffer before my- return, 

Lord, afſiſt us all to take that patieat- 
ty allq: and as_we have. received. fo 
Sy. : CELVE 


750: Priyers for one” | 
-cvive- likewiſe rhat which i 1s \& evil +1 


'ving thafiks'to n 
= = X Sat es hc ſuck L. ” 
Wh our Fra | Ls 5 heb 1 


©have done and Foguref*all'fhy plea- 
- fore. *'Th the expat on of which 
: Hielſed fiate1 wall inoifly te- 


joyce; pray "to Þi he 
more and My that 1 Mea pre- 
pared for-it,' and at laft by thy mercy 


enter into it, ro: "pvc. thee eternal 


= - 
- NOTRE HO ' I 
_ _ —  — —— I 7 


— ——— — c —_— 


A Priger to | be fri for a Pricad in 
a Journey. . 


God, whoſe Atmighty Pover; 
Q "and ae wi Proeidens, and Om- 


ntfs, : is the fecuri- 
upport and comfort of all thoſe 


ooh know thee. Ir is the higheſt fa- 
- Kavire 'of our fouls to have a lively 


oe 


in. thee of eternal life in the 


other World. * And' to be perſwided 
that 


7» a Journey. 35r- 


that thou loveſt os, and wilt take'care 


of us, and bleſs'us whilſt'we continue 
here, and that nothing can befal-us 
without the knowledge and confent-of 
thy. infinite goodneſs, which gives the 
moſt ſolid peace and repoſe unto our 
ſpirits, in all the alterations and chan- 
ges of this life. I rejoyce in the behef, 


* that? live in' a world, which is full of 


thee; that I am always under thy 
eye, and have thee near unto me; as 
to obſerve me, fo to help, proteR and 
defend me. © i 
And I befeech thee, fill thee mind 
of bim*, who is now ,__ 
gone from me, with the 


fame ſenſe of thee; that be may car- 


ry alotg with him every where, this 
ſtedfaſt fairh and hope in thee, as the 


Nay, the reſt and the refreſhment of 


his ſonl. How far foever he be from 
me, O that he may be nigh to thee, 
in frequent, ſerious thoughts of thee, 
and hearty love to thee, and perfet 
truſt in thee, and a conſtant diſpoftti- 


- on of mind and will 'ro do andbe 


what 


"n———Y, 


352 Prayers for one, &c. 
what thou pleaſeſt. That traveling, 
nnder the.ſhadow of the Almighty no 
harm may come to him: but even 
thoſe things which we account the 
greateſt miſchiefs, if they ſhall betide 
him, may be humbly accepted by us 
all, with fear andreverence and chear- 
| ful ſubmiſſion- to thee; as becomes 
. thoſewho profeſs our ſelves thy friends, 
as well as thy ſervants. 

No Thieves, Murderers,. or other 
evil perſons. or things, can approach 
bin, I know, without thy leave : who: 
governeſt and over-ruleſt the motions 
of every creature at thy pleaſure,. to- 
which we ever ought to ſubmit our 
own. But if thou thinkeſt good to 
reſtore hjm hither again untouched 
by any of them, Lord, help-us to -be 
ſo. much the more thankful to thee; 
who: dealeſt with us according to-our- 
own hearts deſire... O that the ſenſe: 
of thy goodneſs then,. may ſo power- 
- fully afteRt our hearts;. that we may 

be moved thereby to a greater zeal 
and freedom. of ſpirit ia thy ww 
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and be the more forward to imitate 
thee in doing good, and ſhewing 
mercy to all men! O that thy bene- 
fits may never ſlip out of our minds! 
O that the meditation of - ,,, 
them may be ſweet unto 
- and we may tkarn 62. 8, 
thereby to truſt in thee at 
all times, and pour out Our Tob. 4. 16. 
hearts before thee : for 7+ 12, 
thou art a refuge for us. 

Now the merciful God give him 


good ſucceſs in all things /! Theſe laſt 
The God which dwelleth words may 


in Heaven, proſper bis foe news 
journey, and the Angels of tion in bis ve- 


I04: 34 


God keep him company / cm a any 
IN. Fo 


A Thaxkſarving after a ſafe return. 
home. 


| & an: humble joyful ſenſe of thy 
4A fatherly. care and providence o- 
ver me, ever figce I went from. os 
P 


354 > Thmkſeiving after 
'place (to which thou haſt brought me 
back in peace and ſafety) I caſt down 
my felt at thy feet, O Lord God of 
Heaven, praiſing thy Almighty good: 
neſs, with an heart full of love and de- 
votion to Thee, It is of thy mercy 
atone that | am nor conſumed, and be- 
cauſe thy compaſſions fail not. That 
I am not groaning under ſickneſs, or 
wounds and bruifes in my body ; nor 
ſighing for the loſs of my goods either 
at home or abroad, is to be aſcribed to 
that tender mercy which ſpreads it ſelf 
over all thy\works; and hath been a 
. covering'to me tight and day-in every 
- Place where | have been, from 1 know 
not how many dangers. I thank thee 
alſo for. letting me ſee the faces of my 
relations and triends again,and that no 
evil hath come nigh their dwellings : 
but eſpecially for preſerving my ſoul in 
integrity and uprightnels before thee : 
and for delivering me from the power 
"of remptations, .#0d-frem | wouriding 
my conſcience, 'by ary willfdl 
- againſt thy: Divine Majeſty. -* = 
be. , 


% 
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It is too little to render to thee my 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings ; I will pay 
thee my Vows wherein 1 ſtand engaged 
to thee ; and here offer unto thee my 
ſelf, ſoul and body, to be made a more 
pure, perfet and acceptable ſacrifice 
| unto thee through Chriſt Jeſus. Main- 
| tain, | beſeech- thee, fuch a lively and 
hſting remembrance of thy kindneſs in 

my heart, as may both provoke me to 

love and to good works, and alſo 
ſtrengthen my faith and hope in thee 

on all occafions for the time'to come. 

T ought not to forget, now 'that I 
memion thy lare deliverances, all che 

reſt of thy mercies+ which are ſo mia- 

ny and ſo various, that, alaſs! we take 

little notice of many of them. In the 
conſtant and undiſturbed courſe 'of 
them, we are apt to be leſs ſenſible 

how much we ſtand indebted to thee 

for them. Yea, they have been foloog 
continued to us, and we are fo far 

from the beginning of them, - thatwe 

are too- prone to forget the head and. 


fountain from. whence they. ſpring; 


356 A Thankſgromg after 
O, how fad isit, that we ſhould love 
thee lefs, becauſe thou loveſt us fo 
much! and that we ſhould think the 
. ſeldomer of thy bounty, becauſe thou 
conſtantly remembreſt us and doſt us 
good! how much ſhould we praiſe 
thee for our health and eaſe, if we 
were ſick or in pain but a few days! 
And yet now we praiſe thee but a lit- 
tle, though we are well many years. 
How thankful ſhould we be, if we 
were freed from the Devil, after he 
had affrighted and vexed us but oge 
night! and yet now alaſs! we ſcarce 
mind thy goodneſs which perpetually 
preſerves us from his aſſaults. 

Endue me, O God of all grace, 
with a moreſerious ſpirit, often refle- 
ing and meditating upon thee, and 
upon thy benefits, both to my foul 
and body, for this life and that which 
is to come. That | may not be taught 
the value and number of thy bleflings 


by- being deprived of them ; but in | 


. their conſtant uſe and enjoyment may - 
ever :duly ponder thera: extolling and 
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praiſing thy infinite goodneſs, with 
ſenſible love to thee, and delight in 
doing of thy Will, 

For which end, I beſeech thee to 
endue me with power from above 
that | may not deceive my own ſoul 
with ſome paſſionate defire, tranf- 
| of joy or ſudden reſolutions, 

but deliberately, and with the full 
conſent of my heart devoting my ſelf 
to thy ſervice, I may conſcientioufly 
ſtudy to improve all thy mercies to 
the honour and glory of thy Name, 
thecredit of my Religion,the good and 
profit of my Neighbours and my own 
ſolid peace and comfort at preſent and 
eternal joy at the day of the Lord. 

And bleſs all others, I beſeech thee; . 
that defire the ſame mercy of which 
thou haſt made me partaker. Receive 
them into- thy proteRion : 'condu@ 
them ſafely to the end of their jotir- 
neys: Make them ever mindful of 
thy loving kindneſs, and careful to 
remember that every new benefit is a 
acew bond to better obedience. - Unto 
| which 
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which good Lord, incline us all more 
and more for thy mercies ſake in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; by whom and for whom 
thy glorious Name be bleſſed and 
praiſed for ever. Amen. 


— 


A Prayer to be ſaid by one going 4 
Voyage on the Sea. 


Which may be uſed with a little altera« 
tion, by bis Friends for him. 


Moſt mighty Lord, the God 

_# our 7 ng who art or COn- 
fidence of all the ends o 

— ot 7 and of « 
that are afar off upon the Sea : Under 
whoſe powerful protetion we are @- 
Like ſecure in every place ; and with- 
out whoſe providence over us, We 
can no where be in ſafety. I am 
fenſible of the tender care thou haſt 
long taken of me, and that I have 
been preſerved by thee from innume- 
rable dangers, both inmy inlaney a0 
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childhood © and ever fince; for which 
| have not thanked thee as I ought, Þ 
moſt humbly beſcech rhee graciouſly: 
to pardon this and all other my offen- 
ces which might juſtly weaken my 
confidence in thee, did | not feel thy: 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus, who died for 
us to be fo great, as to fill my heart 
not only with. unfeigned forrow for 
them, but with holy reſolutions ta 
be more grateful and dutiful in time 
to come. 

This emboldens me with an hum:-. 
ble Faith in thy Almighty goodneſs, 
to commend my ſelf ſtill: ro:the con» 
duQ, guidance and bleſling of thy 
merciful Providence, O God, re- 
ceive me, though a ſinful Creature, 
into thy favour and grace. Purge 
my heart from all affeQtion to every 
thing that is evil; that I' may got 
carry the ſenſe of any guilt unreper» 
ted of, along with me in my voyage: 
But have my heart ſettled in fuch an 
unmoveable love of all piety, righ- 
teouſnelſs and 4obricty of _ 
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and life, that no ſtorm or tempeft 
or other may diſmay me and: 
make me afraid. They are all, I 
know in thy hands; to which IT 
commit my ſelf with an intire truſt 
in thee, that nothing ſhall hurt 
me while I follow that which is 
good. 
If rhou art pleaſed to bring me to 
my deſired haven, Lord, poſleſs me 
then with theſe good thoughts and 
affeQions which I feel at preſent in 
my heart. towards thee : That my 
chief joy 1may be in thee, and in the 
love I find in my heart to thee; and 
I may never forget thee by intempe- 
rate mirth and pleaſure in any by 
enjoyment. But if thou thinkeſt good 
otherwiſe to diſpoſe of me, thy will, 
. © Lord; be done. | I cemmend both 
my Body and':my ſpirit - into - thy 
hands; who art able ro-make the Sea 
give up her dead, by thine Almighty 
. Help me always to hold faſt that 
hope of cternal life a5 an anchor T2 


ſoul both ſure and ſtedfaſt 


A Thankſgiving after, &c. 46x 
which may preſerve me OO Oe 
in unſhaken comfcrt and joy at the 
hour of death it ſelf. And looking up 
to that quiet place whither Feſas, our 
fore-runner is entred for us, | may begin 
thoſe Praiſes and Thankſgivings which 
I hope ſhall have no end ; but be con- 
tinued for ever in the company of the 
bleſſed inthe other world. Unto which 
I beſeech thee of thine infinite mercies 
to bring me through Chriſt Jeſus ; who 
is made an High Prieſt for ever. Amen. 


ps. 


A Thankſgiving after it is finiſhed, and 


the party returned home again. 


Bleſſed Lord; Thou art great 

and greatly to be praiſed ; for by 
thy word the heavens were ,.. PIR 
made : and all the hoſts of wh 
them by the breath of thy 33+ 6, 7. 
mouth. Thou _ gather 135. 6, 
the waters of the Sea to- 
gether, as 4. " fe Meet © 


liidft 


362 A Thankſgiving after 
laidſt them up in the ſtore houſes of the 
eeps. They are all at thy Command, . 
and whatſoever thou pleaſeſt, that doſt 
thou in Heaven and in earth, in the 
Seas and all deep places. I have ſeen 
thy works, O Lord, and. thy wonders in 
the deep. For thou ſpeakeſt the word,aud * 
"the ftormy wind aroſe, which lifted up 
; the waves thereof. And again, when 
et cryed 'unto thee, thou madeſt the 
® form a calm, fo that the waves thereof 
were {tl 
' Bleſſed be thy Almighty Goodneſs, 
which carried me fafe through ſuch 
£, ack and. dreadful dangers. Bieſſed 
goodneſs, that the deep hath 
co fonfoved me up, and that I am 
- Not gone down into ſilence. Blefied 
be thy goodvels, that neither my be- 
op, nor my. goods, became a to 
unre: n; but- that & 
me to the Haven where [ 
would be, and haſt now returned me 
0 Goa, hat 1 forget the 
that | may never forget t 
Town which 1 was 5 forward to. _ 
Ww 
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when I was in. trouble! Preſerve in 
me for ever an awful ſence and appre- 
henfion of thy great power, who 
bringeſt the wind out of thy 
treaſuries ; and ruleſt the 
. raging of the Sea, and ſtit- 89. 9c 
leſt the ' noiſe of . its waves, Jer, $.22, I 
Who would not fear thee, \ 
0 Lord, who would not 
* tremble at, thy preſence > who haſt 
placed the ſand. for the bound of the 
ſea, ty a perpetual decree that it can- 
not paſs it ; and though the waves there- 
of toſs themſelves, yet can they not pres 
vail ; though they roar, yet can they not 
paſs over it, HH 
' O poſlels my heart with « greater 
reverence of thy divine Majeſty, rhat 
I may ever ſerve thee with fear, 
rejoyce before thee with trembling. B- . 
ſpecially make me fearful of offendi 
thee, . who art. ſo great»and pouertal 
and haſt done ſuch greas things for 
mez and canſt do greatef.; and wilt : 
' do them, as thou haſt promiſed.; b 


o R 2 


Pal, 1139, 7. 


Plal. 120, IF 
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| Chriſt Jeſus z who hath 

PanP. 3-2 - power to ſubdue all things 
to himſelf. 

Bleſſed be thy infinite grace, which 
haſt wrought ſuch a marvellous re- 
demptian for us by him. How ſha 
eſcape, if. 1 negleft ſo great ſalvation : 
How milſcrable ſhall I be, if, after all 

- the dangers from which I have now 
been reſcued, I ſhould for my ingrati- 
tude and diſobedience be caſf into the 
lake of fire and Brimſtone 2 O God, 
that all thy mercies and deliverances 
here may, by athankful remembrance 

und careful improvement of them, 
only prepare me for that glorious de- , 
liverance at the day of the Lord Jeſus! 

'N and as by thy good Providence thou 

-  » haſt faved me from the violence of 
F — . Storms and Tempeſts, and other ha- 

-.,-  Zzards: fo by thy Grace deliver me 
from the power anq$>niolence of all 

temptations ! and enable me ſtedfaſt- 

1y to perſiſt in well doing, and pati- 
cat ſuffering unto the cad. 
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Endue me with fuch a right ſenſe 
of my Religion, as may make it to be 
_ my delight; that fo 1 may be out of 
all daoger of being prevailed withal, 
to forſake that which is ſo ſweet and 
pleaſant to my Soul. O that it may be 
my Guide in proſperity, and my com- 
fort in adverfity.;-the rule of my lite,” 
and my great fatisfaQion in Death! 
SanRifie every ' condition unto me; 
thac ſickneſs or health, poverry or 
riches, honour or diſgrace, may 
prove real bleſſings to me, and make 
me profit in Piety and Vertue. And 
let a great ſenſe of thee, and of Re: 
ligion intermix it ſelf with all my im- 
ployments. Teach me fo to behave 
my ſelf, that I may be acrteptable in 
thy ſight, not only when I make ſuch 
Addreſles as theſe unto thee 5-BV 
whether I cat or drink, or wharſve- 
ver do elſe, I may abide in thy love 
and be approved by thee, . for a good 

and faithful Servant. £S 

All which, Lmoſt. humt x1 T( 
then and Thahivvcr thouſoeth$ood 

- ET 


366 A Prayer in a Storm. 

for me, in the Name of the Lord 
Jelus; by whom, and with whom in 
the Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, all Ho- 
nour and glory be unto thee, O Fa- 
ther Almighty, World without end. 


” 


— 


A Prayer in a Storm. 


God, who haſt bid us in the 

day of trouble to call on thee ; 

to whom alone belong the iſſues from 
death. | flee to thee for protection 
and fafety in this great and dreadful 
* diſtreſs. The Sea roars, and the Deep 
is ready<to [wallow meup. The flouds 
O Lord, are lifted up, the flouds lift up 
| their waves, But the Lord on high is 
mightier than the noiſe of many waters : 
yea, than the mighty waves of the Sea, 
To thy Almighty love I commit 
my ſelf who canſt immediately re- 
buke the Winds and the Sea, and turn 
this Storm into a Calm. I have juſtly 
deſerved, I know, to be caſt away, 
and. rexted by thee, upon whom I 
now 
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now caſt my ſelf for ſafety. But, I 
hope thou wilt accept of my unfeign- 
ed forrow for all my fins, and my 
unfeigned purpoſe to forſake them. 
Have mercy upon me, have mercy 
upon me, I moſt hambly beſecch thee, 
O moſt merciful Father, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake; Who decended 7nto 
the lower parts of the earth tor me and 
is naw aſcended far above all heavens, 
to ſuccour thoſe that call upon thee 
in his Name. For his ſake ſpare me, 
at leaſt from going down into utter 
darkneſs; and it it be thy will, from 
periſhing here in the deep waters. © , 
give me the comtort of thy mercy, 
that though the Sea rages my heart 
may be quiet and ſtill. 

And as I deſire to be preſerved 
from this preſent danger, ſo I ear- 
neſtly deſire thou wilt preſerve in me 
hereafter a pious dread of thy Divine 
Majeſty ; the leaſt expreſſion of whoſe 
diſpleaſure I ſee in this tempeſt, is 
exceeding full of terrour. Awaken 
my ſon! perpetually by the thoughts 

R 4 " 
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of it, to live a more ſober, righteous 
and godly life. That being ſaved 
from death, | may never forget thy 
toving kindneſs; but ſtudy as long as 
ever | live, to ſhew my ſelf truly 
thankful to thee, by ſincere and care- 
ful obedience, through our Lord Je- 
ſus. To whom with, thee, O Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt be cternal Prai- 
les. Amen. 


f _- A Thankſgiving after a Storm. 


Lory, honour, thankſgiving and 

praiſe, be unto thee, O God 

my Saviour, and my mighty Delive- 
rer. Thou art worthy of all my love, 
and all my ſervice, of more than I can 
be ever able to render to thee; who 
hafkmade me and redeemed me, and 
traciouſly preſerved me. What 
A Lreturn unto thee, for all the 
Setfits thou haſt heaped on me 2? I 
cr thank thee, never love thee 

> for_thoſe which I have for- 
merly 


PN 
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merly received; and yet thou haſt 
now put a new Song into my mouth, even 
praiſe unto my God, Pſal. 40. 2. 
For if the Lord had not been with 
me, I muſt needs acknow- 


ledze, If it had not been Pale 124, I, 
the 7, who protetted and 
me, when the Sea roſe up againſt me 
Then he had ſwallowed me up quick, whe 
it ſwelled and raged horribly againſt mel 
Then the waters had overwhelmed m 
the ſtreams had gone over my ſoul. Them 
the proud waters had gone over my ſoul. © 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who vl 
bath not caſt me out of nts 3 4 
his fight, nor ſuffered all | 
his billows and waves to paſs ov *p 
I. have eſcaped the ſtormy wind an 
peſt, the (torm is ceaſed, and I am eſca- - 
ped. I will ſacrifice to thee therefgre 
the woice of thankſgiving. 1 wi 
- that which IT have vowed. Salv 
of the Lord. Our help is in 
who made the Heaven and t: 
Let the remembrance 
cy never ſlip out of my 
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make me as mindful of my own pro- 
miles, as forward to every part of my 
duty, and chearful in the performance 
of it; that ſo I may be able to truſt 
in thee at all times. When my ſoul i 
ready to faint within me, help me to re- 
member thee, O. Lord; and always 
fudy to walk before thee, as thy, 
every way, Redeemed One. Who 
defires that all thoſe who have been 
Partakers in the ſame Deliverance, 
may all expreſs the ſame thanktulneſs 
and pay thee the vows which their Lips 
have uttered, when they were in trouble. 

O-magnifie the Lord with me, and 
let us exalt his Name together. 

Let us. ſacrifice. the Sacrifice of 
Thankſgivirg. and declare his works. 
with rejoycing. 

For hw. merciful kindneſs i great 
towards us: and bis truth endureth for 
ever. Praiſe the Lord, Amen, Amen. 


A: Prayer 
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A-Prayer in time of great Thunder 


and Lightning. 


Great God, who art wiſe z» 
heart, and mighty in ſtrength ; 
who removeſt the moun- 
tains, and overturneſt Job 9. 4» $5, 6, 
them in thine anger; Who : 
ſhakeſt the Earth out of her place, and 
the Pillars thereof tremble; Who doſt 
great things paſt finding out; yea, and 
wonders without number. 1 proſtrate 
my felf in awful adorations of thee. 
For the wnice of the Lord 
i very powerful, the voice © "RP 
of the Lord is fall of Majeſty. The 
voice of the Lord rends the Air, and . 
ſends out flames of fire. 
Who would not fear thee, O God of - 
Glory who would not ſtand in awe 
of thee? who canſt inſtantly, I ſee - 
tear us in pieces, and none y., AN: 
can deliver us. It is of Pons” 
thy meer mercy, that the Arrows thoy - 
now ſeudeſt out, do wot Pal. 18. 14. 
lcatter. : 
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ſeatter us : F == un _ doſt F7 
F oof out lightnings to diſ- 

Pale 244-5. comfit us. Bledled be thy 
Goodneſs, that we are not utterly 
conſumed by the Blaſt of the breath of 
thy neſtrils, O that thy ſparing mer- 
cy may ſenſibly affet my heart, and 
move me hereafter to ſerve thee acces 
Heb. 12. 28 Ptable with reverence and 
; ' .godly fear: remembring 
that our God is a conſuming fire. 

Settle in my heart an holy dread of 
thee, that as I now tremble at thy 
voice, fo | may always tremble at thy 
word : And not dare to offend thee, 
who wilt ſend thy Son, I know, one 
day (in a far more terrible manner 
than» this) with thy mighty Angels, in 
\ Theff, 1, 8, Jſaming fire, taking ven- 

eance on them that know 
not thee, and obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, O that my heart 
may be poſk ſie i now witch ſuch a con- 
ſtant fear ot thee, and ſuch an ardtnt 
love and devotion to thee; that at thar 
dicadiul day, when Hcavcnand _ 

a 


' great Thunder and Lightning. 3773 


ſhall quake, | may be able, with a 
good hope in thee, joyfully to expeR 
2 comfortable Sentence from thee. 
That when the wicked ſhall hear that 
voice, (more terrible than any Thun- 
der) Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire, . prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels, T may be in the num- 
ber of thoſe happy Souls, to whom 
our Lord will fay ; Come, ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepa- 
red for you, from the Foundation of the 
world. 

Which I humbly beg for his fake, 
under whoſe feet thou haſt pur all 
things in ſubjeRion, both in Heaven. 
and Earth ; to him with thy ſelf and 
the Holy Spirit, be given, as is moſt 
due, all Honour and Glory, all ſervice 
and humble obedience, both now 
and evermore. Amen. 


374 A Prayer for a Woman - 


A Prayer to be uſed by a Woman with 
Child. 


God, the Author of our being 

the Fountain of Life, and all - 
other good ; who haſt begun an ex- - 

cellent work in me, which no eye but 
thine ſees, and no hand but thy Al-- 
mighty Power can finiſh. - 1 adore thy 
great and glorious Maj-ſty in this and 
1n all other thy works of wonder. 
Thou doFf# great things without number : - 
but art more particularly. to be ac-- 
knowledged in the formation of mans - 
kind, who are fearfully and wonder- 
fully made; after thy own image and 
likeneſs. 

Be pleaſed, O Lord, in thy infinite 
Goodneſs. to perte ' and. compleat 
that. which thou haſt -begun. Pre-. 
ſerve the ſmalleſt degree of Life, 
which thou .haſt -inſpired. . Beſtow . 
upon it intireneſs of all its parts: and 
| Prepare a convenient habitation for 
an underſtanding Spirit, capable - -o 

| CAE-- 
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the beſt Wiſdom, and inclinable to 
Vertue and Goodneſs. Prevent, good 
Lord, the miſcarriage of my hopes ; 
and ripen them to a good iſſue. And 
the nearer they come to their full 
growth, ſtrengthen the more my 
humble truſt. in thee, and ſubmiſſion - 
to thee, and hearty defires to en-- 
creaſe the number of thy faith- 
ful People together with my own 
Family. 

That ought to be the chiefeſk” de- 
ſire of my Soul, to be formed my ſelf 
in all things, according to the mind :: 
and will of thee, my God;. that fol 
may be an inſtrument ot doing good + 
to.others. O thou who haſt wrought 
many holy purpoles and reſolutions - 
in my heart, preſerve. and. confirm 
them, that. they may not prove ab- - 
ortive; .bur bring torth continually 
the fruit of good living Pertet me 
in Kaowledge, in Faith,. in Love, 
and in Obedience. Enable me ſo dif-. 
creetly and carefully to diſcharge the - 
Daties ot all che Relations wherein T | 
at... 
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at preſent, or ſhall hereatter,. ſtand; 
that I may be a comfort to them, . and 
a credit to Religion. And howlſoever 
thou diſpoſeſt of me or them, Lord, 
make me well contented ; and in eve- 
, ry condition to give thanks unto thee, 
and to rejoyce in thy holy Name, and 
io the hope of Eternal Life ; through 
Chriſt Jeſus my moſt. bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer when the time of her Travail 
draweth near. 


GOD, the Helper and Delive- 
rer of all thoſe that truſt in 
thee; by whoſe Power I was formed 
in my Mothers Womb, by whoſe 
care | was brought from thence. and 
by whoſe merciful kindneſs I have 
been preſerved in many dangers fince. 
I praiſe and magnifie thy great and 
glorious Name; and am encouraged 
by the remembrance ot rhy mercies 


which have been ever of old, to ime» 
plore 
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plore thy compaſſionate help in the 
approaching time of my need, pain 
and danges. | 

Thou art preſent to all thy crea- 
tures, and heareſt the cries of the 
Beaſts of the Earth, which all wait 
upon thee. O be not far from me, 
when trouble is near : but hearken 
unto me, and fave me, when I call 
upon thee! Shorten my pains, or 
lengthen my patience; which thou 
pleaſeſt. Bear up my Spirit in ſub- 
miſſion to thy Will, and in ſome hum- 
ble hope that I ſhall forget my anguiſh 
for joy that a man is born 
into the World. Forſake ge Sn 
not the work of thy own ANA 
hand : but in due time perfe& it and. 
bring forth that which thou haſt 
wrought in ſecret, into the light; 
that we may all ſee the wonders of 
thy Wiſdom, and praiſe thy Good» 
neſs and rhy Power. 

My Parents truſted in thee ; they 
truſted, and thou didſt , __ « | 
deliver them, They cry- po 
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ed unto thee, and were delivered : they 
cried unto thee, and were "not confoun- 
ded. In thee likewiſe do I humbly 
put my trut and confidence : which 
nothing diſheartens but my own great 
unworthineſs; by reaſon of my for- 
getfulneſs of thy Benefi.s, and un- 
thankful returns for former mercies 
beſtowed upon me. But thou haſt 
taken care that this ſhould nor dif- 
courage me neither, by proclaiming 
a gracious Pardon, by him that 
was born of a Woman, and died for 
us, unto contrite and retorming. Sin- 
ners. 

Accept, I beſeech thee, of my fin- 
cere reſolutions to preſerve hereafter 


2 more affe&ionate remembrance. of | 


thy love to me, and to dedicate my 


ſelf and all I have to thy Service, 


y_—_ in faith and charity, and 
25 bolineſs, with ſobriety. 


' © - Or if thou art pleaſed otherwiſe to 


diſpoſe of me, I reſign my ſelf hear- 
tily unto thee. Lord, receive me to a 


better life, where all ſighing and for- 
row 
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row fall be done away and eternal 
Joy intirely poſſeſs our hearts. Amen, 


for Chriſt Jeſus his fake, Amer. 


A Prayer to the ſame purpoſe to be ſaid 
by ber Relations, 


Moſt mighty Lord, who haſt 
already given us innumerable 
Pledges of thy love, and many Argu- 
ments to truſt in thee for ever, and to 
expe&t with quiet and patient minds 
the iſſae of thy wiſe and good Provi- 
dence. Thou haſt reſpe&t to all the 
works of thy hands; eſpecially to 
the Sons of Men, and to thoſe above 
the reſt, who feek thy favour, and 
give thee the Glory of all thy mercies, 
and are reſolved to devote them- 
ſelves, and their Children, and all 
| they have, to do thee honour in the 
World. We moſt humbly commend 
thy Servant, drawing near the time of 
her Travail, to thy care and bleſſing: 
beleeching thee to give her a _ 
ve- 
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Deliverance, and to eaſe her of the 
burden wherewith ſhe labours. 

We our ſelves are .Monuments of 
that Mercy, which we beg of thee. 
Thou broughreſt us into this World, 
and didſt unlooſe the Bands where- 
with we were ſwadled in our mothers 
Womb. We: have had long expert 
ence allo of thy readineſs ro ſuccour 
us, and todo us good ever fince ; ma- 
ny times beyond our deſires and 
hopes, and always beyond our deſer- 
vings. We dare not but commit our 
ſelves, and every thing belonging un- 
to us, moſt heartily into thy hands: 
remembring that thow haſt the ſame 
Power and Goodneſs ſtill, by which | 
we came into the light of the living; 
and that thou till exerciſeſt them, as 
thy wiſdom thinks moſt mes. 

We cannot defire to be better pro- 
vided for, than as thy infinite under- 
ſtanding. and counſel jadges moſt con- 
venient for us. Unto that. we referr 
our. ſelves : beſeeching thee, if it. be 
thy good. pleaſure, that her deliver- 

| ancc. 
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ance may be as ſpeedy . as her cries 
unto thee, and her patience as preat 
and long as her pains. Thou who 
ripeneſt the Fruits of the Earth, and 
then giveſt us ro gather them to our 
comfort ; blaſt nor our humble hopes 
of the Fruit of the Womb : But after 
thou: haſt brought it to maturity, de- 
liver it into our hands, as a new 
Pledge of thy Goodneſs 'to ns; for 
which we will ever tkankfully ac- 
knowledge and praiſe !hy Name, 

Or if thou haſt otherwiſe deter- 
mined ; Lord, give us grace to ſub- 
mir to thy holy will, and to reſt ſa- 
tisfied in thy wiſe appointments, and 
never to diſtruſt chy Goodneſs and 
care over us. Yea, help us ſtill to 
bleſs thee, and to ſpeak good of thy 
Name, ſaying, The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord from henceforth 
and for ever. Amen. 
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A Prayer to be ſaid by them, whes ſhe 
is altually in Travail. | 


Father of mercies, and God of 
all comfort,z our only help in 
time of need We flee to thee for 
ſuccour in behalf of this thy Servant; 
-who now expedts thy mercy, in this 
her great diſtreſs, The ſorrows which 
thou threatnedſt to our firſt Parent, 
are come upon her ; the Pangs . of 
travail have taken hold of her. May 
it pleaſe thee, O Lord, to give her 
eaſe, by being her ſpeedy Dchverer. 
As thou haſt made her conceive | | 
2nd haſt now brought to the Birth : 
ſo give her ſtrength alſo to bring 
forth. Support her Spirits in her ka- Þ} | 
bour. Blets the endeayours of thoſe 
who are to aſſiſt. her. Preſerve that 
infant life which ſtruggles in her |} ; 
Womb to. be delivered. And let us 
ſeek the work of thy hands, to all our |} 7 
joy and comiort. 


— 


O Blek- 
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O Bleſſed Jeſus, who thy ſelf waſt 
born of a Woman, make haſte to 
help her. Be with her in her ago- 
ny. Enable her patiently ro bear 
her pain; and humbly to depend on 
thy Goodneſs, for lafe'y and falvati- 
on. And it it ſeem good to thee, 
ſhorten her labour, and make her 
the joyful Mother of a Child; to 
ſucceed in our place to love and 
ſerve thee, the Saviour of men. A- 
mex. 


| Lord, hear our prayer : Theſe Senten- 
And let our cry come unto tn repeated, 


thee. 


Ariſe, and belp her, and deliver her 
for thy mercies ſake, Plal. 44 ult. 


O Saviour of the World, who by thy 
croſs an1 paſſion hat redeemed us : ſave 
her and help her, we humbly beſeech 
thee, 0 Lord. 


3384 - 4 Thankſgiving after 


A Thankſgiving to be uſed by thoſe pre- 
| ſent after her ſafe Deliverance. - 


E thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of H:aven and Earth, for thy : 
long continued Goodneſs to us rhy 
Creatures, who are unworthy of the 
leaſt of thy favours. JU» thee we live 
and move, and have our being. And 

 4t is only of thy mercy, that we have 
not lived in perpetual pain and tor- 
ment, ſpending our days in fighs and 
lamentations: but have enjoyed much 
health and eaſe, and ' had innumera- 
ble occaſions to praile thee, and to 
rejoyce in thee; who lradeſt us dayly 
with thy benefits Bi:ſled be thy 
Name, Q- Lord, who forgroeſt af our 
mniquities, aud healeſt all our diſeaſes. 
Who redeemeſt our life from deſtrutti- 
on, and crowneſt us with loving tind- 
neſs. and. tender mercies, More par- 
ticularly we thank thee, that thou 
haſt heard the "»mble fupplications 
of this thy. Serv.21; to whom wy 
| ha 
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haſt now granted a gracious delive- 
rance, and turned her forrow and 
heavineſs, into joy and gladneſs.. We 
thank thee that thou haſt ſent her 
ſeaſonable Helpers, and bleſfed their 
endeavours | for the preſervation of 
her, and of the fruit of her Womb. 
And that thou likewiſe vouchſafeſt 
her all needful things for her retreſh- , 
ment in this weak condition where. © 
in ſhe lies ;. waiting upon thee for - 
the perfeing of thy mercies to- 
wards her. 

Accept, we beſeech thee, of our 
hearty acknowledgments, of thy 
powerful and good Providence over 
her, and over any perlon here- 
ſent -in the like neceſſity ; which we 
now thankfully call to mind, and de- 
fire may never be forgotten. O chat 
a lively remembrance of this and all 
other thy mercies, may ſo mightily 
affe&t our hearts, that we may be 
moved thereby to fear thee, all our 
days, and to love thee, and to put 
our truſt in _ and with quiet and 

' reſigned 
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refigned minds to caſt all our burdens 
and cares on thee, in a conſtant and 
chearful obedience to all thy holy 
commands. | 

And fince thou haſt begun to.be fo 
gracious to this thy Handmaid, grant 
unto her and her relations further fa- 
your ; axd finiſh their life ,, . . 
in health, with joy and ns 
mercy. Renew her ſtrength daily : 
and as that encreaſeth ; ſo make her 
thankfulneſs and pious affeRions to- 
wards thee, and ſerious refolutions to - 
obey thee faithfully, grow up together 
therewith. 

Refreſh her Spirit, while ſhe lieth 
on this bed of weakneſs, with many 
heavenly thoughts and delightful me- 
ditations of all thy mercies towards 
her, and towards Mankind ; 'eſpecial- 
ly with a ſenſe of thy wonderful love 
in Chriſt Jeſus; who was pleaſed to 
be born of a Woman, and to become 
ke one of us; that we might be af- 
ſured of thay care over us in every 
condition, and be made thy —_— 
| 5 an 
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and at laſt the Heirs of everlaſting life. 
And when ſhe hath recovered ' her 
former ſtrength, make her to feel this 

love ſtill more powerful in her hearr; 
exciting her to (erve thee carefully in 
all righteouſnels, ſobriety, modeſty, 
devotion and readineſs to afſhſt others, - 
eſpecially the poor and needy, in the 
fame diſtreſs wherein ſhe hach been 
her (elf. 

We commend likewiſe this lietle 
one, which thou haſt bleſſed her with- 
all, unto thy tender care and fatherly 
love; befeeching thee, that- it may 
live to be dedicated unto thee, and 
to be inſtructed in the knowledge of 
thee, and to praiſe thee, as we now 
do, for bringing it into the World ; 
and for making it Partaker likewiſe 
of thy Grace in Chriſt Jeſus. Or if/ir 
ſhall ſeem good to thee, to let either 
of them fall into any further danger, 
enable her to endure it with patient 
ſubmiſſion to thee: truſting even in 
death it ſelf, in thy good providence, 
and in thy precious promiſes, who 

I 2 never 
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never faileſt thoſe that faithfully ſeek 
thee. 

Hear us, O Father of mercies, and 
pardon our offences: pitty our infir- 
mities : make us more thankful for 
what we have received; and more 
fit for thy future mercies, cither in 
this life, or in the next, through thy 
infinite love declared to us in Chriſt 
Jeſus; in whoſe holy words we con- 
clude our Prayers, ſaying, as he hath 
taught us, 


Our Father, &c. 


—_ 


—_— 


A Thankſgiving to be uſed by the per- 
ſon her ſelf, when ſhe is able. 


| Nto thee, O God, do 1 give thanks, 
wato the do I give thanks : for 
Phil. 75. 1 that thou art near, thy 
18.6. wondrous works declare. 

In my diſtreſs I called upon 

34: 4 thee, and my cry came 


133-> auto thee, 7 ſought thee, 
0 
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O Lord, ant thou heard- p 

eſt me , and deliveredſ|t & w 
me from all my fears. In 

the day when 7 cried, $6. 1%» 
thou anſweredſt me, and ** 3P 3v 
ftrengthnedſt me with ſtrength in my 
foul. Thou haſt Vrought up my ſoul from 
the grave : thou haſt kept me alive, that 
I ſhould not go down to the pit. Bleſſed 
be God, which hath not turned away 
my prayer, nor his mercy from me. Bleſs 
ſed be God, who hath preſerved the 
Fruit of my Womb, .and made m2 the 
joyful Mother of a Child. Thy waws 
are upou me, O God, I will render praiſe 
unto thee. I will finz unto the Lord as 
long as I live: I will fing praiſes unto 
my God, while I have any being. My 
meditation of him: ſhall. be ſweet, 1 will 
be glad in the Lord. 

Accept, . Q. moſt uerciful Father, 
of theſe thankful acknowledgements , 
which go not forth out of 
prod, lips, | And be plea» _ 
(ed graciouſly to preſerve 
'(uch a ——— — 

3 . 
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of thy great mercies in my heart; that 
I may always be joyful in thee, and 
ſpeak good of thy Name, and truſt 
in thee at all times, and ſtill cry wnto 
thee, O God moſt high, who performeſt 
all things for me. Make me ſtudious 
likewiſe, and forward to bring forth 
all the fruits of righteouſneſs, through- 
out the whole courſe of my life, which 
may witneſs the truth and ſincerity of 
my thankfulneſs to thee. 

O that I may never be leſs earneſt 
and fervent in the return of obedi- 
ence, than I have _ 8 _ _ 

ayers to receive thy B ! Di 
_ me to have a kind and tender 
care of this Infant, which thou haſt 
committed to my charge. Make me 
willing to undergo to- the utmoſt of 
my power, the pains that accompany 
its education. Let not the love of caſe 
and pleaſure breed in me an averſe- 
neſs to any Duty, to which both Na- 
ture and Religion incline me: or 
give me Grace, by ſober thoughts, 
and a thankful remembrance of thee 


late 
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late pain from which thou haſt deli- 
vered me, to overcome it. | 

Eſpecially endue me with the great- 
eſt love to its precious and immortal 
Soul. And help me (fo to grow and 
encreaſe in Chriſtian Wildom and 
Goodneſs, that | may be able to in- 
ſtru& it when it is capable, in the 
fear of our Lord ; and by meek and 
gentle 'admonitions, together with a 
good example in all things, to win it 
to the love of true Godlineſs. Or if 
thou art pleaſed to take it from me, 
who deſerve not the leaſt of thy mer- 
cies; Lord, fo moderate my affeRi- 
ons, and bring them in ſubjection to 
thee, that I may not undutifully re- 
pine at thy Providence, but in an 
humble adoration of thy unſearchable_ 
Wiſdom, ' and a ſtedfaſt confidence 
of thy good Will towards me, reſign 
it unto thee, from whom [I received 
IT. 

And I alſo befeech thy Divine 
Goodneſs, when thou ſhalt reſtore me 
to-the publick Aſſemblies of thy Peo-' 

; S 4 ple 
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ple again, to give me grace to receive 
that mercy with exceeding joy. Pre- 
pare my heart with an enlarged affe- 
Ction to offer unto thee not only the 
Sacrifice of praiſe, giving thanks unto 
thy Name ; but all other oblations 
which ought to accompany ſuch ad- 
dreſſes to thy glorious Majeſty. That 
they may be but an earneſt of my fu- 
ture diligence and zeal in thy Divine 
Service, and of my readineſs to do 
£00d, and communicate unto others; 
whereby I may /ay «p in 
ftore for my ſelf a good 
foundation againſt the time to come, that 
1 may lay hold on eternal life, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amex. 


x Tim: 6, 19, 


0 IN 


A Prayer for good ſucceſs in fome exs+ 
traordinary bufineſs. 


Atmighy and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, the ſupreme Governour 
of the whole World : who  diſpoſeſt 


and ordercſt all things in Heaven and 
Earth 


in ſome extraordinary Buſineſs. 3973; 
Earth with admirable judgment ; and 
canſt, not poſſibly erre in what thou 
doeſt ;. nor fail of -what thou deſign- 
eſt. I. adore 'in the humbleſt reve- 
rence of my Soul .thy moſt. glorious 
Majeſty; thy eternal Power, Holi- 
neſs, Goodneſs and Truth, which are 
all beyond my comprehenſion. And 
more. particularly I adore thy unſpot- 
ted . Juſtice, ' and all ſeeing Wiſdom, 
which penetrates. into the deepeſt 
Secrets, and ſpies out all the ways of 
the Sons of men, and renders. to eye- 
ry.one of them according to their do- 
10gs.- 

1 know, .O Lord, that the way of 
man is not in himſelf : it Ter, 10.. 23. 
is not in man. that walk. 
eth to dirett his ſteps. 
The. ſucceſs of all our. Wot 
counſels and a&ions de- 1% 4 9: 
pends on thy pleaſure ; and when we 
have deviſed the way we intend to go, 
thou giveſt .it what iſſues ſeems good 
in thine eyes. There are many devices 
in. man's heart ; nevertheleſs thy coun- 


Ss fel... 


Prov, 16, 9... 
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ſel, O Lord, that ſhall ſtand. I will 
therefore Bleſs thee, O Lord my God, 
alway, and defire of thee that my ways 
may be direfted, and that all my paths 
and counſels may proſper : for thou thy 
felf giveſt all good things, and thou 
humblefF whom thou wilt, and as thou 

wile. On, | 
'__ Accordingly I now moſt earneſtly 
recommend my ſelf, and all my con- 
"Bp, ; Cerns to thee; who haft 

+35" bid me in al my ways ac- 
knowledge thee, and thou wilt dire 
my paths. TI truſt in thy wile and 
good Providence with al my heart, 
and lean not unto mine own underſtand- 
ing. I hope in thy mercy that thou 
wilt ſo dire, affiſt and proſper all 
my thoughts, deſigns and endeavours, 
_ they may attgin their defired 
end. vs | 
And above alf things, 1 deſire that 
| F may have grace to defign and ſeek 
for nothing but what is juſt and ho- 
neſt, pious and charitable, praiſe- 
worthy and 'of good report. Blefs 
| me, 
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me, good Lord, with that integrity 
of heart, in which thou fo much de- 
lighteſt :and then bleſs me with wit 
dom and good underſtanding in all 
my affairs, that 7 may guide them with 
diſcretion. For it is thou 
that leadeſt into wiſdom, Wd-7- 15, 16. 
and direfeft the wiſe. In 9. 10. 
thy hand are both we and 
our words : all Wiſdom | 
alſo and knowledge of workmanſhip. 
Leave. me not therefore; O Lord Fa- 
ther and Governour of all my whole life, 
leave me not to my ſelf alone : bur 
ſend out thy wiſdom from the throne of 
thy glory, that being preſent ſhe may 
labour with me. And turn away from 
me vain hopes. Endue me alſo with 
a patient, contented and untroubled 
Spirit, that I may wait on thee as long 
as thou pleaſeft : and wharſoever the 
event ſhall be, enable me to rejoyce 
in thee as my portion, and to reſt 
perfectly ſatisfied in thy love, and in 
the aſſured hope. of good things in 
the other World. 


Ecclus, 23- I, 5. 


| hum--- 
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I humbly recommend likewiſe to 
thy merciful guidance, all thoſe with 
whom I have entruſted any of my 
' concerns; that they may manage 
all their undertakings with skill 
and prudence , juſtice, and - fideli- 
ty ; and'do for me, as they . would 

that | 5x. Grey ou 

« 1-. 10. do for them. e us 
prior; 4 4 all ever mindful}, that aZ 
Ro. 16. 25927-' our works are as the San 

before thee, and thy eyes 
are continually upon our ways ; that we 
may never dare to do any thing but 
what thou approveſt, and: of which 
we may give a comfortable account, 
at the Great Day of Judgment. 

Now unto him that is of power to da 
for me exceeding abundantly above ,all 
that 1 ask or think, to God only wie, 
be Glory through Jeſus Chriſt for ever. 
Amen. 


A. Fray- 


A Prayer for one, &c. 7397 


A. Prayer when one , intends to Jive 
Unmarried. 


Lord, the Lover of Souls ; for 
whom. they. were made, and 
in. whom alone they.,can be happy : 
There is none. 1 have in PAL; ade "ok 
heaven but thee, nor on 
earth that I defire befides thee. Who 
art the Perfeqtion of Wiſdom, Power 
and Goodneſs ; and the Fountain of 
all the good that is in-us. Thou art 
able to raiſe us to what degree of Wiſ 
dom, Strength and Goodneſs thou 
pleaſeſt : and haſt promiſed us thine 
aſliſtance to make us like unto thee : 
and aſſured us we ſhall be immortally 
bleſſed, by. a glorious participation 
cf thee. Thou draweſt us. ſo migh- 
tily, that we have no power to reſiſt 
thee; when our Minds turn them- 
ſelves towards thee, and reflet. upon 
thy. moſt excellent Nature, which, 
diſcovers it (elf, in all, thy Bounty. to 
Ws, andthe reſt.of thy. Creatures. . = 
E 
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We cannot but Jove thee, when 
we think-of thee, and when we love 
thee, we cannot but again think of 
thee, that we may have the pleaſure 
ſtill of loving thee more. O fit m 
mind, I beſeech thee, in a more 

faſt contemplation of this, and of al 
thy gracious colhmunications to me; 
that I may ſpend my days delightfully 
in a perpetual meditation of thy mer- 
cies, which I have received in ſuch 
abundance'from thee! 

There is nothing 1 know more na- 
tural and more caſte, than to think of 
the kindneſſes of thoſe that love us; 
eſpecially theirs to whom we- bear a- 
mutual love. O how great, how free 
and undeferved' is thy love to us! 
What infinite reaſon is there that we 
ſhould love thee” with: all-our heart, 
and with- all our foul, and with all 
our ſtrength | Infpire me, O God, . 
with ſuch a lively ſenfe of thy Good- 
neſs in my Creation, -and ever fince 
both to my Soul and to my Body, that 
1. may ever Preſerve a fweeat® and 
grateful 
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rateful remembrance of itz and may 
fee it provoking me daily to comme- 
morate thy loving kindneſs, with the 
moſt ardent love of thee, my. moſt 
bountiful Benefator. O that could 
love thee, in every thing that- I ſee 
and-enjoy ! and being led by it to the 
thoughts of thy admirable Wiſdom, 
which aſhoniſhes vs, in the leaſt of thy 
Creatures; and of thy matchleſs 
Goodneſs, which hath provided fuch 
variety of pleaſures for all our ſenſes. 
Poſſeſs me with a great and ſtrong 
admiration of-the excellency of wi 
dom ; that I: may be a lover of her 
beauty, and ſeek her out __. : 
from my youth ; defiring © 
to marry fer to my ſelf. For thou the Lord 
of all things, - thy ſelf, loveſt her: And 
therefore [ purpoſe to take her to live 
with "me; knowing that ſhe will _ be a 
connſellor of good things, and a comfort 
in cares ant grief. But eſpecially 0- 
veri\power my heart with a ſtrong and 
laſting ſenſe of thy exceeding abun- 
dant kindneſs in Chriſt Jetus 3- 2» 
loo Y 0 whon- 


j 
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| whom thou haſt choſen-me, 
0 brag that I ſhould be boly, aud 
without blame before: thee in love. Let 
me never think of that, but with ſuch 
great tranſports of love and joy, and 
thankfulneſs unto thee, as may make 
me then forget all other things. And 
make me to underſtand more. and 
more how thy love in him: hath a- 
bounded towards us in all wiſdom aud 
prudence. That ſo | may be the more 
moved to admire it, and delight to 
meditate upon it, and be ſtill ſearch- 
ing into thoſe Treaſures of thy Wit 
dom, and unſearchable Riches-of- thy 
Epheſ, 3. 19, Grace: till I come to. be 
| filled with. all the fullneſs 
of thee, my God. 

Tranſlate all my affeQions. from 
theſe. lower. objes, to thim- that is 
Pal, as. 2, fairer then the childrey. of 
'" *. men; Who loved me. fo 
much as to die for me ; who. is riſen 
again, and fits at thy right hand. in 
incomparable Majeſty and: Glory. 
Raiſe up my thoughts as high as that 
| | heavenly. 
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heavenly place where he is, and where 
I hope one day to be; equal ?o the 
Angels, who neither marry, 
nor are gruen in marriage. 
Help me to begin that happy ſtate in 
ſeparating my elf frequently from all 
this World, and joyning with that 
bleſſed Company above, in praiſing 
thee, and giving thanks unto thee; 
whoſe mercies are great, and endure 
for ever. 

And when I am about any other 
employment ; help me cheartfully to 
attend it; and with a willing mind to 
perform the Duties belonging to it. 
Poſſeſs me with ſuch an hatred of idle- 
neſs and floth, that I may always be 
buſied about ſome good or innocent 
thiog. Eſpecially diſpoſe me ro exer- 
_ ciſemy ſelf-in works of mercy and 
charity; and to take-all opportunities 
of doing good, to the Bodies or Souls 
of my Neighbours. | 

Endue me with prudence and dif- 
cretion in the choice of my Company 
and Friends : and give me Wiſdom to 
improve 


Luke 20, 16, 
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tmprove their Society to the beſt pur- 
poles. Make my mind more heaven- 
ly : and when any thoughts contrary 
te my inclinations and refoſution a- 
riſe in me, turn them immediately to 
thy ſelf, and my bleſſed Saviour. O- 
pen my eyes to behold the things that 
are not ſeen; and put out the ſplen- 
dor of all thoſe things that dazle our 
eyes here, by the appearance of a 
brighter and more glorious good, 
Which may raiſe my deſigns higher 
than this Worldz and make all my paſ- 
ftons and affefions more equal and mo- 
derate ; my diſcourſe more profitable ; 
my behaviour more humble, modeſt, 
and ſuch as becometh Saints; and all 
my actions more conformable to thy 
Will, and more exemplary to ttioſe 
whom I converſe —_ - y wery ” 
of peace ſanitifie me whol- 

to nating 4 Ln. preſerve my whole 
ſpirit, and ſoul, and body blameleſs un- 
to the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
O that my love to any thing here 
may not turn into wantonneſs and fol- 


ly ; 
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ly; nor my joy and chearfulneſs, into 
lightneſs and vanity ; nor my ſeriouf 
neſs or forrow, into melancholy and 
diſcontent; nor my juſt anger, into 
hatred and contention; nor induſtry 
in my buſineſs, into carefulneſs, diſtruſt 
and earthlineſs of mind; nor my dif- 
cretion and prudence, into craft, dif- 
ſembling and deceit ! 

Diſpoſe my heart, that I may fo 
mind heavenly things, as to be very 
humble and lowly in my own eyes; 
and be fo humble and ſenſible of my 
own unworthineſs and weakneſs, as 
to make my addreſſes to thee conti- 
nually, with the greater earneſtneſs, 
for thy merciful help and ſupply. 
Teach me fo to pray and call upon 
thee, as to labour and ſtrive my elf; 
and fo to labour and run, that I may 
obtain. Let Faith in thy good Pro- 
vidence and precious Promiſes be my 
comfort; and hope of thy Glory make 
me rejoice, and a great love to thee 
make me unwearied, and fill me with 
the conſolations of the Holy _ 

that 
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O that my Religion may become my 
Nature; ſo that it may not be my 
burden or trouble: and help me fo 
to look upon it as my Duty, as with- 
all to account it my honour, privi- 
ledge and happineſs. 

O that I may never deſire any thing 
but to be ſo pure as thou wouldeſt 
have me; and to enjoy thoſe rewards 
of holineſs, which thou canſt and wilt 
beſtow upon me. This is the ſumm 
of my deſires; that whatſoever I do 
may pleaſe thee, and whatſoever thou 
doſt may be pleaſing to me. Lord, 
hear me, and anſwer me graciouſly. 
And if | ſhall ſee any cauſe hereafter 
to change my-condition, preſerve in 
me an unchangeable love to thee a- 
bove all things. That. ſtill I may 
Pleaſe thee, and be acceptable in thy 
fight ; delighting my ſelf in wiſdom, 
wit, 6.6, 20d repeſng. my [eff wah 

e&r, for her. comverjation 
hath no bitterneſs, and to: live with her 
hath no ſorrow, but mirth and joy. In 
which happineſs, the Lord vouchſafe 


to 
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to keep me, whatever my condition 
be, for Jeſus his ſake, to whom with 
thee, O Father, and thy Bleſſed Spi- . 
rit, be everlaſting Praiſes. Ame. 


D—_— 


A ſhorter to be added at any time to 
other Devotions. 


Bleſſed Jeſus, who cameſt down 
from Heaven in the moſt fa- 
miliar manner to us; and kept'ſt thy 
ſelf unſpotted from the World, while - 
thou hadſt the moſt free converſation 
mit. I commend my ſelf to thy gra- 
cious proteQion, guidance and blef- 
ſing : beſeeching thee to preſerve me 
holy both in body and ſpirit, while I 
live among men, and am not retired 
from them. 

I defire chiefly to care for thoſe 
things that belong to thee 
our Lord, how 1 may pleaſe — 
thee, and attend upon thee 
without diſtraftion : Favour there- 
fore I humbly intreat thee, theſe pi- 
ous 
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- ous inclinations. I know how weak 
eur nature is; and therefare the more 
- earneſtly defire thee to keep my heart 
ſtedfaſt in this purpoſe, if thou: ſeeſt 
it beſt for me. Help me to employ 
my thoughts chearfully and conſtant- 
ly in heavenly things, Fill me with 
great devotion to thee; that when 
I am employed in other affairs, .ard 
am in other Company, ' they may not 
draw my heart too ſtrongly to thens: 
but I may ſtill remain fixed in what I 
have decreed: to be freed from all o 
ther cares, that I may more entirely. 
ſerve thee. 

Give thy holy Angels a ſpecial 
Charge of me. Let thy bleſſed Spirit 
powerfully aſſiſt me. Turn away 
mine eyes from beholding vanity. 
Incline me alway. to adorn my ſelf 

_ modeſt apparel with ſbame- 
"enum #9 facdneſs and ſobriety* ſtu- 
dying rather ro approve my {elf to 
thee in good works, than to: appear 
beautiful betore\Men. 


Be 
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Be thou my Love, my Satisfation, * 
my Joy, my hearts Delight. Never * 
abſeat thy {elf from me, nor kave me 

to follow any of my own paſſions: 

but conduct me pure and undefiled to 

the Company of thoſe bleſled Virgins 

and holy ones, who reign with thee 

for ever. Amen, Lord Jeſus. 


I pray God my whole Spirit, and Soul 
and Body be preſerved bameleſs unto 
| BY the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 Theſl. 5. 23: 


PET —_— 


| BY 4 Prayer when there are any thoughts 
of changing that condition, and des 
| liberations about Marriage. 


| Lord, my moſt gracious and 
| ' merciful Father of whoſe ten» 
, | der ctre and geod Provideiice Þ have 
 B had fo long and abundant experience, 
BF that I ſhould be extremely ungrateful 

if I ſhould not acknowledge thee, and 

love thee, and truſt in thee, and up- bk 
W | on 4 
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on all occaſions call upon thee, _ and 
ſeek thy favour for ever. There hath 
no day paſled fince I came into the 
World, but It hath brought along 


with it many tokens of thy love, 


which thou art ſtill renewing in every 
moment of my life. By thee I have 
been carried throwgh all the dangers 
of infancy and childhood, unto this 
Age of underſtanding and reaſon. 
And thou haſt bleſſed me many ways 
fince that time ; eſpecially with ſome 
remembrance and ſenſe of thy ſelf, 
from whom I came, and on whom [ 
depend ; which I account the greateſt 
benefit of all. Bleſſed be thy Good- 
neſs that I am not a perfect Stranger 
to thee : but rhat thou haſt made me 


' to know ſomething of thee, and of : 


thy infinite Goodneſs; who alone 
art able to make me happy, both here 
and eternally. 

[ hope in thee O my God, that 
thou wilt never forſake me, but be 
my Guide even unto Death. Pardon, 


I beſeech thee, all rhe fins and negli- 
gences, 
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gences, of which I have been at any 
time guilry : and let them not hinder 
the conrinuance of thy mercy and fa- 
vour towards me on which all the 
comfort of my life depends. Leave 
me not to my ſelf, and the weakneſs 
of my own countlels; eſpecially now 
| in the greateſt turn and change of 
" my life: but vouchſafe to dire my 
thoughts, and all che motions of my 
heart aright, to that which will be 
moſt profitable for me and conduce 
every way to my future comfort and 
ſatisfaction. 
Lead me iu'ihe way wherein I ſhall 
20; and guide me for thy Name's 
lake. Endue me with ſuch a ſerious, 
- conſiderate and diſcerning Spirit, that 
| may not follow the enticements of 
any fading and periſhing Good : but 
| Cleave to that which 1s uncnangea- 
ble, and never dies. Favour, thou 
haſt taught me, 7s deceitful, and 
beauty is Twain: but one 
that feareth the Lord ſhall 
be praiſed, O poſlets my heart with 
= 


Prov. 31. 30, 


an 
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an holy fear of thee: that nothing 
may appear ſo amiable in my Eyes, 
. as true Religion, Picty and Vertue'! 
Make me in love with the Beauties of 
Wiſdom, (for thou loweſt 
To. : = none, but him that dwel- 
leth with wiſdom to be. al. 
lied unto which is immortality ; and 
great pleaſure, I know, it is, to have 
her friendſhip) and with the beauties 
of ſobriety, meeknels, mercitulinels, 
humility, and all thoſe things which 
are the Image of thy Goodneſs, That 
being inclined by theſe in my choice, 
I may find a fit perſon to be the Guide 
of my Youth [or an help meet for me] 
the delight of mine eyes; 1n whoſe 
Society | may enjoy a conſtant relief, 
eaſe and pleaſure, and be ſet forward 
thereby in the way to Heaven. 
 Afit me, I befeech thee, 1n all 
my dcliberations about this change ; 
that | may toberly weigh every thing 
which is offered to my thovghts, And 
aſter all the dangers which, by thy 
Gcouncls, 1 have c{caped, I may not 
be 
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be ſo unhappy now, as to fall into the 
ſaddeſt of all; by the ſtrength of tan- 
cy by raſhneſs and unadviledneſs of 
mind, or the violence and unrulineſs 
of any paſſion: but may diſpoſe of 
my afteQions to a perſon worthy of 
them. Help me, blefled Lord, to 
make ſo wide a choice that I may 
never repent of it afterward. 

Dire> and govern likewiſe the 
minds and hearts of all thoſe [ Pa- 
rents or Friends] that tranſat any 
thing on my behalf. That they may 
have a reſpeR chiefly to thoſe things 
which endure for ever : and ſettle 
me there, where | may moſt glorific 
thee, and do moſt good, and encreaſe 
in wiſdom and vertue, and live in . 
peace, chearfulneſs and- contentment 
to the end of my days. Which mer- 
cies, and all others, that thou ſeeſt 
requifite for me I moſt humbly beg 
of thee for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, the 
Lord of peace; to whom, with thy 
ſelf, and good Spirit, 1 defire to give, 
as is moſt due, eternal praiſes. Amen. 

| T3 A Pray- 
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A Prayer when a perſon ts about to enter 
into the ſtate of Marriage; [and 


may ſerve for any other new condition 


of life. 


Lord, the Guide and Director, 
| the Helper and Comforter. of 
all thoſe that ſeek thee, and depend 
upon thee with their whole heart. 
In a ſerious ſenſe that nothing can 
make me happy Without thy love, 
javour and bleſſing, I humbly caſt 
down my lelt betore thy Divine Ma- 
- jeſty : imploring thy gracious pre- 
lence with me, to inſtruc, govern 
and aſſiſt me in that condition, into 

which, under the conduct and pro- 
retion of thy goad providence, I am 
about to. enter. 

Great and many have been thy 
mercies towa:ds me hitherto, ever 
ſince | was taken by thee out of my 
mother's womb. Thou haſt nouriſhed 
and cloathed me : Thou haſt brought 
me up to ſome knowledpe of thee, _ 
0 
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| of the duty I owe thee: thoy haſt 
fiewn me the path of life, and pre- 
vented me early with thy Grace, to 
diſpoſe my heart to walk in it. And, 
though I have not made, I moſt ſor- 
rowfully confeſs, fuch returns unto 
thee as | ought to have done, yet it is 
ſome comfort to me, to feel my heart 
inclined and reſolved ro be more 
thankful and dutiful hereafter ; and 
to paſs the remaining part of my fo- 
journing here in thy fear and love, 
and ſtedfaſt obedience. 

Pardon mie inererore, DO moi mer- 
ciful » Father, according to thy pro- 
miſes made in Chriſt Jefus, to peni- 
tent finaers, and vouchſafe me rhe 
grace of thy holy Spirit, to lead me 
to a clear and fall underſtanding of 
all the dutics that belong to the ſtate 
and relations in which | have now 
choſen'to lerve thee. Endue me with 
a ſincere and hearty affection to them 
and enable me carefully to perform 
them with a willing mind, and a chear- 


" ful unwearicd ſpirit, as long as thou 
T3 think- 
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thinkeſt fit ro continue me in that 
condition of life. Bleſs me with a 
wiſe and obſervant heart, to diſcern 
and mark the Nature and diſpoſitions 
of thoſe to whom | ſhall be joyned, 
in any bonds of love or duty : That 
I may delight to pleaſe them to the 
utmoſt of my power; and ſtudy their 
content and fatis/ation; and bear 
with their. infirmities: and chuſe the 
ficteſt opportunities: to do them good 
and amend what is amiſs in them.” 

Free us all, who ſhall ſtand related 


&S -» 2» al. acobhoe foo wn all noe ſhnoſe 
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and unreaſonable Paſſions; let no mi- 
ſtake or cauſeleſs jealouſie ſpoil the 
entireneſs of our atieion; endue us 
with great parity of heart, and a 
chaſt converiation : and beſtow up» | 
on ſuch meek, ſweer and compli 
ant diſpoſitions, that this may not 
prove a ſtate of temptation and ſor- 
.row, but of godlineſs and holinels, to 
our mutual joy and happineſs.” 
Make us ever mindful of the Co- 


venant wherein we ſtand engaged to 
each 
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each other ; eſpecially of that ſacred 
Vow wherein. we ftand bound to 
thee, by our being baptized into the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt; that we may 
- faithfully keep and perform it. Tye 
ns ſo faſt tog=ther in unicy of fpiric 
that we may have the ſame common 
cares; and bear one anothers bur- 
dens; and endeavour to increaſe each 
others joys, and lighten each others 
ſorrows: and in all the changes and 
alterations of our condition we may 
religiouſly preſerve an immutuable 
love unto and delight in each other, 
to the end of our days. 

Eſpecially help us to ſtir up one 
another to the love of thee and our 
blefſed Saviour ; and to do all good 
officies to our neighbours : that after 
we have enjoyed the comfort of a 
{weet ſociety, and been a bleſſing to 
all that are near unto us we may fi- 
nally part in peace, and reft in a good 
hope to 4 | together for ever, in 
happy frieadſhip with thee, ang with 
our Lord and all the holy ones. Amer. 
Amen. T 4 | A 
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A Prayer «f Parents for their Children 
when they are grown up to ſome un- 


derſtanding. 


E humbly worſhip thy glori- 
ous Majeſty, O Lord moſt 
high; we acknowledge thy infinite 
goodneſs, that thou art pleaſed to 
give us leave to call thee Father, who 
art the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and of 
Earth. We thank thee for thy moſt 
render care over us ever fince we were 
born. More eſpecially for the know- 
ledge thou haſt given us of thy great 
love in Jeſus Chrift : and that thou 
haſt ſo timely prevented us with thy 
grace ; and inclined our hearts to 
thy fear, and love, and ſervice. 
Vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, O moſt 
merciful Father, to take our Children 
alſo (which we have already dedica- 
ted unto tee, and commended to thy 
care) into the protetion and gui- 
dance of the ſame gracious provi- 
dence, which hath been fo watchful 
over 
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over us. Thou knoweſt the great 
weakneſs of our nature; how fooliſh 
and inconſiderate we are (eſpecially 
in our younger years;) how violent 
in our paſſions ; how apt to liſten to 
temptations, and eafte to be ſeduced 
by them ; how ready to flatter and 
abuſe our ſelves with vain hopes ; and 
how unwilling to believe what is con- 
trary to our deſires. And therefore 
we the more earneſtly implore thy 
bleſſing upon our endeavours, to ſea- 
fon their minds betime with a Religt- 
ous ſenſe of thee their Creator, and 
of their duty which they owe thee, 
and of that good in which their true 
happinels lies. 

And we beſeech thee likewiſe to 
. excite our hearts to the greater dili- 
gence and thoughtfulneſs and care , 
, to imitate thy fatherly love towards 
our ſelves; by watching over them-to 
do them good, and to train them up 
m thy fear. Endae us. with wildom 
and prudence to give them wholeſome 
and ſeaſonable inſtructions ; and dil- 
T 5 pole 
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poſe their hearts to receive and re- 
member them. Help us to govern 
exaQly all our affeQions and paſſions ; 
that we may neither embolden them 
to any thing that is evil by too much 
indulgence, nor diſcourage them in 
their duty by too much ſeverity : but 
be examples of godlineſs and vertue 
to them, by a ſober, grave, gentle, 
humble and devout behaviour and 
converſation, 

Work in them a great reverence 
to all their Governous, Teachers, 
and ſpiritual Paſtors ; and bleſs their 
godly admonitions to them, that they 
may follow and obey them. Dire&t 
us allo in the choice of fit perſons to 
aſlit us in their Education; and in 
the choice of fit employments for 
them ;. whereby they may prove ule- 
ful and-profitable members of Church 
and State. 

Bleſſed be thy goodneſs that they 
have eſcaped the dangers of infancy 
and childhood. Good Lord , pre- 
ferve them from all the evil and wr 
chic 
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chief to which the raſhnels and indit- 
cretion of youth may betray them ; 
And fortifie their minds againſt the 
power of all allurements to ſin; that 
we may live to ſee them thy dutiful 
and obedient children, and may leave 
the world in hope that they will con- 
tinue ſo unto their lives end. 

Or if thou takeſt us away beſore 
they come to their full age, we com- 
mend them with the more ardent at- 
fe@ion to thy never failing mercy and 
compafſion. O thou who art the 
Father of the fatherleſs be \;, @. . 
their God ; and let them Sa 
find mercy with thee, accor- 
ding to thy word. Diſpoſe of them fo, 
that by loving and careful Governours, 
holy.” examples, innocent and good 
company, 'pious and diſcreet countels, 
with the help of thy divine grace, they 
may ever be fccured in their duty, 
and follow after us to eternal life : 
through Chriſt Jeluas. Amey. 


Hoſ. 14. 3. 
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A ſhort Prayer for the ufe of a little 
Child. 


Lord, my moſt loving Saviour 
and merciful Redeemer ; who 
commandeſt that the little children 
fhould come unto thee, and didſt take 
them up in thine Arms, lay thy hands 
upon them, and bleſs them: Look 
graciouſly upon me, I humbly be- 
feech thee, and bleſs me, who 'am 
one of thy children, dedicated to thy 
ſervice. Pity the weakneſs of my 
tender age, and prevent me betumes, 
with thy grace. Make me ſeriouſly 
to remember my Creator in the days 
of my youth. Endue me with the 
fear of my God ; and make me al- 
ways mindful of the Vow, and Pro- 
miſe that was made in my name, 
when I was baptized ; 9 forſate- the 
Devil and all his works, to believe in 
God and to ſerve bim. 
Make me dutiful (as thon O Lord 
Jelus waſt) unto my Parents [loving 
. to 
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A Prayer for'a Child, aus 
to my Brethres and Siſters ] obedient 
to my Inſtructors ; thankful . for” the 
good counſel of my friends: humble 
and reverent to my Betters: and 
meek and gentle to all men. That as 
L grow in years, ſo I may grew in 
wiſdom and favour with. thee, and 
with all thoſe who are good. 

Preſerve me from all dangers; let 
thy good Angels be my keepers and 
defenders ; and guide me by thy holy 
Spirit , that the longer I live, the 
better I may be, to the comfort of 
my Parents, the honour and glory of 
my God, and my own happineſs, 
here and for ever. Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 


A ſhorter, 


Eavenly Father who diſpifeft 
nothing that thou haſt made, 


but takeſt care of the beaſts of the 
Farth,” and of the Fowls. of the Ale : 
wr 7 - ble 


\ #> 


422 An Orphan's Prayer. 
bleſs me thy. child, whom thou haſt 
made in thy Image, and adopted for. 
thy own by thy grace in Chriſt. Pre- 
ſerve -me this day from all evil, both 
in foul and body, give me what thou 
feeſt good for. me. Eſpecially an heart 
to know thee early, to be thankful 
to thee, to love thee, and to do! thy 
will, as well as I am'/able. Bleſs my 
Father and my Mother, and all my 
friends and make me a follower of 
thoſe who are good; for the ſake of 
my Saviour Chriſt ——_ the Lord. 
Amen. 


Our Father, &c. 


A Prayer for the uſe of a Child that 
hath loſt its Parents. 


Lord who never faileſt thoſe 

that rag thee : bur Fa, to 

the beaſt his food, and to 

— the young. - ' ravens ' which 
cry, TI caſt my elf pon thy: infinite 
« goodnels, 
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goodneſs, with whom the fatherlels 
have been wont to find mercy. Be 
thou O Lord, Father and 
God of my life , a moſt 
merciful and gracious Father unto 
me: and provide what thou ſeeſt, 
in thy wiſdom to be neceſlary for 
me. 

Eſpecially, beſtow upon me ſome 
faithful friend that will admoniſh me, 
and take care of my ſoul to bring me 
up religiouſly in the fear of thee my 
God. Preſerve me from all diſtruſt 
of thy good providence. Give - me 
favour in the eyes of others, by an 
humble, ſubmiſſive and good beha- 
viour towards them. Make me dili- 
gent and induſtrious in ſome honeſt 
calling. And bleſs my labours and 
endeavours, that I may not be a bur- 
den unto others. But whatſoever my 
portion be in this world, give me 
grace to hye fo piouſly, juſtly and 
ſoberly, that I may not miſs of that 
incorruptable inheritance , 


which fadeth wot away, re- 


Eccluy. 23+ 4. 


I Pet. I. 4s 


ſerved, 
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ſerved in the heavens for us; through 
Chriſt Jeſus. Amey. 


A Prayer to be uſed by a Widow. 


GOD, by whoſe wiſe provi- 
dence, which I humbly adore 
and reverence, [ am left without. my 
deareſt companion and guide in this 
our Pilgrimage ; and thereby depri- 
ved of the ſweeteſt comfort of life : 
behold the deſolate and forrowſul e- 
ſtate of thy poor handmaid, who ſup- 
plicates thy tender mercy and com- 
paſſion towards her. Comfort me, 
good Lord, with a delightful ſenſe of 
thy Divine Preſence with me; and 
draw my heart the nearer to thee, in 
holy love and devout aftetion, and 
a lively hope that thou wilt never 
leave me nor forſake me. 
I ought to thank thee at all times 
- for the many tokens of thy love to- 
wards me ; and particularly for lend- 


ing me this bleſſing fo long, the m 
| O 
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of which 1 now feel, by the want [I 
am in of its ſupport. Pardon me, I 
beſeech thee, that I have not been fo 
thankful for it, and the reſt of thy 
mercies, as | ought : nor ſo carefully 
improved them as I might have done. 
O take not away thy loving kindneſs 
from me in diſpleaſure. But vouchſafe 
ſtill the continuance of thy favour 
towards me; eſpecially the ſupport 
of thy Divine Grace by the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to enable me to bear 
this afflition with an humble, meek 
and parient ſpirit. 

Moderate all my paſſions. Free me 
from all diſcontented and diſtruſtful 
thoughts. Help me to caſt all my 
care __ = who relieveſt the father- 
leſs and widow, and careſt 
evex for the ſtranger. Fix NG 
my mind upon thy love in the Lord 
Jeſus ; in whom thou wouldeſt have 
us to rejoyce always. Lift up my 
thoughts to thoſe heavenly enjoy- 
ments in that bleſſed place where he 
is ; [to which I hope my husband as de- 
| parted.) 
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parted) And help me to follow after 
him with all diligence in a pure, grave 
and godly converſation, and by a 
careful education of my Children, to 
endeavour that they may be alſo with 
us 1n that glory. 

Let thy bleſſing ever reſt upon: 
them. And now that they are left to 
me alone, give me fo much the more 
wiſdom to inſtrut and govern them 
aright; and ſo much the more love 
to them and tender affetion to their 
good and welfare. Make them to be 
a comfort for me in my Widowhood 
by their increaſe in' godlineſs ; that 
we may chearfully ſerve thee toge- 
ther, in Prayers and Thankſgivings 
and reading of thy holy Word, and 
Communion with our bleſſed Saviour, 
and all other ations of 's Chriſtian 
life. Prepare us for whatſoever con- 
dition it is, into which thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed to bring us; that neither ful- 
neſs nor poverty, honour nor re- 
proaches, health nor ſickneſs, may 


ever ſeparate us from thy love in 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus : but we may -perſevere 
in patient obedience to thee till we 
receive the crown of life which he 
hath promiſed to them that love thee. 
Amen. 


—_—_— — 


A Prayer for the uſe of a poor Servant. 


() Lord moſt high ; who art the 
Maker of the rich q_ .. , 


and of the poor ; with 

whom there 1s no reſpe& of perſons - 
Look graciouſly npon me, I humbly 
beſeech thee, "who here caſt down 
my ſelf before thee acknowledging thy 


- Sovereign power over all, and thy 


wile providence which hath diſpoſed 
all things into ſeveral ranks and or- 
ders for their mutual help and bene- 
fit. I humbly ſubmit to the ſtate and 
condition wherein thou haſt been 
pleaſed to place me , below many 
other. I thank thee that I live; and 
that 1 live in health; and have ſtrength 
of body ; (great and invaluable bleſ- 
ſings!) . 
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fings! and that I have fo much li- 
berty as to make my requeſts unto 
thee, and acknowledge thy mercies ; 
and that I have any hope thou wilt 
never ceaſe to do me good, till thou 
haſt crowned all thy mercies in eter- 
nal life. 

Good Lord, pardon me, if I have 
at any time murmur'd and repind at 
my .condition, or envied the higher 
eſtate of other perſons. Pardon all 
my other offences, whatſoever they 
have been ; and vouchſafe but to de- 
liver me from the bondage of fin and 
to make me a Servant of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and I ſhall not only be conten- 
ted, but perpetually rejoyce in thy 
Salvation. 

Endue me with a right underſtand- 
ing of my duty in this relation where- 
in I ſtand. That according to thy 
command, | may account choſe whom 

I ſerve worthy of all ho 
7, 7m. 61. wour ; being careful ro 

- 2. 9, Io . . 
Eph, 6. 5, 79, pleaſe them in all things 

never contradicting , nor 


purloy- 
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purloyning : but ſhewing all good fide- 
lity ; and with good will and ſingleneſs 
of heart doing, ſervice, as to the Lord 
and not to men. Help me to demean 
my ſelf ſo humbly, and 
whatſoever I do, to do it 
fo heartily ; that I may 
obtain favour in their eyes. Or if 
they be froward and hard to pleaſe 
O God preſerve me from all unſeem- 
ly paſſions, and direlpeAtful behavi- 
our towards them, and make me fo 
much the more dilig*qt in their buſt- 
neſs : remembring that _ * « 

I ferve the Lord Chriſt, 2 FW "I 
from whom I expe ro 

receive the reward of the inheritance. 

If thou art pleaſed any other way 
to affli& me, with ſickneſs or pains in 
my body, which may hinder my la- 
bour and caſt me into poverty, Lord, 
ſtill Rtrengthen my faith and confi- 
dence in thee. And help to bear it 
with a patient mind ; looking unto 
Jelus who took upon him the form of 


a ſervant, and became poor and fut- 
fered 


Coloff, 3. 23, 
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fered much for our ſakes; but now 
is therefore highly exalted to fuccour 
and comfort all thoſe that follow after 
him contentedly in well doing. In his 
Name and Words I commend my 
ſelf unto thy mercy, ſaying, 


Oar Father, &c. 


A Country-man's Prayer for fruitful 


Seaſons. 


God the Creator and Preſerver 
of all things, who cafeth the 
graſs to grow for the Cattle, 


_ po. i and Herb for the ſervice of 
Man : who bringeſt forth 
food out of the Earth, and bleſſed the.. 
ſpringing thereof. Be pleaſed Graci- 
ouſly to look down from 
thy holy habitation, from 
Heaven, upon us thy people, and up- 
on the Land wherein we dwell. That 
both it may become fruitful, and 


yield its increaſe ; and we alſo may 
grow 


| 
| 
: 
| 
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Deur, 26. 15. . 
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grow in all wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and bring forth plenteouſly the fruit 
* | of good works; to the honour and 
; | praiſe of tby .name, and to our per- 
+ Þ pctual comfort, both in this world 
and in the world to come, through 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour. Amer. 


—C — — 


A Prayer when the Weather is Unſea- 
7 ſonable. 


: God who for our unthankful- 
neſs and abuſe of thy bleſſings 
art juſtly diſpleaſed at us; and doſt 
now puniſh us [with the want of the 
ſhowers of Heaven * | LY 
whereby we are in dan- Moron s > 
ger to loſe the labour of e.. 
our hands : be pleaſed to 
| | accept of our unieigned repentance, 
and mercifully to forgive the fins of 
- | thy People. 
| Viſit the earth again, and water it; 
* | make it foft with ſhowers, and let the 
clouds 
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: _ _ fatneſs on it ; 
* In a timeef ſor, * let not the fleuds o 
_ water overflow us, nor +4 
Sed 2 296 ſeed be rotten under the 

cled: but] as the fields 
Joel 1. 11: now languith, and joy is 
Plal. 104. 30. withered away from the 

ſons of men: o let thy 
goodneſs renew the face of the earth, 
and make the paſtures and the fields 
to ſhout for joy, and fing. 

Lord hear the cry of the poor and 
needy. Let it ſuffice that we eat our 
7 OUR bread in the ſweat of our 

ha brows : but do not pu- 
niſh us with ſcarcity of bread which 
is the ſtaff and ſupport of our life. 
Have pity upon our perpetual labour 
and toil, and let us reap the fruit of 
it : for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, who was 
made a curſe for us ; that 
we might inherit a ble 


Gal. 3. 13. 


fing. To him, with thee, O Father” 
of mercies, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all honour, glory and praiſe, both now 


and for ever. Amen. 


"0 
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A Thankſgiving for a good Harveſt, 


E praiſe thee. O God, who 
haſt opened to us thy good trea- 
ſure : and given us rain 
from Heaven and fruitfull Nu" - = 
ſeaſons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladneſs. Bleſſ:d be 
God for the plenty wherewith he 
hath Joaded the Earth ; and for the 
fair weather he hath ſent us, that 
we might gather it into our Barns. 
He maketh graſs to grow 
upon the mountaines; He 
grveth to the beaſt his food ; 


Plal. 147.8,9, 
14, 


and he filleth us with the fineſt > the 


wheat. He watcheth the 
Farth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give 
ſeed to the ſower, and 5read to the eater. 

To him therefore be the praiſe, for 


Iſa, 55. ”= 


theſe and all other his benefits. Let 


all the world rejoice and be glad in 
him ; who prepares a table for us, and 


ſatisfies our mouths with good things, 
and 
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' nd makes our Cap to run over. O 
that our hearts may even overflow 
with love andthankfulneſs ro him. . O 
that we may never forget nor abuſe 

- his Goodneſs, but by a ſober, charita- 
ble and pious uſe of theſe his Bleſſings, 
we may be made fit for the continual 
encreale of them ; till they all conclude 
in eternal life. Which I moſt humbly 
crave for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, our 

- bl:\ſed Lord and Saviour; to whom 

with the Father, and the'Holy Ghoſt, 
(from whoſe bounteous love we re- 

.ceive all good things) be all honour and 
praiſe, and kearty obedience, both now 

and evermore. Amen, 


A Prayer for the uſe of a Judge, or 
other Magiſtrate. 


God, the Supreme Lord and 
Governour of the World; 
hs who haft made all things 
PI 3 4 thy word; and or- 
_ dained manu through thy 
wiſdom 


) 
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wiſdom,. that he ſhould have dominion 
over thy Creatures, and order the World 
according to equity and righteouſneſs, 
and execute judgment with an upright 
heart : Thou haſt choſen me to he a Þlt- 
wiſter of thy Kingdom, and a Judze of 
thy Sons and thy Daughters. Bat who 
is fit of himſelf alone to diſcharge fo 
great a truſt 2 Though a 'man be never 
ſo perfeF, yet if thy wiſdom be not with 
him, he ſhall be nothing regarded. 

| 1 kumbly therefore addrels my ſelf 


- to thee, the Father of lights, the 


Fountain of every-good Gift, by whom 
Princes rule, and Nobles 
and all Judges of the earth : 
that thou wilt beſtow upon me a wile 
and underſtanding Spirit, to enable 
me always to diſcern exactly between 
good and evil, and to pronounce a 
righteous ſentence in the moſt per- 
plexed Caſes. 
More eſpecially, I beſcech thee, to 
endue me with ſuch an honeſt an4 
upright mind, that nothing in the 
World may ever tempt me irom mv 
U 2 integrity 


Prov, 8. 15. 
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integrity. O that mine eyes may ne- 
ver be blinded by Gifts : nor mine 
heart turn aſide to follow after re- 
wards, Let no love towards Friends, 
or hatred towards Enemies; no fear 
of thoſe who are mighty, or deſire of 
popular applauſe in the leaſt corrupt 
my judgment to Cegree unrighteovſ: 
ly. But remembring thine all-ſeeing 
eye, who ſtandeſt in the congregation 
of the mighty, and judgeſt among the 
Gods, I] may always proceed upright- 
ly, and regard the perſon of no Man 
10 judgment. 

Preſerve in me, O God this pious 
reſolution, by preſerving in me a 
conſtant ſenſe, that thou art higher 
than the higheſt; and wilt judge af 
men, without any reſpect of perſons ac- 
cording to their works. O that I may 
ever have the heart to diſpenſe Juſtice 
unto others with ſuch impartiality, 
as | expe to find my felt, when [ 
appear before thy dreadful Tribunal. 

il me with zeal and courage to 


puniſh vice and wickedneſs, though 
never 
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never fo bold and befriended : and to- 
defend and maintain thy true Reli: 
gion and Godlineſs, though never ſo 
much diſcountenanced and deſerted ' 
That being true and faithful to the 
truſt thon haſt repoled in me, 1 may 
receive a favourable Sentence from 
thy Majeſty, whea thou ſhalt come 
to judge the World in righteouſneſs, 
by that Great Lord whim thou haſt 
ordained, Chriſt Jeſus the righteous. 
To whom with thee, O Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, One Eternal only . 
Wiſe God, be glory and Majeſty, 
Dominion and Por per, both nw and 
for ever. Amen. 


pe ES 


A Prayer of a poor Priſoner for 
Debt. 


God, who art preſent to us in 
all places, and halt regard ro 
the Sighs and groans of the miſerable, 
who humbly implore thy pity and 
compalſiion towards them; Vouch- 
U 3 late 
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ſafe to look graciouſly upon thy af 
fitted Servant in- this place; which 
1s moſt defolate and comfortleſs, un- 
leſs the light of thy countenance ſhine 
upon me. [I confeſs thar I have too 
much abuſed the liberty which I for- 
merly enjoyed ; and did not fo care- 
fully improve, as I ought to have 
done, thoſe happy opportunities, 
which therewith were put into my 
hands, Many ways; I am ſenſible 
[ have oftended thy Di- 
* wn _— vine Majeſty ;*for which 
ks Tam heartily ſorry; and 
acknowledge my ſelf in- 
finitely indebted ro thy Gagedneſs, 
that | am not plunged into the depthof 
miſery, to bewail my fins 1n the bot- 
tomlels Pir. 
| thank thee, O Lord, with all my 
Soul that I am not ſhut up in the place 
of outer darkneſs; and that I have 
any hope to obtain the benefit of the 
redemption which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
In whoſe Name I beſeech thee to par- 


don me; and likewiſe to ſandifie 
thele 
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theſe . ſtraits wherein I lie, to the 
freeing my ſoul from the Bond of all 
iniquity, and the reſtoring me to the 
glorious liberty of thy Children. 
Help me feriouſly to follow the dire- 
fion- of thy Providence in. this re- 
ſtraint; and now that | am ſo muca 
alone by my ſelf, to deſcend into my 
"own heart, to ſearch and try my ways, 
and unfeignedly to turn to thee, my 
God. 

Enlarge my Spirit more than ever, 
now that my Body is confined, in fer- 
vent Prayer for thy Divine Grace, 
and in chearful Thankſgivings for the. 
innumerable benefits that | have re- 
ceived from thy Bounty, and in ten- 
der pity and commilſeration of the ſad” 
condition of all diſtreſſed people. 
And be pleaſed to touch the hearts of 
my Creditors alſo, with a ſenſe of 
my mileries : incline them to accept 
of what | am able to pay, and make 
me willing conſcienciouſly to fatisfis 
them to the utmoſt of my power. 


U 4 In 
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In the mean time beſtow vpon me 
the bleſling of a contented Spirit. 
_ Help me patiently to endure the in- 
conveniences of this place. And 
preſerve me from the danger of all the 
temptations which I meet with in it; 
eſpecially from ſeeking a remedy of 
my- ſorrows, in the pleaſures of 
inzemperance; or evil Company, or 
any prophane mirth whatſoever. Be 
thou my comfort, O God, my ex- 
cceding joy, and the full i2risfattion 
of my Soul in all conditions. 

And when thou art pleaſed to de- 
liver me from this place, and reſtore 
me again to my deſired freedom : O 
Lord make me ever mindful of the 
Vows, wherein I am now forward to 
bind my lelf. Diſpoſe my heart then 
to be fo ſenſible afteRted, with the 
leaſt of thoſe mercics, which former- 
ly 1 have little regarded ; that | may 
never forget tro praiſe thee even for 
the benefit of a ſweeter Air than 
now I enjsy, and to acknowledge 
thee in the Night-'ſeaſon upon L. | 

d, 
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Bed, and to thank thee for the coarl- 
eſt food ; and eſpecially I may re- 
joyce to go again into the great Con- 
orepgation to praiſe thee with moſt 
ardent love for all ſpiritual Bleſſings 
in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Preſerve in me alſo 2 grateful re- 
membrance of the kindneſs of my 
Friends and Neighbours : eſpecially 
of thoſe perſons to whom [I ſtand par- 
ticularly indebted, when by their cha- 
rity I ſhall be releaſed. And what- 
ſoever loſs they ſuſtain by my pover- 
ty, good Lord, make it up abundant- 
ly to them and theirs, out of thy rich - 
grace and mercy. Requite their love 
with plenty and proſperity in this 
World ; and give them the reward 
of eternal Life and Glory in the World - 
to come; through Chriſt Jelus. A-- 
men. 


442 A MalefaQor's Prayer. 
A Prayer of a great MalefaQtor in 


Priſon. 


Moſt holy and righteous Judge 

of the whole World ; give a 
fintul and miſerable Wretch leave to 
proſtrate himſelf before the Throne 
of thy Grace, and implore that mer- 
cy Which. formerly 1 have deſpiſed or 
abuſed. 1 am not worthy, I confels 
to I:ft up mine Eyes towards Heaven, 
and it Becomes me in the greateſt de- 
jefion- of Spirit ro ;gh and groan un- 
ger thc load of my fins: which have 
been fo great-and many, ſo bold, fo 
prelumptuous and ſhameleſs, that 
when with an awakened: mind I re- 
flet upon them, I am ready to fink 
into Hell, and utterly deſpair of any 
mercy. 

O God, Fow bave I 
hated inſtruftion, and my 
heart deſpiſed reproof > and have not 
ebeyed the woice of my Teachers, nor in- 
clined mine ear to them that admoniſh- 


d 


Prov. 5.12,13. 
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ed me> How ſwiſt have my feet been 
to run into evil? and how backward 
and averſe have I been ro any thing . 
that 15 good? O the injuries which | 
have done my Neighbours ! the abuſe 
of my ſelf, and of thy gocd Creatures! 
The prophane contempt , | 
Here let him - 
or negle& of thee and ,,t,, ., th: 
the Duties of thy Wor- B/aſp5my, De- 
ſhip and Service ! * The _—_ = 
remembrance of all this he hath been * 
is dreadful, the burden ey 9: 
of its intolerable. 

How ſhall I appear before thee, at 
whoſe rebuke the Mountains quake, 
fiace I cannot think of appearing be- 
fore an earthly Judge without ſhame 
and aftrightment of Spirit ? O Lord, 
work in me a greater dread of thre. 
with a greater ſhame and confuſion of 
face, now that I am in thy preſence. 
For which end, be pleaſed to repre- 
ſent unto me eftcually, the wicked- 
nels, the baſeneſs and vilene(s of a!l* 
my. evil doings, as well as the gwic 
and juſt defert cf them. © thar I 
Comu* 
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could hate and abhor them, more 
than: that death *, which 
— Or Puniſh-  T expect ſhortly to (uffer 
ent ; when 
the Crime is for them! Beſtow on me 
teſs, that ingenuous and god- 
ly forrow which worketh 
repentance, and unfeigned purpoſes 
of amendment of life. They come 
too late indeed, I may juſtly think, 
to find acceptance with thee : . and 
theretore not without fear and trem- 
bling, and a grear ſenſe of my unde- 
ſervings, I lcok up unto thee; ac- 
knowledging thy infinite Goodneſs 
if thou wilt vouchſate but the ſmalleſt: 
nope of mercy. 

Mercy, mercy good Lord: caft 
me not quite out of thy ſight, for Je- 
fus Chriſt his fake, who gave himſelf 
for us to redeem us from all iniquity. 
Tr is the beginning of ſome mercy, 
and an earncſt, I hope, of more, that 
thou haſt made me ſenſible of mine 
offences ; and that thou haſt wrought 
10 me a reſolution to forſake them, 
and ſome love to a godly, ſober and 
righteous 
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righteous life. Help me to manifeſt 
the ſincerity and uprightneſs of my 
Soul in theſe reſolutions, as much as 
am able; by giving thee hearty 
thanks that the hand of Juſtice hath 
overtaken and laid hold upon me, 
and put a ſtop to the further miſchief 
which I might have committed ; and 
by making a free and open confeflion- 
of my crimes, and taking the ſhame 
which belongs to me, before others ; 
and by acknowledging that I am un- 
worthy to live; and by earneſt ad- 
moniſhmenrs to all, to be warned by 
my example, and to ceaſe betimes to- 
do evil, and learn to do well. 

O God, that 1 could glorifie thee 
2 little in my latter end, after this 
manner. And till I come to receive 
my deferved puniſhment, help me to 
ſpend my time in bewailing my ſins; 
12 humbling my ſelf before thee for 
them; in ſetting my heart againſt 
them; in ſtudying and — with 
the greateſt affetion the holy life of 
the Lord Jeſus : in calling other Of 
fenders 


- OO 
——_— ”— — — w_ 


© - 


- OS > Mw. —_ ww a. Ps WA 


446 A Soldier's Prayer. 
tenders to repentance, and exhorting 
them thereby to give thee Glory. De- 
ny me not the Grace, I beleech thee, 
to enable me thus to employ my ſelf; . 
that I may have ſome taſt of thy 
mercy, and the. fear of death may be. 
abated by ſome hope, that when my 
Soul ſhall be parted from the Body, 
thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, wilt receive it, 
though ſo unworthy, into ſome of 
thy Heavenly Manſions. Amer, 4-. 
men. 


Our Father, QC. 


—— 


A Soldier's Prayer that fights for his 
Country. 


; Moſt mighty Lord, the Foun-. 

tain of life and ſtrength and 
courage; whom all the Hoſt of Hea- 
ven continually obeys. I proſtrate 
my ſelf before thee in a religious ſenle,. 
that the fear of thy Divine Majeſty, a 
pure conſcience, and a ſtrong yy 
a 
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and confidence in thy Omnipotent 
Goodneſs, will give the moſt aſſured 
reſolution, valour and boldneſs to 
our Snirits in all dangers. Moſt hum- 
bly beſeeching thee to purge my heart 
from the love of every thing that is. 
offenſive to thee; to pardon all my 
former ſins, negligences and ignoran- - 
ces ; and to endue me with the Grace 
of thy . Holy Spirit ſtritly to amend. 
' and reform my life, according to thy 
Holy Word. 

Many temptations I am: ſenſible; 
will continually aſſault me, in this 
ſtate of life wherein I am engaged, 
But I earneſtly beſeech thee to de- 
fend me from the power of them, as 
I defire to be defended from death, 
and to þe covered by thee in the day 
of battle. O that no covetous deſires 
or greedineſs of ſpoil, no ambition or 
vain glory, no hatred or malice, may 
puſh me forward in any enterprize! 
But give me the victory over theſe and 
all other vile afteQions and paſſions, 
before I meet with any other enemy. 
And 
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And graciouſly bleſs and proſper 
our Arms, for the defence of our 
Country, and the preſervation of our 
Religion, Government, Laws and 
Liberties. And whilſt we fight for 


| the preſervation of good Order, Lord, 


give us all Grace to be examples of it 
our ſelves. That abhoring all bleſ- 
phemy and prophanneſs, all riot and 
kciviouſneſs; and doing wiolence to 
no man, accuſing no man 
faiſly , and being content 
with our Wages, we may adorn both 
our Cauſe and our Religion : and 
whatſoever the iſfue be, we may have 
peace in our own hearts, and living 


Luke 3. 14. 


' or dying may be accepted with thee, 


through Chriſt Jeſus the Prince of 
Peace. To whom, &c. Amey. 
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A Prayer for the uſe of one that is 
Aged. 


Adore thee, O Lord of Life and 

Glory ; who art from everlaſting 
to everlaſting, and changeſt not : be- 
ſeeching thee to look graciouſly up- 
on thy unworthy Servant, whoſe 
hope is only in thy infinite mercy ; 
by which my life hath been pro- 
longed ro Old Age, and which is able 
to make me eternally bleſſed. I 
thank thee for thy inconceivable 
love in the Lord Jeſus, who hath 
given me fuch a ſolid and ſtedfaſt 
ground of hope, to ſupport and 
ſtrengthen my heart, when all the 
comtorts of this life fail me: and 
likewiſe praiſe and magnifie thy boun- 
teous Goodneſs for thoſe innumera- 
ble Bleſſfings, which time after time 
thou haſt beſtowed up- &+,,, ,.,, 3 
on me, from the begin- rechoned up as 
aing of my life till this Particularly as 

JOu Cans 


preſent *. 
O My 
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O my God, help. me always to fo- 
lace my ſelf, now that the days-are 
come wherein I have no plealure, 
with a perpetual remembrance of all 
thy paſt loving kindnefſes to me; 
and with thoſe hopes which I have 
of thy endleſs love in the other World... 
And the- more my outward ſenſes 
decay, vouchſafe me the quicker and 
more lively ſenſe in my heart of thoſe: 
good things which thou haſt laid up: 
there, for thoſe that fear thee. 
Preſerve me from all diſcontented 
thoughts, and peeviſh paſſions. Make- 
me an example unto others of X7- 
lines, diſcretion, tempe- 
rance, gravity, feacea- 
bleneſs and. patience, that ſo | may 
with the more authority be a teacher 
of good things ; and my 
Prov. 20.29% boary head may be a crown 
Teclus. 25. 4. Of glory, being found in 
the ways of righteouſneſs. 
O how comely a thing is judgment for 
grey . hairs; and. for ancient men. to 
know counſel! Pardon me, good 
Lord,” 
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Lord, that I have made no better im- 
provement of my time and experi- 
ence for the furniſhing of my mind 
with this Wiſdom, and- with. thoſe 
* Vertues Pardon all my negligen- 
ces, and all my offences. 

* And fill my heart with * Remember 
a comfortable ſenſe of 1, 
thy pardoning mercy 1n 

Chriſt Jeſus : that having no other 
burden but that of Ape, to oppreſs 
my- Spirit, I may rejoyce in thee as 
long-as I live; and at laſt lay my ſelf 
down-toreſt in peace, and return my 
Soul back unto thee chearfully, when- 
 ſoever thou calleft for it; in ſure and 
certain hope of the reſurreion of 
the dead, and of that glory, honour 
and immortality, which thou haſt 
graciouſly promiſed us by thy dear 
yon, my moſt bleſſed Lord and Savi- 
our, Chriſt Jeſus, with whom I de- 
lire to live to give thee eternal Prai- 
les. Amen. 


A LARGE 
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A- 
LARGE FORM 


OF 


DEVOTION. 


When any perſon is diſpoſed to ſpend a 
Day, or part of it, in Devotion; 
the uſual addreſſes to God in the 
morning, may be continued in this 
manner. 


Moſt High and Holy One, 
who inhabiteſt Ecernity, and 
art God over all, moſt ble(- 

fed for evermore. Happy are they 
who ſtand continually in thy pre- 
ſence, and are always admiring , 
praiſing, loving, and obeying thee ; 
and rejoycing in thy love and favour 
towards them ! The higheſt Angels 
can deſire no greater bliſs than _ 
raus 


A large Form of Devotion. 453 


thus knit unto him, and to live in 
ſuch conſtant union and friendſhip 
with thee. An happineſs, I am fſen- 
ſible, that is above our reach, who 
dwell in houſes of Clay, and groan 
under the burden of this fleſh ; but 
which we aſpire towards, and our 
uncloathed Spirits hope for in the o- 
other world. And blefled be thy infi- 
nite Goodneſs, we are encouraged by 
Chriſt Jeſus to look up unto thee, 
for the beginning and taſte of this 
happineſs ; whilſt we remain here 
below at this great diſtance from the 
Throne of thy Glory. 

And accordingly I humbly pro- 
ſtrate my ſelf before thee at this time, 
beſeeching thee in the Name of my 
dear Saviour who gave himſelf for me, 
that thou wilt graciouſly vouchſafe 
to inſpire me with ſuch delightful 
thoughts of thee, and ſuch a tran(- 
forming love unto thee, as may fill 
my heart with unſpeakable joy and 
ſatisfaRtion, whilft 1 am in thy pre- 
fence to admire and adore thee ; to 
praile 
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praiſe thy incomprehenſible perfei- 
ons to acknowledge with -all humi- 
lity my intire dependance on thee ; 
thankfully to remember all the bene- 
fits thou haſt done unto me ; forrow- 
- fully to bewail my ungrateful beha- 
viour towards thee ; moſt earneſtly 
to deprecate thy diſpleaſure ; to im- 
plore thy grace and favour; and to 
make an abſolute ſurrender of my elf 
to thee, with moſt hearty Devotion 
to thy ſervice. 

It is the unfeigned deſire of my 
Soul to ſpend ſome time in attending 
wholly to theſe Duties ; 'the better to 
diſpoſe me to ſerve thee, in the reſt 
of my life. But alaſs! O Lord, what 
am I, or what can I do, unleſs thou 
. wilt make thy ſelf preſent to me, and 
ſend down thy holy Spirit upon me ! 
My thoughts and afteRions arc ex- 
ceeding dull and heavy ; and they 
will ſoon flag and grow weary ; un- 
leſs thow wilt be pleaſed by thy Al- 
mighty Power, to raiſe and bear them 


up towards Heaven. I moſt humbly 
therefore 
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therefore again beſeech thee, m thy 
infinite mercy, to touch my heart - 
with ſuch. a lively ſenſe of thy divine 
Majeſty, as may fix my wandring 
thoughts, and- compoſe my tumulty- 
ous afteRions, and ſtir up my flat and 
cold defires, and may make me feel 
the power, and taſt the ſweetneſs of 
every Divine Truth : whilſt I read 
or meditate in thy holy Word, and 
whilſt I pray to thee, and praiſe thee, 
and bleſs thy holy Name. 

O that all other things may be ſhut 
out of my Soul, and that I may be 
ſo alone with-thee, as to be more ap- 
prehenſive of thy - Greatneſs, and of 
thy Goodneſs, and of thy Purity, and 
of my near relation to thee, and the 
innumerable obligations which I lie 
under to be thine intirely ! O that 
nothing may be ſo biiter to me as to 
think, -that I have in the leaſt offen- 
ded thee ! and that nothing may be ſo 
marvellous in my eyes, as thy exceed- 
ing abundant love in the Lord Jeſus, 
by whom thou haſt encouraged ſin- 

| ners 
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ners to place their faith and hope in 
thee ! 

Help me, O my God, through that 
new and living way which he hath 
conſecrated, to draw nigh unto thee, 
and to throw down my ſelf at thy 
feet; waiting for a gracious look from 
thee, reſigning my will to thee, ſtrong- 
ly uniting it in hearty affetion to thy 
holy Will, and reſolving never to riſe 
up any more in oppoſition to it, but 
to live in thy love, and in fincere 
obedience to all thy commands. 

So ſhall my ſoul bleſs thee as long 
as I live; I will alway be ſpeaking 
good of thy Name, and will ſew 
forth thy praiſe as well as I am able, 
to all generations. . Amen. 


Fer this ſhort addreſs to God for 

his aſſiſtance ; confider a | while 

who it is, to whom” you have begun to 
ſpeak. Caſt your eyes upon the heaven 
and the earth, and think of the glory 
of that Majefty which fills. al things, 
and cannot be contained in any. F. en 
our 
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labour to affet your heart with your 
own mean, vile and ſinfull condition. 
For which end examine what particular 
fins you bave been guilty of Set them 
down in writing before your eyes, that 
they may be confeſſed and lamented. 
And likewiſe conſider in the ſame man- 
ner, what particular bleſſings you have 
received, that they may be moſt thank- 
fully acknowledged. In all which you 
may aſſiſt your ſelves and be much ex- 
cited, by reading ſome of the Plalms of 
David, aud ſome part of ſuch pious 
Books as you are acquainted withal. Af- 
ter which proceed to expreſs the ſenſe 
of your heart to God, with the greateſt 
deliberation, in the manner fodowing : 
pauſing a while, and ruminating upox 
what you have ſaid; at the end of every 
part thereof. 


IE BUF. 

Moſt glorious Majeſty of heaven 

and earth, upon whom all cresa- 

tures depend for life, and breath, and 
X 


all 
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__ all rhings. T moſt rhankfully embrace 
arvd defire wiſtly and faithfully ro im- 
prove this happy leifure, which. thou 
vouchlafeit me of retiring from this 
world, and making my reſort to thee ; 
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the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort. 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive from me and 
from the whole world, 
bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, and power; for thou 
art great, and greatly to 
be praiſed. All the Hoſt 
of Heaven conrinually 
praiſeth thee; and ſo ought 
all the Church on earth, 
ſaying Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which 
i, which was, and nhich 
15 to come, There is 
none holy as the Lord, 
for there is none beſides 
thee. Thou art righteous 
in all thy ways, - and bo- 
ly in al thy works, Thou 
: loweſt 
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lovelt righteouſneſs, and 1. *9. 
bateſt miquity; and art hots 2 
excelent in power and in 148. 13. 
Judgment, and in plenty 
of juſtice. The earth is 
thine, and the falneſs thereof ; the 
world, and they tbat due?) therts. 
The heavens declare the glory of God, 
the firmament ſkeweth his handy work. 
The ſun, moon and ſtars praiſe the name 
of the Lord ; for he commanded, and 
they were created. Fe hath alſo e- 
ſtabliſhed them for ever and ever ; He 
hath made a decree which ſhall not paſs. 
I know, O Lord, that thou canſt do every 
thing ; and that no thought of thine can 
be hindred. Whatſoever the Lord plea« 
ſes, that doth he in heaven and :n earth, 
in the ſeas, and in all deep places For 
he is great, and of great power ; his un- 
derſtanding is infinite. 

Praiſed be thy Soveraign Goodneſs 
and tender mercy, which ſpreads it 
ſelf over all thy works! O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works! in wiſdom 
haſt thou made them all, And they all 


> wait 
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wait on thee; that thou mayeſt give 
them their meat in dae ſeaſon. That 
rhou giveſt them they gather: thou 
opens/i thy hand: they are filled with 
good. The glory of the Lord ſhall en- 
dure fer ever: the Lord ſhall rejoyce 
in his works. Thou always waſt, and 
ever wilt be the moſt holy, power- 
ful, wiſe and good. Thy kingdom ts 
an everlaſting kingdom, and thy domi- 
nion endureth throughout all generati- 
ons. One. generation ſhall praiſe thy 
works to another, and ſhall declare thy 
mighty as. - They all paſs away like 
a ſhadow ; Fut thou art the ſame and 
thy years ſhall have no end. For ever, 
O Lord, thy word is ſettled in heaven : 
Thy faithfulneſs is wnto all generations. 
While 1 live therefore, wal I praiſe 
the Lord: I will fing praiſes to my 
Ged, while I bave any being. I wil 
praiſe thee. O Lord, with my whole 
keart, whoſe Name is exalted above all 
bl: fſimg and praiſe. For we cannot 
krow the Almighty to perfeition+ His 
wiſdom is wnſearchable, and his ways 


paſt 
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paſt finding out. His Name alone is” 
excelent, his glory is above the earth 
and heaven. 


II, 


O what high dignity is this! that 
F am admitted into thy preſence to 
ſpeak unto thee; the bleſſed and only 
Potentate, the King of A 
kings, and Lord of brds, © OO 
who only haſt immortality! O how 
happy ought I to think my (elf har 
I may draw thus nigh to thee, who 
dwelleſt in light unapproachable! who 
art ſo happy in thy own moſt bleſſed 
Nature; and who if thou doſt bur 


open thy ſelf to any foul and filleſt 4%; 


it with a great ſenſe of thee, and afte: 
Qion to thee, thou letteſt heavenly 
joys into it, and makeſt it happy be- 
yond' expreſſion ! For heaven cannot 
be ſeparated from thee ; but where- 
ſoever thou art, there is peace and 
latisfaQtion,. joy "and gladneſs, and 
unſpeakable bliſs. 

X 3 Adored 
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Adered be thy Divine Goodneſs, 
which hath made me fo hippy. this 
day, as fo fee] lome ſenſe of thee be- 
gin to ſhine in m\ foul Adored be 
thy Goodnels, which encourages me 
-Ri!l ro look wp unto thee, that | may 
tec} more of thee; yea, hath enga- 
ged me by innumerable Mercies, to 
continue theſe addreſlcs to thy divine 
- Majeſty; O how excelent 
is thy lovins kindneſs, 0 
139. 17. God ! Flow precious are 
thy thoughts unto me ! how 
great is the ſumm of them / 

23+ +10 Many, O Lord my God, are 
J$hy wonderful works which thou haft 
dene, and thy thoughts which are to 
me ward : they cannot be reckoned up 
in order unto thee ; If I would declare 
and ſpeak of them, they are more than 
cau be numbred. By thee | was fear- 
fully and wonderfully made in ſecret. 
Thou art he that took me out of my mo- 
 thers womb, and didſt make me hope 
upon her breaſts. I have been caſt 
won thes ever. fince, and thou haſt 

been 
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been my gracious God unto this mo- 
ment. 

My infancy and childhood was 
attended with a very careful provi- 
dence. And thou haſt blefſed my 
riper years with a continual health 
and ſtrength of body and mind, and 
abundance of good things to ſupporc 
and refreſh me in my pilgrimage 
through this world to a better life. [ 
never have wanted my daily bread 
even when I was not able to ask it of 
thee. And thou haſt beſtowed on 
me many friends and kind benefa- 
Ctorss And prevented me likewiſe 
by a timely grace, and ſen: me many 
InſtraQtors; that | might remember 
thee my Creator, and Jeſus Chriſt 
my Saviour. Into whoſe Family, 
bleſſed be thy Name, I was early 2- 
dopted and affured of thy tatherly 
love and tender mercy towards me. 
O how deeply do I ſtand indebted 
to thee for all thoſe, by whoſe Coun- 
ſels, or Sermons, or Writings, or re- 
ligious, Society, or godly Examples, 
4 or 
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or charitable Prayers, I have been 
helped forward in my way to Hea- 
ven! Blefled be thy Name for all the 
means whereby I have been led to 
the knowledge of thy, great love in 
the Lord Jeſus, which paſſeth know-- 
ledge. 

For ever bleſſed be thy Name, for 
ſending him into the World, born of- 
a Woman to be a teacher of righte- 
ouſnels; to 20 before us, and leave 
us 2 pattern of a moſt holy life; to- 
die for our ſins, and to riſe again for 
our . juſtification; and then to. aſcend, 
into the Heavens to prepare a place 
for us; where thou haſt advanced 
him atove af principal: 
ties and powers,and given 
him- a name above every name, that 
at the name of Jeſus, every knee ſhould 

, and every tongue jou” bim to be 
the- Lord, to the giory of thee, O God 
the Father Almighty. I glorifie thee, 
O heavenly Father, with all my heart 
and ſoul for inſpiring thy holy Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets; and ſhining ns 
their 


Fl. 3. 10, 11. 


their bearts to give the 
light of the Knowledge of 
thy glory, in- the face of Feſus Chrift. 
| thank thee for calling me to faith in 
thee ; for making ſuch great and pre- 


2 Cor, & 6, 
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cious promiſes to encourage our hope 


and for diſpoſing me in any meaſure, 
to be an inheritor of them. [I thank 
thee for granting ſuch power to our 
bleſſed Lord, to fulfil his word; for 
making him a Royal High Prieſt, and 
appointing him to bleſs us here, and 
eternally hereafter. 

Glorybe to thee, O Lord moſt high, 
who haſt ſo often favoured me with 
the gracious viſitations of thy holy 
Spirit ; enlightning my mind, craw- 
ing my will towards thee, exciting-in 
me holy deftres, working many ptous 
purpoſes and reſolutions in my heart 
given "me a taſte ho'y gracious thou 
art, ſetting before me the hope of 
eternal life, and perſwading me by 
innumerable arguments to emertain 


thoſe bleſſings which 1 ſhould, have | 


been forward of my ſelf to have deft- 


A 


X -5 red- 
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red: Who cax utter the 
_— mighty atts of the Lord ! 
who can ſhew forth all his praiſe ! How 
often haſt thou ſpared me when I de- 
ſerved to be puniſhed! How many 
dangers have I eſcaped ! From how 
many. aſſaults of the enemy have I 
been guarded ! and how many of his 
ceftgns have been defeated by an invr 
{ible and unobſerved Goodnels, which 
* Mentin an gt for ever to be ac- 


the particular knowledged ! 


mercies ya can remember; and then proceed flill to ad- 
mire bis loving bindueſs, in all thoſe you took ma notice 
of, or Have forgotten, 


HI. 


O my God, with what awe and 
reverence ought | to m2ke mention 
of thy Nime, who awebeft in eternity, 

whoſe throze. is ineſt ima- 

2E4d.8 20,21, ble, whoſe glory cannot 

X be comprebended, before 

whom the 1795ts of angels ſtand with 

trembling ! With what — 
0 
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ſoul ought | to acknowledge thy Di- 
vine Grace, that thou who art fo 
oreat and highly exalted, wilt hum- 
ble thy ſelf to take notice of ſuch 
poor things as we are! Thou art to be 
admired with our higheſt thoughts; 
thou art to be loved with all our 
heart, and fon], and ftrengih: We 
ought to render thee moſt chearſul 
ſervice;- and confeſs that we never 
ſerve our ſelves more, than when we 
even loſe all thought of our fclves, 
and forget all things here, in admi- 
ring, loving, praiſing, and giving . 
thanks to thee. 

All that is within me ought to bleſs 
thy boly Name. O how great ought 
my joy to be in thy love, and in 
thy (lalvation: who art worthy Fo be 
praiſed with all pure and 
holy praiſe. T| herefare let 
thy Saints praiſe tree with \, ; 
all thy Creatures. And let 
all thine Anzels, and thine Ele praiſe 
thee for ever. It is grod to praiſe 


God - and -exalt bis Name, aid . wit/ 
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honour to ſhew forth all bis works; there- 
fore be not ſlack to praiſe him. Yea 
. ko thee, O Lord, 1 ought to reſign 
my ſelf with the greateſt willingneſs 
of heart; to truſt and hope in thee at 
all rimes; to excite all others to ſhew 
forth thy praiſe; and to ſtudy to glo- 
rifie thee more and more, not only 
by my words, but with my body and 
foul, in all the ations of a ſober, righ- 
teous and godly life. I can deſire 
no greater honour in this world, than 
that | may live to the praiſe of the 
glory. of thy grace in Chriſt Jeſus; 
walking worthy of thee, who haft 
called me ta thy Kingdom and Glory ; 
and behaving my (elt in all things, as 
becomes one that hath received ſach 
pledges of thy love already, and looks 
for thy mcrey unto eternal life. 

All thy Laws, I know, are juſt and 
© "EP good. Thy ways are ways 
Pfal, 1 4 > oF of pleaſantneſs, and all 
thy paths are peace. More 
to be defired are thy com- 
84. £1, 12;. mandments than gold , yea 

 thas- 
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than mach fine gold: ſweet- 

er alſo than honey, and Ecclu,4. 12; 
the honey comb. - By them 

doth thy ſervant ſhine gloriouſly; and 
in keeping of them there is great re- 
ward.” He that loveth them, loveth life ; 
he that holdeth them faſt ſhall inherit 
glory; and whereſoever they enter, the 
Lord will bleſs. Great peace have they 
that love thy Law, and nothing ſhall of- 
fend them. The: Lord God is a ſun and 
ſhield: the Lord will give grace and 
glory: no good thing will be with- hold. 
from them that walk uprightly. O Lord 
of hoſts, bleſſed is the man that truſteth 


in thee! 
= . 


But the more, O Lord, I ſpeak in 
thy praiſe, the more, Iam ſenſible, [ 
reproach my ſelf; who have not gt- 
ven thee that honour and-glory, that 
fear and love, that hearty lervice 
and chearſul obedience, which is due 
unto thee, ſo many ways. I ſtand 
condemaed out of my, own _—_— 

+1 
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of moſt fearful ingratitude to thee, 
from whom I have received fo many, 
and ſuch ineſtimable benefits How: 
ſeldom have I thovght of chem? Or - 
how little have they affeted my 
heart? How loth have I often been, 
to diſpoſe my ſelf ro commemorate 
the greateſt love of my deareſt Sa- 
viour? And how ſoon aml weary, 
even of the moſt delightful employ- 
ment of praiſing and bleſling thee; 
With whom: | profeſs that 1 deſire 
and hope to hve for ever, and praiſe 
thy Name? O the Vanity of my 
mind! the looſeneſs of my thoughts! 
the inordinateneſs of my defires, and 
unrulineſs of my paſſions! the diſcon» 
tent of my ſpirit! the unſtedfaſtneſs 
of my reſolutions! the breach of my - 
promiſes! the coldneſs of my pray= 
ers and the dullnefs of my meditati- 
ons! the loſs of my precious time, 
and neglect of good opportunities ! 
my eagerneſs after thele worldly en- 
joy ments, and feeble endeavours after - 
heaven! | 
| l am - 
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[ am aſtoniſhed to think, that ever 
I ſhould diſtruſt thy providence, who 
haſt been ſo .tenderly careful of me; 
or be unthankful for thy benefits, 
which are every moment poured 
forth ſo plentifully upon me ; or be 
uncharitable to my Neighbours , 
when I ſtand in fo great need of mer- 
cy my ſelf, and live continually up- 
on thy bounty; or abuſe any of 
thoſe bleſſings, which thou canſt ſo 
eafily deprive me of, or wholly 
ſpoil the comfort of them. And yet 
alaſs ! how prone (have | been to de- 
ceive my ſelf with ſhadows of Religi- 
on and Devotion towards thee ? and 
to content my ſelf with the praiſes of 
thoſe divine perſeions, which I have 
not ſo zealouſly ſtudied to imitate 2? 
O how unlike am I to the humble; 
the meek, the pitiful, and the pati- 
ent Jeſus? Yea, how inſenſible am I 
of his incomparable love, which made 
him to lay down his life tor me 2 How 
many ways have | injured my Neigh- 
bours, or negleRed to do them good ? 
I am 
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I am conſcious to my ſelf of fundry 
offences; not only” againſt the rules' 
of righteouſneſs and _ _ of 
4 . ſobriety and podlineſs *. 
oy verticals And thou to ns all 
«2s of intem- | things paſt are preſent, 
—_— who ſearches the hearts 
ay elſe yum and trieſt the reins, know- 
_ been gull eft a great deal niore. My 
_ ' ſecret fins are no more 
hid from thee, than thoſe which are: 
moſt open and manifeſt. 

And they are all the more' gne- 
vous, becauſe a petty temptation 'hattt 
too ofr prevailed to make me neglect 
my duty towards thee. O how ſhame- 
ful is it, that a ſmall gain, or a mo- 
mentany pleaſure, or the good word 
of men, whoſe breath is in their no- 
ſtri, ſhould be preferred before that 
honour which Fowe to: thee, - and 
_ thoſe infinite treaſures of thy grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and that immortal 
life and glory, which he hath promi- 
ſed to the faithful! and all rhis a- 
gainſt- the clear underſtanding rs 
thou - 
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thou haſt given- me of thy will a- 
gainſt many holy purpoſes, reſoluti- 
ons and vows -of abſolute obedience: 
to it in all things; and againſt the 
taſtes | have had how gracious thou: 
art, and how good it is to keep thy 
Commandments. 


Vc. 


I bluſh, O Lord, to lift up mine 
eyes towards Heaven, To me be- 
longs nothing. but ſhame and confu- 
ſion of face; in which I ought to 
lie down: before thee, if I refleted-. 
only upon the baſeneſs and vileneſs 
of my deſcent; being the off-ſpring: 
of diſloyal Parents, who- were rebels 
and traiters againſt thy Divine Maje- 
ſty. This: isa juſt reproach. and dif- 
grace to the beſt of us. We were 
tainted in our firſt Father who hath 
left a foul blet and ſtain upon our 
Nature: and we feel that weakneſs 
in our reaſon, that ſtrength and vio- 


lence- in qur paſſions, and that for- 
wardnols 
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wardneſs in our wills to follow them, 
and 19 be led by rhem, which is ſuffi 
cient to humbie and lay us low in our 
out eyes. Wich what dejection of 
Spirit then ovghr I ro mention all 
thole offences, "whereby 1 or others 
kave juſtit:' 4 that firſt rebelhon, 
and till r:\:n parc with the Devil: 
and his A:vels, againſt thee and 
the motions of thy holy Spirit in our 
hearts. 

Thy mercy indeed is ſo much the 
more miraculous, which. hath. be- 
ſtowed fuch great benefits, as I have 
acknowledged, upon ſuch vile, fuch 
fiatul, fuch unthankful wretches, and 
at the beſt ſach unprofitable creatures ; 
whoſe underſtanding are fo ſhallow 
to comprehend and admire thy love; 
whoſe affeftion are fo heavy, 1o 
liftlels, and fo unapt to lay it to 
heart; and who, when they have 
done all that they can, have done 
no more than was their duty to do. 
But the greater reaſon there is that 
| ſhould be confounded at the re- 


membrance 
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membrance of my diſobedience to 
thee, notwithſtanding ſuch unexpe- 
Red, as well as undeferved demun- 
trations of thy love and grace to- 
wards mankind. It becomes me to 
bow my ſelf lower than. my knees 
before thee; and to debaſe my ſelf 
as much as I am able in thy preſence; 
ſince I am but finful duſt and aſhes, 
that deſerves to be caft-down, even 
into the pit of deſtrugion. -The ve- 
ry multitude of my offences is enough 
to amaze and. perplex my thoughts ; 
the weight of them, did | always feet 
it, may well depreſs and fink my ſpi- 
rit into the greateſt horrour and af- 
frightment ; but the baſeneſs and 1n- 
gratitude of them to fo gracious a Fa- 
ther, O how-— 


YL. 


[am not able to expreſs, O Lord, 
the ſhame, the conſternation and the 
trouble of my ſpirit, at the thought 
of that ipgratitude. I loath and na 

r 
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hor my ſelf as unworthy to live and 
breath: upon the face of the earth. [ 
am aſtoniſhed at thy wonderful pati- 
ence; and long ſuffering, which not 
only endures ſuch a wretch as I am; 
bur permits me to ſpeak unto thee, 
and to cry for mercy to that love, 
which I have ſo much abuſed. O thar 
I were ſenſibly affeted with ſome- 
thing of: thee! Thar at leaſt thy ſpa- 
ring and forbearing mercy did migh- 
tily move, and everlaſtingly poſtcſs 
my heart” with admiration” of it ! 
That'fo I may with the 'more in- 
genuonps -forrow and grief bewait 
mine offences, againſt fuch render ! 
bowels of: compaſſion towards me. 

O that my head were wa- 
_ ters, and mine eyes # foun- 
tain of tears, that I might weep bit- 
terly for my unkind requitals of the 
infigire bounty of thee my Creator, 
and of the unconceivable love of my 
bleſſed' Saviour, and of the unweart- 
ed grace of thy holy Spirit; which 
E hoper1 ſtill feel working in r——_ 
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-Fill me, O God, - with the- ſaddeſt 
remembrance of all my follies:. and 
poſſeſs. my reaſon ſo much againſt 
them, that I may have an utter ha- 
tred and deteſtation of them, as the 
oreateſt offences to me, as well as to 
thy Divine Majeſty. It is eaſter, I 
know, to make large confeſſions, than 
to be truly contrite and broken in 
heart: and we are more inclined to 
ſigh and groan under the ſenſe of thy 
diſpleaſure, than to abhoy that which 
is. evil, and to cleave to 
that which is good. Be 
thou therefore pleaſed, © Pal. 42. 8. 
Lord the Father of our 
ſpirits, to wound my 
foul with a lively ſenſe of the vile- 
neſs of my behaviour towards thee, 
the God of my life, .in whoſe hand my 
breath is, and whoſe are all my ways, 
Eſtrange me from every thing, that 
will not let me love. thee with all 
my heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength; 
by whom it is that I have power to 
love any thing at all. Set my heart 
"Af 


Rom, 12. 9. 
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in ſuch a perfect enmity to all thingy 
contrary to thy bleſſed will, that I 
may never be reconciled to them any 
more. And diſpoſe me to ſuch an en- 
tire afteQtion to all thy commands, 
that none of them may be grievous 
to me, but I may account thy yoke 
to be ealie, and thy burden to be 
light. 

And' then be merciful unto me , 
good Lord, according to thy loving 
ha 6s kindneſs: according unto 

e Sfe Te the multitude of thy tender 
25. 7. mercies blot out m y tranſ- 
2 io Sreſions. Be merciful un- 
3% 1 to me for Jeſus his ſake, 
32. 5. who came into the world, 

' and dyed to fave ſinners. 
143- * O remember mot the fins of 
my youth, nor the tranſgreſ- 
frons of my riper years: 
85. 5, & according to thy mercy re- 

; member thou me, for thy 
"5: 1 goodneſs fake, O Lord. For 
I confeſs mine iniquity, and am ſorry 
for my Sin. I acknowledge my fin pr 

tree 
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thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. 


. Enter not therefore into judgment with 


thy ſervant : for if thou, Lord, ſhouldſt 
mark iniquities; O Lord, who ſhall 
ſtand? but there is forgiveneſs with 
thee, that thou mayeſt be feared. Thou 
art good and ready to forgive : and 
plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee. Grve ear therefore unto 
my prayer, and attend to the woice 
my ſapplication. And for thy names 
fake pardon mine iniquity, for it 1s 
great, 


VIL 


Great are thy tender mercies, O 
Lord, who haſt not yet caſt me 
away from thy preſence, nor dealt 
with me after my fins, nor rewarded 
me according to mine iniquities. 
Adored be thine infinite Goodneſs, 
that I am fo far from being caſt into 
the place of weeping, wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth, that I do not yet 
ſuffer here the pains, and the anguiſh 
and miſery which mine offences have 
deſerved, 
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deſerved. I might have been lament- 
ing them in thoſe doleful complaints 
of thy ancient Servant; faying, 
Thine arrows ſtick faſt in me, and thy 
hand preſſeth me + ſore. 

Ws ”; - 23 There is no Pot in 
my my fleſh, becauſe of thine 

88. 16, 18. anger: neither is there a- . 

wy reſt in my bones, becauſe 
of my fin. I am troubled, I am bowed 
down greatly; I go mourning all the 
day low. For my loins are Filled with 
a loathſome diſeaſe; and there is no 
ſoundneſs in my fleſh. IT am feeble and 
fore broken; I have roared by reaſon 
of the diſquietneſs of my heart. But 
thanks be to thy moſt long ſuffering 
Goedneſs, thy fierce anger goeth not 
over me; thy terror hath not cut me off. 
Lovers and friends baft thou not put 
far from me; nor, mine acquaintance 
into darkneſs. 

Yea, thou declareſt thy ſelf wil- 
ling to accept me again into friend- 
ſhip with thy ſelf, And haſt in the 
moſt loving manner invited me to 
COMC 
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come unto thee, and bid me hope for 
a pardon through thy mercy in.Chriſt 
Jeſus. .O how ſweet are thoſe graci- 
ous Words, Come unto me 

all ye that labour , ' and Rane 2.24 Uh 
are heavy laden, and I Heb. 8. 16,12. 
will give you reſt! How gc » 
precious arethy promiſes, Ws 
that thou wilt put thy Laws into our 
mind, and write them in our hearts : 
And be merciful to our unrighteouſneſs, 
and remember our fins and iniquities no 
more Marvellous was thy mercy, O 
Lord Jeſus who ſent thine Apoſtles 
to open mens eyes, and to turn them 
from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God that they might 
receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheri- 
tance among them, who are ſanitified by 
faith that is in thee. 


VIIL. 


| receive with all thankfulneſs this 
thy exceeding great Grace. Which 
hath declared, that if we walk in the 
Me light 
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light as thou art in the 

1. J-h. 1.7- Uight, we ſhall have fellow- 
[hip one with another, 
and the bloud of Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Son ſhall cleanſe us from all fin, 
| admire thy incomprehenſible love: 
O how great is the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord our God, and his compaſſion 
wnto ſuch, as turn wnto him in holi- 
eſs / It conſtrains me to offer up my 
felf with the heartieſt afteQion to thy 
ſervice: reſolving hereafter to be 
more watchiul, more diligent, more 
zealous in the performance of my du- 
ry and to walk more circumſpeatly 
as a Child of the lighr, and to make it 
my delight to do thy Will, O Ged. 
| Behold, O Lord, my heart is bent to 
refign it (elf perfely into thy hands: 
and to make a new dedication of all 
the powers of my Soul and Body to 
be employed continually in wel!-do- 
ing. T7 have ſworn and 
———_— ſtedfaſily purpoſed to 
keep thy righteous Precepts. 
1 have choſen the way of 
truth 


Ecclus. 17. 19, 


31. 11, 
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rrath; thy judgments have "4 15. 

Fi laid before me. FT will 16. Lig, 

ſtick unto thy teſtimonies : 
and ran the way of thy 
commandments, Thy word have 7 hid 
in my heart ; that I may not ſin againſt 
thee. 1 will rejoyce in the way of thy 
teſtimonies, as much as in all riches. 
I will meditate in thy Precepts : and 
have reſpeft unto thy ways. I will de- 
light my ſelf alſo in thy Statutes : I wilt 
xever forget thy word. Depart from 
me, ye evil-doers : for I will keep the com- 
mendments of my God. Thy teſtimonies 
have I taken as my heritage for ever - 
for they are the rejoycing of my heart. I 
have inclined my heart to perform thy 
Statutes alway ; even unto the end. 


IX. 


Accept, I beſeech thee, the free mill 
offerings of my mouth, 0 
Lord, and teach me thy Pal. 119. 108. 
judgments. Give me un- — 5 Pe 
derſtanding, and I ſhall 


YL 3 keep 
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teep thy Law: yea, I ſhall obſerve it with 
my whole heart, Make me togo in the 
path of thy commandments ; for therein 
do 1 delight, With my whole heart 
have 1 ſought thee; O let me not won- 
der from thy commandments, I am 
ſenſible of the exceeding great weak- 
neſs and inconſtancy of our Nature, 
and that without thy gracious aids, [ 
ſhall not be able to accompliſh theſe 
reſolutions, And therefore I look up 
unto thee, with the mare ardent .de- 
ſes, for power trom aboye,. to con- 
. firm and ſirengthen them; and to 
a{bſt me mightily to fulfil thy whole 
gocd will and pleaſure. I will ſted- 
fafily depend upon the promiſe of my 
bleſſed Saviour, who hath rold me 
that thou wilt give thy Holy Spirit to 
them that ask it of thee. My hope, 
O God, is in this thy true and faith- 
ful word. Cphold me according unto 
{iy H ord, that I may live; and let 
me not be aſhamed of my Hope. Hold 
thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe : and 
[1 will have reſpect unto thy Statutes 
Cont inme 
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continually. Preſerve in me ſuch a 
lively ſenſe of thy good will and rea- 
dineſs to help me, that I may beſo 
ſtrong in our Lord, and in the power of. 
his might, as to be able to do all things 
through Chriſt ſtrengthening of me. 

O thou Father of mercies, who haſt 
beſtowed ſo many and fo great Bleſ- 
ſings on us without asking ; who haſt 
viſited us fo lovingly, when we could 
not defire any Grace from thee ; and 
when we could, but did not deſire 
it and when we did, but very coldly 
and with little devotion of Spirit: 
deny not the humble an importu- 
nate requeſts'of thy poor Supplicant, 
who moſt earneſtly beleeches thee 
that thou wilt grant me, p 
according to « riches of _— - " 
thy glory to be ſtrenzthened with might, 
by thy Spirit, in the inner man. Arm 
me therewith ag1inſt the aſſaults of 
all temptations, either from the good 
or the evil things of this life ; that 
they may never ſeduce or deter me 
from my Duty: But | may do ver- 
3-3 tuouſly 
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tuouſly in all Points, according to my 
Chriſtian - Profeſſion and thole Vows 
and Promiſes, wherein I ſtand enga- 
ped to thee. 


X. 


Fill me, O God, with the whole 
knowledge of thy Wil, in all wiſ- 
dom and ſhiritual a that 
T may walk worthy of the Lord , unto 
all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good 
work , and encreafing in the knowledge 
of thee, my God. Increaſe that faith 
likewiſe more and more, which work- 
eth by love, and purifieth the heart, and 
overcometh the Warld. Stir up in me. 
that lively hope, which may make 
me purifie my ſelf, even as thou art pure: 
and that ardent love to thee, which 
will make me cheerfully do thy Wall, 
and love my Brethren, with a pure 
heart fervently. 

Excite in me a great hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs; till I feel the 
fatisfaRion of perfet — 
wit 
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with thee, and conformity to thee. 
Continue me in the number of thoſe 
who are humble and: lowly. 1n = 
own eyes, and moderate in all their 
ap>etites and defires, who mourn dai- 
ly that they have offended thee, and 
that others keep not thy Laws: who 
are meek and gentle towards all men, 
in heart and word, and all their ati- 
ons, who are mercifal and kind, rea- 
' dy to give and to forgive: who are 
pure 1n all their thoughts, intentions, 
Paſlions. and; converſation: and who 
ſtudy- the. things, that make for peacez 
and . who are- yoid. of. all- pride ang-- 
vain-glory, of all. ſtrife-and contenti- 
ont; endeavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. O my 
Gbd, poſſeſs me with ſuch a ſtrong 
ſeale of the bleflednels which thou 

haſt pronqunced: to all theſe; that I 
may be willing/-alſo to ſufter wrong 
rather than to do it, and to ſuffer a- 
ny thing for righteouſneſs ſake with a 
conſtant heart; giviagg thanks unto 
thee that thou wilt honour me, and 
Y 4 count 
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count me worthy to ſuffer for the name 
of Chriſt. 
Help me to give a good example 
to all my Neighbours by the ſincere 
practice of all theſe Vertues, -/hining 
as a light in the world, and being the 
ſalt of the earth : That others ſeermg my 
good works may glorifie thee | our hea- 
wenly Father. Diſpole my heart 7o 
caſt all its care on thee; to pray without 
ceafing to bleſs thy holy Name at all 
times; to truſt in thee with a ſtedfaſt 
confidence in thy Almighty Goodaels; 
to make thee my ſtrength, and my for- 
rreſs, and the rock of my ſalvation; to 
have my converſation without covetouſ- 
neſs; and to ſet my affettions on things 
above where Chriſt is at thy right hand. 
In the multitude of my thoughts within 
me, let -thy comforts, O Lord, delight 
my ſoul. When I am full, O that l 
may never 'wax watiton, -or” forget, 
thee; but till rejoyce in our Lord al- 
way: that fo when I have nothing, [ 
may be as poſſeſſmg all things. --- 


Let 
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Let the doing of my Duty ever be 
my pleaſure : and to ferve thee be a 
great reward. Let a contented mind 
be inſtead of all that I want: and a 
thankful heart ſweeten all my injoy- 
ments. Let patience always eaſe me 
under my burdens, and an intire ſub- 
miſſion to thy Will, breed in me a 
ſettled tranquility of Spirit. Let my 
delight be in the excellent that are in 
the earth ; and my thoughts be very 
much there while I live, where [ de- 
fire to be'when I dig. That Heaven 
being my aim, my hope, and the 
longing expectation of my Soul, | 
may conquer all difficulties in my way 
to it, and go through honour and 
diſhonour, good report and bad re- 
port, proſperity and adverſity, with 
the ſame chearfulneſs and evennels ot 
mind ; till at laſt I come to that place 
of reſt and peace with the glorifred 
Jefus, who is able to give eternal lie 
to them that obey him: 


A large Forns 


XI. 


Bleſl:d be thy Name, who haſt in- 
ſpired my heart with theſe holy de- 
ſires; and wrought theſe purpoſes 
and reſolutions in me. Ir is an ear- 
neſt I hope, of thy never failing love. 
towards me ;. In aflurance. of which 
I repoſe my ſelf with full fatisfaQtion 
of heart." Yea, this is my joy and my 
glory that I know thee; and that 
I live under the care of thy wile, 
merciful, and Almighty Providence 
at preſent, and that I have: the -pro- 
mile of remiſſion of ſins, and of a 
Crown of life ; when the times of re- 
7 freſhment fhall come from 

3: 'P* thy preſence, and thou ſhalt 

z Sam. 23. s. fend Feſas to condud all 
the faithtul to that glorio- 

take I5. 7. ous place where he lives. 
This is my ſalvation and 
all my defire. Now that 
I ſee thy abundant love, O heavenly 
Eather, ir (ſufficerh. Rejoyce with 
me 


Rial. 103. 22, 
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me likewiſe, all ye Angels of God, 
according to the Word of our Lord, 
that there is joy in heaven over one Sin- 
wer that repenteth. Bleſs the Lord, ye 
heavenly hoſts, ye miniſters of his that 
do his pleaſure. And, O that this joy 
may increaſe continually by my daily 
increaſe in all Goodneſs, and the per- 
feting of my repentance! till I come 
to'be admitted into their Company, 
and enter into the joy of my Lord, 


XII. 


And | wiſh the ſame happineſs to 
all Mankind, which 1 defire for my 
ſelf. it will multiply my joy to ſee 
all the people praiſe thee, O God, 
to ſee all the people praiſe thee. O 
make a joyful noiſe unto 
the Lord all ye lands, P1001. 
Serve the Lord with glad. _, 1 
neſs, and come before his x 
preſence with Thankſgiving. Give anto 
the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, 
give unto the Lord glory and ſtrength. 


Grve-- -* 
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Give unto the Lord the glory due unto 
his Name : bring an Offering, and come 
into his Courts. O worſhip the Lord 
with holy worſhip : fear before him all 
the earth. 

More eſpecially, I defire the in- 
creaſe of grace, mercy and peace to 
thy choſen people: Beſeeching thee 
to bleſs thy Univerſal Church, and 
to fill the hearts of all its Members 
with thy love: that they may reſt 
neither day nor night, ſaying, Blel- 
ſed be God: Bleſſed be the glorious 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, whoſe 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs excel 
all Praiſe, and endure for ever. And 

ariſe, O God, for the figh- 
Plal. 10.2%. 3g of the poor and the 
needy, let not the men of 
the earth always oppreſs 

21.23. them, Let the ſalvation 

of thy people come out of 

3. 10,11 thy holy place. Be thou 

3: 9. exalted in thy own ſtrength, 

and ſo will we fing and 
praije thy power. Lord continive thy 
: loving 
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loving kindneſs unto thoſe that know 
thee, and thy righteouſneſs 10 men of up- 
right heart. Let not the foot of pride 
come againſt them : and let not the hand 
of the wicked remove them. O let the 
wickedneſs of the wicked come to an end: 
but eſtabliſh thou the juſt. wn. 
Protech, O Lord, and defend that 
part of thy Church which thou haſt 
planted in theſe Kingdoms. Great 
and innumerable have been thy mer- 
cies to us: but alas! we are a ſtub- 
born and rebellious people ; a pg that 
ſet not our heart aright, and whoſe ſpi- 
rit hath not been ſtedfaſt with thee. And 
therefore thou haſt juſtly plagued us 
many ways: and we fhould have but 
our deſerts, if thy hand ſhould ſtill be 
{tretched out to puniſh us ſeven times 
more for our fins. But what is man, 
that thou ſhouldeſt take dif: 
pleaſure at him? or what Pal.78.8. 
is a corruptible generation, 


that thou ſhouldeſt be ex- 134, 35, 16- 
tremely angry with them? 
For in truth there 17s none 


among 
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Plal. 798,95 among them but hath dealt 
118. 2g6- Wickedly: aud among the 
faithful there is none that 
hath not none amiſs. But in this, 0 
Lord, thy righteoafneſs and goodneſs 
ſhall be declared, if thou be merciful to 
them which have not the confidence of 
geed works. 

O be merciful unto us, be merciful 
uno us; and do not utterly forſake 
us. O remember not againſt us former 
zuiquities, and that we have ſo ſoon 
forgot thy works, and the wonderful 
deliverances which thou haſt given 
us. Help us, O God of our ſaluation 
for the glory of thy Name, and deliver 
us and purge away our fins for thy names 
ſake. Fill us with thy wiſdom from 
above, that we may be heartily 1n 
love with the Religion, which we 
profeſs: and preſerve us in it for e- 
ver. Defeat the Counſels- of. all its 
Enemies, and bring their wicked de- 
vices to nought. Unite us to. each 
orher in brotherly love: and make 
us at peace among our klves. O let 
Peace 
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peace be within this Church : Le 
them proſper that love her, and ſeek her 
good. Save now, 1 beſeech thee, O 
Lord: O Lord, 1 beſeech thee, ſend 
»ow proſperity. 

And for that end endue our Sove- 
raign Lord, the King, with all the 
Gifts and Graces of thy Holy Spirits - 
Hear the daily prayers of thy Church 
for him: that he may always incline to 
thy will, and walk in thy ways: and 
ſtudy to preſerve thy people committed 
to his charge, in wealth, peace and 
godlineſs. Enlighten all our Biſhops, - 
Prieſts and Deacons with true know- 
ledge and underſtanding of thy word, 
and enable them both by their life 
and doqArine to ſet it forth, and ſhew 
it accordingly. Teach all our Coun- 
ſeHors and Senators wiſdom ; and 
give all our Magiſtrates conrage and 
zeal to execute Juſtice and to main- 
tain Truth. Vouchſate to all thy 
people increaſe of Grace, to hear thy 
word with meekneſs and to receive 
it with pure and fincere affeRion, and 
tO 
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to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
Give them honeſt and good hearts, 
to honour and obey the King, and all 
that are put in anthority under him ; 
to ſubmit themſelves 'to all their Go- 
vernours, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors 
and Maſters; to order themſelves 
lowly and reverently to all their bet- 
ters; and to be careful not to hurt 
one another by word or deed ; to be 
juſt and true in all their dealing; to 
bear no malice nor hatred in their 
hearts : to preſerve themſelves in tem- 
perance, ſoberneſs and chaſtity ; not 
to covet one anothers Goods ; but to 
learn and labour truly to ger their own 
living, and to do their Duty in that 
ſtate of life, unto which it hath plea- 
ſed thee to call them. 

And, good Lord, bleſs the honeſt 
Iabours of all men among us, and 
crown them with good ſucceſs : E- 
ſpecially of thoſe who have any work 
1n hand for the Glory of thy Name, 
the encreaſe of Chriſtian piety, and 


the peace of thy Church. mays” 
t 
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the bounty of all charitable perſons, 
either for the honour of Religion, or 
the relief of them that are in poverty. 
And make the Bones which thou haſt 
broken to rejoyce. Comfort all that 
are in a ſorrowful condition: and 
bring them out of all their troubles, 
Send thy Angel to guide and preſerve 
thoſe who are in Journeys, upon their 
lawful occaſions. Let them that go 
down into the Deep, and do buſineſs 
upon the great Waters, obſerve thy 
Providence; and praiſe thee for thy 
Goodneſs, and for thy wonderful 
works for the children of men. For- 
pive all that have done me any evil; 
and requite the kindneſs of thoſe who 
have done me any good. Let their 
ſouls abide in good, and 
their ſeed inherit the earth. 
_— the heart: of all. my Friends : 
and fulfil the petitions of all that have 
defired my prayers. Let none that wait 
on thee, O Lord, be afſha= _. 

med : let all them that truſt A 

in thee, ſay, continually, The Lord be 
magnified 


Pal. 25 I 3 
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magnified. Save 2:1 deliver every one” 
of as, O Lord our God, from the bands 
of our enemies, t2 vive thanks unto thy 
holy N.ame and to (r1umPb in- thy praiſe 
Bleſſed be the G:: and Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chri', from everlaſting to 
everlaſtim; : and. /-' a7 the people ſay, 
Amen. Praiſe the Lord. 


Fter this, :* the Spirits be tired, 
[it will be #1 to give them ſome” 
refreſhment. 1n1 then-it will be ver 
profitable to' rea: and” weigh ſevinath 
our Saviour s Sermon own the Mount, 
contained -in the V. VI, and V1L. Chap» 
ters of the-Gofpel- according to Saint 
Matthew. And ſuch Meditations may 
be interſperſed as are moſt ſuitable to 
the perſon's condition and occaftons ; 
With the addition of ſome of the Pray- 
ers foregoivg, for RESOLUTION 
in- well doing, - or for the DIV INE 
GRACE; or for good SUCCESS 
in' any buſineſs, or for friends that are 
TROUBLED IN MIND, or 
are ix a leg FOURNET, . 
An 
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And then conclude with the following 
Prayer aud Thankſgiving. 


| Fn 


Moſt - humbly adore and worſhip ' 
- thee, O Lord moſt high, the Poſ- 
leſſor of heaven and —_ And ad- 
mire thy infinite love to Mankind, 
whom thou haſt thought worth the 
expence of the blood of thy dear Son, 
and the conduc and aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Miniſtry of An- 
gels (by whom thou exerciſcſt a, moſt 
watchful Providence over us:) and ſa. 
many gracious es from-heaven,: 
wherein thou haſt - plainly declared, - 
that thou deſireſt to ſee us eternally 
happy by being made Partakers of a _ 
Divine Nature. When we ſeriouſly 
conſider thy glorious Perfeions and 
thy aſtoniſhing kindnels towards us, 
we may juſtly wonder at aur ſelves, . 
that we ſhould ever refuſe to be con- 
formed to thy Will; nay, that we 
ſhould not be exceeding. torward to 


Joyn 
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joyn our ſelves unto thee, in moſt 
hearty love and entire friendſhip with 
thee, I am amazed at the dulneſs and 
ſtupidity of our Nature ; that there 
ſhould need ſo many intreaties and 
beſeechings of us, to be ſo happy. It 
15 impoſſible to think of thee, and to 
preterr any thing in our eſteem, and 
deſire and choice, and delight and 
joy before thy favour and good will 
towards us: who art ſo able and fo deſi- 
rous to beſtow the greateſt bliſs upon us. 
And therefore I moſt earneſtly beleech 
thy Goodneſs, that to all other mercies 
which I have begged of thee, thou wile 
add this Grace to bring-thy ſelf often 
to my remembrance, and to poſſeſs my 
heart with a conſtant, ſerious and deep 
ſenſe of thy marvellous kindneſs ; in 
giving' me liberty to chuſe fo great a 
good as thy ſelf, and in propounding 


to my will fuch everlaſting happineſs; 
and in drawing me from thoſe- ways, 
which are contrary-even to my peace 
and fatisfation here by ſuch power- 
fal Motives to well-doing, 


Il. Awa- 
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Awaken, O Lord, awaken this 
ſenſe continually in my mind. Faſten 
my thoughts upon thoſe unſeen and 
eternal enjoyments. Make me feel 
what an happineſs it is to. love thee 
with all my ag to cleave unto thee 
againſt all temptations which would 
allure or fright me from my Duty; 
to bleſs and praiſe thee with joyful 
lips; to be kept in perfet peace and 
tranquility, while my mind is ſtayed 
on thee; to be fall and ſatisfied, and 
to defire nothing more but to live 
for ever in thy love. O make me 
more and mare to conceive and re- 
member, what an infinite delight, 
thou the infinite good canſt pour forth 
into us; how highly our Lord Jeſus 
is dignified and exalted ; and that 
thor haſt made him moſt ak 
Bleſſed for ever, and made © © © 
him exceeding glad with thy counte- 
ance ; and that he will bring all thy 
Children 


=.. 
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Children unto his Glory : Settle in 
my Soul ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions 
of theſe things; that they may puri- 
fie my heart more perfe&tly, and pro- 
voke me to an-unwearied diligence in 
well doing, and make me endure hard. 
ſhip allo, if need be, as a good Souldi- 
er of Jeſus Chriſt, who was-made per- 
felt through ſufferings. 


TIL. 


And aſlift me eſpecially in thefe 
holy addreſſes to thee; that continuing 
zn/tant in Prayer, | may feel my heart 
lifted up more and more towards hea- 
ven, by ardent breathings after thee. 
And indne me likewiſe with ſuch -a 
Spirit of Wiſdom, and ſuch ſincerity 
of heart, that I may never be diſcou- 
raged, though 1 fall ſhort of the height 
of my deſires: but I may always 
thankfully acknowledge thy Grace, 
in what I have attained, and labour 
earneſtly to grow better, with -a qui- - 
et, patient, cven and ſteady mind : 
Preſerve 
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Preſerve in me zn humble confidence 
that thou wilt never forſake the work 

of thine own hands: and let that 
confidence make me induſlriovs, bat 
not ſloorhful. And let thy holy Spirit 
bleſs and furcher my endeavours; and 
a fervent defire and hearty good will 
preſs me forward; and the pleaſures of 
Religion mightily indear ir to me; and 
the joy that thou haſt ſer before me, 
make me run the way of thy Com- 
mandments, with an enlarged heart. 
And the: nearer I come to the end of 
my race, may it pleaſe thy Goodneſs 
to preſent me with a clearer ſight of 
that Crown of Life, which our Lord 
hath promiſed! Open to me more of 
the treaſures of thy Kingdom ; and fill 
me with a greater joy in hope of the 
glory: that ſo I may be willing fo be 
diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, which 
is beſt of all. 

IV. 


And now, O Lord, what thanks 
ſhall'l render unto thee for theſe ho- 


ly 
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ly thoughts, defires and affeQions, 
which by thy grace, I feel in my 
heart; together with all the other 
benefits, which thou haſt beſtowed 
on me, or intendeſt for me? Great 
and marvellous things, O God, haſt 
thou wrought for the Children of 
Men; and thou haſt promiſed far 
greater, if we will but be truly grate- 
ful unto thee, for what we have al- 
ready receivd. Thou fſendeſt one 
bleſſing, as the earneſt of another: 
having given thy Son to us, that he 
might give us thy holy Spirit; and 
given him to die for- us, - that he 
might give us life. Thou granteſt 
to us thy grace, that we may repent; 
and thou giveſt repentance, that thou 
may 'it give us pardon; and thou 
pardoneſt our fins, thar we may be 
thy children; and being thy children 
thou defigneſt to make us thy heirs 
together with our bleſſed Saviour. 
Thou piveſt us temporal bleſlings, . 
that we may thirſtafter ſpiritual: 'and -. 
thou -filleſt us with ſpiritual bleſſings 
in 
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in Chriſt, that we may long for the 
accompliſhment of them in immortal 
life. There is none can declare the 
Goodneſs of the Lord. We beſt de- 
clare our fenſe of it, when we thank- 
fully teceive it ; and become as good 
as thou wouldeſt have us, and enableſt 
us to be. And how great, how free 
is that Goodneſs, which is moſt of all 
pleaſed when we are happy ! and 
eſteems our doing our ſelves good, 
with thy grace and favour, the return 
that we ſhould make of thy bounty ! 
Thou doſt us good before we ask; 
and thou giveſt liberally unto us, that 
thou mayeſt move us to ask more. 
Thou entreateſt us when we are un- 
willing : thou beſeecheſt us, that we 
would let thee bleſs us, and not put 
impediments in- the way of our own 
happineſs : thou pitieſt us, when we 
have no compaſſion for our ſelves ; 
and- art ſtill careful of us, whea we 
trifle away the richeſt mercics. 


& 


- 
- * 


* 
. =_ 
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V. 


O the exceeding riches of thy grace 
to the children of men ! who can 
number all thy mercies 2 and who 
can underſtand the greatneſs of thoſe, 
of which we make mention ?: It is ea- 
fier to ſpeak of them, than to be af- 
fetcd with the multitude and ſurpaſ. 
fing valve of them: and we can foon- 
er be affeQed with them, than do 
any thing worthy ſuch excellent love. 
Onr Praiſes and Thankigiving con- | 7 
{ too much in words, and tranſient F 
admirations, and ſudden paſſions. O | h 
that I had (uch a ſerious, ſuch a con» u 
fiderace heart, as to return unto thee p 
the conſtant, uniform and cheartal 
obedience of a godly lite ! By which, | 7 
I know, I ſhall not only moſt praiſe ” 
and pglorifie thee, but do the greateſt | n 
benefit to my felt. And when | have v 
done all that I can, I will acknow- 
ledge my ſelf an unprofitable fer- 
vant, that hath done no more, than 
Was 
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washis duty to do. I will eſteem all 
my goodneſs, to be the fruit of Thy 
great Goodneſs to me. And | will 
rejoice in this, that thou art form- 
ed in me, and that I am made like 
unto the Son. of thy love; and that 
I have hopes through thy abundant 
and undeſerved mercy to live with 
him in his heavenly Kingdom. Which 
I beſeeech thee haſten, to the eternal 
joy of all thoſe that /ove his appear- 
ing. Amen, Amen. Let thy King- 
dom come ; that ] may fee the good of 
thy choſen, and glory with thine inhe- 
ritance : and we may all with united 
hearts and affeions render our thanks 
unto thee, and fing thy everlaſting 
praiſes. 

The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God, and the. commu- 
nication of the Holy Ghoſt, be with. 
| me, and with all thy people every 
where, both now and always. Amen. 


A Fray. 
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A Prayer in Lent, or upon any publick 
Faſt. 


E. 


Moſt glorious God ; who art 

from everlaſting to everlaſting 
bleſſed in thy ſelf; and who alone 
canſt fatisfie. the hungry ſoul, and 
fillet the humble with good things. 
tn a ſerious ſenſe of my own empti- 
neſs and thy fulneſs; of my great 
needs and thy bounty and readineſs 
to beſtow thy benefits, I caſt down 
my felf before thee : worſhiping and } 
adoring thine imcomprehenſible per:- 
tecions, wirh a great fear of thy Al- 
mighty Majeſty, and an humble hope 
in thine infinite gooeneſs, and an 
hearty love to thy purity and. righte- 
oulneſs, and entire ſubmiſſion to thy 
holy Will; believing thy gracious 
promiſes, deſiring to be -guided by 
thy wiſdom, depending on thy pro- 
vidence, bleſſing and praifing thee = 
thy 


A. 0 01 
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thy unſpeakable mercies to me, and 
earneſtly beſeeching the continuance 
of them; with a continual ſenſe in 
my heart of thy abundant Goodneſs 
to me, and to all thy creatures, and 


| of thoſe duties which Lowe to thee, 
' and to all men. 


H. 


I moſt forrowfully bewail my- care- 
leſneſs, O Lord, that I have had fo 
ſeldom, or ſo ſhort, or ſo cold and 
little affe&ting thoughts of thee: and. 
that I have performed theſe As of 
worſhip and adoration, of fear and 
reverence, of faith and love, of ſab- 
miſſion and reſignation, of ſupplica- 
tion and thankſgiving, with: ſo little 
nreation and earneſtneſs of mind, 


with ſo little zeal and fervency oY 


of affeQtion, and with fo little = 
mility and proſtration of f Pp 
thing. O My God, is of dior re- 


- membrance to my thoughts, nothing - 


s-ſuch-a load to my heart, as that 1 
Z-3. have 
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have loved the world, at any time, 
more than thee; and purſned with 
greater eagerneſs the poſſeſſions, and 


pleaſures, and honours of a dying 


life, than the glory and treaſures of 
thy Kingdom, the joy and happineſs 
of eternal endurance. It grieves me 
to think that I have, at any time, 
{o coldly emertained the glad ridings 
of ſalvation; fo liſtlefly enibraced the 
the loving invitations of my dear Sa 
viour; jo negligentiy improved the 
hilps and afliitances of the holy 
Syirit of Grace; and fo faintly 
forght, I ſorrowfully again acknowe 
edge, that glory, honour and im- 
mortatity whuici Chriſt ha'ls brought 
wo {ghr by his Goſpel. How little 
have | been wounded with the dying 
and bleeding of ry only begotren 
Son for my lake! How littie con- 
cerned ſometimes in his paſſtonate 
dc fires of t1: happineſs of Mankind ! 
Hos lite m:led with the ardent 
limes of his incomparable love ! How 
little moved or perilwaded with his 
impor- 
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importunate intreaties! How incon.” 
pliant with his inſpirations, diſobed.* 
ent ro his commands, and inſenſible 
of his precious promiſes, and tearful 
threatnings! 


III. 


I have praiſed thee, alas ! but fel- 
dom or flightly, for ſo glorious an 
example, as he hath left us, of an ho» 
ly life; for the effets and fruits of 
his paſſion and intercefſion; and for 
the Power which he hath obtained” 
at thy right hand. And lother {.ve 
I, too. often, been to tmnitate his 
life, and to employ that power which 
he hath ſent me froim Heavin, to 
bring my heart t9 a con'ornity 
wirh his pattern, Huw often have [ 
received thy good c:c2rures with- 
out ſuch. ſerious and i:earry rhankl- 


'givings for them, as they celcrve ! 


and taſted their (veetnels, Wit little 
ſenſe of thee, or delig\t in thee, wo 
art the fountain of ali blils ; Hzw lo- 
Z 4 litous 
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licitovs have I been to pleaſe men, 
and obtain the good opinion and 
praiſe of others; rather than to pleaſe 
thee; and to do thy Commandments, 
the praiſe of which endureth for ever ! 
O the little envyings that have been 
19 my heart at my Brethrens greater 
proſperity ! and my aptnelſs to be an- 
gry and peeviſh: to entertain ſuſpici- 
ons eafily, to male wrong or un- 
kind interpretations; to agpravate 
offences; and to keep too long a 
tenſe of injuries ! 1 hate my ſelf even 
for theſe rhings. O how vile then 
and odious are all thoſe fins of inju- 
* Pere cmfeſs ſtice or unmercifulnefs, of 
them partic. Which I may have been- 
larly. ovilty ! 


IV. 


Be merciful unto me, O Lord, be 
merciſu] unto me ; through the bloud 
of that ſpotleſs Lamb, which was ſhed 
for the om of the World. Remem- 
ber not againſt me the vanity of my 
thoughts, 
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thoughts, the errors and miſtakes of 
my judgment; the pride of my fpirit, - 
the greedineſs of my ſenſual deſires, 
the violence and diſorder of any of- 
my paſſions, the unrulineſs of my 
tongue, the inconſtancy of my pur-- 
poſes, or the baſeneſs and unworthi- 
nels of any of my ends and intentions. 
O: holy God, and merciful Father, . 
enter not into jadgment with me for 
the miſpenſe of my precious time, for- 
letting ſlipt any good ' opportunities, 
or for my ill-husbanding the many 
Talents, which - thou - haſt entruſted : 
me withal. Let not the abuſe of any 
of thy creatures, the il example that I: 
have given to any of my Neighbours, . 
niy unthankfulneſs for a world. of 
mercies, . my inobſervance- or forget- 
fulneſls of thy Fatherly- providences; 
and my inſenſiblenefs of others mi'e-- 
ries, be charged upon me at+:the day. 
of our Lord, wb incenſe rhy RE 
diſpleafure againſt ' me in this preſent 
life. fi. ved not my immode- 
rate forrow for worldly. Isfſes; my- 
/ AS. # exceſſive: 
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exceſſive pleaſure in the abundance of 
any worldly enjoy ments ; the deadnels 
of my grief, and the ſcarcity of my 
tears, for my own fins, and the fins of 
others; and the heartleſneſs of my 
joys in thee, and in thy Son Chriſt ; 
and for all the good thou haſt done 
to me and to my Brethen, cr which 
they do for thy honour, and the com- 
fort of thy People. Let not any diſcon- 
tent with my condition, provoke thee 
to make it worſe: nor my want of 
love to thee, deprive me of the love 
of others; nor the breach of any of 
my reſolutiuns, be puniſhed with an 
indifierency and carcleſfsnels of ſpirit : 
nor the abuſe of any of thy bleſſings, 
or unthankſfulneſs for them, move 
thine offended Goodneſs to =Y me 
naked of them. 


V. 


Bur,  gractous Lord, fo pardon me, 
as to give me the grace of, thy holy 
Spirit to Cnange and renew me 
throvghour, 
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throughout, in ſpirit, ſoul and bo- 
dy, and to enable me daily to amend 
my life according to thy holy 
Word. That's the hearty deſire and 
purpoſe of my Soul : which longs for 
nothing more than -a power from a- 
bove, to poſleſs me with more ſtea- 
dy and affeQionate thoughts of thee ; 
and to fill me with a more enflamed 
love to thee, and to all my Brethren ; 
> and to diſpoſe my will to reſign it 
ſelf in all things to thee, and chear- 
fully to comply with thy providence 
and zealouſly to employ all holy 
opportunities of doing or receiving 
good, O God, deny me not this 
great grace, though unworthy of the 
leaſt ; bur ſtrengthen me with might 
by thy Spirit 1n, the inaer man. Let. * 
it teach and dire me in the right 
way ; let it aſſiſt me to walk in it; ler 
it conſtantly encourage my progrels 
chearing and refreſhing me when 1 
am ready to faint, upholding me when 
I am ready to fall, recovering me 


when I ſlip, enabling me with fervent 
gefires 
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deſires to implore thy mercy, and with 
reſolved watchfulneſs to ſtrengthen 
my {clf from all temptations for the 
time to come. 


VI. 


Preſerve in me ſuch a ſerious and 
deep ſenſe of the worth of my ſoul, 
of the weight of all eternity, or the 
certainty and greatneſs of the glory 
which ſhall be revealed, that they 
may prevail more with me than call 
the honours and riches, end pleaſures 
of this life. Prepoſſeſs me with a 
clear underſtanding of the Goſpel of 
oor Saviour, with a'ſtrong faith, a fer- 
, vent charity, anda lively hope, againſt 
all other things that prefs upon me, 
and folicite my affeQions, that ſo no- 
thing may find admittance into my 
heart, but what ſhall ſubmit to thy 
ws, and live under the government 
and diſcipline of our Lord Jeſus. In- 
firuF me how to make all my plea- 
fares diſcreet, moderate and uſeful to- 
mc; 
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me; that they may never take up 
the beſt of my time, nor devour the 
ſtre of imy mind. Teach me to 
uſe the riches of this world aright,. 
andto do good to my ſelf and others 
with them. Diſpoſe me to look upon 
| greatneſs or honours but as greater 
opportunities to do thee more ho- 
nour, and the world more ſervice. 
Moderate all my paſſions, and ſubdue 
them perfetly to the obedience of 
Reaſon and Religion. O that all my 
converſation with others may be in- 
nocent and profitable ; and my prt 
vate retirements more devout and hea- 
venly : and all my employments with- 
out inordinate cares and fears, or any 
diſtruſt of thy good providence. Help 
me to look upon long life as deſirable ; 
only that I may have more time to root 
out perfectly all evil habits and ifpo- 
fitions, to implant and increaſe all Di- 
vine Virtues, and todo the more good; 
that I may be better fitted for an hap- 
py life, world without end. Ames. - 
Our Father, &c. 
The 
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The ſame Prayer may be uſed in time 
of. any publick calamity ; and ſome 
of theſe following Prayers added, as 
there ſhall be accaſion. 


A Prayer in time of Plague. 


Reat and many, O Lord, are 

the fins whereby we have. pro- 
voked thee in theſe Kindoms,. to ſend 
all thy fore judgments upon us; che 
Sword, the Famine, and the Peſttlence, 
to cut off from them man and beaſt. It 
is only of thy infinite mercies that 
we are not utterly conſumed, and be- 
cauſe thy compaſlions fail not. Bleſ- 
ſed be thy Goodneſs, that we are not 
yer delivered into the hand of thoſe 
that hate us; but only corrected. by 
thy own hand, who art the Father of 
mercies. To them we flee now 1n 
our great diſtreſs ; and beſeech thee, 
that thou wilt not ſhut up the bowels 


of thy tender mercy and compaſſion 
towards 
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towards us in diſpleaſure. But puniſh 
us; that thou: maye(t pardon. us, and 
amend us, and make us a more devour, 
ſober, righteous-and charaitable people, 
zealous of good works. Say to thy 
deſtroying Angel, Hold thy hand, it is 
enough. 

Or if thou art pleaſed to have it 
ſtill ſtretched out againſt us , give 
___ to us who are yet in health to 
pend our time in examining our 
hearts and lives; in bewailing our 
offences ; in ſettling our «purpoſes of 
repentance and new obedience ; in 1n- 
uring our ſelves to delight in Prayer 
and holy Meditation; in giving thanks 
to thee for thy merctful preſervation 
of us; in preparing our ſelves for 
whatſoever change thou art pleaſed 
ro make in our condition; and ia do- 
ing good with compaſſionate hearts, 
to thoſe poor people, that lie under 
thy heavy viſitation. And graciouſly 
vouchſafe to beſtow upon them en- 
tire patience and ſubmiſſion to thy 
Will: and. enable them with — 

| c 
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ed repentance and humble hope in 
thy mercy, to refign themſelves and: 
theirs into thy hands; that how- 
foever thou ſhalt diſpoſe of: any of 


us, living or dying, we may be the- 
Lord's. | 


Lord have mercy upon us, all, for | 
Jeſus Chrift bu ſake. Amen. 


In time of War. 


God who haſt juſtly puniſhed 

our carnal ſecurity, and abuſe 

ot that peace and quietnefs which we 
have enjoyed, by making us hear the- 
found of the trumpet, and the alarm 
of war; be merciful unto us, I moſt - 
humbly befeech thee: and awaken 
every one of our ſouls thereby, to 
ſearch and try our ways, and to turn- 
unto thee by a timely repentance and 
amendment of our lives. Though 
we deſerve to be cut off by the ſword, 
which is uaſheathed, as a foolifh py 
that 
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that have not known thee; 
fottiſh children, that have 
no underſtanding ; who are Jo! 2%. 17+ 
wiſe to do evil, but to do 

good have no knowledge : yet ſpare us 
good Lord, ſpare thy people, and give 
not thy heritage to the reproach. 

O thou God of peace, who didft 
ſend thy own Son among thine ene- 
mies, to make reconciliation between 
loſt men and thy ſelf, inſpire our 
hearts, and the hearts of all thoſe 
with whom we are at difference, with 
2 love of peace: and incline us to 
hearken and conſent to reaſonable 
terms of reconciliation. And for that 
end root out of every one of our 
minds and hearts all pride and ambi- 
tion; all inordinate defire of great- 
neſs and dominion; all covetouſnels, 
and greedineſs of wealth: all falſe 
opinions, prejudices, and mifappre- 
henſions: all anger, paſſion and cauſe- 
leſs jealouſies : and eſpecially all ſtu- 
dy of revenge: all rancour and bit- 
terneſs: all hatred and malice : with 
whatſoever 
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whatſoever elſe is contrary to the 
Do@rine and Spirit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. (Wks 

Poſlcls us with the Spirit of Truth, 
and love, and brotherly affeQion. 
Make us tender-hearted, and to have 
compaltlion one towards another; to 
ſtudy to be Peace-makers; to pray 
for peace ; to ſeek thoſe things which 
will make for peace; and not only to 
ſeek atrer it, but to purſue it, to the 
utmoſt of our power. Diret to 
thole expedients which will hap- 
pily unite, and tie us faſt together. 
Or if theſe miſerable differences ean- 
tinue, and cannot otherwiſe be com- 
poſed, go forth, O Lord, with our 
hoſts; give wiſdom and valour to 
our Leaders; reſolution and. un- 
daunted courage . to our_ Soldiers, 
and good ſucceſs to all thoſe enter- 
prizes which are undertaken for the 
common good and ſafety of theſe 
Kingdoms. O God, let #s fall. into 
thy hands, for thy mercies are great : 
but wot into the hands of men, when 
| they 
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they are wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. 
And if thou art plealed to crown us 
with victory, give us grace to uſe 
it with moderation, juſtice and cha- 
rity. O that we may overcome 
likewiſe all temptations to bold and 
preſumptuous continuance in our 
fins againſt thee; and be ſubdued 
by thy favour towards us, to a ſerious 
ſtudy and care, how to lead 2 peace- 
able liſe in all godlineſs and honeſty ; 
for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus the Prince 
of Peace, Whoſe grace be with us all 
Amen. 


————— ———_— — —— 


In time of Scarcity. 


God who turneſt a fruitful land 

ints barranneſs, for the wicked- 
neſs of them thou dwell therein ; pour 
down upon the fintu! inhabitants of 
theſe Iſlands, a ſerious ſenſe of their 
own undeſervings, and of thy righ- 
teous judgments, which thou haſt 
ſeat upon them. That they may 
humole 
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humble themſelves before thee, and 
repent of their wantonneſs and riot, 
of their feaſting themſelves without 
fear and hardning their hearts againſt 
the cries of the poor, of their diſcon- 
tent and repining in the midſt of 
plenty, and their loathing the Di- 
vine food of their fouls ; which thou 
haſt juſtly puniſhed with ſcarcity of 
bread in all places. 

Make »: aſhamed, O Lord, and 
heartily ſorry for theſe and all other - 
our offences againſt thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty. And as an earneſt of better 
obedience for the time to come, dil- 
poſe the hearts of thoſe who are af- 


- . flited to ſubmit with meekneſs ro 


thy puniſhment; and preſerve them 
from all murmuriog at thy wiſe pro- 
vidence. Open the hearts likewiſe 
of thoſe who are rich, to ſhew mercy 
to them, and comfort them in their 
miſeries. The greater ſtore of pro- 
viſion any have treafured up againſt 
this time of want; incline them ſo 
much the more to conſider the _ 

an , 
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and needy, and fear to opprels them. 
Enlarge their hearts in more abun- 
dant charity, by the advantage they . 
make of this preſent Scarcity. And 
when thou ſhalt have turned it into 
plenty again, Lord, make us all truly 
thankful, and foberly to uſe thy blet- 
ſings, and to bring forth pleatifully 
the fruit of good living, to the ho- 
nour and praiſe of thy Name, and the 
eternal happineſs of our ſouls and bo- 
dies, in that world where there is no 
want, but fulneſs of joy for evermore. 


Amen, 


—.— — 


EE —— 


A Prayer proper for Ember-Week. | 


God, the Father of lights from 
whom cometh down every good, 
and every perfet gift; | am ſenſible 
of thy great grace in ordaining a fuc- 
ceſſion of men to bleſs in thy Name, 
and to inſtru@ us in our duty. I am 
ſenſible of what moment it is, that 
they ſhould be wiſe and good them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, who are to teach wiſdom, and 
recommend goodneſs and virtue to 
thy People. And . therefore I moſt 
humbly beſeech thee, to inſpire the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of thy flock with 
the ſpirit of Wiſdom and diſcerning 
to make choice of ſuch only to be 
Stewards of the heavenly Myſteries 
as truſt they. are inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take pon them the Of- 
fice of ſerving in the ſacred miniſtry of 
thy Church. | 
And inſpire likewiſe all thoſe who 
ſhall be admitted to that ſervice, with 
a great zeal for thy Glory, and for the 
honour of our Saviour, and for the 
Salvation of his people. Repleniſh 
them ſo abundantly with the know- 
ledge of rhy will in all wiſdom and 
ſpiritual underſtanding; ' that «they 
may be apt to teach, skilfully divide 
the word of truch, rightly and duly 
adminiſter thy holy Sacraments, cate» 
* Chize and inſtrat the ignorant, ex- 
-hort and convince gain-layers, fatis- 
fie thoſe that are in doubt, —_— 
thole 
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thoſe that are well reſolved, comfort 
thoſe' that mourn, abſolve the peni- 
tent, and convey bleflings to all thoſe 
who are committed to their charge. 

And hear, 1 beleech thee, the pray- 
ers of thy whole Church, which are 
now devoutly offered to thee. And 
ſtir up all the fairhtul to ſend up ar- 
dent {upplications ; that thoſe whom 
our Spiritual Fathers now {cparate to 
any holy - Office, being the Children 
of faſtings and prayers, way be the 
more laborious and ſucceſsful in- the 
work of our Lord, and prove eminent 
inſtruments ot enlarging his Kingdom 
here on Earth, and thereby of bring- 
ing many: Svuls to his Kingdom in 
Heaven. For which | mult humbly 
beſeech thee ro fit and prepare us all 
by the miniſtry of thy faithful Ser- 
vants' every whete, for the fake of 
our great High Prieſt, Chrilt” Jeſus, 
To whom, &c. Amen. 


52.8 


A Thankſgiving for any publick or pri- 


vate mer C785, 


God moſt high, and bleſſed for 
evermore : who haſt beſtowed 
upon us the happineſs to know and un- 
derſtand thee, that thou art the Lord 
of all, and that thou exerciſe/# lovi 

Jer. 9. 24 kindneſs , judgment W 
' '* righteoaſneſs in the earths 
and that thou haſt ſaid, i» theſe things 
thou delighteſt. Thou art to be wor- 
ſhipped and adored with my continu- 
al praiſes and thankſgivings, who'am 
here proſtrated before the throne. of 
thy Grace, oppreſſed with the great 
load of thy mercics and benefits , 
which call upon all that is withia me 
to blefs thy holy Name. I have often 
acknowledged that thou art the Au- 
thor of my Being ; and that it is thy 
favour which bath made my life not 
to be a burden to me, as it might 
have been by innumerable miſeries. 


And now I heartily renew thoſe ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledgments: and thank thy great 
-Goodneſs for my long continued 
health; eaſe, peace and plenty ; or that 
' thou haſt-mercifully relieved and ſup- 
me in any ficknels, pain, trou- 
ble or loſs of wordly goods that hath 
befallen me. Particularly I thank thee 
for thy late Bleſſings which thou haſt 
conferred upon me, notwithſtanding 
my undeſervings, and high provoca- 
tions, which 1 have any way given 
thy Divine Majeſty, to deprive me of 
all good things. 


ſ Here mention the particulars in which 

« have privately concerned: and if 

\#- be"the publick mercy of -ceafing, 
ie nd Con tagion, proceed thas.] 


« Blefſed" be thy goodneſs, which 
"Hit preſerved ſo many 'of us alive in 
"the midft* of a preac morality ; ard 
"hath" reſtored health again inro the 
"tmbitations of our Neighbours.  Bleſ- 
:fed be thy ſparing mercy which hath 
" delpvered us from the noyſom Peſtilence 


ONE Aa and 


Oo 
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and when a thouſand fel 
at our fide, and ten thou- 
ſand at our right hand, didſt not ſuffer 
it to come nigh our dwelling. Thou 
haſt been our refuge, and our fortreſs, 
our God, in whom we ought to truſt for 
EVer. | 


[After .a- War is ended, ſome. fach 
words as theſe may- be added.] 


If it had not been - Lord who was 
on our fide, may we all 

= pe >* _ je it had not been 
. the Lord who was. on our 

G5: 7s fide: when men roſe up 4- 
29. ult, gainſt as : Then they had 
ſwallowed us up quick, 

wlew their wrath was kindled againſt 
us. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not 
given us as a prey to their teeth, - Bleſ- 
ſed be the Lord, who hath cauſed Wars 
to ceaſe : and made our enemies to be at 
eace with us, It is the Lord, that 
ſtilleth the noiſe of the Seas, the noiſe 
of their waves, and the tumult of the 


people 


Plal. 1. 2. 7. 
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people. The Lord giveth ſtrength to 
bis people : The Lord bleſſeth his peo- 
ple with peace, 


[When Plenty is reſtored, ſay] 


Thou haſt vifited the earth and bleſ- 
ſed it ; thou haſt made it g, 
very plenteous. Thou haſt To 
crowned the year with thy 33+ 's: 
goodneſs ; and thy clouds 
have dropt fatneſs. Thou WR 
haſt bleſſed oar proviſion Joel 2. 24. 
abundantly, and ſatisfied 
our poor again with bread. Bleſſed Be 
the Lord who hath cauſed the former 
and latter rain to come down for us in 
their Seaſen ; ard filed us with the fi- 
neſt of the wheat. We. eat in plenty and 
are ſatisfied: -Praiſed be the Name of 
the Lord our God, that hath dealt wou- 
derouſly with as. \. 1 , 


But above all, thy great and plori- 
ous Name is to be praiſed, for thine 
incomprehenſible mercy-.in thy Son 
; Aaz Chriſ?, 
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Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent unto us 
with better Bleſſings ; to be the Me- 
diator of our peace with thee, to heal 
all the Diſeaſes of our ſinful natures, 
and to deliver us from the power of 
Satan, and of Hell and Death, and to 
refiore us to an immortal life. 
Thanks be to thine infinite Goodneſs, 
which hath taught us by - him the 
way of truth and righteouſneſs; "and 
made hmm an Offering for our fins; 
and raiſed him from the dead, - to the 
Throne of Glory in the Heavens ; and 
ſent from thence the Holy: Spirit, to 
enlighten our minds with the whole 
knowledge of thy Will, and'to' ſhed 
a'02d thy great love in otr hearts, 
bad to be the earneſt of anheavenly 
ml;eritance, together with - - our- bleſ. 
fd Lord; who is Heir 'of all things, 
having the Hoſts of Angels ſubje 
unto him, whom he -hath appointed 
{bleſſ.d be thy Name) for the guard 
'and delence, the ſuccour '4nd help of 
all his taitiyul Servants. © 


a & 


I thank 


or private-Mercies $33 


I thank thee, O Lord, that thou 
haſt pardoned ſo many offences; and 
ſo graciouſly importuned me toreturn 
to -my Duty , and aftorded ſo long 
time and ſpace of repentance ; and 
waited ſo patiently for my amend- 
ment ; and continued ro me conſtant- 
ly, as I muſt again confeſs, to many 
bleflings which I have abuſed or re- 
ſtored them to me afrer a ſhort cor- 
reQion of my faults. I cannot wiſh 
for any other hzppineſs, but only for 
an heart gratcſully to reſent thy love; 
and-to delight to meditate continual- 
ty on thy «tender mercies; that {0 4 
may love thee more, and thank. and 
ſerye thee better the reſt of my days, 
and live in good hope to pals trom all 
this happineſs here, to. eternal bſifs. 


- - And this Grace thou haſt. likewiſe 


promiſed to beſtow upon me; yea I 
feel the motions of thy Holy Spirit in 
my heart, exciting in me a fenſe of 
thy goodnels, and provoking me to 
. love and to.good works. 


Aa % ©.my - 
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O my Soul, never forget the loving 
kindneſs of the Lord. Let his Name 
be daily bleſſed and praiſed with a 
joyful heart; for his good- 
eſs endureth ro..." 
To him I ovght to live, and not un- 
to my ſelf; for he is my Creator, 
and Saviovr, and Comforter who 
daily loadeth me with his benefits. 
Therefore '] ovghr to glorifie him, 
both with my Body, and with my 
Spirit, which are his. Accept, good 
Lord, of the unfeigned deſires and 
purpoſes which thon ſeeſt in my 
heart, in all things to be conformed 
to thy Will. And accordingly aſſiſt 
me always with the renewed infla- 
ences of thy heavenly Grace, that 
IT may grow in ſpiritual wiſdom and 
knowledge of my duty ; and that I 
may heartily love it, and ſaithfully 
rememb*r ir, and give all diligence 
ro perform it, notwithſtanding any 
difficulties that I meet withal to op- 


pole 1t. 


Plal $2. I. 


Enable 
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Enable me to maintain a conſtant 
ſenſe of thy Divine Preſence, to reve- 
rence thy Holy Name and Word, and 
to walk before thee -in all Humiliry, 
Thankfulneſs, Patience, Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, and contentednels of Spi- 
rit. And help me likewiſe to exerciſe 
all Juſtice, Charity , Meekneſs, and 
Forgiveneſs towards all Men; and t2 
live in a ſober, chaſt and moderate 
uſe of all the good things of cþ1; 
World. Let thy fear always curb rne 
diforders of my Paſlions; and thy 
Love be a Spur to my endeavours ; 
and the Example of the Lord Jeſus, 
and all the Saints prevoke me to zeal 
and fervency of Spirit ; and the hope 
of Eternal Bliſs: Strengthen, encou- 
rage and make me conſtant in all the 
troubles and hardſhips of this Life: 
that perſevering in well-doing, I may 
finiſh my courle with joy, and win 
the Crown of Righteouſneſs , which 
he hath promiſed: to all the faithiul 
Amen, Amen. 


Aa 4 Afilt 
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- Aciſt me mercifally,: O - Lord, kn 
theſe my Supplications and Pray- 
ers, and diſpoſe the way of thy 
Servant towards the attainment 
of everlaſting Salvation ; that a- 
mong all the changes and chan- 
ces of this mortal life, I may ever 
be defended by thy moſt graci- 
ous 2nd ready help; through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amer. 


—— 
tt. ad 


Hf ſort Prayer for a Student. 


Look up unto thee, O Lord, frons | 

whom cometh every good and perfett - 
gift,beſeeching thee to.dreR, aſliſt and - 
bleis all the labours of my migd. Illu-., 
minate my underſtanding,O Father of 
lights, and lead me unto right appre- 
henſions of all things. Endue me with 
that humility and ſoberneſs of mind. 
which thou delighteſt to reward, with 
more of thy gitts and graces. -Beſtow 
upon me a diſcerning ſpirit; a. ſound 
- * judgment ; and an honeſt and \Bood 
t icark, 


-% 
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hexrr; fincerely diſpoſed to employ all! 
the Talents which'thou haſt, or ſhal: 
inſtruſt me withal, ro thy honour and 
glory, and to the good of Mankind, 

For which end, I beſeech thee to ex- 
cite my thirſt after uſeful, rather than 
much knowledge. And eſpecially en- 
rich me with the treaſures of that in- 
ſpired Wiſdom, contained in thy hely 
Scriptures; which are able to make 
me wiſe unto Salvation. That growing, 
in underſtanding 'and- goodneſs, as [ 
grow in years,” my' proficing may - be 
apparent unto all men: and | may 
give a comfortable account of my time 
to thee, my God, at the Day of the 
Lord Jeſus Amen. 


—_—— 


A [Pray that may te uſed any time of 
the day, when a pes fon hath leifare-19 
retire. 


Lord, the great Creator and 
Governour of ell thirgs, Ipro- 
ſtrate my ſelf before thee, in the 
Aa 5 1; its bl [t 
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humbleſt. adoration of thy incompre- 
henſble Majeſty: acknowledging that 
I depend intirely upon thee; praiſing 
and magnifying. thy moſt glorious 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which 
are conſpicuous every where; and 
rendring unto thee my moſt hearty 
thanks for all the benefits which thou 
haſt ſo freely and undeſervedly con- 
ferred on me. Thou art bountiful to 
the whole World : All thy Works 
Praiſe thee ; and we the Children of 
men ought more particularly to bleſs 
thee, and ſpeak good of thy Name, 
who have received ſingular marks 
and tokens of thy favour and grace 
above all the reſt of our fellow Crea- 
tures. Thou haſt made us after thine 
own Image, and efidued us with rea- 
fonable and immortal Spirits ; and gi- 
ven us a capacity to reflet on thee 
the Author of our Being, and to be 
like unto thee in Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
Goodneſs and Fruth. But above all [ 
ought to remember continually. that 
ercat demonſtration of thy love, in 
ſending 
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ſending thy dear Son to live among us, 
tadie for us, and to give us an aſſured 
hope of Immortal Life. 

I love thee, O Lord; I renew the 
Oblation, which I have often made 
of my Soul and Body to thee. I wait 
upon thee ſtill, for what thou ſeeſt 
good for both. | hope in thy ever- 
laſting Mercies, that thou wilt par- 
don all my forgetfulnelſs of thee, and 
ingratitude unto thee. And | moſt 
earneſtly implore the Grace of thy 
Holy Spirit, to preſerve in my Mind 
a. powerful Senſe of thee; an ardent 
Love to thee; and an holy Care to 
pleaſe and obey thee in all things. 
Thar the very fame Mind and Spirit 
may be in me, which was in Chriſt Je- 
ſus our Lord; the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding , and the fear of 
thee ; the Spirit oft Meekneſs, Humi- 
lity, Purity and Charity : and that I 
may dg thy Will with ſuch Chearfu]- 
par Zeal, Conſtancy, Patience , and 
Perſeverance, as he did. 


L thank 
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I thank thee, O' Lord, 'for all helps: - 
and afliſtances- of that gaod "Spirit; ! 
which thou haſt already favoured me:' 
with all. That thou haſt ſo frequently 
made good motions to my Soul ; in- 
ſpired me with holy thoughts, and 
devout affeions;' and inclined and 
diſpoſed my will many ways, to the 
choice of that which 45 good. -I 
thank thee, for the many ſeaſonable 
admonitions which thou haſt given 
me,for the happy opportunities which 
have been afforded me, for wiſdom 
and vertue; for a good education, pt- 
ous examples, faithful friends, and all 
other furtherances in the way of Sal- 
vation. 

[| remember likewiſe, with my moſt 
grateful acknowledgments what ' a- 
bundance of good things thou- haſt 

| beſtowed on me, from time- to time, 
for my better accommodation 1n this 
preſent life, Bleſſed be thy name for 
my continued health, and food; and' 
raiment. Bleſſed be thy Name thart' 
my Bones are not broken ; that I am 
nor 
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not-groaning under the foreſt pairis ; : 
that I dwell in fafety night and day ; 
and that I ſtill fee-my friends and ac- 
quaintance, and many other comforts 
round about me. 
| I thank thee, O. Lord, for theſe: 
and all bleſſings whatſoever that thou : 
haſt conveyed to me by the Miniſtry 
of thy holy Angels; unto whom 
thou haſt given the charge of me. 0 
bleſs the Lord, together with me, ye 
his Amgels which excel in ſtrength, that 
do his. commandments, hearkening to the 
wotse of bis word. And enable me eve- 
ry day, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
O Father of mercies, to bleſs thee 
better; with a purer | heart, and a 
more lively ſenſe of all.thy love, and 
ai greater delight in thy Divine Ser- 
vice, and a forwardnelſs to every good 
work. : | 
] _ - And as thou haſt preſerved me hi- 


therto this day : fo bleſs me the re- 


—_ part of it. That endeavours» / 
_—_ rely in all my defigns, words, 
defires and ations to approve my felt 

\. = to 
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to thee; as thy good and faithful Ser- 
vant , may with a good Conſcience | 
preſent my ſelf before thee in the con» 
cluſion of it: and with the greater 


' confidence of thy gracious acceptance 
renew my praiſes: and acknowledg- 

ments, and commend my ſelf to thy 
Blefling, and hope for thy continued 
ProteQion of thy holy Angelsthrough 
Chriſt Jeſus... To whom be Gloty for 
EVeET. AER. 


A ſhorter to the ſame purpoſe. 


Proftrate my ſelf before thee; 'O 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, in all 
—_— —- and Body. —_— 
my dependance upon t 4 
thy conſtant Care and Providence 
over me ever fince | was born: par- 
ticularly this day, in keeping me hi- 
therto from many danger, and pro- 
for me many good things ; as 
well for the comfort and pleaſure ,- as 


for-che neceſlary ſupport of this pre- 
at 


any time of. the Day... 543 
ſeat life. - Eſpecially-1. thank thee for 
thy exceeding great -love in-the Lord 
Jeſas; through, whom thou haſt given 
me good hope of better enjoyments in 
the life to come, by following that 
bleſſed example which he hath fer us, 
of all well-doing,, and contented ſuf- 
fering. | 
' Ir is all reaſon, © Lord, that I 
ſhould love, thee, and entirely truſt 
in thee, and moſt willingly ferve and 
obey thee. Accordingly I here again 
dedicate my ſelf both Soul and Body 
to thee... 1 vow, my ſelf ever to thy 
Service. I hope ſtill in thy great Mer- 
cies, which have been ſo tender, and 


ſo abundant towards me. I depend . 


upon thee, for what thou ſeeſt to be 
profitable for me. - I referr my ſelf ab- 
ſolutely to thy wiſe Will ; reſolving 
to reſt contented and fatisfied in that 
' Condition wherein thou  placeſt me. 
I believe: thog ordereſt all things in- 
Heaven and in' Earth ; -and takeff the 
greateſt care: of thoſe. that wait- upon 
thee , and- commit - themſelves on 
fe thee, 
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thee, as I now doin confidence of thy 
Goodneſs and ſubmiſſion to thy plea- 
ſure. Eſpecially I rely upon thee; for 
thy holy Spirit, to preſerve ig-me theſe 
holy purpoſes, and inſpire me conti- 
nually with good thoughts, and' tir 
up in me heavenly affe&ions, - and in- 
creaſe and ſtrengthen my faith and 
hope 1n thee, and aſfiſt my endeavours 
to do according to my pious reſoluti- 
ONS. 

Bleſſed be thy great Goodneſs for 
what [ have felt already: I thank 
thee for thy many illuminations from 
above; for thy Grace fo early pre- 
venting me; for the aſſiſtance and. 
. furtherance thou haſt given me: and 
the happy opportunities I have met 
ithal of improving my ſelf in true 


goodnels. It is the carneſt 
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A Grace before Meat. 


E acknowledge thy Goodneſs, O 
Lord, in making this [plenti- 

ful] provifion for xs. Pardon our ingra- 
titude for thy former mercies. And bleſs 
us with fuch a diſcreet and thankful aſe 
of theſe thy good Creatures, that they 
may not hinder us in our Duty, but bet- 
ter diſpoſe us to do thee all faithful ſer- 
vice in our ſeveral places ; through our 


Lord and Saviour Feſas Chriſt, Amen. . 


Or this. 


W 


things ; beſeeching thee to forgive us all 


our fins, and to make us ſuch thankful 


partakers of theſe thy good Creatures, 
that by a moderate uſe of them, our Bo- 
dies may be refreſhed, and made niore 
fit to accompany our ſouls in hearty enden-" 


vorrs to do thee faithfal ſervice, through. 


 Feſus Chriſt oy Lord. Amen. 


Or 


E look up unto thee, O Lord, who» 
giveſt us life and breath, and al. 


; 
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Or this. 
W- renew our thankful acknowledg- 


ments unto thee, O Lord, for 
making again this merciful Proviſion for 
us, who are unworthy of the leaſt of thy 
Favours. Add thy Gracious Pardon like- 
wiſe : and Bleſs the ſober uſe of theſe 
thy Creatures, to the ſkrengt hning of our 
frail Bodies. And endue our Souls with 
the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may return back wnto thee, the ſtrength 
we receive from them in well doing, and 
it may be as delightful as our Meat and 
Drink, to do the Will of thee our Flea- 
wvenly Father, through Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
n. 


——c____ 


After Meat. 


E return unto thee, O Lord, our 
hearty Thanks for theſe and al 
other the like Mercies beſtowed upon us, 


ever fince we had a Being ; efpeciaty for 
S the 
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the promiſes thou haſt given us of eter« 
wal life, by thy Son Chriſt. Enable us, 
we beſeech thee, to continue ſo patiently 
in all good works, that at laſt we 'm 
attain it. And bleſs thine Univerſal 
Church, theſe Realms, the King, the 
Queen, and all the Royal Family; and 
grant us thy grace, mercy and peace, 
through Chriſt Feſas. Amen. 


Or this. 


Leſſed be thy Name, O Lord, for 

our continued health, and food, 
and raiment, and friends, and all other 
good things, whereby thou maintaineſt 
the comfort of this preſent life. Above 
all we thank thee, for thy love in Chriſt 
Teſus, and the hope thou haſt given us 
by him, of better things in another 
World : unto which we beſeech thee to 
bring us by hearty obedience to thee all 
our days. Save thine Univerſal 
Charcb, '&e. 


” Or 
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Or this. 


E thank thee, O Lord, that we are 

alive, and that we live in health, 
and peace, and the enjoyment of all good 
things that are needful for the ſupport 
of this preſent life and for the attain- 


. ment of a better. Continue them, we 


pray thee, unto us and continue in us 
ſuch a thankfal ſenſe ofthy love, that 
we may live unto thee, by whom we live. 


 . Save thy Univerſal Church, GC. 
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